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Introduction 
Thank you to all the contributors to Newsletter issue 22, particularly the walkers’ section for making a 
magnificent contribution, not least their photographs.  
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Bursary - LingWa Presentation Tuesday 26
th

 February 2008 
This lunch time presentation was made by one of the 2007-2008 WRSA bursary awardees. 
Unfortunately it was called at short notice and held in one of the smallest Social Science rooms which 
meant that few WRSA members were able to attend. The presentation, which concerned an internet 
introduction to the Chinese language, was brilliant and the speaker, Chae Jung, show a series of slides 
to accompany his talk. 
 
Note: Although we do receive some feedback from recipients of our bursaries it is too often the 
exception rather that the rule. The Committee will try to tighten up this not unreasonable expectation 
from recipients of the bursary awards.  
                   Ed. 

********************************************************************************************************************   

 
Spring Lunch, Monday 31

st
 March 2008 

Another very successful Spring Lunch was held this year with, perhaps, a record turnout. Following 
lunch, Alan Rivet, Director of the Warwick University Arts Centre, talked about the refurbishments 
being made to the Butterworth Concert Hall during the coming year. 
                   Ed. 

******************************************************************************************************************** 

 
Visit to Hampton Court Palace and Gardens, 14

th
 May 2008 

After a prompt start from the Memorial Park we arrived just before 11.00 am at our destination. The 
Tiltyard café proved to be an immediate popular venue for coffee and refreshments, reasonably priced. 
We then set out to explore house and gardens at our own pace. Upon entering the Tudor kitchens we 
were greeted by a large green fire showing how the meats were spit-roasted during the Elizabethan 
period. Quite a number of visitors commented on the rooms being sparsely furnished but I felt that this 
impression was due to the vastness of the apartments. It also allowed for the fine tapestries and other 
wall covering to be displayed without competition. Many of the guides were dressed in Period costume.         
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 It being a sunny and warm day it was pleasant to walk and picnic in the immaculate gardens, with the 
16

th
 century Knot gardens being the main attraction. At 4.00 pm we boarded our Harry Shaw coach for 

the return journey back to Coventry after a most enjoyable day. 
                           Alan Foster 

******************************************************************************************************************** 
                                                                                                       

Music Scholars’ Soiree, Tuesday 24
th

 June 2008 
Again this year there was a good turnout of WRSA members at the Music Scholars’ Soiree which lived 
up to the very high standards set last year. I have been asked if the soiree is a WRSA event. The 
answer is that it is not, although the invitation list contains many of our members. At the end of the 
evening Colin Brummitt gave a short amusing thank you speech during which he suggested that other 
members of WRSA might like to consider offering student music bursaries. Our thanks go to Paul 

McGrath (Music Centre Director) and Robin Leonard (Development and Alumni Relations Office), for 
having involved us in this inspiring event.   
                                                                                                                                                            Ed.  

******************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Reports of Walks in Spring 2008 
 
Report on Walk from Fillongley on February 6

th 
2008 

The forecast for the day was good, but as we drove to the start of this walk a light drizzle was falling 
and there had been heavy rain the afternoon before.  Why do we do this, we wondered? But there was 
a rainbow, so there was some sunshine somewhere.  We had set out early in order to check a short 
section of the walk that we had found to be wet and muddy a few days earlier, and indeed it was if 
anything wetter and muddier but, we felt, no problem for the stout-hearted. 
In due course fifteen of us gathered at the Manor House pub in Fillongley, by which time the day had 
become fine and sunny, albeit with a fresh breeze.  Having ordered our lunches, we started off up the 
road, turned into Castle Close, whence quickly onto a track between houses and then almost 
immediately into the country. We walked roughly due south along the edges of arable fields and 
through pasture until we reached a footbridge over the M6, where we paused to marvel at the sight of 
so many people rushing furiously in 
one direction while a similar number 
rushed equally furiously in the other.  
Proceeding on our peaceful way, we 
dropped down to Corley Moor where 
we passed through the muddy 
section, then across a minor road to 
reach Windmill Lane.  Frank Whittle, 
inventor of the jet engine, lived for a 
time in one of the houses in this 
road, but the windmill now has no 
sails and is a private home.   
Soon we turned northwest and 
across fields to emerge through the 
garden of a house onto the B4102. 
Walking thence in a northerly 
direction on the grass verge took us 
under the M6, after which we veered right to pick up a path which headed along field boundaries back 
towards our start. Soon Fillongley Church was visible over the fields in the sunlight, and passing some 
grassy hummocks that are the castle remains (and justify the naming of Castle Close) we regained the 
road close to the pub.  The Manor House was warm and welcoming, and we found the food as good 
and the service as efficient as on a previous visit. The exercise, the companionship, the scenery and 
the sense of achievement at completing the walk had answered the question, “why do we do this?” 

     Chris Hall 
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The Walk to Browns Lane and Elkin Wood Tuesday 18
th

 March 2008 
The March walk began on a beautiful sunny Tuesday morning.  After leaving our cars at the Coventry 
Hill Hotel eleven walkers, which included four new members, entered the field off Browns Lane leading 
to Harvest Hill.  The first two miles were farming fields which could have been quite boggy but 
because the days prior to the walk were dry the ground was quite firm. 
We were pleasantly surprised to come across a field of daffodils which was registered as a nature 
reserve. Some of our female walkers stopped to be captured on camera with a backdrop of beautiful 
daffodils. 
We passed Elkin Woods on our route which is 
renowned for its display of bluebells in April, but we 
needed to wait a few weeks for this delightful sight. 
After half a mile of quiet country lanes we re-entered 
fields already planted with crops.  Unfortunately we 
then hit an obstacle at a stile when we found a tree 
had fallen completely obstructing our way.  After an 
unsuccessful attempt to move it our men were able 
to lift it slightly to enable us to climb over. 
We stepped out the last mile to arrive at the hotel 
restaurant where the table had been tastefully set 
for us to enjoy a not to be missed three course 
lunch for £5.  I hope the day was enjoyed by all. 
 

June Clarke 

 
The April Walk from Wellesbourne - Wednesday 23

rd
 April 2008 

Chestnut Square is, perhaps, the most picturesque area of Wellesbourne. There are several thatched 
and timber framed properties in view, another dated 1699. There is a pub and trees on the grassy 
triangles.  But Chestnut Square also has its place it history.  Here on 7

th
 February 1872 Joseph Arch 

delivered his stirring speech to move the agricultural workers to form a Union. The famous Chestnut 
tree under which he spoke is long gone but a replacement thrives.   It was here that a dozen or so 
RSA members paused early in our walk. 

As we walked on through more of the 
Village’s Conservation area we could see signs 
of last year’s distressing flooding. Then several 
members were waylaid by the enthusiastic 
owner of a veteran car…but eventually we 
moved on to the meadow land which 
neighbours the River Dene.  After passing the 
restored Water Mill we walked on springy turf in 
welcome sunshine to the ford.  This was the 
beginning of a loop which took us through 
Walton.  Once it was far more populous as the 
old school, old forge and old post office 
witnessed.  Being an estate village it has barely 
changed since Victorian times.   

We enjoyed the parkland of Walton Hall with the vast wellingtonia trees, crossed the lake at the 
ornamental bridge and strolled passed the Hall.  Then we passed the bath house, some stables and 
so it was back to the ford to retrace our steps to Wellesbourne.  Lunch at the King’s Head rounded off 
a relaxed gathering.  

         Dick Hosking 
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The Walk to Shuckburgh and Flecknoe - Thursday 15
th

 May 2008 
Seven walkers gathered at the Bridge Inn at Napton on a day when the weather forecast was dire but 
the realisation was dry but overcast. Moving on by car sharing to a small parking area, the walk 
commenced by a canal. Most in the party saw a hare and a lapwing on this stretch. Several fields 
followed where the walker-friendly farmer had used herbicide (not eco-friendly) to create a path for us 
through the growing crops, and we entered the delightful village of Flecknoe, where we admired the 
elegant houses, wisterias and other climbing plants, together 
with an evenings only public house. 
On reaching the high point of the walk, the party tried to see the 
spires of Coventry which had been visible on a good day, and 
though the cement works at Rugby seven miles away across   
the plains was clearly visible, there was insufficient visibility and 
light to go the extra seven to make out Coventry. Nevertheless, 
the views towards Northamptonshire with the chequerboard of 
fields of yellow rape perhaps made up for the lack. Avoiding the 
holes dug in the area of a badger set (one of the party fell down 
one, fortunately uninjured), the walk continued to Shuckburgh, 
where the deer were distant and failed to show any curiosity 
towards us. Crossing the deer park and viewing the big house 
and the adjacent church from a distance, we descended past 
the Armada beacon, last lit in 1988, to the estate village and the 
cars in the promised rain which proved to be only a gentle 
downpour. Finally, a good lunch was taken at the Bridge Inn.  

        

Malcolm Wilding 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

 

Autumn Lunch and Annual General Meeting, Thursday 18
th

 September 2008 
This will, as usual, be held in the University Sports Pavilion, starting at 12 noon. The lunch will be 
followed by a speaker, to be confirmed, and the AGM.  The Committee hopes that as many of you 
as possible will be there. 
                      Ed. 
*************************************************************************************************************** 

 
Forthcoming Walks in Autumn 2008  
 
Monday 22

nd
 September  Meriden  Chris Hall 

Tuesday 14
th
 October   Frankton  Malcolm Wilding 

 
******************************************************************************************************* 
 
Final Comments 
This has been another successful year of meetings and activities. Members are reminded that the 
Committee welcomes any suggestions about possible new Committee members; if you have any 
suggestions please let a member of the Committee have them. Margaret Wallis has decided to 
step down from the Committee after a long period as the Chairperson and as a Committee 
member. On behalf of the WRSA members, thank you, Margaret.  
 
The revised Constitution, voted on at the last AGM, will, hopefully, be ready to accompany this 
Newsletter. 
 
As I explained at the Spring Lunch meeting, suggestions about upgrading the lunch failed because 
the next tariff level would have meant that individual subscriptions would not cover the increased 
cost. Calling for a straw vote, the attending members felt the lunch was acceptable as it was.   
 
This will be my last edition of the WRSA Newsletter. Not only have I have always felt that the 
Chairperson should not have this particular dual role but also that I would not wish to deprive 
another WRSA member the opportunity to edit the Newsletter.                                                    Ed.                     
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