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ADVENTURES OF A ROBINSON CRUSQE.

WRITTEN BY 1TSELF,

TO THE EDITORS OF TIE YOUNG GLNTLIMAN'S AND
LADY'S MAGAZIWE.

WI—IERE mjury has been received, it is natural
1o complain; where infult has been given, the moft
liberal feel indignation, even fhould their principles
keep them from revenge.  Though I acquit you of
an mtentional wrong, you liave been the fatal canfe
of nty ruing and as I am drawing near the clofe of
my exiftence, I hope you will, by way of retribu-
tion, lend a few pages to perpetoate niy name. Che
love of pofthumous reputation is univerfally allowed
W altuate authors; and why thould it have no efle&
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on books? T have been of fome utility in mv du,
and have enjoyed as much fuvour from the pubic
as your Magazine can ever hope to obtam, thoudl
its novelty has now fupplanted me, and led to the
erifis which 1s the caule of my troubling vou with
this.

Tt is well known T was originally the folter fon of
De Foe, who fiole me from Alexander Sclkirk, and
fathioned and new-modelled me with fo much (il
that it was impodlible my real father could clair me
as his own. I have had fons and grandfons witheu
end, and without number; but T have realon w
think that T am one of the ancient flock, or at hat
not one of the puny breed that is daily produced w
amufe little boys and girls who love reading bewer
than a fixpenny picee, which all good children ought
to do.

My front, till a recent misfortune, was adornud
with the real Robinfon Crufoe, crowned with hus
fur cap, and armed with his gun.  His man Friduy
and {ome goats frifking round, heightened the
group; and often has this been more admired thav
all the curious cireumftances that are erewded o
my hiflory. 1 was clothed in a mofl clegant qn.d
fubftantial manner, in what might be called a 1nili-
tary drefs; for it was red laced with gold.

As 1 lay many yearsago on a bookfeller’s counter,
along with feveral of iny brethren, a lady, feadine
a little girl by the hand, entered the (hop, and n_ﬁwB
if T were fold there.  Being anfwered in the allm-
ative, T was fhown with the reft, and Mils, on &
comnt of my gay drefs, preferred mie.  She was ol
the only young lady that has been captivated with
fearlet and gold!
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Being carried home, {he was for fome time fo
fond of me, that fhe was conftantly tumbling over
my leaves by day, and cven took me to bed with
her at night.  She was quickly miftrefs of my ftory ;
and 1 have the happinefs to refle&, that no one who
has read me has cver been the worle for it.  Let
other romances {ay as much if they: dare! From me
fhe Jearned a dutiful regard for the advice of parents,
refignation to the difpenfations of Providence, pity
for misfortunc, and hope amidft every ill.

By degrees, however, I beeame miore efiranged
from my young mifirels, or rather the from me. [
was fometimes left in the parlour-window, fometimes
put into the bookeale; and at laft T was fo little
noticed, that for months and ycars together I lay
dormant in the drawer of a burcau.

Affe&ion, however, when once fincere and deep,
1s feldom wholly Joit. In procefs of time my mif-
trefs had a fon old cnongh to look at me.  He was
it hown my frontifpiece, which he vaftly admired.
His-mother took fome pains to explaint my hiftory
before he could read; and when he was capable of
this, he ufed to be indulged with me as a particular
favour, with cautions to ufe me well, and a promife
that, when he was more advanced in age, he thould
receive me as a prefent.

When he found his mamma in a good humour,
~ he frequently tried to prevail on her to part with
me; but the fill retained fome regard for me herfelf,
md thought the youngfter was yet incapable of
tking care of me. At laft the time arrived when
lie was to be fnt to a boarding-fchool.  Many tears
were fhed on the occafion; and 1 was offered up at
the fhrine of maternal love as a pledge of affeétion-
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ate remembrance. The youth was not a little {osthed
by this gift: he packed me wp in his box with
grammars, {pelling-books, and fuch fcholaftic ap-
paratus, and I was hurried to a confiderable dif.
tance from my former haunts. I muft confefs that
I anticipated misfortunes when I was torn from my
beloved miftrefs, and configned to the care of 3
giddy boy of ten; but it is bappy for us all, that we
are unable to pierce the vcil of ﬁ};turity, and there-
fore are capable of enjoying the prefeht with the
bigher relifh.

Hitherto my coat was not much the worfe for the
wear. The red was ndeed 2 little faded, and the
gold tarnifhed; a few wrinkles and fpots deformd
my fubftance; but filll T would have paffed for 2
middle-aged book, and among younger competitors
would not have appeared to much difadvantage.

For a few days the thoughts of home abforbed
the whole attention of my young mafter; and though
he occafionally vifited the box where T was lodg,
to fupply himfelf with flices of cake and fiveetmeats,
which his mother had liberally ftowed there, 1 only
caught a cafual glance, and lay fnng ameng the
litcrary lumber I have already mentioned. 1own
1 felt it fome degradation to be confined with fuch
dull companions; but no doubt they have their ul,
and may have fome important fervices to houdt o,
as well as myfelf. They certainly qualify childre
to read fuch books as myfelf to advantage, and
thuerefore they ought not to be defpifed.  Vani,
alas! has too much influcnce on men as well ®
their works. T have fince learned to fvmpatluz
with the objedts T then defpifed. The tie of ml-
fortane is fironger than that of happinefs. \“j het
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T refleé on the fhortnels of then duration, 1 have
reafon ‘to be thankful for the longevity that lns
fallen to my lot.

My little maller gradnally recovered his fpirits,
and contradted an acquaintance with his affociates
in the fchool.  Thar keifure hours were generally
pent'in play; but at mntervals they mutually ex-
hihited their flores of playthings and books o cach
other, and myv owner was not a little proud of e,
when he perceived how much fome of his {chool-
fllows admired me, and how folicitous they feemed
to read me. T was lent from one to another all
round the {cheol; and Robinfon Crufoe with his
fur cap-was a perfon of no fmall confidération in
their eyes.

The more I became a favourite, however, the
harder was my ufage. I was thumbed without
mercy, my leaves began to curf, my binding to
break, and when any little fracas arofe, I was fome-
times hurled with fuch vengeance at the head of the
offending party as to thake my very frame, and
threaten Tnftant diffolation. By good luck [ efcaped
pretty well. ¥ had been ufed till novelty was no
more; and was relurned to the box quictly to reff,
with diminifhed beauty Indeed, but {lill pérfeét m
alt my parts.

The holydays came on, and my mafter returncd:

home. After” the wfual greetings and falutations,
Huring which T was not of fufficient importance to
he thought of, my old miflrefs began 1o recolledt
we, and atked how 1 fared., T was produced, and
Linflantly perecived the was not well pleafid with
v appearance, ¢ Jackey,” [@id fhe, < vou bave
ben a bad mafter to poor Robinfon Crufoe,
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fuffcred lefs in my keeping for more than tweny
years,””  The vyoungfter hung down his Ll
threw the blame on his companions, and promifd
he would take better care of me in future.

My mifirefs would have been glad to recover me
out of his hands; but fhe was afraid to urge thi,
as he pretended to be valtly fond of me; and begud
to carry me back with him to fchool. It is caly
give up our own lighter prejudices or partialitics lo
thofe we really love: the fon was unwilling to pan
with me, and the mother was too fond to deny hin
this fatisfadtion.

My hiftory is now approaching to its conclufion,
Perhaps my readers will think it time; yet 1 havw
omitted numerous anecdotes, which fome writws
would have fwollen to importance, and made thum
appear as new, though told a thoufand times before,
I never dealt in very flimfy details, and therchue
will not now indulge in them, but haften to the
cataftrophe,

About two meonths after my mafler’s return to
fchool, his pocket-money being all fpent, and being
difappointed in expefted remittances from home,
he was driven to fome difficultics, when tempted
by the fight of {rit and tarts. He had borrowdd
of his {choolfellows till his credit was wholly gone;
and his defire for indulgence was only whetted by
the obftacles in the way of gratifying it.

Onc unpropitious day, the fruit-woman brought
a difh of baked apples, fmoking hot. Their deie
cious fumes 1 fuppofle got the Better of his reafn.
He ran and fetched me from my dormitory, and
atked how many apples fhe would ‘give him bt

Robinfon Crufoe? The mofi ignorant and illiul'r:lh‘
v
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have heard of my name; and the old woman fecing
! { was fiill in pretty good condition, offered him a
dogzen. ‘The bargain was inftantly flruck; and till
my late mafter had devoured his apples, he never
unce refle@ed how poor was his gratification, when
ko was fenfible it muft wound the feelings of a ten-
aer mother to part with me on fuch eafy terms, and
forfuch an ignobleend. The boy who can f{acrifice
his duty to his appetite will never make a thining
fiure; yet I learnt he was fenfible of his error when
it was too late to recover me—when my deftiny was
fealed for cver. ‘

The fruit-woman having amufed herfelf with me
two or three evenings, carried me to another {chool
talng with her ufual wares: now I muft obferve by the
by, that fhe ought to have been banithed from at-
tending at any {chool, for buying what ought not to
have been fold. A boy pulling out a fine new fhil-
ling to pay for a penny tart, fhe was fo charmed
with its appearance, that fhe withed to have the
whole, and made a tender of me and the tart, that
fhe might be miftrefs of the thining treafure. The
lad looked at me, and told her if the would throw
in another tart, it was a bargain. No more words
afled, and I was again in the hands of a fcholar.
As 1l fortune would have it, however, he had
igot one of my brothers in better plight than myfelf,
and only bought me on fpeeulation.  The firft num-
her of your Magazine appeared in the fchool.  No-
relty hag always charms; befides, he had a tafte for
Llouring, and the Mofs Rofe was irrefiftible.  He
had bought me for tenpence, and in order to be on
Thq par of exchange, he offered the boy who pof-
tid your work to aflift him in his tatk for a
month,
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month, befides giving'me up. Indolence is as hy
as appetite : to be affifted for 2 month was a temp.
ing propefal. The Young Gentleman’s and Ladys
Magazine was readily refigned on fuch conditions,
and I became the property of the moft careld's ang
flupid mafter that ever book ferved. T had airad;
gone through fo many revolutions, that I now begw
to look old : but in good hands T might ftill hae
been long ufeful. The firk evening I was tumed
gver with fome attention ; butmy polfeffor growing
feepy, dropt me as be was paffing through a lum.
ber-room to bed, and in the morning T was found
more than balf confumed by the rats : my poor ne
mains were gathered up,and I was fold to a chandie
fora penmy. -,

Such is my hiftory, and I fear it 1s fimilar 10
many of my kind. 1 had been bartered forapples,
fold for tenpence and two tarts; but it mortificdme
moft of all, probably becaufe the event has provad
{o fatal, that a little new flaunting pamphlet ina
French grey patent paper wrapper, tricked out with
pamted flowers, and compofed of more fubjects than
there are colours in the rainbow, however cnplivariz‘a%
they may be, thould be preferred to that old faithlu
furvant and long-eftablithed favourite of the public,

ROBINSON CRUSOE.

.

NUMERICAL AMUSEMENTS<

1. TI‘I IR 0ys in a fchoal having mifbebaved, and
it being vefolucd 1% are to be punifhed by wiy
of example, to placethem | ring, in fuch a mannx

thar any fifteemrmiay be faved witheutapparent partialily,
1 L he ar-
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