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MADELEINE DE GOGORZA FLETCHER

Having said this much, we must insist that the Episodios do fulfill
a different function from Galdés® other novels. Initially, Galdés in-
tended them to teach the Spanish people of their history, and indeed,
the Episodios reached a wider audience than the other novels and sold
more copies. The more pedestrian tone of the opinions in the first
g:’msodios (especially Series I) as contrasted to the other novels written
in the same period show that Galdés was consciously addressing himself
to this wider audience, using his powers of persuasion as well as of
artistic judgment in the selection of his material, Contrasting Epi-
sodios 1 and II with Dosia Perfecta for example, we see that Galdds
is careful not to offend religious sentiment in the Episodios. The type
of pious moralizing which he puts in the mouths of his two domestic
females who are made to triumph over the revolutionary character in
each series, Inés in Series I who verges on smugness in her advice to
her dying father, the revolutionary Santorcaz (see Chapter II, note 5)
and Soledad in Series I1 who gives lessons in Christian charity to the
revolutionary Pedro Sarmiento and even lectures Monsalud, shows not
only Galdés’ desire at that pericd for moderation but also the submission
of his own views (more like those of the liberal heroes) to the prevailing
views of the average Spanish middle class individual (represented by
the women). Joaquin Casalduero (Vida y obra, pp. 54-55) contrasts the
symbolic value of Salvador Monsalud with that of Pepe Rey, noting
that while Pepe Rey represents the philosophical-religious aspect of the
struggle, Monsalud is only concerned with the political world. This is
an important difference between the other novels and the Episodios.
It is the concrete practical aspect of the national problem which comes
to the fore in Galdés' Episodios rather than philosophical-religious theo-
rizing. In the works of the novelists who followed Galdés in writing
episodios we can find a strong politico-didactic clement and a tendency
to focus on historically significant public events occurring in the recent
past or even in the author’s own life time. These characteristics make
it possible to differentiate the episodio nacional from the novel of
contemporary society.

1 distinguish the episodio uacional from the historical novel of the
distant past (the traditional historical novel) only on the basis of subject
matter. There is no noteworthy difference in form between the two
genres as such. They differ only in content, that is, in the nature of the
historical subject matter itself. Recent national history (the province
of the episodio nacional) exerts a stronger emotional pull on the author
than remoter history does and makes the author reveal his political
beliefs and his expectations for the future of his country. Recent
history is more alive for him, more emotionally charged than cvents
of the distant past. Because the historical period which he describes is

2

AN APPROACH TO THE GENRE

recent, he automatically understands many of its customs, ideas, and
preoccupations and thereby avoids some of the pitfalls confronting the
author of the historical novel of the distant past.

An example illustrating the difference between the episodio nacional
and the traditional historical novel can be taken from the work of
Ramén Sender, who wrote historical novels of both kinds. Mister
Witt en el cantdn, Sender's episodio written about the Spanish revo-
lutionary experiment of Cartagena in 1873, reflects the emotional
warmth of his current preoccupation with the contemporary revolu-
tionary situation of Spain in 1934, and the similarities between the
two situations deepen his understanding of the past. On the other
hand, his five or six traditional historical novels are colder, and in
them Sender’s treatment of the historical subject matter, with which
he is less directly acquainted, is less convincing.

In the present study, formalistic developments in the style of an
author are seen to reflect changes in the attitude of the author toward
his subject matter. Of course this is an oversimplification of the
complex relationship between form and content, but it is intended as
a challenge to habits of critical thought which have been working
mechanically on the basis of formalistic assumptions. The nature of
this experimental point of view can be seen most clearly in the chapter
on Valle-Inclan, because, of all the writers discussed, he is the most
concerned with style and the most inventive and fecund in stylistic
innovation. An examination of Valle-Inclin's work reveals four major
phases: (1) the Sonatas, (2) the Comedias bdrbaras, (3) the last two
novels of the Carlist trilogy, and (4) the Ruedo ibérico. Each of these
four phases is characterized by a change in historical perspective and
a parallel change in stylistic expression.

In the historical novels discussed here, the content often seems to
impose a form. There is a shape to content, to the extent even that
one may ask whether style and content in the historical novel are not
practically the same thing. For example, in Unamuno's Paz en la
guerra the paradoxical nature of the philosophical content makes for
discontinuity in style. Unamuno'’s basic ideas, in this novel as elsewhere,
are paradoxical aphorisms metaphorically combining several different
levels of experience, as can be seen in Chapter IV below, where the
two ideas contained in the title Puz en la guerra, «peace in waru, are
analyzed. ,

When Unamuno’s paradoxical ideas are cxtended and magnified
in a realistic novel, their lack of coherence tends to separate elements
of dialogue, realistic description, philosophical generalization, histo-
rical information, and so on. In spite of being related to the same
subject matter, these elements do not cast light on cach other. Indeed
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MADELEINE DE GOGORZA FLETCHER

Lépez del Castillo in Los confidentes audaces) or by sub-plots (as in
Las figuras de cera, La nave de los locos, and Las mascaradas sangrien-
tas), the historical content of the novels is very closely connected to
the description of the events in which Aviraneta took part, except for
the description of the cvents leading up to the death of the Conde de
Espana in EI humano enigma and La senda dolorosa. The consequence
of this narrowed biographical focus is that the details of events,
particular circumstances, and personalities, appear to have a decisive
historical role. The wide view of the historical development of Spain
expressed in representative characters which forms the substance of
Galdés’ Episedios is not to be found in Baroja’s historical novels.

Baroja is quite aware that his aversion for great theories of histo-
rical causality is somewhat willful and arbitrary, hence his exposition
of an alternative theory of small causes under the heading of humor.
La caverna del humorisnio:

«Great causes, Providence, progress, the materialist conception
of history are the motors which drag the heavy historical
machinery fabricated in the universities...

»...there is the history of particular events, written by the
nonprofessional, and here appear humor, contrasts, little causes
acting as the motive for transcendental events.» (Italics mine.}
(0C, V, 473-74).

And what could be a more perfect illustration of Baroja's theory of
small causes producing great events than Aviraneta's claim that his
Simancas letters brought about the Convenio de Vergara! Baroja's
theory of history fits well with Aviraneta's own exaggerated estima-
tion of his efficacy as a conspirator.

The Marxist critic George Lukdcs attributes the emphasis on the
exotic, the violent, the colorful aspects of the past in the post-1848
European historical novel to a desire on the part of bourgeois writers
to escape the cugliness and sordid triviality of their capitalist presents. »
This judgment can be applied in large measure to Baroja. We have
already mentioned the escapist clement in Baroja’s novels of adventure,
and indeed Avinareta as an adventure hero overcomes every obstacle,
imprisonment, guerrilla fighters' ambushes and snares, and at a pace

Englishman is not 2 Catholic is often rep d, for e le, Obras pletas,
Vol. I, p. 745, and Borrow, p. 93. The observations about the Spaniards’
contempt for money (Obras completas, Vol. TII, p. 738; Bo(l;r;;,w, p. 90).' the

encounter with Spaniards with very Jewish physiog ras e
Vol. I1I, p. 743; Borrow, pp. 55.6), and the character of the protagonist

Borrow/Thompson are distinct similarities.
#  Georg Lukics, The Historical Novel, p. 183.
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which would do credit to Superman. But the Memorias de un hombre
de accién, unlike many other novels in a historical setting (Quo Vadis,
Salammbé, for example) has more than a purely negative, escapist
relationship to the present, insofar as the Memorias are a return to
the cherished memory of the early nineteenth century with what
that period necessarily represents for middle-class liberal ideology.

Like Galdés, Baroja criticizes the liberals and the liberal ideology
of the time in his novels on Aviraneta, a criticism to be expected in view
of the failure of the liberal movement. What is missing in Baroja’s
novel is any hope for the eventual success of the liberal revolution,
Galdés' criticism is oriented towards the future and based on a desire
to -avoid repetition of the same errors. Baroja’s criticism reflects a
feeling of hopelessness, for example:

«The Span}'sh revolution was like a heavy cart pulled by a
butterfly : it could not go forward.» (OC, III, 463).

—{k hopelessness which is also reflected in the very substance of
Aviraneta’s fictional personality, as we shall see.

Baroja depicts the Spanish people as alienated from the liberals
from the very beginning. Speaking of the army sent out to meet
the Duke of Angouléme in 1823, he emphasizes this point:

«The middle class gave the greatest contingent of volunteer
soldiers; the poor, in general, hated the liberals as tyrants
are hated; they didn't regard them as being of the people
but rather as aristocrats with foreign ways, the enemies of
ever}:tr}l:ing popular.

»There were, in addition to causes of spiritual athy,
o}her _more material ones to explain the ha;t,red of g‘:‘:rad{
tionalist masses for the liberals: the liberal in that epoch
ruled; the royalist obeyed; the militia man was well dressed;
on the other hand, the soldier of the Faith went in rags and
tatters. The traditionalist wanted to exchange his ripped and
dirty shirt for the warm coat of the audacious regicide and
the impious monk-killer.» (OC, III, 581).

. Perhaps because of his Basque origins Baroja is far more sophis-
ticated than Galdés in his understanding of the regionalist opposition
to the central government and the populist elements in the Carlist
cause. But Baroja criticizes the rigid attitudes of both liberal and
abfolutist parties, seecing in their manner of opposing one another a
pointless fanaticism. He tends to attribute national troubles to moral
causes, to the cultural values of the Spanish people rather than to
economic motjves. In this, his view of history is perhaps shallower
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than that of Galdés, although it is in accord with statements by
modern historians. ¥

«The fanatical dogmatism came from the lack of benevolence
and elasticity of the Spaniard, from envy among the men of
the masses, from the histrionic life of the heroes of the de-
mocratic masses and the cult of force, from the conviction
that words and arguments do not have valuec for anyone
except those who are already convinced.» (OC, I, 465).

Baroja shows this sectarian spirit in action in his description (large-
ly fictitious) of Aviraneta’s brief rule in the town of Aranda de
Duero in 1821. To emphasize the artificial nature of the liberal govern-
ment of the time, Baroja has Aviraneta, a stranger, sent from
outside by the guerrilla leader «El Empecinado» to govern the town
(in fact a document from the archives of the Inquisition shows that
he had been a resident of Aranda as early as 1817).% In Con la
pluma y con el sable Baroja describes Aviraneta’s experience as go-
vernor of Aranda as little more than a pitched battle between him
and the townsfolk. His assistant, Diamante, is a rigid and hostile
individual, but Aviraneta does not remove him from his post. The
attitude of the people of Aranda is explained to Aviraneta by the
wife of a local judge who had been friendly with him when he first
arrived :

«'No, I am not going to oblige you to believe in the Faith.
But, as I tell you, you compromise us. My husband as a
judge cannot side with cither the whites or the blacks. The
people can't stand you. You are on their backs. You watch
them, spy on them, insult them, and they have a great hatred
for the Milicia Nacional and its mobile company, and the day
they can, they will avenge themselves on you.’

»'Bah!’

a‘Yes; because even if you don't believe it, the people love
Merino and the monks, and they hate you, ‘Empecinado’, and
your friend Diamante.’

% Jaime Vicens Vives, Manuel de historia cconomica de Esparia (Barcelona:
Vicens Vives, 1965), p. 552, concurs with Baroja on this point: «¢Esta auten-
tcidad del siglo X1x es lo que despierta en nosotros cierto sentimiento de
timidez al contemplarlo, porque es de una sinceridad brutal, en sus pasiones
y en sus choques. La intolerancia y ¢l dogmatismo, el orgullo y el espirity de
Secta, provocaron una continua aumésfera de guerra civil, que desde 1808
2 1876 devoré el pafs y paralizé su desarrollo econémico. Evidentemente Es-
pafia serfa otra cosa en el concicrto mundial si durante estos setenta aflos en
lug:gsde pelear hubiera podido trabajar.» See Baroja, Obras completas, Vol. 111,
p. .

3 Marcel Bataillon, «Para la biografia de un héroe de novela: Eugenio
de Aviranetas, Revista de filologla espariola, Vol, 18 (1931}, pp. 255-258.
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»'I don't believe it.’
»'Yes, yes, believe it; in Madrid you may have partisans,
but, as for the towns, not a one.’» (OC, 1II, 443).

Aviraneta’s bitterness after the liberal defeat of 1823 is expressed
in a surprising passage. The vindictiveness, the hatred which he feels
toward the mob who torment him as he walks with a chain of prisoners
is almost demonic, showing the alienation of the liberals from society
and the accumulated bitterness of long frustration.

«He felt the hatred of all concentrated on him. If for one

. moment the situation could have changed, in that instant with
ten thousand men and some batteries of camnnons on the
bridge, what a slaughter! Women, old crones, children, old
men, houses, churches... He would have swept all away with
the hail of fire. He would have made Collet d'Herbois and
Carrier seem small time.s (OC, 111, 638-39).

- This is Baroja's early view of Aviraneta as the representative of the

liberal spirit of the time. In later novels, Baroja comes up against
the real Aviraneta. Starting with the novels which deal with the
Carlist war, his description runs parailel to source materials, the pam-
phlets and articles written by Aviraneta himself, and Baroja becomes
uncomfortable with his protagonist, beginning to doubt his early image.
The real Avirancta is less liberal than Baroja originally represents
him. He makes enemies with Mendizébal and with Espartero and
works for Queen Marfa Cristina as a spy. Baroja accepts some of the
characteristics of the real Aviraneta and incorporates them into his
portrait but then stops, baffled, to question the veracity of some
of Aviraneta's statements, especially the pamphlet Mina y los proscri-
tos.® In El amor, el dandismo y la intriga, Baroja is conscious of
having deviated from strict historical truth in his exposition of Avi-
raneta’s adventures in view of the discrepancy between the real and the
fictional Aviraneta, and he renounces the intention of writing history. *
In his last novel Baroja attempts to make the portrait more coherent,
showing a repentant Aviraneta admitting some of his faults, especially

®  Obras completas, Vol. I, pp. 1250-51.

» Podrfa haber escrito una historia con pretensiones de seria de algunos
sucesos, porque muchos de mis datos son nuevos y desconocidos, pero des-
conffo de la historia que se tiene por seria.

»La historia es siempre una fantasfa sin base cientifica, vy cuando se pre-
tende levantar un tinglado invulnerable y colocar sobre él una consecuencia,
se corre el peligro de que un dato cambie y se venga abajo toda la armazén
histérica. Creyéndolo asi, casi vale mds afirmar las consecuencias sin los datos.»

Obras completas, Vol. 1V, p. 13.
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MADELEINE DE GOGORZA FLETCHER

From all this description which hides Aviraneta the real person and
destroys Aviraneta the fictional person emerges Aviraneta the historical
escape hero, who represents the day-dream of the small bourgeois,
bringing back the period in which the individual could rise to great
heights with the aid of energy and talent alone. Aviraneta needs no
cooperaticn from others to perform his feats, neither influential friends
nor a family fortune. The Simancas letters (Baroja accepts the inflated
importance which Aviraneta claims for this document in ending the
first Carlist war with the truce at Vergara)* are a perfect example of

¥  Aviraneta is given great credit for this turn of events by the historian
Antonio Pirala, Historia de la guerra civil (Madrid: Imprenta de los seiores
F. de P. Mellado, 1868-69), Vol. V, pp. 485.491. On the other hand, José
Segundo Flérez, Espartero’s biographer, who is naturally interested in showing
Espartero as the hero, explains the Convenio as a product of military pressure:

«Carecian de recursos, de crédito para obt los: halldb estacionados, nada
progresaban en su empeiio: las expediciones al interior habfanles sido fu-
nestas. No sélo su accién, sino hasta su pensamiento ba como rec

trado, encerrado dentro del estrecho dmbito de aquellas provincias. En situacién
tan violenta ;qué habfa de suceder? Dar rienda suelta a las recriminaciones
mutuas, echarse la culpa recfprocamente, los unos a los otros, de los males
que sufrfan: dividirse en bandos, crearse partidos. A estas causas naturales,
y no otras, debe atribuirse la escisién profunda que llegé a labrarse en las
filas rebeldes en los primeros meses del afio 39.»
José Segundo Flérez, Historia de Espartero, Vol. 11, p. 523.
Maroto is described as always having been ready to sue for peace. «Mis
propic para la intriga que para la guerra, abrigando al parccer desde su adve-
nimiento al mando proyectos de terminar ésta por medio de una avenencia
o transaccién, el nuevo general moderado-carlista constituye a su ejército en
un estado de inaccién que 2 la corte de D. Carlos, mucho mds cuando
se vio que separé de un golpe, valiéndose de la amistad que tenfa con el
ministro de la Guerra, Valdespina, 350 oficiales del bando exaltado. Asf llegé
pOCO a poco a establecerse una contrariedad grande entre el cuartel general
y el cuartel real, que habfa de tener un fin desastroso.»
Flérez, Historia de Espartero, Vol. 11, p, 528,
This interpretation diminishes Aviraneta’s role as mischief maker since it
implies that a grave separation of intentions existed between the pretender
and Maroto from the beginning. Flérez gives Aviraneta a very reduced role:
«Sobre todo, aquellos personages del bando apostdlico que habfan sido des-
terrados a Francia, ¥ que vefan confirmados sus progndsticos en el gran libro
de los hechos, arrojaron por este tiempo algunas proclamas que hacian circu-
lar con profusidn en las filas de aquel ejército, acusando de rebeldfa y de
traicién al genmeral Maroto: todo lo cual, unido a algunos otros papeles
alarmantes, del mismo género, con los cuales procuraban atizar el fuego de la
discordia los conspirados que tenfa en la frontera el gobierno de la reina,
entre los cuales sobresalia sin duda alguna el llamado Aviraneta, como diremos
después; puso en terrible conflicts al mencionado general Maroto.s
Flérez, Vol. II, p. 591.
The importance of Aviraneta’s role in preparing the ground for the Convenio
is not likely to be determined with exactitude in view of these conflicting
opinions, Aviraneta himself would claim full credit: «En diciembre ultimo,
al destinarme S. M. a Bayona, el estado de la guerra en las cuatro provincias
Vascongadas no era nada lisonjcro, y al volver de mi comisién en principios
yle octubre, han quedado ya pacificadas. Si la lectura y examen de esta Memoria
justifican, como creo, que he contribuido en mucho o gran parte al logro de
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the significant intervention of an individual in history. and thus a mo-
mentary comfort from the feeling of helplessness which overtook the
Spanish middle class in Baroja’s generation. )

But this is an artificial comfort and not a lasting one. Baroja cannot
conceal that Aviraneta's efforts will ultimately be in vain. From Ba-
roja's historical vantage-point the Spanish middle-class r.cvo.lution. has
failed and will be supplanted by some form of authoritarianism, either
fascism or communism. Baroja cxpresses this post-defeat, stoic phase
of liberalism in the character of Aviraneta, in his acceptance of defeat
without complaint. In his last novel on Aviraneta, Baroja uses one
of Aviraneta’s statements from the very first novel o{ the series as a
chapter heading, showing that whatever the inconsistencies of the
portrait of Aviraneta, Baroja intended this stoic acceptance of defeat
to be a unifying factor:

«My philosophy, if an adventurer can be pe.rmitted to have a
philosophy, has always been this: work with enthusiasm to
achieve things, and when I haven't achieved them, remain
tranquil and give them up without sorrow.» (0C, IV, 1128).

Baroja’s admiration for individual action and his distrust of gene-
ralized historical theories is typical of the individualistic class to which
he belonged. It is this individualism combined with pessimism about
the future of the middle class which makes Baroja prefer the story of
a nineteenth-century conspirator-arbitrista, who attempted to solve huge
national problems with ingenious stratagems, to theh amplitudt.: ’oi the
class struggle described by Galdés. At the same time, Baroja's sen-
timental loyalty to the still unrealized dream of the liberal past prevents
him from finding only color and drama in history like Valle-Inclén or
only philosophical harmony like Unamuno,

acificacién de mi patria, quedo complacido con l'gaberla hgcho este bien a
Laﬁ l’Re;rm.——Mad\'id 18 de noviembre de 1893.» Eugenio de Aviraneta, Memoria
dirigida al gobierno espariol (Madrid: N. Sanchiz, 1844), p. 86.
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CHAPTER IV

UNAMUNO

’

Unamuno wrote only one historical novel, Paz en la guerra. This
early novel, published in 1897, is quite unlike his abstract and simplified
later novels. In his introduction he calls it an episodio nacional, and
the novel includes much sociological background and historical informa-
tion on the forces in conflict in the second Carlist war, which Unamuno
sees as a struggle between the liberal commercial seaport, Bibao, and
the traditionalist Carlist countryside.

Unamuno uses representative characters to describe this conflict:
the Carlist Iturriondo family — the father, Pedro Antonio, a veteran of
the first Carlist war, the son, Ignacio, a casualty of the second — and
the liberal Arana family, belonging to the well-to-do Bilbao commercial
bourgeoisie, The novelistic exposition of the lives of the two families
and the description of the war with its economic and ideological back-
ground give way at the end of the novel to a metaphysical disquisition in
which the 1873 conflict is symbolic of the state of affairs mentioned
in the title — epeace in war.n Accepting struggle and civil war as an
eternal aspect of human existence whose larger context is unity and
peace, Unamuno makes an analogy between war and the eternal conflict
between sca and land which produces life:

aHistory was revealed to him as the enduring struggle of
peoples, whose goal, perhaps unachievable, is true unity of the
human race, a struggle without truce or rest. And then,
delving into the vision of the war, his mind submerged in the
infinite idea of peace. Sea and land beneath the blessing of
the sky celebrate their fertile union, the generator of life,
which the one initiates and the other conserves.»!

' Miguel de Unamuno, Paz en la guerra (Madrid: Austral, 1960), p. 247.
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