o that the nwme given to

The Tdand of Silver
The Prison in th Woot

the u&wﬁ. of our Lo
hindred and forty-fow
and, His Mark,

iy lady remar : ¢ g0 an

furbhier; that there is no such christian-name
a5 Gill, and that her: confident opinion is,
in T was made, &e, ( She'
erbain to beiright, but T never:
- T.was o foundling child, picked up some-
ere or: another;
; christian-name.to be Gill.

was Gilbert.

Tt is triie that

I was called Gills when employed at Snor- 1/

Bottom bebwixt Chatham and Maid:
to frighten birds ; but that had nothing

¢ith the Baptism wherein I was made;

ridge

for
me-in_the baptism |/
‘heard of

and. I always understood | the Royal Marines

long staff, and with a rough white

3o

ing that

| thatn

; nd faithful account of those
and my lady is writing ity word

- T say, there T was, a-leaning over the bul-
arks of the sloop Christopher Columbus in
e South American waters off the Mosquito
re - a subject of his
George of Ensland

racions Majesty

In those ‘climates, you.

wuch, - Twas doing nothing.
of the shepherd (my father
the hill-sides by Snorride

I wonder ) on
Bottom, with a

coat in all

| and wherein a number of things were

- promised for me by somebody, who let me
~alone

' them,
th

and who, T consider, must have been
,gg&%

- of Gills was :
or gills, which a6 that

part, calls to.

s afterwards asto performing-any ofi

, who used tolet.

v of his hiut by night, and
et me go about with him and:
his sheep by day when T coull }
else tp do, and who used to gi 50 ]
of his victuals and so muchof his staff; that

m-=which was what h
T expect—rto be

‘ preference to Snoyridge

ed about the

‘niine-and-twenby years,

world for

‘hand with the ring

o be sureitwi

; nes)

| South Ameriean waters,
'shepherd,
I

in all, when
Dright’ blue

I stood looking nlong ‘those. !
he

_ . Looki
T may say. Watchir :
half-waking dream, with my e halfshut,

he, and his flock of sheep, and Lis two.
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dogs, seemed fo move away from the ships
_side; far away over the blue waber, and go
- - right down into the sky. S :

H1t's rising oub of
veice said close to me. T had been thinking
on so, that it like woke me with a staxrt;
though it wag no stranger voice than the

ice’ of Harry Chavker; my own com

voice

Silver-Store, when the weather was fuir, in

sloop onee a-year; as I have alrendy mon-
tioned ; from Jamaica it ‘went, of eourse; all
orld o L

How T cume tohe aboard: the armed sloop,
is ensily told. Four-and-twenty marinesunder

de. S fiEe ;
“What's rising out of the water, steady 22
T asked my comrade, e

“What 7" says he, “The Island?
£0L The Tsland 1 says T tusning n
eyes townrds it “True; I forgot the Tstand,
“Forgot the port you're going to?. That's

odd; an’t it 't

command of a lientenant—that officer's name
W inderwoods—had been told off .at Belize,
to proc o Silver-Store, ‘in aid of boats

| and seamen stationsd there for:the chaco
of the Pirates. /The island wus. considered:

n_good post of observation: against: the
pirates, both by land and sea; neither the
pirat

“Ttis0dd,” says T.

“And odd,” he-said, slowly considering.

with-himself, “an’t even. "Ts'it, Gill 22
He had always a.remark just like that &
‘make, and seldom - another.. As soon as he

-bad brought a thing round to what it was

not, he was satisfied. ~ He was one of the

best. of “men; and, in a certain sort of a

way, one with the least to say for himself.
“Tqualify it," because, besides ~being “able to
read and write like a Quarter-master;-he had
always one most excellent idea in his mind.
That: was, Duty.. Upon my sonl, I dou’t
believe, though T. nmwgwpo learning beyond
everythiug, that he could have got 5 better
idea out of all the books in the world, if h

that the relnforcement was sent, . Of that

DMajesty’s service,
- The night came
the foresoing words with Charker.: "All the

wondertul bright colors went oub of ‘the: se:

‘and tolook down at themselvesin the seajover

‘morning, we cast anehor off the Island. - There

| was a snug harbor within a little ireef; there

had learnt: them every
cleverest of scholavs, jr
My comrade and 1 had been guartered

in-Jamaica, and from thers we had been
drafted off to" the  Beitish settlement of

Belize, lying away West and North of the
-Mosquito coast. - At Belizs there had been
great alarm of one cruel gang of pirates
(there 'were always more pirates than enough
- in. those Caribbean Seas), and as they ot
the better of our English’cruisers by running
-into out-of-the-way creeks and: shallows, and
taking the land when 'they were hotly.
- pressed, the governor of Belize had received
“orders: from home to keep a sharp look-out
for them along sliore. . Now, there wasan
armed  sloop: came. onee a-year from . Port
Royal, Jamaica, to the Island, laden with
~all manner of necessaries, 10 eat and to.drink;
~7-and to wear, and to use'in varions ways; and
3t was ‘abourd of ‘that sloop. which ‘had
touched at Belize, that Twas a-standing, lean-
“ing over the bulwarks. o 2t
; The Island was occupied by avery small
English colony, It had been given the name
of Bilver-Store, The reason of its heing so
_called, was, that the Englishi-colony owned
- and worked ‘a silver mine over on the main-
land, in Honduras, and nsed this island ss'a
: convenient place to store their silver
ntil it was annually fetehed away by the
mg,omw 1t was brought down from the mine
 to the coast on the backs of mules, attended

ord, and heen the

life, and the life of the Englis

. E,w Emn&MHﬁ&wua.@.&. guarded: by white

w&?mo at the top like plumes of magnificent
green feathers ; there were all the: objects

,pﬁagmo?mg%moag.gméurwiwmqmoém-
thing else to. tell about. ; i
Great rejoiciugs; to be sure, were made

on:our-arvival, . Allthe flags in the place:

down tolook ab us. One of those Sambo fel-

and yemained on board after we had: let @o
our anchor. . He was called: Christian George
King, and: was fonder. of - all hands than

self, that on that first day; if T'had been cap~
tain of the Christopher Columbus, instead of

-private in the Royal Marines, I should have
Jkicked Christian George King==who was no

more - Christian, than he ‘was a King, ora
‘George—over the side without exactly knows
ing.why, except that it was the right thing
to do. : . o
Bty

T Bzmn,mwmémmmowﬂmmmy ?pnw%ﬁ not

Ander avms that morning, abosrd the Chis
fopher . Columbug - in the harbor of the
Island: of Silver-Stove, T had had a hard
6 n the Island
seemed too easy and 100 gay, fo please mo,

5 from thence, it was conysyed over to|

“Here you are,” I thought fo myself, “good

the cances of that country; from Silver-
| Btore, it was carried to Jamaica by

. o med:
he water, steady,”” o

rate ship nor yether boats had been seen by
any of ug, but they had been somuch heard of;

Iwas one. Itincludeda corporalanda
 Oharkerwas corporal; and. the ser-.
's name was Drooce. He was the most
tyrannical non-commissioned  officer in Flis
n, soon after T-had had
and sky, in a few minutes, and all the shays
in the Heavens seemed to shine out together,

one another’s shonlders, millions-deep.: Next

was asandy beach ; there were cocoanut trees:
1t drigh straight- stems, quite bave, and:

‘that are usually seen'in those ' parts, and T

were hoisted, all the : guns- in"the, place were -
fired, and: all’ the people inthe place came

lows-—they call ‘those natives Sambos, when
they- are half-negro: and:half-Indian — had
come off -outside the reef; to pilot ugin,

‘anybody else was, ' Now, T confesy, for my<

i1 apuartionlarly pleasant humor, when Istood

Charles :Dickens.]
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scholars and good livers; able o Tead what
you like, able ‘to ‘write whatiyou:like; able
to ent and drink what.yon ' like; and -spend
what yowlike, and do what: you like 3 and
much:you care for-a poor; ignorant: Private
in the Royal Marines ! Vet it's: hard, too, T
think, that you should-have-all:the half-
pence; and Tallthekicks ;- youwall the smaoth,
and:Lall -the rough:; you:all the-oily'and I
all the vinegar? It was as-envious a thing
to think as might be, leb:alone its being non-
sensical'; ‘but, T-thought it, T took “if.so
much amiss, that; when a very beautiful young
English lady came aboard, 1 grunted: to my-
self, - Aht yow have: got a lover, Tl be

“bound 2 As if there wag any new offence

to'me inithat, if she had!

She-was sister to the captain’ of our sloop,
who:had been.in a'poor-way for some {ime,
and:whowag so.illthensthat he was obliged to
be carried ashore,She was the child ot a mili-
tary: officer,” and -had : come: out-‘there - with
hey: gister, who was married to- one’of ‘the
owners.of the silver-mine; and who-had three
childven with her. It was -easy 1o :see that
she:was the lightand - spirit of: the TIsland.
After T-had got-a-good'look at her, Terunted
to myself again, in an even worse state. of
mind .than before, #TIl be' dammned; if -1
don’thate:him;swhoever heis 17

My officer, Lientenant Linderwood, was as

il as the captain .of ‘the 'sloop,  and- was

carried ashore; too.: They were both young
men of aboutmy: age; who had: been:delicate

~incthe: West: India-climate, I even took,
that, in bad-part.- T thonght I wwas much’

fitter: for:the awork than. they were, and
thab if all: of us-had  our-deserts, T should
be both of them rolled inte one. - (It may be
imagined what sort of an'officer: of marines I
should have made; without: the power :of
reading -a written' order.: . And as-toany
knowledge how tocommand thiesloop—Tiord!
I shonld have sunk her in a quarter:of an
howwty i o B :
However; such were.my: reflections’; and
when'sve men-were: ashore’ and: digmissed,; I
strolled about: the place along-with-Charker,
making my observations in o similar spirit.

Tt was a pretiy place:in: all-its arvange-|.

ments: partly: South Ameriean ‘and - parily
English; . and: very agreeable. to look at on

that aceount, being like- a hit-of home: that

had:got chipped off and’had floated away. to
that spot, acecommodating’ itself to: circumn-
stances as it drifted along. - The huts of the
Sambos, to the number: of five-and-twenty,
perhaps,-were.down by the:beach to the l:ft
of “the anchorage. : O the. right Ayasia sork:

of ‘harrack, -with a South - American Flag

and.the Union Jack, flying from the same

staff; where -the little ;H,usmwmr ‘colony: conld:

all'come together, if ‘they saw oceasion, Tt
was.a walled square of building, withi: a sort
of pleasure-ground: inside, and. inside  that
againa:sunken block likewpowder magazine;

with a-little square trench ‘round ‘it and

steps down to the door.”  Charker and I
were looking - in: at the " gate, which' was
not guarded ;- and- T had said to Charker,
inreference tothe bit like a powder maga-
zing; ¢ that's where. they keep. the ‘silver,
youwsee; ” and Charker had said to me, after
thinking it:over, * Andsilver an't gold, Isit,
Gill 2% " when the ‘beautiful’ young English
lady: T had ‘been'so bilious- about, looked out
of adoor, or .o window——at all events:looked
out; from: under a bright ‘awning, Sheno
sooner saw us'two in-uniform, than she'came
out go:quickly that she was still putting on
herbrond Mexican hat of plaited straw when
we saluted. . : ; 8

“Would: you like to-come-in,” she. said,
“and see the place 7. It is Tather a-curious
place. ¢
- We thanked the-young lady, and- said we
didn’t wish to be-troublesome ; but, she said.
it-eould’ be -no-trouble:to an . English-sol-
dier’s daughter, to show. English soldiers
how' theiv- countrymen -and -countrywomen.
fared, so far away from England; and con-
sequently -we- saluted again; and went in,
Then; ag-we stood:in"the shade, she showed
us(beingas- affable”asbeautiful), how ‘the
different families :lived  in’ their separate
houses; and.how there was, a-general house
for stoves, and & general reading-room, and a
general room: for music’ and:dancing, and-a
room for:Chuveli ;and how there were other
houses on the rising-ground called the Signal
Hill; where they lived in-the hotter weather.

#Your officer-has:been caxried up. there”
she said,“and my brother, too, for the better
aire At present, our: fow ‘vesidents. are dis-
persed-over botlspots . deducting; that-ds 1o
say; such of ournumber as.are- always going
to, or coming frony,-or staying at, the Mine.”

(*“He is-among - one of: those parties, 'L
thought, “and Thwish:somebody would knock
his head off ). :

“ Some - of ‘our-married. ladies live here?
she said, “during’ at lenst half the year; as
lonely as widows; with their children .0

“Many. children here, ma’am 3

% Seventeen, There:are: thivbeen. married
Iadies; and-there ave eight ke me Yo o

There were: not eight like her——there was
notone-like her—in the wo; She meant,
single. - : s .
“Which, with about thirty Enelishmen of
yarious degrees,”:said the young lady, ¢ form
the little colony now:on the-Islaud: - I ‘don't
count-the sailors, for they don't-belong to ns.
Nor the' soldiers,” she gave us a gracious:’
stile:when-she spoke of the soldiers; “for
‘the same reason.? S :

% Nor the Sumbos, -ma'am,” said L

£ No,? S

# Under. your favor; and with ‘your leave,
ma'am,” said I, “ ave they trostworthy 27,

¥ Perfectly - We' are -all very kind to
them; and:theyare very gratefubtousl o

4 Indeed; ma’am? . Now-—=Christian ,,mcn,.w.m‘
Bing ezt E : e
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6 Very. much attached to us all.. Would
dieforms? 0 :
- -She was; ag.in: my uneducated - way T have
" ohserved: very - beautiful . women . almost
““alwnys Lo be; 50 composed;: that her com-
‘posuve. gave- greabaveight. to  what she said,
and: T believed it e
. Then; she’ pointed - out. to us the:building
like -2 powder: magazine, and-explained to
ug i what manner the silver was brought
fromthe mine, and was. brought-over from
the mainland, " andwas:stored theve. The
Christopher: Columbus-would live: a. rich
lading, she. said,for there had been-a great
yield ‘that year, a much richer yield than
usnal; and there was a chest of jowels besides:
the silver. : ; ;
When:we had looked about us, and were
getting. sheepish, through fearing -we were
troublesome; she- turned us over o a young
woman, English born but- West-India-hred,
who. served” her as her maid, This young
woman was the widow-of a non-commissioned.
officerin “a: regiment of the. line. :She had
gobmarried-and widowed at 8t. Vincent; with
“only-a/few months between the twoevents.
She was a little saucy woman, with abyight
pair of eyes; rather a neat little foot and figure
and-rather a neat little turned-up nose.The
sort-of 'young woman; I considered at the
time; who appeared: to. invite you toigive her
a-kiss; and who would -have. slapped your
face if you accepted the invitation, oo
I couldn’t make oub her name. at firsts
for; when- she gaveit in-angwer to my in-
‘quiry, it sounded like® Beltos, which didn’
sound: right. But, when'we. became better
‘acquainted—which was while Charkerand I
were -drinking sugar-canesangaree, which
she: inade -in a-most “excellent  manner-~I
found: that her Christian name was Tsabella,
which they.shortened into Bell, and that the
nawe - of the ‘deceased: ‘non-commissioned
offieer. was Tott Being:the kind -of :neat
little woman it was natural to.make & toy of;
—T'never saw a womanso like a toy in'my
- life—stie had got the plaything name of Bell:
tobt, - In short; she had noother name.on the
igland. - Bven My, Commissioner;  Pordage
(and:fie-was g grave one !) formally addressed
ber asMrs. Belltott: But, T shall. come ‘to
“Mr Gommissioner Pordage presently.

The name of: tle captain of thesloop-was
Cuptain. Maryon; and therefore it was: no
news: to ~hear from’ Mrs. Belltott, that his
aister;, the beantiful unmarvied young English
lady; was Miss Maryon. Thenovelty-was, that
her’ Christian name: was Marion too;” Mavion
Maryon, Many a time T have. run off those
two names inmy thoughts, like s bitof verse,
O many, and many, and many, & time'!

- 'We sawoub allithe drink-that was pro-
duesd,’like ‘good men and true;: and then
toole ourdenves, and-went down to-the beach:
The weather was beautifuly the wind steady,
low; and gentle; theisland, npicture; thesea,
apicture; the sky, a picture. In that country

there ave two rainy seasons in the year.-.One
sets in' ab about our English Midsummer ; the
other, about a’ fortnight:after our English
Michaelmas. It-was the beginuning of Aungust
ab that time ; the first-of these.rainy seasons
wag well over; and everything’ was in its

‘most beautiful growth, and had its lovelicst

look upon it s
“ They enjoy. themselves here,” I says to
Charker, turning  surly. again, - “This  is
better than private-soldiering.”: i
We had come down to the beach; to be
friendly  with the  boat’s-crew. who.. were
camped and hutted there ; .and we were ap-
proaching fowards: their . quarters: over: fhe

‘sand, when Christian -George King comes

up from the: landing-place at a wolf's:trot,
erying, % ¥up, So-Jeer |- which was that
Sambo Pilot’s barbarous way of saying, Hallo,
Soldier! T have stated mysclf to be aman

‘of no learning, and, if Lentertaln. prejudices,

I hope. allowance may be made. T will
now confess-to one. It may: be a right one
or it may be a wrong one;buf; Tnever did
like Natives, except in the form of oysters,

So, when: Christian George: King, who was
individually unplessant-to me besides, comes
atrobting along the sand, clucking * Yup;So-
Jear 12T had a thundering good mind o let
fly ab him with my wight: I certainly should
have done it, bub that. it would have exposed
me to reprimand. . :

«Yup, So-Jeer 1" gays he. " “ Bad job,”

“What do-yow mean 2’ says I,

“Vup, So-Jeer 17 says lie,* Bhip Leakee.

% Ship leaky 27 says L

“Tes, 2 sayy he, with a nod thatlooked as if

it was jerked out of him by a most violent:

hiccup—which is the: way with those savages,
T 'cast: my eyes at Charker, and we -both
heard: the pamps going wboard:the sloop, aud

‘saw: the sigual run up; % Come “on board ;

hands-wanted from :the shore.”. " In no:time
soms of - the sloop’s liberty-men were alrendy
running down: to the water's. edge, and: the
party of seamen; under orders: agninst the
Pirates, were. putting -off to. the: Columbus
in:two: boats. i

«0On- Christian George' King :sar ‘herry
sorry 1" says that Sambo  vagabond, then.
% Chivistian. George - King “ery,” Buglish fash-
jon 1" His English fashion of crying was to
sovew his black knuckles into his eyes; howl
like o dog, and roll himself on higback on the
sand, It was trying not o kick hiny byt T
gave  Charker. the. word, “« Double-quick,
Harry 1 and we - got down to the ‘water's

edge, and got-on hoard the sloop:

Bysome means orother;shehad sprimg such

‘aTenk, that 1o pumpingwould-keep her free ;

andwhat between the two fears that she would
o-down - in the harbor, and that; evenif she
id- not,-all the supplies she hind brought
for- the little colony would e destroyed by
the. sen-water as il rose in her, there rwas

 great-confusion. In the midab of it Captain

Maryon was heard hailing from the  heach,

Charles Dickens.)
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Heéhad been carried down: in- hishammock,
and looked verybad ; but, ‘he insisted ‘on
being: stood :theve:on:his feet; and T~ saw
him, myself, come off in"the boaly sitting up-
right in’ the: stern-sheets; as- if nothing-was
wrong with him, : ; :

A quiele sort of - couneil” was held, “and
Captain Maryon soon ‘resolved thiab we:must
all fall to work to get the" cargo-out, and,
that when that was'done, the guns and heavy
matlers must be' got - out; nnd: that the sloop

nust be’ hauled ashove,-and'.careened, and:

tlie -leal stoppedi’’ "We were all: mustered
(the Pirate-Chace party volunteering);-and
told ‘off into. parties, with so many- hours.of
spell and so'many hours of ‘relief, and weall
went ab 1t with a'will, Christian George King
was ‘entered one of the parby-in which 1

“worked; ‘at his' own request, and- he ‘went

at- it with ag good a will*as any-of the
rest: T He' wenbat it with so much hearti-
ness; to say the’ truth, that he vose:in my
good’ opinion; almost as™fast’ as the water
rose in" the ship.. Which was fast enough,
and faster. : ;

My, Commissioner Pordage kept-in-a red
and “black * japanned box; lke  ar family
lump-sugar box, some document ‘o other
which some Sambo chief-or other had got
drunk and spilt some ink over (as well'asI
conld understand’ the matter), and. by that
meang had given up lawful ‘possession: of -the
Tsland,” Through having Hold of this -box,
M. Pordage got his title- of Commissioner.
He wag styled Consul, too, and spoke of him-
self ag ¢ Government.” v

“He was astifijointed, high-nosed old gen-
tleman, without an ounce of fat on him, of-a
very angry temper and .a very yellow com-
plexion:” Mrs. Commissioner Pordage;, making
allowanece for difference of sex; was much the
same, - Mr, Kitten, a small, youngish; bald,
botanical and mineralogical gentleman, also
connected with the  ‘mine-~but everybody
there was that; more orless—was sometimes
called by - My, Commissionsr “Pordage, his
Vice-comniigsioney; ‘and: somebimes ™ his De-
puty-gonsul, - Or sometimes he spoke of Mr,
Kitten, merely as'being “under Government.”

The beach was beginning “to-be o lively
gsesne with the preparations for careening the

“gloop, and; with eargo, and spars, and rigging,

and water-casks, " dotted -about “it, and with
temporary quarters for themen rising up there
outof such sails and oddsand endsascould be
Bestset on one side to- mauke them, when M,
Comuissioner Pordage comes downin a high
fluster; and asks for Captain Maryon.: The
Captain, ill nshe'was, was slung: in his ham-
mock  betwith: two trees that he  might
divect; and:he raised:his head; and answered
for hiimgelf. S :

S #Cuptain Marvyon,” eries Mr, Commissioner

“Pordage, ¥ this is not officials  This is nob

reglar.” . ‘ :
%510 gy the Captaln, “if-hath ‘been

arranged - with the clerks and - supereargo,

| slones Pordage, ¢ there hath beenno written

little; a5 he looked out of his hammiock ; * be-

1oy helpless on her:side: like n greatfish-out

that yow should be"communicated With; and
requested to-render: any litile-assistanccéthat
may-lie in‘your: power. = I am: quite  certain
that hathbeen duly done

 Claptain. Maryon,” ‘replies Mr. . Conmnis-

correspondence, - No documents have passed,
nomemoranda have been made; no minutes
have  ‘been- made, no ‘entries: and: connter-
entries” appear.in’ the official muniments.
Thisisindecent.: I callupon you, sir; to-desist,
until alli s vegulay, or:Government will take
this up. :

74 Bir gays Captain * Maryon; - chafing a

tween the chancesof Government taking-this
up, and my ship taking herself-down, T.much
preferto trust myself to the former”

“You' doy sir?’-eries: Mr.-Commissioner
Pordage, -

#T do, siv,: says: Captain-Maryon, lying
down-again. &

“Phen, M. Kitten;” says the Commissioner,
% send np instantly for my Diplomatic coat.”

He 'was dressed ina linen-suit-at that
momeént ; but; My, Kitten started ‘off himself
and brought dewn the Diplomatic coat, which
was-a “blue’ cloth-one; gold-laced; and with o
crown on the button.

8 Now, M Kitten,” sayy-Pordage, “ T
fnstruet you, -as - Viee-commissioner, -and
Deputy-consul- of this place, to-demand of
Captain Maryon,” of the’ sloop- Christopher
Columbus; whether he “drives me to - the act
of putting this:coat-ont”

“#Mr, - Pordage,” says - Captain - Maryon,
looking' out of ‘his hanmmock-again, “asT-can
hear-what you ‘say, I can -answer: it without
troubling the gentleman, - I should be'sorry
that you should he at the pains of putting on
too hot-a coat'on my account ;but, otherwise,
you miay put‘it on hind-side before; or inside-
out; o with your legs' in the sleeves; oy your
head'in:theskirts, for any objection that Thave
to offer to your thoroughly pleasing yoursel”

“Very good, Captain Maryon,” says-Por-
dage;.in a tremendous passion. *Very good,
sir; © Be'the consequences ou your ownhead !
MroKitten, as it has  come to -this, help.me
o with it : ;

‘Whenhe had giventhatorder, hewalked off
inthe eoat; and all ournames were taken; and
T was. afterwards told: that MiKitten-wrote
from -his' ‘dictation’ 'more -~ than a bushel of
lavge: paper on the subject, which cost more
before-it was done-with; than:ever could be
caleulated; ‘and: which® only: got-done with
after-ally by being-losbi o
~oQurwork wentb. on - merrily,  nevertheless,
andthe Christopher Columbus, hauled -up,

of water. - While she wag in: that state; there
was o feash; or a'ball oriun entertainmenty or
mors properly: all three together;, given us-in
lionor-of ‘the ship, andthe- ship’s’ company,
andthe other visitors. - At that assembly, I
believe,; T saw all the inhabitants then upon
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theTsland; withoutany exception; = T took-zio’

particular‘notice: of smore-than-a few, but I
Hound :it-very agreeable in that little corner
of the world to-see the children; who were of
all ‘ages, ‘and -mostly very pretty—as they
mostly are. There was one handsome elderly
lady; withvery dark eyes and’ grey hair,
that T inquived -about., I was told that her
name.was Mrs,:Venning ; and her married
danghter, a - fair-slight - thing, ~was - pointed:
out - to ‘me by the name of Fanny Fisher,
Quite.a- child she looked, swvith a/little copy
of lierself- holding® to her: dress; and her
husband;-just - come <back from  the: mine,
exceeding “proud . of  her. . They wereia
good-looking set of people on the whole, but
I-didn’t. like then. -I was .out of sorts;
in conversation with-Charker, I found fauls
with allof ‘them, - I said of Mrs. Venning,
she was: proud; of Mrs. Fisher, she wag'a
delicate little baby-fool: . 'What did Ithink of
this'one?  Why; he was a fine gentleman.
What did I-say to ‘that one b 'Why, she was
afing lady.. 'What could: you expect themto
be (I asked Charker), nursed:in: that climate,
with  the  tropieal: night shining for - thém,
musical - instruments- playing: to. them, great
trees: bending-over them; soft -lamps light-
ing them, fire-flies sparkling in among them,
bright-flowers.and birds brought into exis-
tence to- please their: eyes, delicious drinks to
be had for-the pouring out, delicious fruits to
be got for the picking, and-every one dancing
and:murmuring -happily in the-scented -air,
with the sea breaking low:on' the:veef for
a:pleasant chorus, : ;

% Fine gentlemen and fine ladies, Harry.}”
I gaya to Charker, “ Yes, T'think so ! Dolls!
Dollst 2 Nob the sorb.of stufl for wear, that
comes of poor private soldiering inthe Royal
Marines:!? ; : : ;

However,: I could not gainsay. that they
were very :hospitable: people, and-that: they
treated us uncomumonly well, . Bvery: man: of
us- was:ab the entertainment, and:Mrs, Bell-
tott had more-partners:than she could dance
with::though-she danced allnight, too, ~As
to Jack (whether-of the Christopher.Colum-
hus, or-of -the Pirate pursuit parby, it made
no difference),-he danced: with' his- brogher
Jack, danced with-himself, danced with the
moon; the stars, the trees, the prospect; any-
thing, 1 -didn’t greatly take to the chief-
officer ofthat party, with his bright eyes,
brown face,. and easy-figure. I didn't much
like his way-when he first happened: to come
where weavere, with Miss Maryon on his arm.
¥.0h, Captain Carton,” she says; *here-are
two friends of mine ! - He says, “Indeed ?
These . two. Marines?”—meaning - Chavker
and self, % Yes, saysishe,“ I showed these
two friends of mine.when they first came, all
the wonders of:: Silver-Stove.” - He gave us a
laughing:look,and says he, “ You.are inluck,
men. I would be disrated and go before the
mast to-morrow; to-be shown the way upward
again’ by such-a guide. - "Yow-are in- luck,

‘of Serjeant Drooce.one day

ment Whien we had saluted, and he and
the young Tady had waltzed away, I'said,
“You are a pretty fellow, too, to falk of luck.
You niay go to the Devil 1™

Mr. Commissioner Pordage:and Mrs. Com-
missioner; showed -among the company on
that  oceasion like the King and Queen of a
much  Greater “DBritain than, Great Britain.
Only two other ‘civeamstances in that jovial

pight' made: much separate impression on-

nie, - One wag thig: " A.man in our draft
of ‘marines, named Tom.: Packer,  a wild

unsteady young fellow, but-the son of:a

respectable shipwright in Portsmouth-Yard,
and ' pood- scholar ~who -had been -well
brought - np, comes to me_ after a spell-of
dancing; and takes me- aside by -the elbow;
and says, swearing angrily :

“Gill Davis, I hope H:E%_ uof be the: death

Now, I lknew: Drooce always. had borne
particalarly hardion this man, and I:knew
this'man-to be of a very hot temper: so, I
gatd-: ; : e

“Tat,; nonsense!. don’t talk so to medIf
there’s a man in:the corps who scorns the

name’ of” an assdssin, that man and Tom’

Packerare one.”

Tom: wipes his “head,- being in-a mortal
sweat; and says he: :

# I:hope so, but I can’t- answer: for myself
when'he lords it over me, as he has just now
done, - before n -woman. ' I tell you:what,
Gilt't. Mark my wordst It will go hardiwith
Serjeant Drooce; if ever we are.in an engage-
ment together, and he has ‘to look. to: me to
save him: Let him say a prayer then, if he
knows.one, for it's all over with him, and he
is-on hisDeath-bed. - Mark my words 1"

I did mark his words, and- very soon after-
wards,-too, as will:shortly be taken down,

The other:circurastance- that I noticed at
that ball, was, the galety and attachment of
Christian: George Xing. - The innocent spirits
that- Sambo Pilot was in, and the imposs
sibility hie found himself under of showing
all-the little colony, but especially-the. ladies
aud children; how fondhe was of them; how
deyoted:to them, and ‘how: faithful to them
for:life-and. death; for- present, future, and
everlasting, made a great-impression ‘on me,
If-ever a man, Sambo-or: no- Sambo, was
trustfal and trusted, to-what may- be. ealled
quite ap infantine and-sweetly beantiful ex~
tent, surely, T thought that morning when T
did ab last iie. down to vest, it was that Sambo
Pilot, Chiristian George King. :

This may:account for my dreaming of him.
He' stuck in' my sleep; cornerwise, and . T
couldn’s-get:him out: - He was always flifting
about’ me, dancing round me; and" peeping
in".over my. hammock, though T avoke and
dozed off -again fifty times. AL last, when I
opened my:eyes, there he really was, looking

‘incat-the open:side of the litble dark hut;

whichwas made of leaves, and had Charker's
hammock slungin it ag well as mine, :
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“Bo-Jeer ! ”-says-he, in a. sort of n-low
croak “Yupt? 2 i

“ Hallo 1 says. Iy starting up. ¥ What'?
You are there, ave-you 17 :

#Iss,”? says-he. % Christion George King
got news.”

“What news has he got ”

“ Pirates.out 1

I:wason my feet in o sccond.. 8o was
Charker.... We were both awave that: Captain
Carton; in. command-of the boats, constuntly
watchied the main:land: for o secret: signal,
though;-of course, it was not known to such
as:us-what the signal -was,

Christian George King had vanished before
we tonched the ground. But, theword was
already passing-from - but to-hut to turn.oub
quietly, and ‘we knew that the niuible bar-
barian.had” got hold of the truth, or some-
thing near it.

In a space among the trees behind the en-

campment-of us.visitors, naval and military,
was: o snugly-screened spot, where we kept
the :stores that were in use, and did our
cookery, The word was passed to-assemble
here.: It was very quickly given, and was
given .(so far-as: we were .concerned): by
Serjeant Drooce, who was .as good in a
soldier point of . view, -as-he was bad in a
tyrannical one. 'We were ordered.to drop
into. this space, quietly, behind the trees, one
by-one... Aswe assembled here, the seamen
assembled too, ~Within ten ‘minutes, as. I
should estimate, we were all heve, except the
usual-guard-upon the beach, . The beach. (we
could see- it through the wood).looked as it
always had done in. the hottest time.of .the
day.-The guard were in- the shadow of ‘the
sloop’s hull, and nothing was moving but the
sea, and that moved very fiintly.. -Work had
always.been knocked off at that hour, until
the.sun grew less flerce, and the sea-breeze
vose ;. s0-that its being holiday with us, made
no difference, just then, in the look ‘of the
%Eom. But, 1 may mention that it was a
liday, and -the’ first we had had since.onr
hard work -began. Last night's ball. had
been given, on the leak’s being repaired, and
the. careening. done, Theworst.of the worl
was:.over; and  to-morrow.we were to begin
to. get the sloop afloat again, .

We: marines  were. now: drawn up here,
under: arms, - The. chace-pavty were drawn
up separate. . The  men -of the Colambus
were: drawn- up - separate. . The officers
stepped -out.-into -the -midst of  the three
parties, and..spoke: 5o as all might hear.
Captain’ Carton: was the officer in command,
and . he had a spy-glags in-his hand. ‘His
coxswain stood . by  him avith ‘another spy-
glass, and with a_slate on which he seemed
to have been taking down signuls:

* Now,men!” says Captain Carton; “Thave
tolet youknow,for your satisfaction : Firstly,
that there ave ten pirate-hoats, strongly-man-
nedand armed, lying hidden up sereel yonder

on the coast, under the overhanging branches

of the dense. trees. :Secondly, that ‘they
will-certainly come- out ‘thig night when'the
moon. rises; on a pillaging and -murdering
expedition, of ‘whick some part..of-the main
land is - the- object, Thirdly-—don’t: cheer,
men—that we will give -chace, and,if we
can. get at them, rid" the world  of “them,
please God: !

Nobody spoke, that. I-heard,-and nobody
moved, that: T saw. - Yet there was a-kind of
ring; as if every man answered and approved
with the best blood that was. inside of him.

#Bir” says Captain. Maryon, “I beg to
volunteer-on-this service, with myboats. "My
people volunteer, to the ship’s-boys.”

“In His Majesty’s name-and service,” the
other answers, touching’ his hat, I accept
your aid with pleasure.. Lieutenant Linder-
wood,; how will you divide your men ¥’

I was.ashamed—1I give:it out to-be written
down as large aud” plain- as’ possible—I: was
heart and soul ashamed of my thoughts of
those $wo sick officers, Captain' Maryon and
Lieutenant Linderwood, when I saw them,
then and . theve, © The spirit. in- those - two
gentlemen = beat - down. their - illness- (and
very ill. T knew them to- he).like: Saint
George beating down the Dragon. - Pain and
weakness; want of ease and-want-of vest, had
no more place in-their minds than fear itself.
Meaning now to. express for my lady to write
down, exactly what I felt then: and there, I
felt thiz: % You two brave fellows that'T have
been so gradgeful of, T know that if you were
dying you would put it off to get up. and do
your best, and then you would be so modest
that in lying down again to die, you .would
havdly say, ‘I did i 77 :

It did me good, - It veally did me good.

But, to go back to-where I broke off, -Bays

Captain' Carton “to Lieutenant Linderwood,
“ Sir, how will you divide your men-? There
is not'room:for all ; and a few men should, in
any case, be-left here.”
- There " -was: some - debate .about it . At
last, it was resolved to. leave eight Marines
and . four seamen  on - the - Tsland, besides
the - sloop’s two- boys.. And -becanse it was
considered that the friendly Sambos would
only- want- to. be commanded in-.case of
any danger:(though - none.at all was appre-
hended -there),. the officers were in"favour
of -leaving the two- non-commissioned . offi-
cers, Drooce and  Charker. It :was~a heavy
disappointment to  them, just as my being
one of the.left was. a-heavy disuppointment to
me~~then, butnot soon afterwards.. ‘We men
drew lots for i, and I drew “Island.” So
did - Tom Packer. So, of course, did four
move of our rank and file,

‘When this was settled, verbal instruetions
were given to all hands to keep the intended
expedition secret, in order that the women
and children might'not “be: alavmed, or the
expedition put_ in_a diffenlty by more
volunteers. *~The assembly was to-be on that
same spot, &6 sunset, Evegy-man was to keep
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upan -appearance, meanwhile, -of ‘occupying
himgelf i his usual way. - That is to-say,
every man excepting four old trusty seamen,
whowere appointed; with an officer, to see to
the arms and ammanition, and to muffle the
rullocky of the boats, and tomakeeverything as
trim and-swift and silent as it conld be made:
The SBambo:Pilot had been present all the

while, in ease of his being wanted, and had said |

to theofficer in'command, fivé hundred times
over ifi he liad- said it once, that” Christian
George King would stay with' the So-Jeers,
and take cave of ‘the booffer ladies and the
booffer'‘childs—booffer being - that native’s
expression forbeautiful, " He was now asked’
a-few questions concerning the putting off of
the boats, and in particular whether there
was any way ‘of embarking at the'back of the
Island : which Captain Carton would “have
half liked to'do; and then have'dropped round
i its shadow and slanted across to the main;
But, “No,* says Chiistian George” King:
“No, no, nol- Told yowso, ten timei No,
1o, :no I All reef; all vock; all swim, all
drown | " Striking out as he said it like a
swimmer gone mad, and tarning over-on
his back on dry land; aud spluttering himself
to-death, in‘a manner-that made Lim' quite
an exhibition.

The sun’ went down, after appearing to
be'a’long time about it, and the assembly
was ‘called.  Every man answered to  his
name, of course;” and -was' ab his post; It
was not yet black- dark, and the roll was
only just gone through, when up comes Mr.
Comumissioner Pordage with his Diplomatic
conb on, ;

“Captain Carton,” says he, #Sir, what is
this: 37 ; :

“This, Mr.- Commissioner,” (he was very
short with him) “is an. expedition against
the Pirates, Tt is a secret expedition, so
please to keep it a secret.”

*Sir,” " says - Commissioner Pordage, “I
trust’ there is: going to ‘be no  unnecessary.
criielty committed $%

“Sir,” veturns the officer, # I trust not.”

“That is ‘not eunough, sir,” cries' Commis-
sioner Pordage, getting wroth..“ Captain Car-
ton, I give you notice. - (Government requires
youw to treat the enemy with great delicacy,
consideration, clemeney, and forbearance.”

“ Sir,” says” Captain Carton,  “I am’ an
English *Officer,” commanding English’ Men,
and I hope I am not likely to disappoint the
Government’s just - expectations, “But, T pre-
swue youknow that these villains under their
black flag have despoiled our’ countrymen of
their property, barnt their homes, barbarously
murdered them ' and their little’ children,
and worse than” murdered ‘their wives and
daughters ¥ :

“Perhaps T do, Captain Carton;” answers
Pordage, waving his hand, with dignity ; “per-
haps L do not. It1is nob customary, sir, for
Government to commit itself” )

416 matters  very little, M. Pordage;

‘be got under: the: circumstances:

whether or no..  Believing that’ I hold my
commission: by the allowance of -God, and not
that T'have réceived it.direct from the Devil,
I shall certainly use it, with all avoidance of
unnecessary -suffering and with all’ merciful
swiftnegs of execution, to exterminate these
people’ from the. face of the.earth. Let.me
recomimend: you: to go home, sir, and to keep
out:of the night-air.’ .
~Neveranotlier syllable did thab officer say
to'the Commissioner, bus turned away to his
men; - The Commissioner buttoned his Diplo-
maticicoat to the chin; said, “ M. Kitten, at-
tend-me 17 gasped, half choked himselfyand
took:himself offl )

Tt nowfell very dark, indeed. T haveseldom,
if every seen it darker; nor yetso dark. - The
moon was not' due until one in'the morning,
and® it was: but-alittle after nine when:our
men’ lay: down where they were mustered.
Tt was pretended: that they were to take a
nap, but-everybody knew that no nap-was to
“Thoughiall
were' very quiet, there was o restlessness
among-the people; much what I have seén
aong the people on a'race-course; when the
pell hag rung for the saddling for & greatrace
with Jarge stakes on it

At ten, they put off ; only one boat putting-

off ‘at a time; another following in five mi-
nutes ;* both then lying on thelr oars until
another followed: ~ Ahead of all, paddiiug his
own ountlandish little canoe without a sound,
went the Sambo pilot, to take them safely
outside the reef. No light was shown but
onee, and that was in the commanding ofli~
cer’s own hand. I lighted the darvilantern
for him, and he took it from me when he
embarked,” They had blue lights and such
like with them, but: kept themselves as davk
as Murder.

The expedition got away with wonderful
quietness, and Christian George King soon
came back, dancing with joy. y

“Fup, So-Jeer;” says he to myselfin a-very
oljectionable kind of convulsions, #Christian

“George King snr berry glad,  Pirates-all be

blown a-pieces. - Yup! Yup!”? :

My weply to that cannibal was,” * However
glad " you may be, hold your noise, and don’t
dance jigs and slap your knees about if, for' I
can’t abear to see you do it.”

T was on duty then; we twelve who were
left, being divided into four watches of ‘three
each, three howrs’ spells I was relieved at
twelve,  A. little before that time,” T had
challenged, “and- Miss " Maryon ~and Mys,
Belltott had come'in, . ! :

“ Good Davis,” gays Miss Maryon, ¢ what
is the matter 2~ Where is my brother 7"

“Ttold her what was the matter, and where
her‘brother was: : )

“ O Heaven help him 1" says-she, clasping
Lier hands and looking up—she was close in
front of me, and she looked most lovely to be
sure'; “ he 18" not sufficiently recovered, nob
strong enough, for sueh strife 1”7 :

Chardes. Dickens.}
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“Ifyou had seen him, miss,” I told: her, “as
Isaw himswhen he' volunteered, you would
have known that his spirit isstrongenough
for any strife..” It will bear his body, miss; to
wherever duty calls him, It-will always bear
him to an honorable life; or a brave death.”

“ Heaven bless yow!” ‘says- she,. tonching
my arm. - “I knowit. Fleaven blessyou!”

Mus:: Belltott surprised.me - by, trembling
aiid sayinig nothing, - They  were still stand-
ing looking -townrds. the ‘sea-and- listening,
after: the “relief had: come round. It con-
tinning very dark, I asked to beallowed to
take them back. ~Miss Maryon thanked me,
and she put herarm in mine, and I-did take
them back, T have now got to: make a-con-
fession that will appear singular, After Thad
left them, I laid myself-down on my face on
the beach, and cried, for thefirst time since:T
had frightened birds as’ a boy.at Snorvidge
Botbom, to-think-what a poor, ignorant, low-
placed, private soldier T was.

Ttwas onlyfor -half-a: minute or so. - A
man’ ean’t-at all times be quite master:of
himself, aud it was only for half .a minute or
80, Then I up and went to my hut; and
surned into my hammock; and fell asleep with
wet eyelashes, and o sore, sore heart, -Just
25 1 had often done when I'was o child; and
had been worse used -than usual.
“iToslept{as -a- child under those-eireum-
stanees might) very sound, and yet very sore
at heart all through my sleep. “I'was awoke
by the words, “ He is a determined man” " I
had sprung out of my hammock, and: had
seized my tirelock, and was standing on the
ground, saying the words myself, - “He is o
determined man.” " But, the curiosity-of my
state was, that I seemed to be repeating
them after “somebody, and to lhave been
wonderfully startled by hearing them.

Assoonas ] came to myself, I'went oub of
the hut, and away to  where the guard was,
Charker challenged % Who goes there 17 % A
friend.” - #Not-Gill 2”7 says he, ay he shoul-
dered his piece. * Gill,”says I.” “ Why, what
thie deuce do you do oub of your hammock 7
says-he. - Too hot for sleep,” says I;%is all
right 12 “ Right 17 says - Charker;  “yes,
yesy all’s right . enougl here ; what should
be.wrong-here ¥ It's the boats that we want
to- know of. = Except for fire-flies twinkling
about, and. the - lonesome splashes of great
ereatnres as they drop-into the water;there’s
nothing going-on here to ease & man’s mind
from the boats.”

~The moon. was: above the sea, and had
risen, I should say, some half-an-hour. As
Charker' spoke; ‘with ‘hig face’ towards the
sea,” I, looking Jandward, suddenly: laid my
right - hand on his breast, and ‘said,”¢ Don't
move. - Don’ turn. * Don’t raise your voice!
You never saw.a Maltese face here1”

¢ No. - What:do you mean?” he ag
sharing at me, : ,

;;aZos%ﬁyn\ﬁammmwmmomvisyog&68&
a'pately across the nose 37177 - S

“No, What: doyou
mean?”’

T'had:seen: both, looking-at us round the
stem: of 'a: cocon-nub: tree,  wheve -the ‘moon
struck them. I bad seen that Sambo Pilot,
with one hand laid-on the stem of ‘the tree,
drawing them back into-the heavy shadow.
I had “seen their naked -cutlasses” twinkle
and. shine, like Dbits “of - the moonshine  in
the water - that ~had.-got “blown. ashore
among’the trees by the:light wind.+ I 'had
seen-it -all;in a moment. “And I saw ina
moment: (a8 any’ man ‘would); that the- sig-
nalled move: of the pirates on'the main-land
was a-plot-and afeint; that the leal had
been made “to’ disable the sloop - that the
boats had-been tempted away; to leave the
Island: unprotected ; that the piratés had
landed by some seexeted -way at: the back;
and that Christian  George -King was a
double-dyed- traitor,  and “a - most “infernal
villain; :

I considered, still all in one and the same
moment, that Charker was & brave man, but
not ¢uick with his head; and that Serjeant
Drooce; with a-much better- liead, wasg'close
by, All Lsaid to: Charker was, “ I am afraid
we'are betrayed.  Tarn your back full to the
moonlight-on the sen, and cover the stem of
the cocoa-nnt-tree which will then Dbe right
before you, at the ‘height -of & man’s heart.
Are you right??

“T-am right,” says Charker, turning in-
stantly, and falling into - the position with
a-nerve -of iron; *and right a'nt: left, Is
HUREIREY : :

A few seconds brought me- to Serjeant
Drooce’s hut, - He was fast asleap, and being
a‘heavy sleeper, I'had to lay my hand upon
him to: rouse him. - The-instaut I touched
him he caume rolling out of his hammock, and
upon me like a tiger. And a tiger he was,
except that- he knew' what he was up to, in
his utmost heat, as well as any man.

T had to struggle with him pretey hard to
‘bring him to his senses, panting all the while
(for” be gave me a Lreather), “Serjeant, I
am-Gill ‘Davis I Treachery ! Pirates on the
Island

The last words brought him round, and he
took his “hands offi ¢TI have: seen two of
them within thig minute,? said 1. * Andso T
told him what'T had told Harry Charker.

His soldierly, though' tyrannical; head was
clear” in~ aninstanf.” He didu’t waste one
word, even’ of surprise, - Order the gnard,”
says-he; “to draw off ‘quietly into the Fort.”
{They called the enclosure I have before
mentioned, the Fort, though it was not much
of that,): “ Then get- you to the Fort as
quick a8 you ' can, rouse, up every soul
thiere, and fasten the gate.. I will bring in
all thoge who are up ab the Signal Hill, " If
we are swrrounded: -before we ean join you,
you must make a-sally and cut us out if yon
can, “The word among our. men i, * Women
and’children™* T

What-ails you?

|
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i
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He hurstaway, like fire’ going before the
wind: over - drvy veeds. He “roused up-the
- seven . men:who wereoff duty, and had them
Dbursting -away with-him; before they knew
they were not.asleep. . I rveported ovders to
Charker,and van - to the Fort, as I have never
ran-ab anyother time in all my life +noj not
evenin g dream, :

The gate svas. not fast, -and had no good
fastening 1 ouly a doublewooden bar, & poor
chain, and.a-bad: lock. -Those, T secured as
well -as- they could be secured in a few
seconds: by one pair of: hauds, and so ran to
that part.of the building where Miss Maryon
lived,:.. I-called:to her loudly by her name
until she answered.. I then called loudly all
the - nawmes . I+ knew — Mrs. - Macey (Miss
Mavyon’s married. sister), Mr. Macey; Mis.
Venning;: Mr, and Mus.. Fisher, - even Mr,
and Muys. Pordagé. Then I ealled out; “All

you gentlemen here,-get up and defend the
lace: ! "We are caunght in a trap. - Pirates
w.ﬁa landed.. ‘We are attacked 17

At the terrible word # Pirates 1”—for, thoge
villains had done such deeds'in those seas-as
never. can be. told in.writing, and can scarcely
be.so.much as thought of—cries and. sereams
rose up from every part of the place. Quickly,
lights moved about from window to window,
and - the eries moved about with- them, and
men, women and childven came flying down
into the square. I remarked to myself; even
then, what a number of things I seemed to
see ab once.. T noticed Mrs, Macey coming
towards me, carrying all her three children
together. -1 noticed Mr. Pordage, in the
areatest-terror, in vain- tryin i
Diplomatic. coab ; .and’ Mr. Kitten respect-
fully tying his pocket-handkerchief over Mus,
Pordage’s nighteap. <L noticed Mrs, Belltott
run. ont sereaming, . and. shrink upon: the
ground: near me, and -cover her face in her
hands; ~and lie,-all of & bundle, shivering.
But, what I noticed with the greatest pleasure
was; - the determined . eyes with which those
men of the “Mine- that I had thought. fine
gentlemen, came. round me’ with what arms
they had s to the full as cool and vesolute as I
conld be, for' my life—aye, and for my soul;
too, into the bargain!

The chief person: being My, Macey, T told
Him how the thiee men of the guard’ would
be: at:the  gate' divectly, if they were not
already there, and hiow Serjeant Drooce and
the other seven were. gone to bring in.the
outlying part of the people of: Silver-stove:
T next'nrged Lim, for the love all who were
dear to' him, to trust no Sambe, and, above
all, 3f - he could' get any good chance at
Christian George King, not to lose it, but to
put him:out: of the world, “I will follow
your: advice to-the letter, Davis, says he;
“what next?” My answer was, “T think,
sir, Twould recommend you next, to:ovrder
down such heavy furniture and lumber as can
bemoved, and make w barricade within the

yowsee it done 7+ ¢ Pll-willingly help to.do
it,"'sayg T, “ unless or until my superior, Ser-
Jjennt Drooce,” gives me other orders.” "He
shoolc” 16" by “the hand, and “having told
ofi"'some:of his* companions ‘to ‘help me; be-
stirved himself to look to the arms and am-
munition, A proper quick, -brave, steady,
Teady gentleinanf

One’of their ‘three little children was deaf
and dumb. Miss Maryon had been from the
first with a1l the children; soothing them; and
dressing: theni(poor little things; they had
been:brought out of their beds), and making
them' believe that it was a gane of play, so
that’ some: of: them were now even laughing,
I had been working hard’ with the others
atthe barricade, and-'had got up’a pretty
good breastwork within the gate. Drooce
and-the" seven-had come back, bringing in
the people :from the Signal Hill, and had
worked “along with us; but, I had not so
much'as-spoken- & word to Drooce, nor had
Drooce .so. muelr as spoken a word to me; for
we - were Dboth too busy. - The: breastwork
was'now- finished, and I" found Miss Maryon
at-my:side; with a’child in her arms,” Her
dark hair was fastened round her head with
a-bandi She* had ‘o quantity of it, and it
looked: even richer and more precious; put
up hastily out of her way, than I had seen
it look when it was carvefully arranged. She
.a..mm very pale, but extraordinarily quiet and
still, )

# Dear good Davis,” said she, “I liave been
waiting o speak one word to'you.” -

I turned-to her directly. If T-had received
a musket-ball in the hears, and she had'stood
there, T almost believe I should have turned
to-her before I dropped.

“/This- pretty litble- creature,”  said  she,
kissing the ehild in her arms, who'was
playing: with her hair and trying to pull it
down, " cannot hear what we say—can hear
nothing. - I trust you so much, ‘and have
such great confidence il you, that T-wait you
to make me a promise.””

“Whatis ib, Miss 27

“That if we are defeated, und you ave
absolutely sure-of my being taken, you will
kill' me.” ’ :

“1 shall not be alive to do it, Miss: I'sliall
have died in your defence before it comes to
that. - They must step across my body; to lny
a band on you.”

“ But, if you are alive, you brave soldier?
How she looked at me ! % Aud if you caunob
save me from the Pirates, living, you will
save me, dead. - Tell e so,”

Well! I told her I'would do that;at tlis
last, if all else: failed;*  She took my hand
—ny-rough, -conrse hand=—zand put it to her
lips,. 8he put it to the  child’s lips, and the
child kissed'it." I believe T had - the strength
of half a dozen men in me; from that moment,
until the fight was over. ; :
AlL this time, My, Commissioner Pordage

gate” “Phat’s good again,” says he j: “will

bad been wanting to make a Proclamation to

=

Charles Dickena.}

THE ISLAND OF SILVER-STORE.

{Decamber:giagsr) 11

the Pirates, to.lay . down, their arms and go
away; and SonwWow% had been hustling him
about: and tumbling over him, while he-was
calling. tor pen ‘and ink’ to write if a.ﬁsr
Mrs, m,us.%ma. too, hed some. curious ideas
about the British respectability of hernight-
cap (which bad’ ag many frills to it, growing
in”layers-one inside another, as if it wasa
white vegetable: of the, artichoke sort), and
she wouldn’t:-take the nighteap off, and would
be angry when it got crushed by the other
ladies”who were handing things about,.and,
in short; she. gave as much. trouble as w.:ﬁ.
Tiugband did.. . But, as we were now forming
for:the defence of the place, they were hoth
poked out of the -way with no ceremony.
T'he  children and ‘ladies were gob into the
little trench “whieh surrounded the' silver-
house (we were afraid.of leaving them in any
of the: light buildings, lest. they should be:set
on fire); and we made. the best disposition we
could, - There was a pretty. good store .in
point of amount, of tolerable swords and cut-
lasses, . Those were issued. . There were, also,
perbaps. a geore or so- of- spare. muskets,
Those .were brought ont. To my astonish-
ment, lithle 3Mrs. Fisher that T had taken for
a’ doll ‘and. a baby, was nob only very active
in‘that serviee, but volunteeréd to load the
Spare arms,

“For, I - understand it well,” says-she,
cheerfully, without o shake in her voice.

“Tam a: soldier’s daughter and a sailor’s

sister; - and I understand it too,” says Miss |

Maryon, just.in the same way.

Steady and busy -behind where I stood,
those-two.beantiful and delicate young women
fell 'to handling the guns, hammering the
flints, looking to the locks; and quietly direct-
ing’ others  to.pass.up powder and bullets
from hand to hand, as unflinching as the best
of tried soldiers; <

Serjeant Drooce had brought in word that
the pirates were .very strong. in numbevg—
over a-hundred, was. his estimate--and that
they-were not, even then, all-landed ;: for, he
had seen them in.a very good position on the
further side of the Signal Hill, evidently
waiting for the rest-of their-men-to come up,
In the present. pause, the first-we had had
since. the -alarm, he was.-telling this over
again to Mr. Macey,: when. Mr.. Macey sud-
denly eried out:

K ,hwm mwmzp: Nohody has thought of: the
signal !

“We kneyw. of no. signal; so -we eould not
have thought of iti. % What signal may you
mean, si T says. Serjeant Drooce,. looking
shaipat him, ;

“Theye is a pile of wood upon: the Signal
Hill, o If it could be dighted-—which never
has been done yet~—it. would ‘be- a-signal of
distress-to.the mainland.? : g

Charker cries, divectly : “Serjeant Drooce;:
dizpatch me on tliat-duby. - Give'me the two
men who were on guard. with- me to-night,

“ And ifit-can’, Corporal——"Mr. Macey
strikes-in, SR

“Look at these ladiesiand’ children, siv 17
says Charker, ¢ I'd-sooner light myself, than
not: try: any:chance to save then.”

We gave him 'a Huorral it burst from us,
comg-of it what might-—and- he-got his two
men, and was let-out at the gate, and erept
away.. Thad no. sooner come backito my
place from being one-of the party to handle
the gate, than Miss Maryon said in a:low
voice behind:me: -+

# Davis, will you look at this powder. This
ignotiright 22 : ;

Tturned myhead. -Cliristian George King
again, and treachery again! Sea-water had
been conveyed into: the magazine; and every
grain of powder wasspoiled'1

¥ Stay-a- moment,” said Serjeant: Drooee,
when T had told hiny, without cansing a move-
raenb in-a musele'of his face : “look 'to your
pouch, my ladi You Tom Packer, look to
your pouch, confound you!- Look to your
pouches, all you Marines.”

The same artful savage -had: got at-‘them,
somehow or another, and thecartridges.were
allunserviceable.” ¥ Hum 1™ says the" Ser-
jeant,  Look to-your londing, men. - Tou are
right so-fard?

Yes ;- we were vight so-far,

“Well, my lads, and gentlemen all,? saysthe
Berjeant, * this will be ‘a hand-to-hand affair;
and somuch:the better,” : :

He' treated - himself - to' a pinch of shuff
and:stood' up; square-shouldered and broad-
chested, .in--the light  of the moon—which
wag now very bright-—as cool as if he*was
waiting fora-play-to begin. " He stood quiet,
and weall.stood quiet, for a-matter of some-
thing like half-an-hour, - I+ took notice from
such whispered talk ag there was, how little
we that the silver did miot belong to, thought
about ‘it, and how much: the people that it
didbelong to, thought about it~ At the end
of the- half-hour, it was reported from the
gate ‘that Charker- and:the two were'falling
back on-us, pursued by about a dozen.’

“.Bally 1" Gate-party; under . Gill' Davis,”
says the Sergeant, “and bring’em inl " Like
men, now ¥ . ;i .

‘We were not long aboutit;and webrought
them- in, = “Don’t "take me,” says Charker,
 holding “me round “the neck, and stumbling
down at my feet when-the gate was fast,
“don’t take 'me” near “the Iadies  or the
children, -Gill. " "They “had better ot see
Death; -till -it-can’t 'be ‘helped,  They’ll-‘sce
it'soon. enough.” ST

“Harry ! L answered, holding up his head,
“Comrade | ; ’

e was cub to pieces,  The signal had
heen secured by the first: pirate pavty that
lmided’;-his“hair was all singed off, and his
fice was  blacketied with' the running piteh
froma toreh, B .

He made no complaint of pain, orof any-

and TlL light the five; 1f it can he'done.?

thing! ¢ Good bye, “old “ghap,” “was all L
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said, with'a smiles “T've got my deathi And
Death-a'nt life, - Tsit, Gill 27

Having helped-to-lay his poor body on one
side; Towent back to  my post. “Serjeant
Drooce “looked. at “me, with his eyebrows a
little lifted. - Tnodded. -*Close up hiere; men,
and:gentlemenall 1 said 'the  Serjeant.
“.A place too many, in' the line”

The Pirates were so close upon us ab this
time;-that theforemost of them were alveady
before the gate. More and more came up
with' a: great noise,  and’ shouting” loudly.
‘When e believed from the sound that they
were all‘there,” we gave three English cheers,
The poor little childfen. joined, and were" so
fully convinced of our being at play, “that
they enjoyed the noise, and were heard clap-
ping their hands'in the silence that followed.

Our“disposition was this, beginning with
the rear. - Mrs, Venning, holding her daugh-
ter’s-child in her arms, sat on the steps of the
little square trench surrounding the silver-
house, encouraging and directing those women
and children as she might have done in the
happiest and ensiest time of “her life, Then,
there was an armed line, under My, Macey,
across the width of the enclosure, facing that
way and having their backs towards the gate,
in order that they might wateh the walls
and - prevent our being taken by surprise,
Then, there was a space of eight or ten feet
deep, in-which the spare’ arms were, and in
which Miss Maryon aund Mrs. Fisher, their
hands and dresses blackened with the spoilt
gunpowder; “worked on ‘their knees, tying
such--things. as knives, old" bayonets;, and
spear-heads; to the muzzles: of the useless
muskets, Then, there was o second armed
line, under Serjeant Drooce; also.across. the
widthof the enclosure, but: facing to’ the
gate:Then; came  the ‘breastworl we had
made,with & zig-zag way through it for me
and my little party to-hold good:in retreat-
ing, a8 long “as. we’ could, shen weé were
driven’from-the gate.  'We "all” kuew ‘that
it was impossible. to- hold ‘the place long,
and that otr only hope was in’the timely
discovery of the plot by the boats, and in
their coming back: '

I and my. men-were now thrown forward
to the gate.  From .a spy-hole, T could seethe
whole erowd, of Pirates, There were Malays
among them, Dutch, Maltese, Greeks, Sambos,
Negroes, and’ Conviet Englishmen” from the
West India Islands ; among the last, him
with ‘the one ‘eye and the patch across the
nose. - There were some Portuguese; too, and
afew Spaniards. “The captain was a Portu-,
guese 3 a:little man with very large ear-rings
under a'very broad bat, and a great bright
shawl twisted ‘about his shoulders.” They

were all strongly armed, but like a boarding |

party, with pikes, swords, cutlasses, and axes.
I noticed a good many pistols, but not'a gun
of any kind among them.  This gave me to
understand that they had considered that a
continued roll - of musketry might perhaps

have been heard on the mainland ; also, that
for the veagon that fire would: be seen” from
the mainland they would 10t set. the Fort
in‘flames and roast us alive ; Which was one
of their’ favorite “ways -of carrying on. I
looked about for ‘Christian  Gleorge” King,
and i T had seen him I am much mistaken
if“he would not have received my one round
of “ ball-eartridge "in - his -head. " But, 'no
Christian George King was visible,

“Acsorkof a wild Portuguese demon; who
seemed either fierce-mad orfierce-diunk—
but,‘they all 'seemed one’ or ‘the other-—came
forward with the: black flag,-and gave it a
wave'or two; -After that, the Portugnese cap-
tain ealled out in'shrill English. “ T say you'!
English fools | Open the gate ! Survender!?
- As we kept close and quiet, he said some-
thing to his men which I didn’t understand,
and when he had said it, the one-eyed Eng-
Hsh rascal with the pateh (who had stepped
out'when he hegan), said it again in’ English.
It-was only-this. ~* Boys of the black flag,
this isto - bequickly~ done,” Take" all- the
prisoners you' ean. - 1f they don’t yield, kill
thechildren “to make ' them,  Forward !
Then; they all came on- at the gate, and, in
anothier  half ‘minute "~ were  smashing -and
splitting it in.

We struck af them through the gaps and
shivers, and we dropped many of’ them, too;
but, their very weight would have carried
such ‘a gate, if they had been. unarmed,
I soon found Serjeant Drooce at my side,
forming us six remaining marines in line
~—Tom Packer next to me—and ordering
us to fall” back ~three  paces, and, as. they
broke in; to. give them our one little volley
at'short distance, ~ “Then,” says he, “ receive
them behind your breastwork on the bayonet,
and at least let.every man of you pin one of
the eursed cockehafers:through the body,”

We: cliecked ‘them by our fire, slight as it
was, and we checked “them at the breast-
worl, © - However, they broke ovev it like
swarms - of devils—they were;, veally and
traly, more devils than men—and «W@: it

swas “hand to hand,-indeed.

We' clubbed: our muskets and laid about
us; even then, those two ladies—always he-
hind’ me—were steady and ready with ‘the
arms. I had a lot of Maltese and Malays:
upon me, and, but for a broadsword that:
Miss Maryon’s own hand'put in mine, should
bave got my end from them. - But, was that
all? No, "I saw a heap of banded dark hair
and . a white dress come’ thrice between me
and:them, wnder ‘my own. raised right arm,
which  each time might have destroyed  the
wearer of the white dress; and each time one
of the lot went down; struck dead. ” 3

Drooce was: armed with a broad-sword,
too, and-did  such: things with it, that there
was:a-ery, ‘in Half-asdozen’ languages,” of

KL that serjeant 17 as I knew, by the cry

being vaised ‘in. English, and taken up in

other tongues. - I had received a severe cut
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across the-lefbarm a-fow: moments - before,
and sliould:have known nothing of it; except
supposing that semebody -had struck me a
smart blow, i T had nok’ felt- weak, and seen
myself- covered with spouting blood, and, at
the-same instant of time, seen Miss Maryon
tearing ‘her-dress, and hinding it with Mrs.
Fisher’s help-round the wound. ~They called
to' Tom Packer, who was scouring - by, to stop
and guard ‘me: for one- minute, while I.was
bound, or I should: bleed to death in trying
to defend myself. ~Tom stopped diréctly, with
y.good sabre in his hand: 3 i

In that same moment-~all things-seem to
happen in that same moment, at such a times—

half-a-dozen had rushed howling at Serjeant
Drooce.’ The Serjeant, stepping back against
the awall, stoppedone howl for ever with
such 4 terrible blow, and 'waited forthe rest
to:come on, with such a wonderfully unmoved
face, that they stopped and looked at him.

“8eé . him - now I - cried - Tom - Packer.
“Now, when I could cut him out!  Gillt
Did I'tell you to mark my words 77 :

I implored Tom: Packer in ‘the. Lord’s
name, as well as I could in my faintness; to
go tothe Serjeant’s aid. :

“I hate and detest him,” says Tom, moodily
wavering, “ Still, he ig a brave man.” Then
he - ealls - out, . ¢ Serjeant Drooce, Serjeant
Drooce | - Tell-me you have driven me too
hard, and are sorry fovit.”

The Serjeant, - without- turning his eyes
from ‘his-assailants, which would have been
instant death to him, answers:

#No. + Lwont,”

“ Serjeant Drooce ! cries Tom, in‘a kind
of an agony, #I have passed my word that I
would never save you-from Death, if T conld,
but would leave you to die.. Tell me you
have driven me too hard and ave sovry for i,
and that shall go for nothing.”

One of the ‘group laid the Serjeant’s bald
have -head” open.’ " The Serjeant laid him
dead.

“T tell you,"says the Serjeant, breathing
a little short, and waiting. for the next at-
tack, " “No,- T'won't, If-you are not man
enough-to strike for o fellow-soldier beeause
he.wants' help, and because of nothing else,
Tl go'into  the ‘other-world and look for a
better man,” :

Tom swept upon -them, and ¢t him out.
Tom and he fought their way through another
knot of them, and sent them flying, and came
over to where 1. was beginning again:to feel,
with -inexpressible (joy, that I had  got. a
sword in my-hand. ;

They -had hardly come.to us, when I heard,
above all the other ‘noises; & tremendous iy
of wonten’s voices, - 1 also saw Miss Maryon,
with/quite a new face, suddenly clap her two
hands over Mus.” Fisher's eyes.. I-looked

towards the silver-house, and saw Mus, Ven-
ning—standing upright on the top of the steps
-of the trench, with  her-grey: hair and her

her; among the folds of ‘her: dress, stiike o
pivate with her -oflier handy, and fll; shot-by
his pistol. :

The - cry arose again, and there was ‘a
terrible and -confusing rush of ‘the ~women
into the midst, of the struggle. In -another
moment, something came tumbling down
upon-me that I thought was thewalll Tt
wag o heap . of Sambos who had come over
the wall 5. and: of. four men who clung to. my
legs like serpents, one.-who clung to my right
leg was Christian George King,

“Yup, So-Jeer ! -says he, “Christian
George ‘King sar berry glad So-Jeer: a pri-
soner; - Christian George King been waiting
for So-Jeer sech long time,  Yup, yupt”"

‘What:could-I. do, with - five-and-twenty of
them-on me, but be-tied hand and foot: 7 So,
T wag tied band and foot.. Tt was all over
now-~bhoats not'come back--all lost ! "When
T was fast bound. and was put-up against
the wall, the: one-eyed . English convict came
up with- the. Portuguese Captain, to have a
look at me. ! :

“8ee 1” says-he, “Here’s :the determined
man ! - If you had slept sounder, last night,
yowd have slept your soundest last night, my
determined man”

The Portuguese Captain laughed-in'a cool
way, and, with the flat of his: cutlass, hit me
crosgwise; asif I was the bough of a {ree
that he played with: first on the face, and
then across the chest and the wounded arm,
I Jooked him steady -in- the: face -without
tumbling while e looked at:me, I am happy

‘to:say ; buby when they went away, I Tell,

and lay there,.

The sun was up, when I was roused and
told to come down to-the beach and be em-
barked. T wasfull of aches and pains, and
could not at first remember ; but, I remem-~
bered -quite soon- enough. . The - killed ‘were
lying about all over the place, and the
Pirates were burying their dead, and taking
away their wounded on. hastily-made litters,
to the back of the Island,  As forus prisoners,
some of their boats had come round to the
usual harbour, to carry us off. “"We looked
& wretched few, I thought,'when T got down
there ; still; it was another sign that we had
fought well, and made the enemy suffer.,

The Portuguese Captain had all the women
already embarked in-theboat he himself com-
manded, which was just putting off when I
got down. Miss Maryon sat.on-one:.side of
him, and gave me.a moment's look, as full
of . quiet courage, and pity, and.confidence, as.
if it"hiad been’an hourlong. . Onthe other
side. of: him' was . poor:little - Mrs. Fisher,
‘weeping- for her: child and ‘her mother, -1
was shoved into the: same boat with Drooce
and. Packer, and the remainder: of our party
of marines; of whom wehadlost two privates;
besides Chiarker, my poor, brave comrade, We
all made & melancholy passage, under the hot
suu, over'to.the mainland, “There; we landed

dark eyes—hide her daughter’s child behiud

in-a solitary place, and were mustered on the
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sea gand, My, and Mrs, Macey and . their
childven: weve ~amangst us, Mr, and Mrs,
TPordage, Mr, Kitten, Mz, Fisher; and . My
Belitott.  We mustered only fourteen men,
fifteen. women, and_ seven..children,  Those
were . all that remained of the. English who
had lain down to sleep last night, nnsuspect-
ing and Happy, on the Island of Silver-Store,

CCHAPTER 1L
pHE PRISON IN TUE WOODS:

Turri:we all stood, huddled up on the
beach under.-the  burning.  sun, - with the
pirates closing ns.in on every side——ns forlorn
a ‘company. of helpless  men, women, and
children as ever was gathered fogether ong
of -any nation in- the world, . I kept my
thoughts to myself; but I:did: not:in my
heart believe that any ‘one of ouxr lives was

worth five minutes’ purchase:
The ‘man- on ~whose will our safety or

our destruction ” depended was the ~Pirate]

Captain, ~Allour eyes, by a kind of instinet,
fixed -themselves ~on him—excepting in-the
case of the poor children, who, too frightened
to-ery, stood hiding their-faces. against their
mothers’ gowns. The. ruler who' held all
the ruffians’ about us in subjection, ‘was,
judging by appearances, the very last manl
should”. have picked: ont as Jikely to fill a
place of power among any body of men; good
or-bad; under heaven, . By nation,he was a
Portoguese ; and, by name, he was generally
spoken - of among his men as The Don. He
was a little; active, weazen, monkey-faced man,
dressed in  the brightest colonrs and .the
finest-made; clothes T ever.saw. - His three-
cornered hat was smartly cocked on.one side.
His coat-skirts were stiffened and stuclc out,

like theskirts of the dandies in"the Mall in’

London:: When the.dance wag given at the
TIsland, T'saw no such lace on any lady’s dress

there  ag I saw’ on- his:cravat and ruffles.

Round his neck he wore: a thick gold chain,
with s diawond cross hanging from it. . His
lean, wiry, brown fingers were covered: with
rings. . Over his shoulders, and falling down
in front to below hiz:waist, he wore & sort.of
sling of broad searlet-cloth, embroidered with
beads and little feathers, and holding; at the
lower part; four loaded pistols, two on'a side,
lying: ready to eithér hand. IHis face was
mere skin.and bone, and one of hiswrinkled
cheeks had a blue scar running: all across: it
which: drew up. that part of his face, and
showed his white shining teeth on'that-side
of his mouth.~ An uglier, meaner, weaker,
man-monkey: to-look-at; I never saw’; and

yet there was nob one. of his crew, from his:

piate to- his‘cabin-boy, who did not.obey him
a8 it he had: been the greatest: monarch in
the world. - As for ‘the Sambos, including
especially that = evil=minded: - scoundrel;
Christian George King, they never went-near
him without seeming 'to want'fo. roll before
himon the ground, for the sake of winniug

the honour. of ss&um_go of hislittle dancing-
master’s feet set “on ~their . black  bullock

Dhodies,

- Phere 1his fellow  stood, while -we were
looking at him, with his hands in his pockets,
smoking a eipar. Fligmute (the one-eyed Eng-
lishiman), stood by him ;& big; hunlking fellow
he was, who might have eaten . the Captain
ap, pistols and "all, and. looked about for
move afterwards. The Don® himself seemed,
to an jgnorant man like me, to-have n gift.of
speaking in any tongue. he: liked. 'L can
testify that his” English: rastled out. of ‘his
eroolted: lips as fast as if it was natural fo
them ; making: allowance, - of: course, for hig
foreign way of clipping his words. ;

 Now, Captain,” says the big mate, running
his eye over s asif we were-a herd of cattle,
“here they ave.. What's to: be done-with
them 27 .
% Ave they.all off the Island ?” says the
Pirate Captain;

“ Al of them that are alive,” says-the
mate, :

“(ood, and . very good,” says: the. captain;
“ Now, - Giant-Georgy, some paper; a. pen,
and. a horn of ink.” e .

Those things were brought immediately,

“Something to write on,” says the Pirate

Captain. “What? Ha! why not a broad
nigger back ?” ’ e

He pointed with the end-of his ecigar to
one. of the Sambos.. The man was pulled
forward,-and-seb down on his knees with his
shoulders rounded. - The Pirate Captain Jaid
the paper on them, and took & dipof ink-——then
suddenly turned wp-his snub-noseé with alook
of disgust, and; removing the paper again, fook
from - his poeket & fine. cambric handkerchief
edged with lace, smelt at the seent on it; and
afterwards 1aid it delicately over the Sambo’s
shoulders. . ¥ :

# A table of black man’ back; with the
sun.on i, close under my nose—ah, - Giang~
Giéorgy; palu! pali!™ gays the Pirate Captain,
putting the -paper on the handkerchief; with
another grimace expressive of great disgust.

He began ‘to write immediately; waiting
from time to time. to consider a little with
himself; and once stopping, apparently, to
count our numbers’ as. we stdod’ before-him.
To think of that villain knowing how to
write, and of mynot being able to: make so

much as o decent pothook, if it had been to

save uy life ! . :

‘When he had done, He signed:to one of ‘his
men to. take the scented handlerchief. off the.
Sambo’s back; and told the. sailor he might
keep it for-hig trouble. - Then, holding the

| written paper open: in his- land, he  came

forward a step or-two closer to’ us, and- suid,
with ‘» gyin, and 2 mock bow, which made

‘my fingers itch with wanting to-be athim:

“ T YLiave the honour of addressing myself
torthe ladies. ' According to my reckoning
thiey ave fifteen ladiesin all; Docs any one of
them belong to the chief oficer of the sloop:d
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There was a momentary silence.

“You don’t answer me,” says-the Pirate
Captain. “ Now, T mean to be answered, Took
bere; women,” He drew one of his four pistols
out of hix gay scarlet sling, and walked up
to Tom Packer, who happened to be standing
nearest to him of the men:prisoners, - -“This
is a pistol,.and it is loaded. I put the barrel
to the head of this man with my right hand,
and T take out iy watch with my left. T
waib five minubes for an. answer, 161 don’s
getiitin five minutes, I blow this man’s braing
oub. T wait five minutes: again, and-if- I
don’t get an answer, T blow: the nexb man’s
brains out. “And 30 T go o, if you-are obstis
nate; and yournerves:ave strong, till not-one
of your soldicrs or your. sailors isleft: On
my word of honour, -as. a- gentleman-bue-
canier; I promise you that.  Ask my men if
Lever broke my word.” ;

He rested the barrel of the pistol.against
Tom Packer’s head, and looked at his watch,
as:perfectly composed; in his cat-like cruelty,
as-if he was waiting for the boiling of an
egg.

€ If you think it best not to answer him,
Iadies,” says Tom, “never mind wme, = It’s
my trade to risk my life ; and I shall loge it
in‘a good eause.” .

“ A brave man,” said the Pirate Captain,
lightly. “Well, ladies, are you going to saeri-
fice' the brave man 7'

¥ We-are going.to save him,” sald Miss
Maryon, *as he has striven to save us,” 7
belong to the captain-of the sloop, =T am his
sister.”: She stopped; and whispered anxiously
to Mrs. Macey, who was standing with- her,
“ Don't acknowledge yourself, as I have done
—yow have children.”

*.Good t'” said the Pirate Captain, “The
answer is given, and the brains. may stop in
the brave man’s head”” ‘He'put his watehand
pistol ‘back, andtooktwo or three quick puffs
athis cigar to keep it alight—then handed the
paper he had written on, and hiz penfull of
ink; to Miss Maryon,

“Read that over,” he said, “and- sign it
for yourself, and " the -women and children
with you.” i

Saying those ' words, he  turned - round
briskly on his heel, and-began talking, in a
whisper, to- Giant Georgy,  the' big English
mate, What hevas-talking about, of course,
I could not hear; but I noticed that he
niotioned-several times straight into the inte-
rior-of the country. .. : :

“Davis,” said - Miss ~Maryon, “look at
thig? o el sl

She crosged before her-sister; ag'she spoke;
and held the paper which the Pirvate Captain
had given to her, nnder my eyes—my bound
anus:nob - allowing me to take it myself:
Never to. my: dying day shall I'.forget the
shame I felt, ‘when T was - obliged "to: ac-
knowledge to Miss Maryon that L eould not

read aoword of it .
“There are better men than me, ma’am;”

1 said, with o 'sinkisg heart, “who can’ read
it, and:iadvise yon for the best.” !
“None  better,” she answered, quietly,

X None, -whese. advice. . I would so willingly

take, I have séen enough, to. fesl sure of
that, - Listen, Davis, while { read?

Her'pale face turned paler still as she fixed
her-eyes on the paper. " Lowering her’ voice
to a whisper, 8o thut the women-and.children
near- might ‘not. hear, she “read me thess
lines :

% To the’ Captains: of English: men-of-war, and to
the. commauders of vessels of other nations, cfuising in
the Taribbean Seas,

# The precious metal and the jowels laid wp’ in-the
Lnglish-Tslanid. of Silver-Store, ave in the possession of
the Buecaniors, ab sea; = :

“ The women and children of the Tslund of Silver-
Store, to:the number.of Twenty-Tiwo; ave in the pos-
session of the Buccaniers, on land.

“They will be taken up the country, with fonrteen
men prisoncrs (whose lives the Buceaniers™ have. - pri-
vate reasons.of their own for preserving), to a place of
confinoment, whicli- is  unapproachiable by strangers,
They will be kept there until & certain day, previously
agreed on between the Bueeaniers at sen; ind the Buc-
caniers on-land.

“1f, by‘that'tinie, no news fiom the party at sea,
reaches the party on land, it will:be taken' for~ gianted
that the expedition which conveys: away:the silver'and
jewels has been met, engaged;-and conguered by supe-
rior force ; that the Treasure has been taken. from its
present owners ; and that the Buecaniers guarding it,
have been made prisoners, tobe dealt. with according
to the law, :

“‘Che absence of the expected news at'the appointed
time, being interpreted in:this way, it will be the next
object of the Buceaniers on land to- take: reprisals -for
the Joss and the injury inflicted-on their companions at
sea,  The lives of the women and childien of the
Island of *Silver-Store are absolutely at their mercy ;
and those lives will.pay- the forfeit, if the Treasure is
token away, and if the/men in- possession of it come
to harm,

¢ "This paper will-bo nailed fo the-1id of the largost
chest taken from the Islnd, - Any- officer whoin'the
chances of war may bring within reading distance of it,
isiwarned to pruse and consider, before his conduct
signs the death-warrant of the women and childyen. of
an English colony. : E

€ Signed; under the Black Flag,
: . “ Peoro  MiNorz,

« Commander. of the Buccaniers, and’ Chief of -the
Guard:-over the English Prisoneis,”

“The statement. pbove  wrilten, in’ 5o’ far as. it
regards ‘the situation we are now placed i, ‘may be
depended on a5 the'trath, e

“ Signed, on- behalf of the: imprisoned: women fnd
children of the Island of Silver-Store,”

“ Beneath: this last line,” said Migs Maryon,
pointing to'it, *“is & blank space, in which 1
am expected to'sign my name.” -

“And in five: minuies’time;” added  the

Pirate Captain, who had stolen close:up'to us,

“or the same consequences will:follow whicel
T had- the pleasure of explaining toyou a few
minutes ago.” & :
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He again drew oub his wateh and pistol ;
ik, this time, it was my head that he touched
with the barrel, - :

«When Tom Packer spoke for himself,
hiss, a little while ago,” I said, “please to
consider that he spoke for me” :

"4 Another brave man 7 said ‘the Pirate
Captain, with hig ape's grin, “Axm Ito fire
my-pistol this time, or am T fo put it back
again as 1 did before?” .

Miss Maryon did not seem o hear him,
Her'kind eyes vested for a moment on my
face, and then looked up to the bright Heaven
aboye ug. .

« Whether I sign, or whether I donot sign,”?
she said, “we are still in’ the hands of God,
and the future which His wisdom has ap-
pointed will not the less surely come.”

With those words she placed the paper on
my breast, signed-it,"and handed it back to
the Pirvate Captain

“This is our seeret, Davis,” she whispered,
“Teb s keep the dreadful knowledge of it
to ourselves as long'as we can.” i

T have another. singular: confession . to
make—I hardly expect” anybody to believe
me when I mention the circumstance—but
it is not the less the plain truth that, even
in thie midst of that frightfal situation, T.felt,
for.a, fow-moments, a sensation. of happiness
while Miss Maryon’s hand: was holding the
papet on my breast, and while her lips were
telling me that there was a secret between us
which we were to kesp together:

The Pirate Captain caried the signed paper
st once to his'mate. :

% (o back to the Island,” he says, “and
nail that with your own hands on thelid of the
largest chest,  ‘There is no oceasion to huwiry.
the - business of shipping the Treasure, be-
cause there. 18 nobody on the Island to make
signals that. may. draw atteution to it -from
thie sea. I have provided for that; and I
have provided for thie chance of your being
outmanceuvred - afterwards, by Inglish, or
other' cruisers,  Here are your sailing
orders™ (he took them from his pocket while
he spoke), “your directions for the disposal
of the Treasure, and your appointment of the
day and the place for communicating again
with me and my prisoners. I have done my
part—go you, now, and do yours.”

Hearing the clearness with which he- gave
his - ovders ;- knowing what the - devilish
seheme’ was that he had invented for prevent-
ing the recovery of the Treasure,even if ‘our
ships happened to meet and capture the
pirates at.sea; remembering what -the. look
and the speech of him had ‘been, when he put
his pistel ‘bo my head and Tom Packer's; 1
began o understand how it -was that this
little, weak, weazen; wicked spider. had got
the’ first place and kept it among the villains
ahoubhim, o

The mate moved: off, with his orders; to-
wards" the gex.. Before:he got there, the
Pirate Captain beckoned another of the crew

to come to him'; and spoke o few words in
Lis own; orin some other foreign language.
T guessed what they mieant, when I saw
thirty of the pirates fold off together, and set
in a cirele "all round us, The rest. were
mavched away after-the mate, In the same
manner the Sambos were divided next.. Ten,
including Christian George King, were left
with us 7 and the othérs were sent down to the
canoes, . When this had been done, the Pirate
Captain looked at his watch § pointed to some
trees, about a mile off; which fringed the land

‘28 it rose from the beach ; said to an American

among the pirates round us, who seemed to
hold the place of second mate, “ In two hours
from this time;” and then walked away
Driskly; with one of his men- after him, to

‘some " baggage piled up -below us on the

beach,

‘We were marched off at once to the shady
place under: the trees, and allowed to sib
down there, in the cool, with our guard in.a
ring round s, Feeling certain from what T
snyw, and from -what I knew to be con~
tained in the written paper signed by Miss
Maryon, that we were on the point of under-
taking a long journey up.the country, I
anxiously exaivined my fellow prisoners to
see” how fit ‘they looked for encountering
bodily hardship and fatigue : to say nothing
of mental suspense aud. terror; over and above,

With all “possible. respect for an:official
gentleman, I must admit that My, Com-
missioner. Pordage  struck. nie ' as  being;
beyond any comparison, -the ‘most helpless
individual in - our  unfortunate company.
What with the fright he had suffered, the
danger he had gone through, and the bewil-
derment of finding himself torn clean away
from his safe Government moorings, his poor
unfortunate brains seemed to be as completely
discomposed ‘as his Diplomaticcoat. - He was
perfectly harmless and quiet, but also per~
feetly - light-headed—as_ anybody “could" dis-
cover who looked at his':dazed “eyes-or
listened to his maundering talk, I tried:him
with o word or fwo -aboub our miserable
situation ; thinking that, if any subject would
get a triffe of sense out of him, ib-must surely
e that. ;
¢ You will observe,” said Mr, Pordage,
looking at the torn cuffs of his Diplomatic
coat instead of at me, *that I cannot take
cognisance of our situation, - Mo memoran-~
dum -of it has been drawn up; no. reportin
connexion with it hag Dbeen presented to-me,
T cannot possibly recognise it uptil the neces-
sary minutes and memorandums and. reports
have reached me: through the proper chan~
nels. When our miserable situation presents
itself to ‘me, on paper; I shall bring it under
the notice of Government; and Government,
after a proper : interval; will -bring “1b-back
again under’ my notice ; ‘and then T shall
haye - something:to . say. about i\ Not.a

Bm:imc&.on&utspB%Emz»bo«pu:s:s
heforel”
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Speaking of My, Pordage’s wanderings of
mind, reminds me-that it is necessary-to say
a-word next, about the mnuch more serious
case of ‘Serjeant: Drooce,  Thejcut on his
head, acted “on by the lieat of the climate,
had driven him, to all appearance, stark mad,
Besides- thie danger to himself, if hebroke out
before the Pirates, there was the danger to
the women  and children,” of trusting him
among - them — a misfortune - -whieh, ~in
our ‘captive  condition, it was- impossible to
avoid:  Most’ providentially, however (ag I
found: on inquiry) Tom: Packer,” who had
saved his lifo, had a power of controlling

“him, which none of the rest of us, possessed.

Some shattered recollection of the manuer in
which' he had- been” preserved- from  death,
seemed  to. be still left .in a corner of his
memory. - Whenever he showed ysymptoms
of breaking ‘out, Tom ‘looked at bim; and
repeated with his hand and arm the action
of cutting out right and left ‘which had been
the means of his’ saving the sergeant.  On
seeing that,  Drooce always huddled biraself
up elose to Tom, and fell 'silent, . We—that
is, Packer: and . I—arranged it together that
he was. always. to keep near Drooce, what-
ever happened,. and ‘however far we might
be marched before  we reached the place of
our imprisonment. : ;
~ The yest of us men--meaning Mr, Macey,
My, Fisher, two of my comrades of the Marines,
and five of the sloop’s erew-—were, making
allowance  for a little: smarting - in. our
wounds, in tolerable health, and not half
g0 much broken in spirit by troubles, past,
present, and to compe, as some persong might
be apt to imagine. 'As for theseamen,
especially, “ no- stranger  who . looked- af
their jolly brown  faces would ever have
imagined that they were prisoners, and in
peril of their lives,  They sat together, chew-
ing. their quids, "and looking out good-
humouredly at the sea, like a gang of liberty-
men resting themselves on ghore.” “Talke it
easy, soldier,” says-one of the six, seeing me.
looking at him. “ And, if you can’t do that,
take if as easy as you can” - Ithought, at
thie time, that many a wiser man might have
given me  less -sensible  advice than this,
though it was only offered by a.boatswain’s
mate.. -

A movement among -the: Pirates attracted
my notice to. the heach below us, and I saw
their Captain - approaghing . our’ halting-
place; having changed  his fine clothes for

‘garments that-were it to travel in,

His. coming back to.us had the effect of
producing uumistakable signs of preparation
for:along ‘journey... Shortly after he ap-
peared, three Indians came up, leading three
loaded mules ;- and these were followed, in a
few. minutes, by two of: the Sambos, carrying
between them &' copper full of smoking meat
and broth, After having been shared among
the  Pirates, this mess was set: down_before

us; with some. wooden bowls floating. about

in it, to dip out-the food with, Seeing thatwe
hesitated before touching it, the Pirate Captain
recommended us not to-be too mealy-mouthed,
as that'was meat from ourown stores on the
Island, and the last we were likely to taste
for .a-long-time to come. * The sailors; with-
out any more ado aboub it, professed . their
readiness to'follow - this advice, mnttering
among themseélves. that good meat: was
o good:thing, though the: devil himself had
cooked it. " The Pivate Captain: then, ob«
serving - that “we were all ready to accept
the. food; ordered 'the bonds that -confined
the hands- of us ‘men to be loosened and
cast ‘off, so that we might help ourselves
After-we had seérved the women and chil-
dren, ‘we- fell" to. It was a. good meal——
though I can't' say that T myself had much
appetite for it,  Jack, to use his own phrase,
stowed away o double allowance,. The" jolly
faces of the seamen lengthened a good deal,
however, when they found there was nothing
to-drink afterwards but plain water.  One of
them, a fat man, named Short, went so far
ag’ to-say that, in' the turn things seemed
to. have taken; he should like to make his
will before we started; as the stoppage of his
grog ‘and the stoppage of his life” were two
events that would ‘occur uncommonly close
togather, g .

“When we had done; we were all ordered
to stand up. - The Pirates approached me and-
the other men, to bind our arms again; buk
the Captain stopped them. ! :

“No,” says he. “I want-them to get on
ot 'a good pace; and they will do that best
writh  their arms free. - Now, - prisoners he
continued,  addressing: us, - “I don’t mean to
have any lagging on the-road, . I have fed
yow up with good ‘meat, and you have no
exeuse for nob stepping out briskly~women,
children, and “all, You wmen are without
weapons - and: without food, and. you know
nothing. of the country you are going tfo
travel through. If you are mad enough, in
this. helpless: condition; to attempt escaping

onthe march, you-will be shot, as sure as you

all stand thereq—and if the bullet misses, you
will starve: to death in forests that have no
path and no-end.”

Having addressed us. in -those words, he
turned again to hismen. I wondered then, as
1 had wondered-once.or twice already, what
those private reasons might be, which he had
mentioned in-his written paper, for sparing
the lives of us male prisoners. = I hoped he
would refer o them now—but Iywas disap-
pointed. - :

“While the country allows it,” he wenf

‘on, addressing his erew, “ march in a square,

and keep the prisoners inside. Whether'ib
is man, woman, or child, shoot any one of

them who tries to: escape, on peril of being

shot yourselves if you miss,” Put the Indians
and mules in front, and the Sambos next to
them. - Draw up the: prisoners.all togethex,
Tell -off seven men to gnarch” before. them,
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and seven more for ench side; and leave the
other nine for the rear-gumard, - A fourth
miile for me; when: T get tived, and another
Tndian to.carry. my guitar.” .

His. goitar { . To think of the nyurderous
thief having & turn for strumming tunes, and
wanting to-cultivate it on such an expedition

" agours & Ieould hardly believe my eyes when

T saw the guitar brought forward in a neat
gréen case, with the piratical skall and cross-
Tones and the Pirate Captain's inibials painted
on itin white, .

«T can stand.a good: deal,” whispers Tom
Packer to me,looking hard ab the guitar;

" «hyt con-found me, Davis, if it not a trifle

too much to be taken prisoner by such a
fellow. as that !”
“Phe, Pirate Captain lights another cigar,

«March ! says he, with a sereech like a
cat, and & Aourish with his sword, of the sort
that o stage-player would give at the head of
o mock army. 3

We all moved off, leaving the clump of
trees to the 1ight, going, we kuew not whither,
to unknown sufferings and.an unknown fate.
The land that lay before us was wild and
open, without fences or habitations. Here
and there, eattle wandered about overit, and
a few stray Indians. Beyond, in the dis-
tance,.as far as we could see, rose & prospect
of mountains and forests. Above us, was the
pitiless sun, in o sky that was too brightly
blee to look -at. -~ Behind us, was the ealm
murmuring ocean, with the dear island home
which: the women and children had lost,
viging in the distance’ like a little -green
garden on the bosom of the sea, After half-
an-lour’s walking, we began to descend into
the plain, and the last glimpse of the Island
of Silver-Store disappeared from our view.

The ‘order of mareh which we prisoners
now maintained among ourselves, being the
order which, with certain occasional varia-
tions, we observed for the néxt three days, T
may, as well give some deseription of 1t in
this place, before I get occupied with other
things, and forget it.

I myself, and the. sailor T have mentioned
wnder the name of Short, led the march,
After. us came Miss Maryon, and -Mr. and
Mrs, Macey.  They were followed by two of
my comrades of the Marines, with Mrs, Por-
dage, Mrs. Belltott, and two of the strongest of
the ladies to look after them. -Mr. Fisher, the
ship’s boy, and the three remaining'men of the
sloop’s'erew; with the rest of the women and
children:came next; Tom Packer, taking
cave of . Serjeant Drooce, brought up: the
rear.. 30 long as'we gob on quickly enough,
the  pirates: showed ne disposition to in-
terfere with our order of march ; but, if
there were any: sighs of lagghig—and God
knows. it was. hard  enough work for a
man. to-walk under that burning sunl—
the  villaing threatened the weakest of our
company with the points of their swords.
The younger: among the childrén gave out,

as might haye been expected, poor things,
very. early ‘on the maich,  Short and T seb
the'example of taking two of them up, pick-
a-back, which: was followed divectly by the
rest of the mien, Two of Mrs, Macey’s three
children foll to ourshave ; the eldest, travelling
behind ng on his father’s back.  Short hoisted
the next in age, a girl, on his broad shovil«

amﬁ,.Hmam‘wgacﬂ.»mRﬁépm%am«mﬁﬁb
with ‘the perspiration pouring down his fat
face and. bushy whiskers, rolling along as if
Lie was on'the declk of a ship, and making.a
sling of his neck-handkereliief, with his clever
sailor’s. fingers, to support the little girl on
his back. “T expeet yowll marry me, my
darling, wlien you grow up,” says he, in his
oily, joking -voice, And the poor child, in
her inmogence, laid her weary hend down on
his shoulder, and gravely and faithfully pro-
mised that she would. : R
A lighter weight fell to my share, I had
the 'youngest of the children, the pretty
little"boy, already mentioned, who had been
deafand dumb from s birth:  His'mother’s
voice  trembled  sadly, as she thanked
me “for faking him up, and teénderly pub
his little “dress right while’ she  walled
behind me.  “He is very little. and light
of his age,” says the poor luady, trying
hard to speak. steady. ¢ He won’t give you
mueh trouble, Davis—he has always been a
very patiens child from the first,” " The boy's
little frail avms clasped themselves round my
neck while she was speaking ; and something
or other seemed fo stop in my throat the
cheerful answer that T'wanted to make. I
walked on with’ what must have looked, I
am afraid, like a groff silence’; the poor ¢hild
humming softly on my back, in his unchang-
ing, dumb way, till he hummed himself to
sleep. -Often and: often, since that time, in
dreams, I have felt those small arms round my:
neck again, and have heard that dumb. mur-
maring song in my ey, dying away_fainter
and fainter, till nothing was-left but the light
breath rising and falling regularly on . my

1 cheek, telling me that my little. fellow-pri-

soner had forgotten his troubles in sleep.

‘We marched, as well as T conld guess,
somewhere about geven miles: that day—a
shortspell enough, judging by distance, bub
a terrible long one judging by hedt.: Ouwr
halting place was by the banks of ‘a stream,
across which, at alittle distance, some wild
pigs were swimming as we came 1. Beyond
us, was the same view of forests and moun-
tains that T have already mentioned ; and all
round us, was a perfect wilderness of flowers,
The shrabs, the bushes, the ground, all blazed:
again” with magnificent colours, wnder’ the
evéning sun.. When we were ordered to
halt, wherever e set a'child down; there
that child had laps and: Japs full of ‘flowers
growing within reaeh of its hand. 'We' sab
on flowers;.eat on flowers, slept-ab night on
flowers—any chance handful of which would
have been well worth a golden guineaamong
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the gentlefolks in’ England. = It was ‘a sight
not-easily described, to-see ‘niggers, savages,
and Pirates, hideous; filthy, snd: ferocious in
the last degree fo'lock: at, squabbing about
grimly upon a natural earpet of beauty; of
the ‘gort ‘that is' Painted 'in picbures with
pretby fairies dancing.on'ib, =~

“‘The mules were unloaded, aud left to-voll
among the flowers to their hearts’ content. ~ A
neat tent was sebup for the Pirate Captain, ab
the door of which, after eating a ‘good ‘meal,
helaidhimself down in a Janguishing attitude,
wibh a'nosegay in the bosom of his waisteoat,
and-his guitar on his knees, and jingled away
ab the sbyings, singing. foreign songs, with a
shrill voice and +ith -his ‘nose conceitedly
turned up. in the air, T 'was obliged {0 can-
tion Short and the sailors—or they would, to
a dead certainty, have put:all our lives in
peril by openly laughing at him, ;

‘We ~had” but a poor sapper that night,

* The Pirates' now kept the provisions they

had - brought from’ the Island, for: their own
use; and we lad to shave the miserable
starvation diet -of -the country;. with “the
Indians and the Sambos.  This consisted  of
black’ beans filed; and“of things they call
Tortillas, meaning, in plain English, flag cakes
made of erushed:Indian corn, and baked ona
clay eriddle. Not only was this food insipid,
bubthe dirbymanner inwhicle the Indians pre-
pared-it; was disgusting, However, complaint
wag useless ; for we could seé for onrselvesithat
no: other provision had been brought for-the
prisoners. I heard some grumbling among our
men, and ‘some little fretfulness among the
children, which: their mothers soon quieted.
I'myself -was indifferent enough to the qua-
lity of ‘the'food ; for I had noticed & eireun-
stance, ‘just ~before it was brought to us,
which oceupied - my mind “with" more serious
considerations.” One of the mules was un-
loaded neax us, and I observed among the
bagaage :a large bundle of new axes, doubt-
léss™ taken from some  ship. * After puzzling
my brains for ‘some. time to know what they
conld be wanted for, I came to the conclusion
that they wwere to be-employed . in cutting
our way through, when we ‘came to the
forests. Lo think' of the kind of travelling
which - thiese. preparations  promised~—if the
view T:took of them was theright ore~and
then "to 1dok 'at the women and echildren,
exhausted * by ‘the  fivst day’s march; was
sufficient * to- make ~any -man uneasy. It
weighed heavily enough on my miud, I'know,
when I woke up- among the flowers, from
time to time, that night.

Our.sleeping ~arrangements,” though we
had: not" a single” civilised” comfort, were,
thanks-to  the flowers, “simple and easy
enough.’ “For the first time in their lives, the
women and children laid down together, with
the sky for'a roof, and’ the kind "earthfor a
‘bed. “We men shook ourselves down, as well

“as'we could, all round them ; and the Pirdtes,

relieving guard regularly, ranged themselves

,oﬁmmmm of "alli: Tn that S.o?oﬂ climate, aud

ab-that hot time, .the night was only plea~’

santly ‘cool. The bubbling of the stream;
and; now and - then, the course of 'the breeze
through the flowers, was " all we  heard.
During the hoursiof darkness, it oceurred to
me—and I have no doubt the’same idea
struck my comradés—that a body of deter-
mined men; making a dagh for it, might now
have stood a “fair chance. of escaping; ~We
were still near- enough to the sea-shore:to
be certain of not losing omr way; and:the
plain was almost as smooth, for a"good long
ruy, a8 a’ natural | race-course.  However,
the ‘mere act of dwelling on such a notion,
was. waste of time and thought, situated
as - we were with ‘regard: fothe women
and children, They were, 8o to speak, the
hostages who insured’ our submission to cap-
tivity, or 10 any other hardship that might
be'inflicted ‘on us ; o result which T have no

.doubt the Pirate Captain had foreseen, when

he made us’ all prisoners: together on taking
possession of the Island.

We 'were roused up-at- four in the morn-
ing, to travel on before the heat'set in; our
march under yesterday’s broiling sun having
been " only " undertaken for’ the purpose’ of
getting us away from the seasshove, and from
possible help in that quarter; without loss of
time, 'We forded the stream, wading through
it waist-deep: exceptthe children,who crossed
on our shoulders,” An hour before noon, we
halted under two immense wild ‘cotton-trees,
about half a mile from a little brook; which
probably ran:into the  strenm we had passed
in the morning.  Late in the afternoon we
were-on. foot again, and”encamped for the
night at three deserted”huts, built of mud
and poles.” There were the remains of an
enclosure here, intended, as'I thought, for
cattle ; and there was an old well, from which
our’ supply of water was got.” The greater
part of the women were very tired and soriow-
ful that night'; but Miss Maryon did wonders
in cheering them up, ! i

On the third morning, we began to skirt
the edge’ of a mountain; carrying our store
of “water with us from the well. - 'We men
prisoners had our full share of the burden.
What with- that, what with the way being
all’ up-hill, and . what' with the necessity of
Helping ~on: the weaker members of ‘our
company;-that day’s:mavch was the hardest I
remember to. have ever got through,  To-
wards evening, ‘after resting: again in the
middle-of 'the day, we stopped. for the night
on the verge of the forest: = A dim, lower-
ing, awful sight it was, to look up at the
mighty wall of ‘trees, stretching in front, and
on” either side  of us: without o limit and
without'a break. Through the night; though
there was no wind blowing over our encamp-
ment, we_heard - deep, * moaning, ' rushing
sounds. volling” about; at inbervals, in the
greit inner wilderuess of leaves; and,'now
and then, those amongt us who  slept, were
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startled up by distant crashes in the depths
of ‘the forest—the - death-knells of falling
frees,. We-kept fires alight,in case of wild
animals stealing.outop us in the darkness;
and the flaring red ‘light, and the  thick,
winding. smoke;” alternately: showed and hid
the forest-prospect in a strangely treacherous
and mgmaw% way, The children shuddered
with. fear ;.even the Pirate: Captain forgot,
for the first time, to jingle his eternal guitar,

When we were -mustered in the. morning
for ihe mareh, I fully expeeted to see the
axes unpacked,  To.my surprise they were
not disturbed,. The Indians drew their long
chopping-knives (called machetes in the lan-
gunge of that country); made for & place
among-the trees.where I could sée no signs
of a path ; and began cutbing at the bushes
and | shrabs, and “at the wild vines: and
creepers, twirling down together in all sorts
of fantastic forms, from the lofty: branches.
After clearing » few. dozen yards inwards
they came out to us again, whooping and
showing " their wicked teeth, as they . laid
hold " of the mules’ halters. to lead them on.
The Pirate Captain, before we moved after,
took ‘ont.a pocket compass, set it, pondered
over it for some time, shrugged hisshoulders,
and sereeched: out: * March,” as nsual. "We
entered.the forest, leaving behind us. the last
chance.of escape,and the last hope of ever
getting back to the yegions of humanity and
civilisation. - By this time, we had walked
filland, as nearly as I conld estimate, about
thirty miles,

The order of our march was now, of neces-
siby, somewhat changed.  We. all- followed
each otherin-a long line, shut in, however,
ag-before, in front and in rear, by the Indians,
the Bambos; and’ the pirates, - Though none
of ug could se¢ a vestige of any path, it was
clear that ‘our guides knew where they were
going ; fory we - were never mﬁoﬁ%& by, any
obstacles, except the shrubs and wild-vines
which they could cut: through-with their
chopping-knives. . Sometimes,” we marched
under great branches which met like arches
high over our heads, - Sometimes; the boughs
were 80 low that we had fo steop to pass
under them, ~ Sometimes, we wound in and
out among mighty trunks of trees, with their
gnarled roots -twisting . up far- above “the
ground,: and with *.creepers in-full “flower
twining down in- hundreds: from: their lofty
branches,.  The size ‘of the leaves and the
countless. multitude  of the :.trees  shut
oub ‘the ‘sun; and made a solemn’ dimness
which ‘it wag” awful and- without hope to
walk through, - Hours would pass withous
our hearing a-sound but’ the dreary. rustle
ofour own feet’ over the leafy ground,
At other times, whole troops of parrots, with
feathers of ~all:the colonrs. of the rainbow,
chattered and shrieked ab us; and proces-
sions of ‘monkeys, fifty ov sixty at-a time,
followed our. progress ‘in the: boughs over-
head:: passing - through -~ the thick - leaves

with a sound like the rush of a gteady wind,
Every.now and'then, the children werestartied
by lizard-like ~ereatures, three. feet long,
running up.the trunks of the trees as we
passed by ‘them ; more than once, swarms
of . locusts  tormented us, startled  out of
their hiding-places by the. monkeys in the
boughs. . For five days we marched ices-
sonfly throngh  this” dismal . forest-region,
anly “eatching n. cléar glimpse of the sky
above us; on three occasions in all that time.
The distance we walked eachi day seemed to
be regulated by the positions of springs and
streams in' the forest, which- the  Indiang
knew .of/ . Sometimes those springs and
streams lay near together ; and ouwx day’s
work _was ghort, ~ Sometimes ‘they -were
far apart; and the mmarch .was long and
weary. On all occasions, two of the Indians,
followed by two. of the Sambos, disappeared
as soon as we encamiped for the night ; and
returned,. in'a longer or shorter time, bring-
ing water with” them. ‘Towards.the latter
part.of the journey, weariness had so com-
pletely. mastered the weakest among:-our
company, that they:ceased to.take notice of
anything. “They. walked without looking to
the right or to the left, and they eat their
wretched food and lay down fo sleep. with
a silent despair “that was:shocking,. M,
Pordage lets. off maundering now, and Ser-
jeant Drooce.was so quiet and biddable, that
Tom Packer had an easy time of it with -him
ab last. Those among us who. still talked,
Jegan to get a habit. of dropping our voices
to a whisper. . Short’s jokes'languished and
dwindled ; Miss Maryon’s voice, still kind
and- tender as every began to lose itz clear-
ness ; and the poor children, when they got
weary and cried; shed tears silently, like old
people. It seemed as if the darkness and
the hush of the endless. forest had eash its
shadow on ourspirits, and had stolen drearily
into our.inmost hearts,

On the sixth day, we saw-the blessed sun~
shine: on tlie ground before us, once mare.
Prisoners as we were, there was.a feeling of
freedom on stepping into-the light again, and
on looking up, without interruption, into the
clear blue Heaven, from which no human
creature can keep any other human  crea-
ture, “when - the time comes for rising to
it A tmm in the path brought us out
suddenly at an. Indian village——a wretched
place, made up of two rows. of huts: builk
with-poles, the . crevices. between. them stop-
ped- with mud, -and. the roofs:thatched in
the coarsest: manner with' palm-léaves, - The
savages squatted about, jumped to their feet
in terror as we came in view; but, seeing the
Indians at the head of oux parby, took heart,
and began chatteringand sereeching, just like
the: parrots we bad left in the forest.. Our
guides answered in theii gibberish ; some lean,
half-wild dogs yelped and howled incessantly ;
and the Pirates discharged their muskets and
loaded them -again, to make sure that their
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powder: had not got: damp on-the march.
No want of muskets among = them now'!
The noise:and - the-light and “the confusion,
after the silence; darkness, and discipline that
we had been used to for the last five days, 50
bewildered us all; that it was guite a relief

~to sit down on the ground and~let the

guard about” us'shub ont our view on every
side. g :
*Davist Are weat the'end of the march 1
says Miss Maryon, touching my arim;
““The other'women locked: anxiously-at me;
a8 she put the question:” T got on my feet,
and saw the Plrate Captain communicating
with the Indians  of the village.” His hands
were making signs in'the fussy foreign way,
all the time he was speaking:-Bometimes,
they pointed away to where the forest began
again beyond-us ; and sometimes they went
up both together to his mouth, as if he wag
wishful.of getting a fresh supply of the neces-
saries of life. S

My eyes next turned: towards the mules.
Nobody was employed in unpacking. the bag-
gage ; nobody went near that bundle of axes
which “had weighed on my nind so much
already, and the mystery of which' still ‘tor-
mented me in gecret. 1 came to the conclu~
sion that” we were not vet at the end of
our-journey ; I comimunicated my opinion to
Miss Maryon. ~She got up herself, with my
help, and looked  about her, and made the
réemark, very justly; that all the huts in the
village would not"suffice to hold us, At the
same time, T pointed out to her that the mule
which  the “Pirate Capiain bad ridden had
been relieved of his saddle, and. was being led
away, at that moment, to-a pateh of grass
behind one of the huts. o

% That locks ag if we were not going much
farther on,” says I, :

“Thank Heaven if it be so, for the sake of
the poor” children!” says Miss Maryon.
“ Davis, suppose ‘something happened which
gave us a chance of escaping ? - Do-you think
we could ever find onr way back to the sea 1”

- Nob .2 hope-of getting back, missy If the
Pivates were to let s go this very instant,
those pathless forests-would keepusin prison
for ever,”* : o

“Too true ! Tootrue I she said, and said
no.more, !

In another half-honr:we were roused up,
and marched away from the village (as I'had
thought we should be)'into the forest again.
This time, though there was by no meaus so
mucheutting throughthe underwood needed as
in-our previous experience, we were accompas
nied by at least & dozen Indians, who seemed
o me to be following us out of slieer idleness
and curiosity,” We had walled, as well as 1
could: ealeulate, more than an'hour, and I was
trudging along with the little deaf-and-dumb
boy on my back,as usual, thinking, notvery
hopefully, of -our fubure prospects, when I
was startled by amoan in -my ear from-the

child, One of his'arins was trembling round

my neck, and the other pointed away towards
my vighthand, T looked in that: direction—
and there, as'if it had started up out of the
ground to' dispute our passage through the
forest; was a hideous monstercarved in stone,
twice my height at least, The thingloomed out
of & ghostlywhite, againgt the dark cuvtain of
trees all round it Spotsof rank moss’stuck
about’ over its great glaving“stone-face ;'its
stumpy handswere tucked up-into its breast;
its legs and feet were four-times the size of
any humanlimbs; its body and the flat space
of “spare” stone which rose above its head,
were all covered with mysterious 'deyiees-
little grinning men’s faces, heads of erocodiles
and apes, twisting knots and twirling knobs,
strangely shaped leaves, winding lastice-work;
legs, arms, fingers,  toes, skulls, bones, and
such ke, ' The monstrous statue leaned over
on” one’ side, and was only Kept from falling
to “the ground. by the roots'of a great tree
which “had-wound- themselves all round the
lower half of it~ Altogether, it was as hor-
ribleand ghastly an object o come upon
suddenly, in the wiknown depths of a great
forest, as the mind (or, ‘at all events, my
mind) can conceive, . When I say that the
first meeting " with "the  statue struck me
speechless, nobody - can wonder that the chil-
dren-actually. screamed with- terror at the
sight of it. )

#1t's only . great big doll; my. darling,”
says Short; at his wit’s end how to.quiet the
little: girl on: his back. ¢ Welll get o nice
soft bit'of wood 'soon, and show these nasty
savages how to make a better one

‘While he was speaking, Misy Maryon was
close bebind me, soothing the deaf-and-dumb
boy by signs which I could not understand.

*1 have heard of these things, Davis"she
says. “They are idols, made by a.lost race
of people, who lived, no one can say how many
hundred or how many thousand years ago.
‘That hideous thing “was  carved -and wor-
shipped while ‘the great tree’ that now sup-
ports it was yet a seed inihe ground. We
must . geb the children used to-these stone
monsters, I believe we are coming to many
more of them. I believe we:are close to the
remaing of ‘one of those mysterions ruined
cities which have long been supposed to exist
in this part of the world,” :

PBefore T conld-answer, the word of com-
mand from the rear:drove us on again. ‘In
passing the ‘idol, some of the Pirates fired
their muskets: at ik, ~The echoes from -the
reports raug back on us with & sharp rattling
sound. .. We pushed on a few paces, when the
Indians a-head® suddenly stopped,. flourished
their chopping-knives, and all screamed. oub
together * KL Palacio I The Englishmen
among the Pirates took up.the cry, and, run.
ningforward through the trees on- either
side of us, roared out, ¥ The Palace 1 - Other
voices joined-theirs in’ other tongues; and,
for aminute or-4wo, there was a general con-
fusion - of * everyhody,—the first  that had
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soners, from the sea-shore, ;

I tightened ‘my- hold of the child on my
2k took Miss Maryon closer to nie, to save
from. being roughly jdstled by the men
aboub: us; and marched up ss near to the
front as the press and the trees-wounld let me:
Tooking over the heads of the Indiavs, and
between the trunks, I beheld a sight.which I
shull never forget: no, nob to my dying day.

A wilderness of ruins spread out before me,
overrun by a forest of trees, In.every direc-
tion, look where I would, a frightful confusion
of ‘idols; pillars, blocks of stone, heavywalls,
and flights'of steps, met my eye ; some, whole
and upright ; others, broken and scattered on
the, ground ; and all, whatever their condi-
tion, overgrown ‘and clasped about by roots,]
branches, and - eurling . vines, that writhed
vound them like s0 many great snakes.
Every here and there, strange buildings stood
ap, with walls on the tops-of whicl three
men might have marched abreast—-buildings
~with their Toofs burst off or tumbled in, and
with the trees springing up. from . inside, and
waviig -their restless “shadows mowrnfully
over the ruing. High in the midst of this
desolation, towered “a  broad, platform of
rocky: earth, searped-away on three’ sides,
so as ‘to - make 1t unapproachable: except
by scaling ladders, - On_ the fourth- side,
the flat of the. platform was reached by
aflight of stone steps, of such:mighty, size
and strength that they mighthave been'made
for the use of & race of glants. ' Theyled toa
huge building girded ,&w round with.a row of
thick pillars, long enough and broad enough
to cover -the whole flat space of ground;
solid enough,”as to the walls, to stand for
ever; but broken in, ab most places, as to the
roof ;* and overshadowed by the trees that
sprang up from inside, like the smallér houses
already mentioned, below it, This ‘was the
dismal ruin which was called the Palace ; and
this was the Prison in the Woods which was
to be the place of our captivity. .

The sereeching voice-of the Pirate Captain
restored order ‘in our ranks, and sent the
Indians forward with their chopping-knives to
the steps of the Palace, We were directed o
follow them acioss the ruins, and in and out
among the trees, - Ont of every ugly erevice
érack in the great stairs, there” sprouted up
flowers, long grasses, and beautiful large-
leaved " plants ‘and bushes, When 'we had
toiled to.the top of -the flight, we conld. look
back from the height over the dark waving
top -of ithe forest” behind us More than a
glimpse of the ‘magnificent sight, however,
was not allowed ! we.were ordered still to
follow the Indians, They had already disap-
peared in the inside of the Palace ; and: we
wenb in after them, :

“Wefound owrselves, first, underasquave por-
tico; supported uponimmense flatslabs ofstone,
which were carved all over; ab top. and bot-

cizcles of seulptured flowers: T guessed the
length ofthe @S&.So to be, al the very. Hasmﬁ
three huzdred feel. - In the inside wall of it
appeared four high “gaping doorways 3 three
of them were entirely -choked up by fallen
stones’: sojammed together, and so givt about
by roots and elimbing  plants; that-no force
short of . blast of gunpowder, could possibly
have dislodged them. . The - fourthi. entrance
had; at some former time, been lept just
clear enough to allow: of the passing of one
‘man.abonce throngh the gap that had been
made in the fallen stones. .. Through this,
the only passage left into the Palace,. or:oub
of it, we followed the Tndians into a great hally
nearly one-half of which was still covered
Dby.the remains of the roof. In the unshel-
tered “half: surrounded Dby broken. stones
and with o carved human head, five times
the size of life, leaning against it: vose. the
stiaight, naked: trank of “a beautiful - tree,
that shot: up high' above. the ruins, -and
dropped “its ~enormous branches . from. the
very.top of, if, bending down towards us, in
curves like plumes of immense green feathers.
In this hall, which was big'enough to hold
double our number, we were ordered to make
a lialt, while the Pirate Captain, accompanied
by three of his crew; followed: the Indians
through. a: doorway, leading. off to:-the loft
hand, as we stood with our backs to the
portico. . In front of us, towards the right,
was another doorway, -through ‘which we
could see some of the Indians, eutting away
with their knives, right and-left, at-the
overspreading underwood. Even the noise
of the hacking, and the hum and murmur
of the. people outside, who were unloading
the mules, seemed to be sounds too faint
and trifiing to break the awful stillness. of
the ruing, - To my ears, ab least, the "un-
carthly silence was deepened rather than
broken by the few feeble sounds which
tried” to. disturb it. The wailings of the
poor children were stifled within them. The
whispers of ‘the women, and  the -heavy
breathing of the overlaboured men, sank
and sank gradvally till they were heardno
move, Looking back now, atthe whole
course .of our troubles, T think I can safely
say that nothing—not éven the first disco:
very.of the treachery on the Island—tried
our conrage and endurance like that interval
of speechless waiting in the Palace, with the
hush of the ruined -city, and the dimness
of the endless forest, all aboutus. .~
‘When we next saw the Pirate Captain, he
appeared at the doorway to the right, just
as the Pirates began'to crowd in froni the
portico, with the bagzage they had taken
from-the mules. : . .
“There is the wvay for the Buccaniers,”
squeaks the “Pirate Captain,” addressing. the
American mate; and pointing to-the doorway
ori the left. “'Three big rooms, that will hold
yowall, and that hayve more of the roof left on
them than any. of the others.  The prisoners,”

tory, with death’s-heads seb in the midst of
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he continnes, burning tous, and pointing to the
doorway behind him, “will file in; that way,
and will find fwo.rooms for-them, with the
ceilings on the floor, and: the trees in their
places. - I myself;: because. my- soul is " big,
shall live -alone 'in - this’ grand: hall." My
bed shall be there .in' the -sheltered corner;
and T shall eat, and. drink, and-smoke, and
sing; and-enjoy myself, with. one ‘eye always
on my, prisoners, and the other eye always on
my cuard ontside,””

Having delivered this piece. of eloquence,
he pointed with his:sword to the prisoners’

+doorway. - 'We all passed .through'it quickly,
M P q Yy

wm_.m,& 0. be oub of the sight and hearing of
hin. L
The gosooBmmm?wpimousm,moEEsawnimm
with:each other, The inner one of the two
had a second doorway, leading, as T supposed,
further:into the building, but so- choked: wp
by rubbish; as to. be. impassable, excépt by
climbing, and that must have been skiltul
climbing too, . Seeing that this accident cut
off all- easy means of approach to the room
‘from’ the Pirates' side, we defermined, sup-
posing: nobody meddled with ‘us, to establish
the:wommen and children here ; and to take
the room nearest to the Pirate Captain and
his guard for ourselves. |
The first thing to be done was to clear away
the rubbish in the women’s room. The ceiling
wag, indeed, s the Pirate Captain had told us,
all on the floor ; and the growth of trees,shrubs,
weeds, and flowers, springing up everywhere
among the fragments of stone, ‘was so pro-
digious in'this part of the Palace, that, but
for the walls:with their barbarons seulptures
all' round, we should certainly have believed
ourselves to.be encamped in the forest, without
& building nearus. ~ All the lighter parts of
the rubbish in the women’s room we dis-
posed - of, cleverly, by piling it in the doov-
way on the Pirates’side; so as to make any
approach: from that divection all but impos-
sible, even: by clinibing. - The heavy blocks
of stone—and: it took two amen to Lift some
of them: that' were not the heaviest—we
piled up‘in the middle of the floor.  Having
y - this - mieans  clearved  away - plenty . of
space round. the: walls; we gathered up all
the litter . of - young. ‘branclies, bushes,” and
leaves which the Indians had chopped away ;
added to them agmueh as was required of the
underwood still standing ; and'laid the whole
smooth and ‘even, to make beds. T noticed,
while we were at this work, that the ship’s
boy—whose name was Robert—was partiou-
larly helpfal and’ considerate with the chil-
dren, when it became necessary o quiet then
and to" geb them to-lie’.down, " He was'a
rough boy to look at; and not very sharp; but,
lie managed better, and was. more naturally
tender-hearted with the little ones than any
of the'zest: of us, - This may seerm a small
thing “‘to mention; but Robert's’ attentive
ways with the: children, attached” them to

after shown, turned out to be of great benefit
to.ms, ab a very dangerous and: very import.
ant time, 7 e ‘

Qur next piece of work was: to clear our
own'room,  If was close at the side of the
Paloce; and “a break in; the outward wall
looked * down: over the sheer precipice on
which the building ‘stood, - 'We stopped this
up, breast high, in case of accidents, with the
rubbish on'the floor 3 we then made our beds,
jusbas we had made the women’s beds al-
ready.

A little later, we heard the Pivate Captain

in. the hall, which he kept to himself for
hig-big soul and his little body, giving orders
to: the American’ mate about” the' guard,
On 'mustering “the Pirates, it ‘turned out
that two: of ‘them, who had been wounded
in’ the fight on the Island, were unfit for
duty. Twenty-¢ight,  therefore, = remained.
These,” the: Pirate - Captain  divided ' into
comapanies of seven, who were to mount guard,
in turn, for a spellof six hours each company ;
the relief coming round, as a matter of course,
four times. in the twenty-four hours. - Of the
guard of seven, two were stationed under -the
portico ; one was-placed as a look-out, on the
‘top landing of the great flight of steps; and
two ‘were appointed to. patrol  ihe ground
below, in front of the Palace, " This left only
two men to-wateh the three remaining sides
of the building.. Sofar as any risks of attack
were concerned, the precipices at the back and
sides'of the Palace were a. sufficient defence
for it, if a'good- watch was lept on the weak
side: “But what the Pirate Captain dreaded
was the ehance of our escaping ; and he would
not trust the precipices to keepus, knowing
we had sailors in” our company, and suspect-
ing that they might hit on some. substitute
for ropes, and lower themselves and their
fellow-prisoners down from " the back or the
sides of the Palace, in the dark.. Accordingly,
the Pirate Captain settled it that two men oub
of each company should do'double duty, after
nightfall: the choice of them to.be decided
by easting dice.” This gave four men to patrol
round the sides and the back: of the building :
a sufficient number to keep o bright look-ous,
The Pirates murmured a little at-the prospect
of double duty ; but, there wagno remedy for
it The  Indians, - having  a superstitious
borror of xemaining in the rained city after
dark, had bargained to be allowed to go back
to- their “village, ‘every afternoon,” And, as
forthe Sambos, the Pirate Captain knew them
better than the English had: known them 4t
Silver-Store;  and would bave nothing to.do
‘with them inany matter of importance.
"Phe setting of the watch: was completed
withont much delay. . If any of us had. felt
the slightest hope of escaping, up to this time,
the position of .our prison and the number of
sentinels appointed to’ guard it, would have
been move than enough to extinguish that
Hope for:ever. . :

him'; and that attachment, as will he here-

o ;
An hour before sunset, the Indians—whose
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onlybusiness atihe Palace wag tosupply us “us, ‘We were formed, down the steps, insingle.
with: food from the village, and to-prepate i file ;' the Pirate Captain at the head ; Tmyselt
the food  for eating-—made their Jast Latcl nextto him ;s Pirate vexbto me; and s0.onto
¢ Tortillas, and then lefs the ruins in a body, | the end, insucliorder as o keepa man witha
af the. wsual: trobt. of those savages when  londed musket between oach oneor two of ug
they. ave travelling in a hurry. prisoners. - I'looked behind me as we started,
When the sun had set, the. darkness eameland saw two of the Sambos—that Christian

three'of the Buceaniers-would niob be enough | branches off the tree, % Pass the vord o1 in
to wateh  thePalace in' the. day, when. the a whisper-to the neavest cmwﬂwvmuw% % ﬂwmm
six. stoutest men of ‘the prisoners were away’ with o will;’and say, with s wink of your
from it, the Pirate Captain offered his little| eye, there’s a good yeason for it

wenzen:arm:to: the American, and strutted | ““After we had been allowed to knock off for
wm%.._mmo, his castle, on - betber terms with him- | that day, the Pirates had no- cause to cont-
self than ever,

down' upon us, I might almost say, with a
yush,” Bats whizzed “about, . and . the low
warning hum of Mosquitos sounded close to!
our-ears,. - Flying beetles, with lights in their
heads, each light:as bright as the light of
a dozen -glowworms, sparkled through the
darkness, in_n wonderful manner; all night
long. When one of them settled on the
walls, he lighted up the hideous sculptures
for a~ yard all round him, at the very
least, :Outside, “in -the forest, the dread-
ful stilloess seemed to be drawing-its breath,
from time to -time, when ‘the night-wind
swept lightly through the million-million
leaves, " Sometimes, the .surge of monkeys
travelling through the boughs, burst. out with
a sound like waves on a sandy shore ; some-.
times, the noise of falling branches-and trunks!
rang out suddenly with a crash; as if the'great
ruins - about us were splitting. into’ pieces; |
sometimes; when the silence wasat its deepest |
—avhien even the tread of the wateli outside!
had ceased-—the guick rustle of a lizard or

snake, sounded treacherously close at ourears.
Tt-was long before the children in the women’s
room were all quieted and hushed to sleep—
longer “still before we, their elders, . could
compose our spirits for -the night.’ “After all.
sounds died away among us, and-when I
thought that T:was the only one still awake,
T heard Miss Maryon’s voice saying, softly;
“ CGlod helpand deliver us 1. A man in our
room, moving on his bed of leaves, repeated
the ‘words  aiter -her ;- and the ship’s- boy,
Robert, half-asleep, half-awake, whispered to
himself sleepily, © Amen ™" After that, the
silence returned upon us, and was -broken no
move, ~So the night passed—the firsh night
in our Prison in the Woods.

With the morning, came the discovery of a
new project of the Pirate: Captain’s, for'which
none.of ug had been prepared.

Soon: - after sunrise, “the - Pirate - Captain
looked -into ‘omr room,. and ordered-all the
men in it-out into:the large hall, where he
lived with his big soul and his little body.
After eyeing us narrowly, he directed. three
of the sailors, myself, and two of my com-
rades, to step.apari.from the rest. ‘When
we had obeyed, the bundle-of axes-which had
troubled my mind so much, was brought into
the hall'y and four men’ of :the : guard, then
on-duby, armed: with muskets and pistols,
were “marched o afterwards: -Six . of “the
axes-were chosen and: put into our hands, the

Pirate Captain pointing warningly, as. we

ool them, to-the men with fire-ayms in the

George King was one of them—following us,
‘We marched round the back of the Palace,and
over the ruins beyond if, %ill wve came to o
track through the Yorest, the first T had seen,
After a quarter-of an hour’s walking, T saw
the sunlight; bright beyond ‘the trees in front
of ug. In another minute or two, we stood.
under the clear sky, and beheld at our feel .o
broad river; running with a swift silent cur-
rent; and overshadowed by the forest; rising
ag thick as ever on the bank that was opposite
to us.

On’ the bank “where we stood, the trees
wers young ; some greab wm:%mmn of past
years having made havoc in this part of the
forest,” and torn away the old growth to
make. room for the new, ‘The young trees
grew up, mostly, straight and _slender,—
that is"to say, slender for South Americn,
the - slightest” of them = being, certainly, "as
thick as my leg. ~After peeping and peer-

ing about 2t the. timber, with the look of

2 a'man-who owned ‘it all, the Pirate Captain

sat himself. down cross-legged on the grass,
and did us the honor to address us.

“Aha ! you English, what do- you think
I bave kept you alive for?” says he
“Pecanse I am fond of you? Bah! Be-

Leause T don’t like to kill you? - Bal! What

for, then 1 Beeause I want the use of your
avms to work for me. See those trees!”
‘Te waved his hand backwards and = for
wards, - over the whole prospect. = “Cut
them all down-—1lop off the branches—
smooth them into poles—shape them -into
beams—chop them into planks. Camarado!?
he.wvent on, turning to the mate, “I mean to
roof -in" the Palace again, and to:lay new
floors. over the rubbish of ‘stones. will
.make the big house good and dry tolive in,
in.the rainy weather—I will: barricade the
steps of it for defence against an army,~—I
will make it my strong castle of -vetreat for
me and my men, and our treasure, and. our
prisoners, and all that we have, when the
English cruisers of the devil get-too many
for us alopg the coast. To work, you six!
Look at those four men of ~mine/~their
muskets arve loaded. Look-at these two
Sambos who will stop here: to feteh help if
they want it. Remember the women and
1 children you liave left at the Palace—and
ab-your peril and at theirperil, turn " those
axes in your hauds -from’ their ' proper
work! Vouunderstand? YouTnglishfools?*

With those words he-jumped” to his feet,
and ordered the nigeers toremaln and place

{ront.of us. Fe and his mate, both armed to
the teeth, then led'the way out' to the steps;

themselves. at  the orders “of ~our  guard.

 Having given these last directions, and liav-

wefollowed ; the otherfour Piratescame after! ing taken his mate’s opinion as'to whether

A8 soon as he and tho mate were gone,
Christian George King tumbled himself down
on: the grass, and kicked up his'ugly heels
inconvulsions of delight, o
S%0h, golly, golly, colly I says he.” “You
dam - Tinglish do worlk, and Christian ‘George
King'look on, - Yuyp, Sojeer! whack at thenr
free : )

T paid no’attention to the brute, being
hetter ooeupied in noticing my next comrade,
Short. " T-had remurked that all the while
the .Hu:‘ﬁa Captainwas speaking, he was
looking hard at the river, as if the sight of
alarge sheet of -water did his sailorly eyes
good. - When' we Dbegan ™ to use’ the axes,
greally to my astonishment, he buekled to
at bis work like a man vho had”his'whole
heart in it: chuckling to himself at every
chop,’and wagging his head as if he.was in
the forecastle agaiin telling his best yarns,

“ Youseem to be in-spirits, Short? * Taays,
selting to on a tree close by him. ’

“Phe river’s put a-notion ‘in wy head)”
says-he. - Chop away, Gill, as hard as yon
cany or they may hear us talking.”

“What ‘notion has the xiver put in your
head 27T asked " that man; - following his
directions, i

“You dowt know where that river runs
to; T suppose 17 says Short. -“ No move don’t
1. But, did it say anything particular to you,
Gill,when you first set eyes on it? Tt said
to.ime, ag plain as words could speak, ‘I'm
the road out.of this. {Come and try me !
Bteady ! Don’t stop to look at the wuter:
Chop away, man, chop. away.” :

“The:road-out of this 1" says I % A road
without any ‘conches, Short, “I don't see so
much-as’ the ruing of one old canoe lying
abbut anywheve.” v E
Short chuckles' again, and buries his axe

hrhis tree,
“What are we cutting down these here

frees for 7" says he,

“Roofs and’ foors for the Pivate Captain’s
castle,” says L. :

* Rafts for ourselves I'? says he, with another
tremendous.chop at the tree, which brought
it to the ground-—~the first that had fallen,

His'words struck throngh me’as'if I had
w%w.ayop For:the: first time since our
imprisonment I now saw,.clear as daylight, a
chance of eseape; Only a chance; to be suve ;
but;, still'a chance, o
“ Although the guard  stood “several paces
away from us, and could by no possibility
hear a'word that we said; through the noise
of .the.‘axes, Short was oo cautious to talk
any more, S

plain-of the work we had doiie’; and they
‘reported us to the Pirate Captain as obedient
and industrious, so far, “When we lay down
at night; I took thenext place on theleaves
to--Short. " “We: waited - till “the vest” were
asleep;:and till'we heard the Pirate Captain
snoring in the great hall, before we “began to
talk “again- about the river  and’the ralts.
This is the aniotnt of what Short whispered
in my ear on that oceasion:

e told me he liad caleulated thatit would
take two large rafts' to hear all our company,
and that timber enough to make such two ratts
might be cut down by six menin ten days, or,
at'most; in o fortnight, " As for the means of
fastening the ‘rafts—the lashings, he called
them~—~the stout vines and ereepers supplied
them abundantly’; and" the  timbers of both
vafts  might be "commeeted together, in this
way, firmly enough for river navigation, in

| about five hours, ~ That was the very shortest

time:the job ‘would take, done by-the williny
hands of ‘men who knew that they wers
working for their lives; said Short.

These were the means of escape.  How to
m,:,b them to account was the next question.
Shorb-could not answer it and though T
tried all that night, neither could I, z

The difficulty was one which, I think,
might have puzzled wiser heads than’ owrs,
How were six-and-thirty living soals. (being
the number’ of us prisoners, including the
children) to be got out of the Palace safely,
in-the-face of the guard  that watched it ?
And, even if that was accomplished, when
could we count. on” gaining five hours all to
ourselves for the business of “making- the
rafts 1 The compassing” of “either of these
two- designs,” absolutely “necessary” as"they
both “were ‘to* our escape; seemed  to be
nothing‘more: or less than a rank impos-
sibility, “Towards morning, I gob. 4 wild
notion into: my head: about letting ourselves
down: from the back of the Palace,. in the
dark, and taking our chance of being able to
seize the sentinels ab that part of the building,
unawares, and gag them before they could
give the alarm to' the Pirates.in front. But.
short, when I mentioned: my plan to bim,
would not hiear of it He said that men Ew
themselves—provided they had" not gub a
madman, like Drogee, and‘a maundering old
gentleman, like Mr, Pordage, among them—
might, perhaps, run some'such desperate. visk
ag'L proposéd ; but, that letbing women and
children, to saynothingof Drooce and Pordage,
down a menocznm inthe dark, with make-shift
ropes ‘which might give way at & moment’s
notice; was~out”of “the question. It was
impossible, on - further reflection, hiot to see

*Wait till night;” he said, lopping the

that Shoxrt’s view of the matter was the Tight
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one. T acknowledged as much, and then T pub
it to- Short whether our wisest-course would
ot be to let one or two of the sharpest of our
fellowsprisoners into ouy secret, .psm sea-whab
theysaid.  Short asked me which two Thad
in my mind when I made thab proposal?

& 3, Macey,” says I, “ because -he s natu-
sally quick, and-has improved his gifts by
learning, and Miss Maryon-—" - ]

“« Fow can a woman help-us 1" says Shork,
breaking in onme, .

@A woman with a clear head and:a high
corirage. and a. patient vesolubion ~— all “of
which™ Miss: Maryon
world—may do more to help us, in- our pre-
sent .strait, than any man of our company,”
says I, )

% Well,” says Short, 1. davesay yow're
right. - Speak  to anybody you please, Gill;
but, whatever you do, man,; stick to it at'the

frees, Leb’s gt the timber down—that’s thel

first thing to be done, anyhow.”.. i

Before we were mustered: for. work; I took
an opportunity of. privately mentioningito
Miss Maryon and Mz, Macey: what had
passed between Short and me, They. were
oth thunderstruck at the notion of the rafts.
Wiss - Maryon, ag’ I had .expected, ‘made
lighter of the terrible difficulties in the way
oﬂn. ﬂcnﬁﬁsm out.our scheme than Mr. Macey
dids

“ We ave lefc heve to watch and think,
all day,” she whispered—and I could almost
Lear the quick beating- of her heart.

has got, above all thel

inspirits ;; but, Short was just: as mowﬂ and
eagy. as-ever. - Chop away, Davis, wag
all"he gaid. “The E,,,.S. won't run - dry yeb
awhile, ‘Chop away ! .

We. Hﬁo&mwz O%M earlier’ than usual-that
day, the Pirates having a feast in prospect, off
a-wild hog, Tt was still broad daylight-(oub
of the forest) when we_came back, wnm when
T looked onee more in. Miss Maryon's face,

T saw a flush in her cheeks ; and her oyes
met mine brightly. My heart:beat quickerat
the glance of them ; for Isawthat thetime had
come; and thatthe difficulty was o”ow@:mem?

We waited till the light was fading, and the
Pirates were in the midst of their feast.
Then, she beckoned me into Eo inner room,
and 1 sat down by her in the dimmest.corner
of it ; ;

"% Vou have thought of something, ab last,
Miss 277

“1 have

is not all ‘mine.

Bub the merit of the thought
Chance—no! Providence—
suggested the design ; and the instrament
with whick its merciful Wisdom has worked,
ige—n child? ;
She. stopped, and looked all” round: her
anxiously; before she went on. i
& This afternoon,” she. says, “I was sitting
against the trunk of thab tree, thinking of
what hag been the subject of my. aro.smrmm
ever since you. spoke-.to. me, My sister’s
little girl was whillng away the tedious time,
by askivg Mr. Kitten to tell-her the names of
the different plants which ave still left grows

«YWhile you ave making the best of your
time - among -the ‘trees, we will: make: the
best - of ours. in  the Palace, L can say
1o more, now--I can hardly speak. at all
for . thinking - of. what you have told ‘me.
Bless  you, . bless you, for making me hope
once  moret (o now—we: must’ nob risk
the - congequences: of - being seen talking “to-
gether, “When you come back-at night, ook
a6 me, - If7T close my eyes, ibis a:sign that
nothing has, been thought of yet. If I keep
them open, take the first safe opportunity of
speaking secretly to me-or to Mr. Macey.!

She turned away 3 and:-I-went back. o my
comrades. - Half an- bour afterwards, we
were off for our second day's work among the
trees, .
When  we came back, 1 looked - at- Miss
Maryon. She ¢losed her eyes. So, nothing had
been thonght of, yet. sl

Six more-days we worked-ab cutting down
the trees, -always meriting the same good
charaeter for industry from our Pirate-guard.
Six-more evenings I looked at Dliss Maryon;
and six times: her closed eyes gave me the
same " disheartening answer,
day. of our.work,; Short whispered to:me; that
if we plied our-axes for three- days longer, he
considered we should: have more than timber
enough down, tomake the aafts. - He -had
thought of nothing, T-had thought of nothing,
Miss. Maryon and M, Macey ‘had: thought
of mothing. I was beginning to- get low

On: the ninth

ing about the room. You know he is-a
learned man in such matters 2" :

T knew that ; and have, T believe; formerly
given thatout, for my Lady to takein writing:

«T was too much occupied,” she .wenb
on, “to pay attention to them, - till_they
came close to the tree against which Lowas
sitting. - Under it and about it, there: grew
a plant - with very elegantly-shaped leaves,
and with 2 kind of berry on it: The ‘child
showed it to Mr. Kitten ; and saying, * Those
berries look good to eat,” stretehed  oub her
hand towards “them,  Mr, Kitten stopped
her. ¢Vou must never touch: that’ he
said, ¢ Why not?’ the child asked. ¢ De-
cause if you eat muchiof it, it would poison
you! “And if I only eaba little 7 said azw
child, laughing. ¢If you only cat a little,
said Mr, Kitten, ‘it would throw youwinto-a
deep sleep—a slesp that none of us could
wake you from; when it was time for: break-
fast——n sleep that' wonld make your mama:
think you -were dead.’-’ Those words were
hardly spoken, when the thought that T have
now to tell you of, flashed: across my mind:
Buf; before I say anything more, answer me
one guestion, - Am1 right i supposing - that
our: attempt: at escape st be made in the
night %" SN s «,

AL nightycerbainly,” says T, “hecause
we can be most stiee, then; that the: Pirates -off
gunrd sre allin this building, and not likely

to leave it

THE PRISON-IN THE WOO0DS!
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“T anderstand, Now; - Davis, hear . what
T-have observed -of thc habits of the inen
who. keep . us -iniprisoned in- this place.
The first ‘change of guard at night, is ab
nine.o'clock, At that time, seven men
come - in from:watching; and nine men (the
extra night-guard) ‘go out to'veplace them ;
each party being ‘on duty, as'you know, for
six - hours.. I have .observed,” at the mnine
d'elocle’change of guard, that the seven men
- avho come ot duty,-and the nine who go on,
bave o supply of baked cakes of Indian
corn; reserved expressly for their use. " They
divide the food between them; the Pirate
Captain (who isalways astir at the change of
guard) generally taking a cake for himself,
wheri the rest of - the men take theirs, This
wakes altogether, seventeen men who partake
of food'-especially. veserved for them, at nine
o’¢lock.’” So far you understand me 3
# Clearly; Dliss
“The next ‘thing I have noticed, is ‘the
manner in -which  that food is prepaved.
About two hours before sunset, the Pirate
Captain walks out to smoke, after-he has
eaten the meal which " he.calls his dinner,
Tn his absence  from the hall, the Indians
light their' fire on the unsheltered side of}:
it,> and - prepave the last “batch - of  food
before: they - leave. us for the night.. They
knead up two.'separate masses of dough.
The largest is the first ‘which is separated
into cakes.and baked. -That is taken for the
use of us prisoners and of the men who are
off - duty all the night. The second and
smallér picce of dough is then prepaved for
the nine o’clock  change of guard, “On that
food——come: neaver, Davis, I must say it in
a whisper-—on.-that food all our chances of
escape now turn, . If we can drug it unob-
_served; 'the -Pirates who go off duty, the
Pirates who go on duty,and the Captain, who
is more to be feared than all the rest, will be
ag absolutely insensible to our leaving the
Palace; as if they were every one of them
dead men,”
T was unable to speak—Iwas unable even
to:fetely my breath at those words.

ST have taken Mr. Kitten, as a matteriof
necessity, into our confidence,” she said, “I
have learnt from him a simple way of obtain-
ing the juice of thiat plant which he forbade

eyes, that they ave as’ecasily tempted away
from their ocenpation by any chanee: sight ox
chance noise as if they were children; and I
have already arranged with My, Macey that
he is to excite their curiosity by suddenly
pulling ' down one of ths looge stones in that
doorway, when the right time comes.. The
Indians ave certain to run in here fo find
out” what is the matter. Mr. Macey will
tell “them  that “he“has seen a snake;—they
will hunt for the creature (as I havescen
them hunt, over and over again, in ' this
ruined - place)—and  while “they ave so en-
gaged, the” opportunity that I want, the
two minutes to myself, which are all that
T require, will be mine, . Dread:the Pirate
Captain; Davis, for the slightest caprice
of “his may ruin all our hopes,—but never
dread the Indiahs, and never doubt me.”

Nobody, who had locked in her face ut
that moment—or at any moment thab ever I
knew of-—could have doubted hey: )

“There is one thing more,” she went on.
“When is the attempt to be'made ?”

“In three days' time,” T answered; “there
will be timber enough down to make the
rafts.”

“Tn-three days® time, then, let us decide
the question- of our freedom or our death.”
She spoke those words with a firmness that
amazed me.  “Rest now,” she sald, “Rest
and hope.” ‘

The third day was the hotfest we had yeb
experienced ; we were kept longer at woik
than usual ;- and when we had %onou we left
on the bank enough, and more than enough,
of timber and poles, to make both the rafts.

The Indians had gone when we got back
to the Palace, annd the Pirate Captain was
still smoking on- the flight of 'steps, As we
erossed the hall; I looked on one side and
saw “the Tortillas set up in a_pile, waiting
for the men who came in and went out-at
nine-o’clock.”

At the door which opened between our
room aud the women’s room, Miss Maryou
was waiting for us.
“Ig'it done 17 Tasked in a-whisper.
1t iz done,” she answered.
1t was, then, by Mr. Macey’s watch (which
be had kept hidden about him throughout
) onr - imprisonment), seven-o’clock.. 'We had
the child to eat. I have also made myself | two hours:to-wait: hours-of suspense, bub
acquainted ‘with the. quantity which it 'is|hours of rest. also’for the overworked men
necassary to use for-our purpose ;-and I have [ whohad been cutting the wood.. Before Ilay
resolved” that” no hands but ‘mine: shall” be {down, I"looked" into"the: inner room. The
charged: with the work' of kneading itinto | women were all-sitting together ; and I'saw
the dough* - by the looks tliey cast on'me that Miss Maryon
% Notyou, Miss,-—not. you. had told-them:of-what was coming with the
=-let me—run that risk.” night. The children were much-asusual, play=

“You have work enough and risk enough|ing quiet games ‘among- themselves. Tu: the
alveady;” said Miss Maryon. - “Itis time that | men’s room, T noticed ‘that’ Mr, Macey-had
the woimen, for whom you have suffered:and| posted himself along  with- Tom « Packer,
ventured' so. much, should take their shave.! close to Serjeant Drooce, and that My, Fisher
Besides, the ' risk i not- great, where-the | seemed -to betaking. great- pains to make
Iudians only ‘ave concerned. - They are idle! himself agreeable-to  Mr, Poxdage. I was
and curious. I have seen, with my ownlglad to see that the two gentlemen of the

Let one.of .us
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company, who were quick-witted and ex-
perienced in most things; were altendy taking
in hand the two unreagonable men. o

The evening- brought no coolness with it
The heat was so. oppressive that we .all
panted under it The stillness in the forest
was awful. We could almost hear the falling
of the leaves. :

Half-past seven, eight, half-past eight, a
quarter- to nine—Nine,  The tramp of feeb
came up the steps on one side, and the tramp
of. fect .came into the hall, on'the other,
There was s confusion of voices,—then, the
voice of the Pirate Captain, speaking in his
own language,~—then, the voice of the Ame-
rican mate, ordering oub the guard,—then
silence. i .

T erawled to.the door of our room, and laid
myself down behind it, where I could. see a
sbrip - of the hall, being that pat of it in
which the way out was situated, Fere, ulso,
the Pirate Captain’s tent had been set up,
about twelve or fourteen feet from the deor.
Two . torches were burning before it. . By
their light, I saw- the guard on duty file out,
each man munching his Tortilla, and each.
man grambling over it.- At the samo time,
in the part.of the hall which T conld not see,
I heard the men. off duty grambling also.
The Pirate Claptain, who had-entered bis tent
the minute before, came out of it, and calling
to the American mate, at the far end of the
hall, asked shavply. in English, what that
murmuring meant. o

%The men complain of the Tortillas,” the
mate tells him, - “ They say, they are nastier
than ever to-night.” .

# Bring me one, and let me taste it said
the Captain, - I had often before heard people
talk of their hearts being in their mouths,
but T never really knew what the sensation
was, till. T heard that ordergiven. - .

The Tortillawas brought to. him. He
nibbled. a bit off it, spat the morsel: out
with disgust; and threw the vest of - the cake
away.

“Those - Indian - beasts - have burnt.. the
Tortillag,” he said, “and their dirty H:.,..Fm
shall suffer for it to-morrow morning,” ‘With
those words, he whisked round on his heel,
and went back into, his tent. ; B

Some of the men. had - crept up behind
me, .and, Jooking over my head, had seen
what I saw.. They passed the account.of it
inwhispers to those who could not see ; and
they; in their turn, vepeated it to the-women,
In five minutes everybody in the two rooms
kuew that.the scheme had: failed. with the
very.man whose sleep it was most important
to: secure, -~ L heurd nostifled. crying among,
the women:or stifled cursing among the men.
The despair:of that time was too deep.-for
teaxrs, and:too deep. for.words. .

T myself could:not. take my eyes off the
tent. - In a little: while he came oub..of -t

himself down on his cloak just inside the
doorway.leading into the portico, 50 that all
the air from outside might blow over hinm,
Little as he was, he was big enough to lie
right across. the narrow way oub. :
He smoked and he smoked, slowly and move
slowly, for, whatseemed to me to be, hours, bub
for what, by the watch, was little more ﬁ:sp
ten minutes after all. Then, the cigar dropped
out of his mouth—-lis hand sought for it, and
sank lazily by his side—his head turned over
a little towards the door—and he fell off': nob
into the drugzed sleep thal theve was safety
in, but into his light, natural sleep, whicha
touch on his body might have disturbed; -
« Now’s the time to gag him,” says Short,
creeping up close to me, and taking off his
jacket and shoes, e .
«Steady,” says L« Don’t let’s try that i 1
we can try nothing else. There are men asleep
near us who have not eaten the drugged cakes
—the Pirate Captain is light and active—
and if the gag slips on his month, we are all
done for.. I'll.go to Lis head, m:c?.égr my
jacket ready in my hands,  When Lm there;
do you lead the way with your mates, ,"Em, step
gently into-the portico, over his body. fyery
minube of your.time is precious.on account of
making the rafts. Leave the rest of the
men 1o get the women and children over;
and leave me o gpg him if he stirs while
we are getting oub.” . i

“Shake hands-on it, Davis” says Short,
getting to Dhis feet, €A teain of horses
wouldn’t have dragged me out fust; if you
hadn’t said that about the rafts,” :

“ Wait a bit,” says T, “till T speak.to My,
Kitten.” . i

T crawled back into the room, taking care
to keep out of the way of the stones in the .
middle of it, and asked Mr, Kitten how long
it would be before the drugged cakes.acted’
on the men outside who had eaten them?
Te said we onght to wait another quarfer
of an hour, to muke. guite sure, .Ab the
same time, Mr. Macey é:mcmgﬁ. i my
car to let him pass over the' Pirate Captains
body, alone with the.  daugerous Jtogn of
our - company—Serjeant_Drooce. I know
how. to deal with mad people,”. says_ he.
#T haye persuaded the  Sergeant that if he is
quiet, and if he steps: carefully, I can help
him. to eseape from” Tom Packer,whom he
is beginning look on as his keeper. He has
been as stealthy and quiet as a cab ever since
—and- L will. answer for him till. we geb to

he viver side.”

’ What o relief it-was to hearthat!™ Lwas
turning round to get back to Short, when
hand touched me lightly, = . :

“7T Thave heard you talking,” whispered
Miss Maryon ; “and T will.prepare all nmy
room.for the risk we must now run.. . Robert,
the ship’s boy, whom the children are so moua;
of; shall help us to persuade them;once more,
that we ave going to play a’ game,  If you

again, puffing and panting with the heaf.  He

can get one of the torches from' the tent, and’

lighted a cigar at one of the torehes, and laid
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pass it in here, it may prevent some of us
from - stambling: Dot be afraid of the
women and children; Daviy; They shall not
endanger:-the brave men who are saving
them.”

Tleft: her atb onee to get the toreh.  The
Pirate Captain was still fast asleep as T stole
on tiptoe, into the hall, and took 1t from the
tent. When I returned, and gaveit to Miss
Maryon, her sister’s little. deaf and dumb boy
saw.me, and, slipping- between us, eaught
tight hold'of one of niy hands. “Having been
used to riding on'my shoulders for so many
days, lie had taken a fancy to me; and,
when T tried to put” him away, he only clang
the “tighter, and beganto murmur in his
helpless dumb way. - Slight’ as the noise was
which the poor little: fellow couldmake, we
all dreaded it: - Fis niother wrung her hands
ine despair when she heard him; and My,
Figher whispered to me for Heaven's sake to
quiet the child, and-humour him at any.cost,
I immediately took him up in my nrms, and
went back o Bhort, "

“8ling him on my back;” says I, “as you
slong the Jittle givl on yowr own the first day
of ‘the march. ©T want both my hands, and
the ¢hild won’t be. quiet away from me.”

~Bhort did as T-asked him - in’ two minutes.
As soon as he liad finished, Mr. Macey passed
the word on'to me; that' the  quartér of an
hour-wagup's that it was tine to try the. ex-
periment-with Drooce ; and that'it was neces-
sary for us. all to" humour him by feigning
sleep, . We' obeyed. - Looking outof the
corner of my eye, I saw Mr. Macey take. the
mad - Serjeant’s ‘arm, point rotind “to us all,
and thenlead him out.” Holding tight by Mr,
Macey, Drooce stepped.-as lightly as a woman,
with as‘bright and wicked a'look of eunning
as ever T saw in any liuman eyes.  They
crossed the hall—Mr.” Macey pointed to the
Pirate Captain, and whispered, * Hush !”—
the Serjeant imitated the action and repeated
the *word—then the two stepped over his
body (Drooce. cautionsly raising his feet the
highest), and disappeared through theé portico,
We waited to hear if there was any noise or
confusion, © Not.a sound,

T got up, and Bhort handed me his jacket
forthe gag. ~ The child, having been startled
from-his sleep by the light of the toich, when
Tbrought it in, had fallen off again, already,
on’ my shoulder, " “ Now for it,” says I, and
stole out into the hall,

T'stopped at the tent, went in, and took
the first lnife T could find there. ~ 'With the
weapon between: my-teeth, with the little
innocent - asleepon ‘my shoulder, with the
jacket held ready in both hands, I kneeled
down on ‘one knee at the Plrate Captain’s
head, and fixed my-eyes steadily on his ugly
sleeping face. i
. The sailors came out fivst, with their shoes
in theirhands.” No sound of footsteps from
any one of them.  No'movement in the ugly

The women and children were ready cowm.‘
Robert,the ship's “boy, lifted the  childven

50 well had Robert persnaded. them thatwe
were only playing a game. “Ulie: women
passed next, all as light as air; ofter-them,
1 obedience. to a ‘sign’ from: me, my com-
rades of the Marines, holding  their  shoes
in their hands, as'the sailors had done béfore
them, * 8o far; not a word had ‘been spoken;
not o mistake had been made—so far, not o
change of any sort: had passed over ‘the
Pirate: Captain’s face:

There were left now-in the hall, besides
myself and the child-on my back, only My,
Tisher and My Pordage. Mr.  Pordage!
Up to'that moment, in the risk and exeite-
wjmz« of the time, I-had not once thouglit of
him, :

T was foreed to think of him now, though;
and with anything but a friendly feeling.

At the sight of the Pirate Captain, asleep
across the way out, the unfortunate, mis-
chievous old simpleton tossed up’ his” head,
and folded his arms; and was on the point of
breaking out loud into a spoken document
of some kind, when Mr. Fisher wisely and
quickly-clapped a hand over his mouth.

“Government despatches outside;” whispers
My, Fisher, in" an. agony. “Secreb seivice.
Forty-nine  reports from head-quarters, all
waiting” for” you half “a mile: off, TIL show
you the “way, sir, - Don’t" wake -that man
there, who is asleep : lLie mustknow nothing
about it—he represents the Pablic”

Mr. Pordage suddenly looked very knowing
and hugely satisfied with himself, ~He fol-
Jowed Mr. Tisher to within®a foob of the
Pirate Captain’s body—then stopped short.
“How many:veports 17" he  asked, very
anxionsly. ‘

“Forty-nine,” “said Mr. Fisher. - “Come
along, sir,—and step clean over the Publie,
whatever you do,”

Mr, “Pordage instantly “stepped” over, as
jauntily as if he was going to dance.” At the
moment of his erossing; a hanging rag of his
cursed, useless, unfortunate, imp Diplomatic
coat touched “the Pirate Captain’s foreliead,
and 'woke him. :
I drew back softly, -with-the child still
asleep ‘on” my shoulder; into the " black
shadow of the wall behind me. " At the in-
stant when the Pirate Captain awoke, I had
been looking at Mr. Pordage; and had conse-
quently lost. the chance of applying the gag
to his mouth suddenly, at the right time.

On vousing up; he turned his:face inwards,
towards the - prisoners’ voom. = If he ‘had
turned it outwards, he must. to a dead cer-
tainty have seen ‘the tail of My, Pordage’s
vont, disappearing in the portico:

Though he was awake enough to move, he
was’ not awake enough to have the full pos-
session of “his sharp senses. " The drowsiness

fuce as they passed over ity

of "his sleep. still hurs-about him.  He

over': most of them holding their little hands’
over their mouths fo keep from langhing—’
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yawned; stretehed: himself, spat-wearily; sab
1P, spat again, gotion his legs, and stood up,
within:three ' feet of the shadow inwhich 1
was hiding behind him. .
T forgot the knife in my teeth,~I declave
solenmly, in-the frightful suspense of that
moment; I -forgot it—and doubled my fist as
if.T-was an unarmed man, with the purpose
of stunning him by a blow on the head it he
_came any nearer, - Lsuppose Iwaited; with
"y fist" clenehed, nearly o minute, while he
waited, yawning and spitting, - At the end of
that time, he made for his ‘tent, and I heard
him (with what thaukfulness no words can
tellt). roll himself down, with anocther yawn,
onhis bed inside.

T waited—in the interest of us all—to
make. quite sure, before I left; that he-was
asleep -again. -In what T reckoned ‘as abount
five-minutes’ time, I heard him shoring, and
felt free to take miyself and my little sleeping
comrade out.of the prison, ab last,

The drugged guards in the portico were
sitting together, dead asleep, with their backs
agaiust the wall.' The third man was lying
flat, on thelanding of the steps, * Their arms
and ammuuition were gone: wisely taken by
our men—to defend us, if we were meddled
with ‘before we escaped, and to kill food for
us when we committed.ourselves to the viver.

At the bottom - of the steps I was startled
Ty seeing two women standing together. They
were Mrs, Macey .and Miss Maryon: the
first, - waiting to"-see her.child safe; the
second (Giod Dbless Ter for it!) waiting to
see.me safe, -

In o quarter of -an hour we were by the
river-side, and saw the work bravely begun;
the  sailors and the marines under their
orders, labouring at the rafts inthe shallow
waber by the bank;: Mr. Macey and M.
Tisher volling down fresh timberas it was
wanted ;. the -women - cutting. -the vines,
creepers; and withies: for the lashings. We
brought with us three more pair.of hands to
help ;- and-all worked with such-a will, that,
in-four hours and. twenty minutes, by Mr.
Macey’s-wateh; the rafts, though not - finished
-as they-ought to have been, weve: still strong
enough to float us away. .

Short, -another -seaman, and the ship's
boy, got aboard: the ‘first raft, carrying
with ‘them,_poles -and -spare -timber, = Miss
Maryon; - Mrs. - Fisher ‘and her busband,
Mrs. Macey  and lLer husband ~and three
children, My and Mrs. Pordage, Mr. Kitten,
myself, and women and children besides, to
make up-eigliteen, were the passengers on
the leading raft.. . The second raft, under the
guidance  of ‘the {two other sailors, held
Serjeunt:Drooce (gagged, for he now threat-

encd: to be noisy. again),- Tom Packer, the
two marines,. Mrs, Belltott, and the vest of
the women and-children. We all got.on board
silently and-quickly, with a'fine moonlight
over our heads; and without accidents or de-

It was a’good half-hour before the time
wonld:come for the change of gnard: at the
prison; when the lashings whicli tied us to the
bank were cast off; and we floated away, 4
company. of free people, on the current of
an-unkriown river. L

. CHAPTER IIL
THE RABTS ON THE RIVER, :
W contrived tokeep afloat all that night,
and, the' stream running” strong with us, to
alide o long way down'the river. But,we
found ‘thie night to- be a-dangerous time for
such navigation, on account of the eddies and
rapids, and it was therefore settled next day

that-in future we would bring-to at sunset,

and encamp on' the shorve,  As we knew of
no boats that the Pirates possessed; up at the
Prison’in“the Woods, we settled always to
encamp on the opposite side of the stream,
5065 to have the breadsh of theriver between
our sleep and them. -Ouwr opinion was; that
if they ywers acquainted with. any near way
by land to-the mouth “of thig-xiver; they
would come up it in force, and re-takeus or
kill us; according as- they could’; but, that if
that was not the case, and if the river van by
none of their seeret stations, we might escape.
‘When I say we settled this or that; I do
not mean that we planned anything with any
confidence as to what might happen an hour
hence. So much had happened in-one niglt,
and such great changes had been violently
and suddenly made in the fortunes of many
among us, that we had gob better used to wi-
cexbainty, in a little while, than T dave say
most people do in the course of their lives.
The difficulties we soon got into, through the
off-settings -and point-currents of the strenm,
made the likelihood of our.being” drowned,
alone—to say nothing of our being retaken-—
as broad and plain ag the sun at noon-day to
all of wus. Bat, we all” worked hard at
managing the rafts, under the. direction of
the seamen (of ¢ur own skill, T thinkiwe

sebting); and we-also worked hard at making
good the defects in their first hasty construe-
tion—which the water soon foundout. ‘While
we humbly resigned ourselves to going down,
if it was the will of Our Father that was in
Heaven, we humbly made up our miods, that
we would all do the best that was.in us.
And so we held on, gliding with the stream.
It.drove us to this bank; and it drove us'to
that-bank, and it turned us, and whirled us;
but yet it carvried us.on.. Sometimes: much
too slowly, sometimes much too fast, bub yet
it carried us on, : R
My little deaf and dumb boy: slumbered
3 good deal now, and’ that was the case
with all ‘the children,; They coused very
little trouble to any one.  They seemed, in
my eyes; to-get more like one another, not
only “in quiet’ manner; but in" the face, too,

lays of any kind. L

"Phe motion of the raft was usually so much

never could have prevented them from: over."

lnboured at navigating the rafts, the more he
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the ?Eﬁ the scene was usually so.much the [in that blessed night 1 [
3 IS0 3 -cap; on-a-log of
same, the sound of the: soft wash and ripple [ outside the hut or oavm%“ﬁuoz our e%? émo%m

]

of the water was usually so mueh the same; ‘would have rather resembled a fortune-teller
that they were made drowsy, as.they might [in one of the picture-books that used: to bs
have been by the constant playing of one !in the shop windows in my boyhood except
tune, Even on the grownpeople, whoworked | for her stateliness. ‘But, Lord Ewmw,ﬁw% heart,

hard and felt anxiety, the same things pro-|the dignity with which she sat a
duced something of ‘the. same effect. . Hvery | with her head in that  bundle of 't

moped,
TS wae

day was'solike the other,that Tsoon lost count {like nothing else in. the world ! She b
of the days, myself, and had to ask Miss|on speaking terms with more .ﬁrpmﬂ,mwwm:mw

Maryon, for-instance, whether this was the

the -ladies. - Some’ of them had, what she

third or fourth - Miss Maryon had a pocket- | called, #taken precedence ” of her—i i

boolc: and “pencil, and. she kept the log ; that|into, oront cmwga miserable little wmmm_wﬂm__w,m
is to say, she entered up a.clear little journal jand others-had not ealled to pay - their.ve-
of the time, and.of the distances:our seamen | spects, or something of that kind;" So, there

thought we had made, each night:

So, a8 I say, we kept.aflont and. glided on,
All day:long, and every. day, the water, and
the woods, and sky ; all day long, and every
day, the constant watching of both.sides of
the river, and far a-head at every bold turn
and sweep it made, for any signs of Pirate-
boats, or Pirate-dwellings, = So, as I say, we
kept afloat and glided on, . The days melting
themselves together to that degree, that I
could- hardly believe my cars when I asked
“How many, now, Miss 27 and she answered,
“Beven.”

To: be  sure, poor -Mr. Pordage had, by
about now; got his- Diplomatic coat into such
o state as never was seen.. What with the
mud of -the river, what with:the water.of the
viver, what'with the'sun, and the dews, and
the tearing boughs, and the thickets, it hung
about him: in discoloured shreds like a mop.
The sun had touched him.a bit, Fe. had
taken to always polishing. one. partieular
button, which just “held on to-his left wrist,
and to always calling for stationery. I sup-
pose that man called for pens, ink, and paper,
tape; and sealing-wax, upwards of one thon-
sand. times in four and twenty hours, He
had anidea that we should never get out of
that river unless we were written out of it
in & formal Memorandum ; and the more we

ordered usnot totouch them at-our peril; and
the more he sab and roared for stationery,?

o Mrs. Pordage, similarly, persisted in wear-
ing her night-eap. I doubt if any one but
gurselves - who had. seen the progress of that
article of dress, conld by this time Lave. told
what:{t was-meant for.. It had got' so limp
and ragged that she conlduw't see” out .of her
eyes for it It was: so-divty, that whether it
was’ vegetable matter out of a swamp, or
weeds out of ‘the river,-or-an old porter’s-
knot from England, I don’t think any new
spectator could have said, . Yet, this unfor-
tunate old woman had a notion’ that it. was
not only vastly genteel, but that it was the
correct thing as to propriely. And she veally
did carry herself overithe ‘other ladies who
bad nonight-caps,.and who were forced to tie
up.their hair how they could, in a superior
manner-that was perfectly amazing.

she sat, in her own state and ceremony, while
her husband sat on: the same log ov%aocm_
ordering us oneand all: to: let.the raft go. to
the bottom; and to.bring him stationery.

45:.8 with this noise on' the: part' of Mr.
Commissioner; Pordage, and what with the
cries of Serjeant Drooce on the rafi astern
(which - were sometimes more than Tom
Packer could silence), we often'made our slow
way down the river, anything but quietly.
Yet, that it was of great importance that no
ears should be able to hear us from the woods
on the banks, conld not-be doubted, We
were looked for, to a certainty, and we might
be retaken at any moment, "It was an anx-
%sm time ; it was, indeed, indeed, an anxious
ime. s

On the seventh night:of our voyage on the
rafts, we made-fast, as nsual; on the opposite
side. of the river to that from-whieh. we ~had
started, in'as dark a place a3 we :conld pick
out. - Qur little encampment was soon made,
and supper was eaten,  and the children fell
asleep. The watch was set, and everything
made.orderly for the night. :Such a.starlioht
night, with such blue in the. sky,-and such
black in . the places -of heavy shade on the
banks of the great stream !
Those two ladies, Miss Maryon and Mrs,
Fisher, wpa;&spw‘m kept near me since the
night of the attack. . Mr. Fisher, who was un-
tiring in the work of ourraft, had'said tome:
“My dear little childless wife has grown so
attachedtoyou, Davis;and youaresuch agentle
fellow, as well as such a determined one ;"
our ‘party had adopted that last expression
from the one-eyed English- pirate, and T ve-
peat what Mr. Fisher said, only because he
said. 16 € that it takes.a load off my mind
to leave her in your charge,”
I said fo him: “Your lady is infar Letter
charge than mine; ‘sir, having Miss. Maryon
to take care.of her ;-but, you may rely upon
Mp that T will guardthem ‘both—faithful and
rue. : :
Sayshe ; “I'do rely upon it, Davis, and T
heartily:wish allthe silver onour old Islaud
was yours,’ : :
That seventh- starlight' night, as.T have
said, we made onr eamp, and:gob-our supper,
and: geb our. watell, and " the children -fell

i, L don't know what she looked like, sitting

asleep. - It -was solemm and wnpsa?_ inthose
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.ﬁ.wE and solitary parts, to see them,- every
night before they Ixy-down, kneeling under

the bright sky, saying their little prayers ab|.

women’s: laps.. . At that time we men all
uncovered, and mostly kept-at a- distance.
‘When the. innocent creatures rose up, we
mwmured 4 Amen!” -all together, = For,
though we had not. heard what they said, we
knew it must be good for us,

At that - time, too, -8 was only natural,
‘those: poor. mothers: in- our  company-whose
children-had been. killed, shed many tears,
I thought the sight seemed to console: them
while, it.made them cry ; but; whether I was
right or wrongin that, they wept very much.
On this seventh night, Mrs. Fisher had cried
for her -lost darling ‘until she cried herself
asleep. . She was lying-on a.little eouch.of
leaves and guch-like (I made the hest little
couch- I-.could, for them. every night), and
Miss: Maryon had covered her; and sat by
her,-holding her hand: The stars’ looked
down upon them.. As for me, I gnarded-thef,

“Pavis !t says Miss Maryon, A.MQE ‘not
going to say what & voice she had,. -Iconldn’t
if T-tried.) ) e :

“7T.am here, Miss.” :

% The river sounds as if it were swollen
to-night.” ;

“We.all think; Miss, that we . are. coming
nearthe gea” ;

“Do you believe, now, we shall escape

“1 do now, Miss, veally believe it.” I had
always said I did; but, I had in my own
mind-been doubtful.” :

« How-glad you will be, my good Davis, to
see England again 1"

I have another confession. to -make that
will appear singular, ‘When she. said these
words; something rose in 1y throat ; and the
stars I'locked away at, seemed to break into
sparkles-that fell down my face.and burnt it

% England-is not much to me; Miss, except
ag'ainame,’”

“Oht 8o true an- Englishman: should
not say - that l-=—Are you- ot well to-night,
Davis?? Very kindly, and withaquick change:

“Quite ~well, Miss.”

“Are you sure? - Your:voice: sounds al-
tered in my-hearing.”

% No; Miss, I'am a stronger man than ever:
But, England is nothing to me.”

Miss Maryon‘sab silent for so-long a while,
that I believed.-she had done-speaking to-me
for one time, - However, she had mot; for
by and by she said in & distinet; clear:tone ;

#No, good friend y youw must not - suy; that
Englandis nothing to you,  Itis to be much to
you; yel-—everything to you. You have to
take “hack:to England the good name-you
have earned here; aud-the. gratitude and at-
tachment and: respect you have wou here;
and you have to-make some good English
girlvery happy and proud, by marrying her
and I'shall one day sec her; T hope; and make
her happier and prouder still, by telling her

South.Ameriea, and what a noble friend he
was to.me there.” : .
Though: shé-spoke- these kind words in a
cheering: mauner, she spoke them compas-
sionately. " T'said nothing. Tt will appear to
be- another strange confession, that 1 paced
to and fvo, within call, all that night, a most
unhappy: man- reproaching - myself all the
night - long. -4 You are as ignorant as any
man alive 3 you are as-obscure as any man
alive; you are as poor as-any man alive; you
are no better than the mud under your foot.”
That:was the way in which I went on.against
myself until the morning,

‘With:-the day, came -the day’s Jabour.
‘What I should bave done without the labour,
Idon’t know. ‘We were afloat again-ab-the
usual houy, and were again making our way
down the river. " It was broader, and clearer
of obstructions than it had been, and it seemed
to:flow-faster, - This was one of Drooce’s
quiet.days ; Mr. Pordage, besides: being
sulky, ‘had: almost Jost his voiee; and we
made good way, and with little noise.

There was always 5 seamian forward on
the raft, keeping a bright look-out.- Sud-
denly; in the full:heat of the day, when the
children were slumbering, and the very trecs
and reeds appeared-to be-slumbering, -this
man——it was Short—mholds up his hand; and
eries with great caution: X

“ Avast! Voices ahead !

We held on against the stream as soon as
we could bring her up; and the’ othex raft
followed suit, At first, Mr:. Macey, My
Yisher, and myself; could “hear nothing';
though both the seamen aboard of us-agreed
that they could hear voiees and oars. ‘After
a little pause, however, we united in thinking
that we could hear the sound of volees, and
thedip of cars. But, you can hear a long way
in: those-countries, and there was. a beund of
the-river ‘before us, and nothing was to he
seen’ except such waters and: such banks as
we were now in the eighth day’ (and might,
for the matter of ourfeelings; have beenin the
eightieth), of having seen with anxious eyes.

Itwas soon: decided “to-put a man ‘ashore
who should ereep through the wood, see what
was.conding, and warn the rafts, The rafts
in the meantime to keep the middle of the
stream.  The man to be put ashore, and not
to swim ashore, as the first thing could be
more quickly done than the second.” ‘The yaft

and:$o hold on nlong with the other, as well
ag.it conld, until signalled by the man. In
caze of danger; the man to shilt for himself
until it should be safe-fo-take him aboard
again: - I volunteered to be the man.

Weknew that the voicesand oars musteome
up slowly against the stream ; and our seamen
lknew, by the set of the stream, under which
bank they would come, I"ivas:put ashore
accordingly.  The raft gobt. off well, and T
broke into the wood. :

what: noble. services her  husband’s were in

Steaming hot it was, and a tearing place fo-

conveying him, to get back into mid-stream,
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geb throngh. So much the -better for. me,
since it was something fo contend auainstand
do.: I cut off the bend in the river, ata great
saving: of ‘space,: eame to- the  water’s: edie
again, and hid myself, and waited:" T could
now hear the dipof the cars very distinetly;
the voices had ceased, i

©The sound carie.on in a regular bune, and

-85 Llay hidden, T fancied the tune so- played

to be, # Chris’en—George—King | Chris'en——
George—King ! Chris’en—George—King1”
over and over again; always the same, with the
‘patises always ab the same places: I had like-
“wise time to make up 1wy mind that if these
were the Pirates, T could and would (barring
1y being shot), swim off to. my vift; in spite
of 'my wound, the moment I had: given
the alavm, and hold my old post by Misa
Maryon,- R A
¢ Chrig'en— George =« King | * Chris’en =
George—XKing ! Chris’en—George—NRing 17
coming up, now, very near. |
-1 took a look ab the branches about me,
to see whiere a shower of ‘bullets wounld be
most likely to-do - me- least: hurty and I

- took ‘a look ‘back at the track T had made

in foreing my way in; and now I was
wholly prepared and fully ready for them,

4 Chrigen— George ~= King ! Chrise’n =
CGeorge—King ¢ Chrig'en—(corge-~King 1"
Here they were !0 0" L

Who were they? The barbarous Pirates,
scum of all nations, headed by such men as the
hideous little Portuguesemonkey, and the one-
eyed Lnglish conviet with the gash across his
face, that ought to have gashed his ‘wicked
head: off 7 The “worst’ men in -the ‘world
picked ‘out from thie worst, o do the criel-
Iest " and “most ‘atrocious  deeds  that ever
stained it 7. The howling; murdering, black:
flag waving, ‘mad, and drunken’ erowd  of
devils that had overcome’ us by ‘numbers

-and bytreachery'? ‘No. ‘These were English

men in English boats—good blue-jackets and
red-conts=—marines that I knew myself; and

“gnilors that knew our seamen? At the Lislm

of the fivat-boat, Captain Carton; eager - and
stendy. - At the helm of the second boat;
Captain Maryon, brave and bold At the
helm of the third boat, an old seaman, with
determination’ carved into lils watehful face,
like the figure-head of a ship, Every man
doubly. and trebly avmed from head to foot,
Every manlying-to at his-work, with a will
shat had all his heart and ‘soul i it. Every
man looking out- for any tidce-of friend of
enemy, and burning to he the fivst to'do good;
or avenge evil, - Every man'with his fuce "on
fire when' he saw: ms, Lis countrynian who
had Been taken prisoner; and hailed me with
a cheer; as Cuptain: Carfon’s bont ran in and
ook me on board, s :

- Lreported, A1l escaped, sir I All well;
all safe, all here 17 - : g
God bless me-—and God bless them-=what
a cheer ! Tt turned” me weak, a8’ I was

the boat::évery hand patting me or grasping
me in soms way or-ofhet, in the moment of
my going by, ;

“Hold up, my brave fellow,” says Captain
Carton, clapping me on the shoulder like a,
Triend; and” giving me g flask. % Put your
lips to that, and they'll be ved again,  Now,
boys; give way I i S

The banks flew by us, as if the mightiest
stream that ever ran ‘was with us; “andiso
itowvas, Toam sure, meaning the stream: of
those“men’s ardour and spivit. The’ banks
flew by us, -and-we'came in sight of ‘the rafts
~the ‘banks flew by us, and we came along-
side of the rafts—the banks stopped ;- and
there was o’ tumult of laugliing and erying
and kissing and shaking of hands; and catchin g
up of children and setting of them down again,
anda wild huiry of %scw&sgmmm andjoy that
melted'every oneand softened all henrts,

I had taken notice, in- Captain - Carton’s
boat, that there was a curious and quite new
sortof fitting on board. - It was a-kind of a
little bower made of flowers; and:it was set
up behind, the- captain, and betwixt him and
the rudder, " Not only was this arbor, so-to
call it, neally made of flowers, but it was
ornamented in & singular'way, Some of the
men: had. taken the ribbons and buckles off
their hats, and hung themamong the flowers ;
others, had ‘made’ festoons’ and” streamers of
their ‘handkerchiefs; .and hung' theni there;
others, had-intermixed such trifles ag bits of
glass: and’ shining fragments of lockets and
tobaceo-boxes; with the flowers ;80 that alto-
getherit wasa very bright and lively object in
the’ sunshine.  But, why there, ox “what -for,
I did not understand. S

Now, as soon as the fivstbewilderment was
over; Captain Carton gave the order to-land
for the present. - But, this boat of: his; with
twohands"left" in her, immediately put.off
again when the men were out-of lier; and
kept off; some yards from the shore.  As she
floated ‘there, “with the two hands gently
backing water to‘keep liey from going down
the siream, this pretty little arbor attracted
many eyes, None of the boat’s crew, however,
had anything to say about, it;" except that it
was the captain's-funey,

The captain, with the women and childven
clustering yound him, and the men of all
ranks grouped outside them, aud all listening,
stood telling how the Fxpedition; deceived by
its ‘bad  intelligence, hind chased ‘the light
Pirate. boats all that-fatal night, and had
still followed in: their wake next day, and
had never sugpested until-many hours teo
late that the great Pirate body had drawn off
in the darkness wlien the chuce began;: and
shot over to the Island, - He: stood telling
how the” Bxpedition; supposing . the whole
array of armed bouts to be:ahead of ity got
tempted:-into. shallows: and went agvound ;
hut, ot withont having its revenge updn-thé
two decoy-hoats, hoth- of svhich’ it had eome

passed on from hand to ‘hand to the stern of

up with; ‘overland, and sent to. the bottom
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with all on board. - He stood telling how the
Expedition, fearing then  that the case stood
ag it did, got afloat agnin, by greab exertion,
after the Toss of four more tides, and returned
to the Tsland, where they found the sloop
geuttled and fhe. treasure gone. . He. stood
-telling how:my" officer, Lieutenant Linder-
wood, was left- upon the “Island; with ‘as
strong a force a3 conld be got together hur-

riedly from the mainland; and how the three |

boata we saw before us were manned and
armed and had:come’ away, exploring. the
coast and- inlets;-in search of any tidings of
us. He stood telling all ‘this, with his face
to the river; and;as Te stood ‘telling it the
little-arhor of flowers floated in the sunshine
hefore all the faces there. .

Leaning - on " Captain Carton's shoulder,
between him' and Miss Maryon, was Mrs,
TFisher, her head drooping on her arm. She
asked him, without raising. it, when he bad
told 'so much; whether Le had found her
mother? e :

«Be comforted ! She lies,” snid.the Cap-
tain, gently, “ under the cocoa-nut: trees on
the beach.” e : cl

« And my;child, Captain. Carton, did: you
find ‘my child, too? Does my darling rest
with my mother #7000 o .

“No, - Your pretty child. sleeps,” said the
Captain; “under a shade of flowers.”

‘His voice shook’; but, there.-was something
in it that struck all the hearers, . Af that
inoment; there sprung from ' the arbor inhis
boat; ‘a little creature,- clapping her hands
and “stretehing oub her’ arms, and:erying,
“ Dear papa ! Dear: mammal E am. not
killed: T am saved. I am -coming to kiss
you. Take me-to them, take-me to.them,
good, kind'sailors ! ? D
- Nobody who saw that scene. has.ever for
gotten: it, T am' sure, or ever will forget it
The child had keptquite'still; where-hier brave
grandmama had put lier (first- whispering in
her’ ear, “ Whatever happens. to- me, do not
stir; ‘my - dear!”), and had remained - quiet
antil the fort was deserted; she-had then
creptoub of ‘the trench; and :gone into. her
mother’s  house:; “and “there, alone. on the

solitary: Island; in- her 'mother’s.room, and |

asleep ofi 'her mother’s bed, the Captain' had
found her, - Nothing could induce hei to.be
parted from lim: after he-took ‘her up in his
arms, and- he had brought - her away with
him; and'the men had made the bower for
hey, To see those men now; was a sight,
The joy of the women was. beausiful; the
joy. of ‘those women who' had lost their own
children, was-quite sacred and: divine; but,
the ecstasies of Captain Carton’s boatb’s crew,
when their: pet was restoved fo her parents,
wers ‘wonderful for  the -tenderness -they
showed in the midst of roughness, ~Asthe
Captain stood with the child in his'arms; and
the - child’s own little: arms- now - clinging
round hig neck; now round her father’s, ‘now

pressedup fo kiss her, the boat’s evew shook
hands with one anothey, waved their hatsover
their heads; langhed, sang, eried, danced—and
all ‘among themselves, without  wanting to
interfere with anybody-—in a manner never
toberepresented. Af last; Tsaw the coxswain
and another, two very hard-faced men with
grizzled heads who had been' the heartiest of
the ‘hearty all along, close with. one another;
get ‘each of them:the other’s head under his
arm, and pummel awayab it with his fist-as
hard as lie could, in his excess of joy. :
When e had well rested and refreshed
ourtelves——and very glad we were to have
some of the heartening -things to eat and
drink that had come up.in the boats—iwe
recommenced our. voyage down the river:
vafts, and bosts, and all. T said to miyself, it
was a very different kind of voyage now, from
what it had been; and T fell into iy proper
place and station among my fellow-soldiers,
But, when we halted for the night, found
that: Miss Maryon had spolen ‘to Captain
Carton coneerning * me,  For, the .Captain
‘came shraight up _to.me, and says:he, “My.

body-guard all along, and you shall remain
50. Nobody shall supersede you in the dis-
tinction and pleasure ~of ~protecting. ‘that
young- lady.” “I-thanked his honor-in the
fittest words I:conld find, ‘and ’that - night
I was placed on my old post of watching the
place where she slept. More than oncein the
night, T saw Captain Carton come out into.the
nir, and stroll.about there, to seq that all was
well, I havenow this othersingular confession
to make, that T saw Lim with a heavy heart:
Yes; Isaw him with a heavy,heavy heart,

In the:day-time, I had the like post in
Captain, Carton’s _boat,” I had 'a special

no hands bub hers ever tonched my wound.

but, no other hands have ever touched it))
Mz, Pordage was kept- tolerably quiet now,
with pen and ink, and. began to. pick up his
sonses a little, Seated in the second boat, he
made documents witl My, Kitten; pretty weil

test nbout something: whenever we. stopped..

these papers - that it grew into a. saying
among the nien, when one of them wanted a
mateh for hispipe, * Hand us over a Protest,
Jack!”  As to Mrs. Pordage, sho still wore
‘the nighteap, and she now had cut all the
ladies “on . necount of her not having been
formally and - separately. reseued by Cuptainn

‘Pordage, to-bring to an end all. T know aboub
him, was, that Le gob grent compliments nf
home: for his' conduct on these trying: ogea-
sions, and that he died. of yellow jaundice, 2
Governor and a K.CB. o

Serjeant Drooce-had fallen. from a high
fever into, & low one, - Tom Packer—the only

‘yound her mother’s, now round some one who

man: who . could “have pulled the SBerjeant

brave fellow, you have been Miss Maryon's.

station of my own, behind Miss-Maryon, and ",

(It has been healed- thése many long years;

all.day ; and he generally handed in a Pro-

The Captain, howeyer, made.so very light of

Cavton before anybody else. "The end of M.

- should see her gazetted

“me; and said :
<of slugg,
. good she ig?

“fhere it had lain ab the Cnptain’s feet, con-

< -early’; but; thereiwas no cool air on the sea

owere women and -children fo-bear it ‘Now,

- caution’s: sake, not’to. stray; and to keep

* sleeping:

“daughter on his knee, Ffe and the two ladies

~softly under such indole
ipartl
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fhirough ib—lept hospital asboard the’ old
raft, and Mis. Belltott, as brisk as ever again
(but - the spirit of that little woman, when
things tried it, was not equal to appearances),
was head-nirse under his directions. - Before
we gob down' to the Mosquito coast, the joke
had been made by one of our men, thai we
Mrs. Tom Packer,

~wice Belltott exchianged, :

When wa reached the' coast, we "gob
nabive boats as substitnbes for the rafts;
and we rowed along under the land;
and in that beautiful’ climate,“and upon
that beautifol “water; the blooming - days
were like enchiantment. = Al They were
ruiining away, faster than any sea’or river,
and there was no tide to bring them back.
‘We were coming very near the settlement
where the people of Silver-Store were: 10 be
left; and from which wé Marines were under
orders to return to Bolize: S

~Captain Carton had, in the boat by him, a
curious long-barreled’ Spanish- gun, and ‘he
:had said to Miss Maryon oue day that it was
the best of ‘gins, and had turned his head to

“ il ;Uw&ngm her fiesh with p,,aoé,m

gainst a chance of showing how

30, T had discharged the gun over tha sea,
and had: loaded her; according to orders, and

ﬁu,»on& o the Caplain’s hand.

The' last day but one of our journey was.
an uncommonly hot day. . We started very
ag'the'day got on, and: by noon the heat was
really ‘hard to- bear, “considering that there

-we ‘happened to open; just at’ that time; a
“pleasant little cove or bay; where there
was o deep shade -from a greabt growth of
trees. - Now, the Captain; therefore, made
the signal to the other hoats to follow him in’

and lie:by a'while,
The menwho were off duty went ashore,
and: lny- down, bub were ordered, fon

within ‘view, . The others resbed on' their
oars, and dozed.” Awnings had ‘been made
of ‘one thing and-another, in all the boats
and the passengers found it cooler t6 be
undex them in the shade; when there was
room enough, than to be in the thick: woods,
So, the passengers were all afloat, and mostly
: I kept my’ post behind Misg
Maryon, and she was on Captain Carton’s
ight in the boat, and Mrs, Fisher sab on her
right again,” The . Captain had Mrs. Fisher's

were talking about tho Pirates, and were talk-
ing softly: partly, ¢ people - do tulle
ircumstances, and

wmmmms.. fonn - :
T think T have before given it out for: my

afine bright eye of his own. All at once,
he darted me a side look, as miuch as. t0
say, “Steady—don’t take on—T sce some-
Shing 1”-—and gave the child into her mother’s
arms. ‘That eye of hiswas S0 easy to undei=
stand, that I obeyed it by not so much.as
looking either'to the right or'to the left out
of a corner of my.own, or changing my atti-
tude the least tritle, The Captain went on
talking in the same mild and ‘easy way'; but
qumu....,é th hiz arms vesting across his knees,
and his head a little hanging. forward, as if
the heat were rather too much for him-=he-.
gan to play with the Spanish gan,

¢ Thiey had laid their plans, "you see,” says
the “Captain, “taking up: the” Spanish gun
across‘his kuees, and looking, lazily, at the
inlaying on the stock, @ with a great deal of
ark; ».u.m the corrapt or: blundering Joeal
authorities were so easily deceived 3 he ran
his left hand idly along the barrel, “but I
siw, with my ‘breath held, that he covered
the action of cocking the gun with his right
=50 easily deceived, that they summoned
118 oub'to come into the trap,  But my inten-
tion agto future operations—=" Inaflash the
Spanish gun wasat his bright eye, and ie fived.
~Allstarted up; innumerable. echoes e~
moﬂmm the sound.of the discharge ; a cloud of
Joright-colored birds flew out of the woods
screaming s a handful of leaves were scat-
tered in‘the place where the shot had strucl
a crackling of branches was heard ; and sorne
lithe but heavy. ereature sprang into the sir,
gm.m.oz forward, head down, over the muddy
S What {5162 erles Captain Maryon from
his boat. = All silent sﬂmwu bug %w echoes
rolling away. B e .
o %1t s a Traitor and a Spy, said- Captain
m@ios, handing'me. the: guu. to load again:

And I'think the other name of ‘the  animal

o

1 Christian George King 17/ :

Shot through the heart. - Some of the
people ran round to-the spot, and. drew him
onk, with the shime and- web trickling- down
his face ; but; his face itself would never stir
‘any more to the end of time, S

“Teave him hanging to that tree,” cried
Captain Carton ; his boat’s crew giving way,
and wa, leaping ashore, % Bub first into this
wood, every man in his place, d - hoats !
Out &m@wgix Tt 2 o
It was a guick change; well meant and
well made; though it ended in disappointment,
No Pirates were there ; no one but the Spy
was found, Tt wwas supposed that the Pirates,
uable to retake us, and expecting. a: magm
attack upon them, to be tlie consequence of
onr escape, had made from' the ruinsin the
Forest, taken to their ship along with the
Treasure, and left ‘the ‘Spy to pickup what
intelligence he:could,. . "In tha evening we

v wnog%mga little eir] had gone. off|went away, and he was lefi hangine to the

tree, all alone, with the red sun making
kind of & %m@.»mznmmgw his. black ?omw. gt

Lady to write down, that Captain Caxrton had

. Next day, we gained the settlement on the




ave adde

) on 1] d here that the Pirate
efresh, seven days, { #m,EoébV‘g,,‘m&wma@,,E,N?GHﬁ 1to
Theen miueh commended, and highly e T 1 dieing s
lien of, and .m%gm%oi&u&&5@%3.%@ attacked by one o :
stood nnder orders to march from the Town- crnisers, among the West
(it was neither much of ‘a town nor ‘beingso swiftly boarded
¢ 2 gate), ab five in the morning. - ody cted anything
My officer had joined s before ‘then. [ until three fourths of thie Pirat
When we. turnec " oub at he gate; all the | nd the other fourth were in irons, ax
' people were theve s in the front of them all: ¢ was recovered + T come ‘to the last
“who hiad been ont: fellow-prisoners, and oufession T have got tomake, .
1 nen. ool L Thisthis, Twell knew what an immense
% Davis? says  Lieutenant Linderwood. faid ‘hopeless distance there was between me
eStand out, my feiend 1200 nd Miss Margon; Twell knew thab T wasno
T stood  out from the aanks, and Miss| £ ercompany forher thanTiwag forthe angels:
Maryon and Captain Cartor caine up to me. { Lwell knew ‘that she was as high above my
. ®Dear Davis,? says Miss Maryon, while | Tench as theaky overmyhead ;and yebTloved
_thie tears fell fast down her face, Syourl: _ What pob it in my low heart to be so
grateful friends,in. most unwillingly taking |.daring, or ‘whether such a thing ever hap-.
Jeave of you, ask the fayour that, while you | pened before or since,as that o man:go unin.
bear away with you their affectionate vemom- | 8tructed. and: obscure, as myself: got his
“hrance Which rothing ean ever impair,you unhappy thotights lifted up to such a height,
" will also take this purse of money—far more while' knowingsvery well how p ssmphons:
“valnable: to you, we all know, for. the deep | and impossible to be realised they were; 1
wttachment and ‘thankfulness with which igis{ unable to sy ; still, the suffering to me w
*6ffered, than for.its own contents, though we just as grent as if Thind been & gentleman.
- ose may prove useful to you,too,in Tsaffered acony—agony. Lsunfféredhard, and
fherlife T s 27U suffered:long, T thought of her last words
L got. outy in aﬁéﬂ«&vﬁ T thavkfully | to me, howev v, and-Tnever disgraced them.
aceepted the attachmont and affection, but {If it had not been for those dear words, T
Jotthemoney,  Captain Cartonlooked ab rae think I should have lost ‘miyself dnodespair
* very attentively,and stepped back, andmoved andpecklessness,. oo
T made him my bow as-He stepped] "Phe rivg will befound lying onmyheart, of
ba thank him for being so delicate. course; and will be laid with me svhevever I
: - “No, ‘miss;)” said I, 41 think it would [am laidi: T am getting on i JEAIS TOW,
- Dbreak miy heart to accept of ‘money.  Bub,dif though Iam able'and hearty. T was recon-

: ' you could condescend to.give to a.man 8o ig- Emumv&, for. promotion, and. everybhing was.
norantand common asmyself; any little thing: done to reward:me that-could be: done ; but;
¥ s have worli—sach as a-bitiof on— "Iy total swant-of all learning stood:in my
' She took aving from herfinger, nd put it way, and Ifound myself so complebely out of

. in my hand. - And: she ] i |the road to it that T conld not conquer dny

she said thesewords & - Jearning, though Ltried. T was long in the

“The brave gentlemen of old—but nof crvice, and I respecled: it, andw vespected

of them was braver, or had a nobler natare [in it and the serv) ‘deay to me atithig
than you-—took such gitts from ladies, and present hour. . Connd
did all their good nckions for the oiverd sakes. | Af fhis present Liour, when L give this oub

- I you will do yours. for mine, T shall think {to my Tady:to be ‘written down, all my old

1 wikh pride that 'L continue have some share | pain hins softened away, and Tam-ns happy
ho life of & gallant and gencrous man)! a8 man can be, ab hig- present fine old
* Wor the second time in ‘my life, she kissed country-house of Admiral SirGeorge Carton,

ny hand. T madeso bold; for the first tine, | baronet, Tt was my Lady Carbon who Herself

s to kids herss and T tied the xing ab my [songht me out, over-a grea niany wmiles of

" hrenst, and I fell back tomyplace. =~ - the wide woyld, and found me in Hospital
- Then, thehorselifter wentontab the Isvounded, and ‘brought me he fis my
with: Serjeant Drooge in it and the. hors Cirton who writes down my words,
Titter went oub at the gate with Mrs, Belltott ady was Miss Maryon, - And viow, that’

: it s and Lieutenant Linderwood ga ; nolude what T-had to tell, T ses my Tady's
vor : wand, “Quick mareh ! .| honored grey hair droop over her f ce, ag she

ied for,:we went: oub ‘of the [Teans a little Tower ab her desk ;and T fer

ing- along the: level pliin tly thank her for being o as I
ifwel were { towards the past pain and trouble

Lo - old, faithtul, hunble soldier,

THE END OF THE CHRISTNAS NUMBER T
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