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P R E F A C E

THE fbllowing fheets are intended ta lay before

the publick the prefent ftate of a branch of
the Britith commerce, which, ever fince its exift-

ence, has been held in deteftation by all good men,
but at this time more particularly engages the at-

tention of the natiory and is become the objelt of
general reprobation.

Leaving to abler pens to expatiate more at large
on the injuftice and inhumanity of the Slave Tradr,
1 fhall content myfelf with giving {ome account of
the hardhips which the unhappy objedls of it un-
derso, and the cruelties they {uffer; from the period
of their being reduced to a ftate of {lavery, to their
being difpofed of in the Weft India iflands ; where,
I fear, their grievances find little alleviation. At
the fame time, I fhall treae of a {ubjedt, which ap-
pears not to have been attended to in the manner

its importance requires; that is, the {ufferings and
lofs of the feamen employed in this trade; which,
from the intemperature of the climate, the incon-
veniencies they iabour under during the voyage, and

A2 the
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the feverity of moft of the commanders, occafion
the deftruction of great numbers annually,

And this I fha!! endeavour to do by the recital
of a number of falts which have fallen under my
own immediate obfervation, or the knowledaxe of
which I have obtained from perfons on whofe vera-

city I can depend.

And happy fhall I efteem myfelf, if an experi-
ence obtained by a feries of inquiries and ohferva-
tions, made during feveral voyages to the coaft of
Africa, fhall enable me to render any fervice to a
caufe, which is become the caufe of every perfon of
humanity.

Before I proceed to the methods of obtzining the
flaves, and their fubfequent treatment, the treat-
ment of the failors, and a concife :account of the
places on the coaft of Africa, where flaves are
obtained, (which I purpofe to annex,) it may not
be unneceflary to give a fhort fketch of the ufua!

proceedings of the fhips employed in the flave |
trade, j
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SLAVE TRADE, &c.

Proceedings during the Voyage.

O‘\T the arfival of the fhips at Bonny, and New
| Calabar, it is cuftomary for them to unbend
|‘ the fails, ftrike the yards and topmafts, and begin

to build what they denominate a boufe. 'This is

effefted in the following manner: The failors firft

Jath the booms and yards from maft to maft, in

order to form a ridge-pole,  fibout ten feet above

the deck, feveral fpars, cqual in length to the ridge
pole, are next lafhed to the ftanding rigging, and
form a wall-plate. Acrofs the ridge-pole and wall-
plate, feveral other fpars or rafters are afterwards
laid and lathed, at the diftance of about fix inches
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vom ecach other. On thefe, other rafters or fpars
are laid length-wife, equal in extent to the ridge-
pole, fo as to form a kind of lattice or net-work,
with interftices of fix inches fquare. The roof is
then covered with mats, made of rufhes of very
Ioofe iexture, faftened together with rope-yarn, and
fo placed, as to lap over each other like tiles, The
fpace between the deck and the wall-plate, is like-
wife enclofed with 2 kind of lattice, or net-work,
formed of fticks, lafhed acrofs each other, and
leaving vacancies of about four inches Iquare.
Near the main-maft, a partition is conftruéted of
inch deal boards, which reaches athwart the fhip.
This divifion is called a barricads. 1t is about
eight feet in height, and is made to projelt near
two feet over the fides of the thip. In this barri-
cado there 1s a door, at which a centinel is placed
during the time the negroes are permitted to come

upon deck. It ferves to keep the different fexes
apart ; and as there are {mall holes in it, wherein

biunderbufles are fixed, and fometimes a cannon, it
15 found very convenient for quelling the infurrec-
tions that now and then happen. Another door is

made in the [attice or net-work at the ladder, by .

which you enter the thip. This door is guarded

S P P g

by a centinel during the day, and is locked at night.

At the head of the fhip there is a third daor, for the
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ufe of the failors, which Is {ecured in the fanie’
manner as that at the gang-way. There is alfo in
the roof a large trap-door, through which the
goods intended for barter, the water cafks, &¢. are
hoifted out or 1p.

The defign of this houfe is to fectre thole on
board from the heat of the fun, which in this lati-
tude is intenfe, and from the wind and rain; which
at particular feafons, are likewife extremeiy violent.
It anfwers thelc purpofes however but very ineffec-
tually. The flight texture of the mats admits both
the wind and the rain, whenever it happens-to be
violent, though at the fame time, it increafes the
heat of the thip to a very pernicious degree, efpe-
cially between decks. The increaled warmth oc-
cafioned by this means, together with the fmoke
produced from the green mangrove, (the ufual fire-
wood ) which, for want of a current of air to carry
it off, colles itfelf in large quantities, and infefts
every part of the thip, render a veflel during its ftay
here very unhealthy, The fimoke alfo, by its acri-
monious quality, often produces inflammations in
the eyes; which terminates fometimes In the lofs of
hight.

Another purpofe for which thefe temporary
houfes are erefted, is, in order to prevent the pur-

chafed negroes from leaping overboards This, the
A 4 horrors
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horrors of their {ituation frequently impel them to

attempt ; and they now and then effet it, notwith-
ftanding alt the precautions that are taken, by forcing
thetr way through the lattice~work,

The flave fhips generally lie near a mile below
the town, in Bdnny river, in &ven or cight fathom

water.  Sometimes fifteen fail, Englifh and French,’

but chiefly the former,  meet here together. Soon
after they caft anchor, the captains go on fhore, to
make known their arrival, and-to inquire into the
ftate of the trade. - They likewife invite the kings:
cf Bonny to come on board, to whom, previous to
breaking bulk, they ufually make prefents, {in that
country termed dafhes) which generally confift of
pieces of cloth, cotton, chintz, filk handkerchiefs,
and other India goods, and fometimes of brandy,
wine, or beer.

When I was at Boany a few years ago, it was
the refidence of two kings, whofe names were
Norfslk and Peppel.  'The houfes of thefe princes
were not diftinguithed from the cottages or huts of
which the town confifts, in any other manner, thar

by being of fomewhat larger dimenfions, and fur~

rounded with warehoufes, containing European
soods, defigned for the purchafe of flaves. Thefe
flaves, which the kings procure in the fame. manner

as the black traders do theirs, are fold by them to
' the
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the fhips.  And for every negroe fold there by the
traders, the kings receive a duty, which amounts to
a confiderable fum in the courfe of a year, This
duty is calle@ted by oficers, ftationed on board the
fhips, who are termed officér boys ; a denomination
which it is thought they received from the Englifh.

The kings of Bonny are abfolute, though elec-
tive. They-are affifted in the government by a
fmall number of perfons of a certain rank, who
ftile themfelves Parliament gentlemen; an office
which they generally hold for life. Every fhip, on
its arrival, is expefted to fend a prefent to thefe
gentlemen, of a fmall quantity of bread and beef,
1 and likewife to treat them as often as they come on
3‘ board. When they do this, their approach to the
% fhip is announced by blowing through a hollow
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elephant’s tooth, which produces a found refemb-
ling that of a poft-horn.

-

% After the kings have been on board, and have

% received the ufual prefents, permiffion is granted by

] them for trafficking with any of the black traders.

When the royal guefts return from the fhips, they
are faluted by the guns.

From the time of the arrival of the fhips to their
departure, which is ufually near three months, fcarce
a day pafies without fome negroes being purchafed,
and carried on board ; fomctimes in {mall, and

{fometimes

T
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fometimes in larger numbers. The whole number
iken on board, depends, in a great mcafure, on
circumftances., In a voyaze I once made, our
ftock of merchandize was exhaufted in the purchale
of about 280 negroes, which was expected to have
precured 500, The number of Englifh and Irench
fhips then at Bonny, had fo far raifed the price of

negroes, as to occafion this difference.

The reverfe (and a happy reverfe 1 think I may ;

call it) was known during the late war, VWhen ]

was laft at Bonny, I frequently made inquiries on

this head, of one of the black traders, whole intel-

Yizence I belie~e I can depend upon. He informed

me that only one {hip had been there for three years

during that period ; and that was the Msfeley- Hilly

Captain Ewing, from Liverpoo), who made an ex-
traordinary purchafe, as he found negroes remarka-

bly cheap from the culnefs of trade, Upon further .

tnquiring of mv black acquaintance, what was the
confequence of this decay of their trade, he fhrug-
ged up s thouldersy and anfwered, only mating us
traders posrery and cbliging us te werz for our main-

terance.  One of thefe black merchants being in-
formed, that a particular fet of people, called ¢

L0 the Jame flate they were in during the wary wheny
through I3
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- through povertyy they were obliged to dig ground and

plant yams.
I was once upon the coaft of Angola alfo, when

there had not been a flave thip at the river Ambris
for five years previous to our arrival, although a
place to which many ufually refort every year; and
the failure of the trade for that period, as far as we
could learn, had not any other effe®t, than to re-
ftore peace and confidence among the natives;
which, upon the arrival of any fhips, is 1mmedi-
ately deftroyed, by the inducement then held forth
in the purchafe of flaves. And during the fufpen.
fion of trade at Bonny, as above-mentioned, none
of the dreadful proceedings, which are fo confident-
ly aflerted to be the natural confequence of it, were
known. The reduction of the price of negrocs,
and the poverty of the black traders, appear to have
been the only bad effeits of the difcontinuance of
trade ; the good oncs were, maf? probably, the refto-
ration of peace and confidence among the natives,
and a fufpeniton of kidnapping.

When the fhips have difpofed of all their mer-
chandize in the purchafe of negroes, and have laid
in their ftock of wood, water, and yams, they pre-
pare for falling, by getting up the yards and top-
mafls, reeving the running rigging, bending the
falls, and by taking down the temporary houfe.

‘They
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They then drop down the river, to wait for 2
favourzble opportunity to pafs over the bar, which
is formed by 2 number’ of fand-banks lying acrofs
the mouth of the river, with navigable channels
between them. It is not uncommon for fhips to

get apon the bar, and fometimes they are loft.

The firft place the flave fhips touch at in their
paffage to the Weft-Indies, is cither the lland of
St. Thomas, or Princes Ifland, where they ufually
carry their fick on fhore, for the berelit of the atr,
and likewife replenifh their ftock of water. ‘The
former of ihefe iflands is nearly circular, being one

endred and twenty miles round, and lics cxactly
under the equator, about forty-five leagues from the
African continent. It abounds with wood and wa-
ter, and produces Indian corn, rice, fruits, fugar,
and fome ciunamon. The air is rather prejudicial
to an Furopean conftitution, neverthelefs it is well
peopled by the Portuguefe.  Princes Ifland, which
is much {malier, lies in one deg. 32 min. north
latitude, and likewife produces Indian corn, and a
variety of fruits and roots, beflides fugar cancs.
Black cattle, hogs, and goats are numerous therc ;
but it is infefted with a mifchicvous and dangcrous
{pecies of monkeys.

Durinz one of the voyages I made, I was landed

upon the Ifland of St. Thomas, with near one hun= |
dred §
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dred fick negroes, who were placed in an old houfe,
: taken on purpofe for their reception. Little bene-
1 fit however accrued from their going on fhore, as
& feveral of them dicd there, and the remainder con-

i tinued nearly in the fame fituation as when they
%were landed, though our continuance was pro-
i

onged for about twelve days, and the ifland is
ccmcd upon the whole healthy.

Upon the arrival of the flave fhips in the Weft-
Indies, a day is foon fixed for the fale of their
urgoes And this is done by different modes, and

{ often by one they term a feramble, of which fome
" account will be given, when the fale of the negroes
s treated of.

‘The whole of their cargoes being dzfpofed of, the
fhips are immediately made ready to proceed to fea,
It is very feldom, however, that they are not de-
tained for want of a fufficient number of failors to
navigate the fhip, as this trade may juftly be deno-
minated the grave of feamen. Though the crews
of the fhips upon their leaving England, generally
amount to between forty and fifty men, fcarcely
three -fourths, and fometimes not one-third of the
complement ever return to the port from whence
they failed, through mortality and defertion; the
caufes of which I fhall fpeak of under another
head.

| The
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- The time during which the {lave fhips are abfent
from England, varies according to the deftination
of the voyage, and the number of fhips they hap-
pen to meet on the coat. To Bonny, or Ol
and New Calabar, the voyage is ufually performed
1n about ten months. Thofe to the Windward and
Gold Coails, are rather more uncertain, but in ge-
neral from fifteen to eighteen months.
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* The Manner in which the Slaves are

proc ured.

AFTER permiffion has been obtained for

' breaking trade, as it is termed, the captains go

"> afhore, from time to time, to examine the nearoes
f IR

- that are expofed to fale, and to make their purchafes.

;  The unha 2ppy wretches thus difpofed of, are beught

| Eby the black traders at fairs, which are held for that
h_i= purpofe, at the diftance of upwards of two hundred
miles from the fea ccaft ; and thefe fairs are faid to
h:-,- be fupplied from an interior part cf the country.
Many negzroes, upon being queftioned reiative to
the places of their nativity, have afferted, that they
‘have travelled during the revolution of feveral
2 moong, (their ufual method of calculating time) be-
fforc they have reached the places where they were
i purchafed by the black traders. At thefe fairs,
iwhich are held at uncertain periods, but generally
;’;cvery hix weeks, feveral thoufands are frequenty
i‘ﬂpofed to fale, who had becn collelted from all
ipats of the country for a very conliderable diftance
‘round. While T was upon the coaft, during one of
{voyares | made, the black traders brought down, in
different canages, from twelve to fifteen hundred

h‘-:l-ll'l'-i- -t llll
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negroes, which had been purchafed at one farr,
They confifted chiefly of men and boys, the wo-
men feldom exceeding a third of the whole numbey,
From forty to two hundred negroes are generally
purchafed at a time by the black traders, according
to the opulence of the buyer ; and confift of thofe
of all ages, from a month to fixty years and up.
wards. Scarce any age or fituation is decmed an
exception, the price being proportionable. We.
men fometimes form a part of them, who happen
to be fo far advanced in their pregnancy, as to be
delivered during their journey from the fairs to the
coaft ; 2nd T have frequentiy feen inftances of deki-
veries on board fhip. The flaves purchafed at

thefe fairs are only for the {upply of the markets at:i
Bonny, and Old and New Calabar. :

There is oreat reafon to belicve, that moft of
the negroes ﬂ'llpf"“d off frcm the coaft of Africaﬁ
are #dnapped.  But the extreme <are taken by the’
black traders to prevent the Europeans from gain-|
ing any intellicence of their modes of proceeding;t
the great diftance inland from whence the negromE
are brought; and our ignorance of their language:
(with which, very frequently, the black traders.
themfelves are equally unacquainted) prevent ourf
obtaining fuch information on this head as we coulé}
wit, 1 have, however, by means of occafionalg

inquirieyl
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inquiries, made through interpreters, procured fome
intelligence relative to the point, and fuch, as I
think, puts the matter beyond a doubt.

From thefe 1 fhall fele&t the following ftriking
inftances :—While 1 was in employ on board one
of the flave fhips, a negroe informed me, that be-
ing one evening invited to drink with fome of the
black traders, upon his going away, they attempted
to feize him. As he was very active, he evaded
their defign, and got out of their hands. He was,
however, prevented from effecting his efcape by a
large dog, which laid hold of him, and compelled
him to fubmit.  Thefe creatures are kept by many
of the traders for that purpofe; and being trained
to the inhuman fport, they appear to be much
pleafed with 1t.

I was likewife told by a negroe woman, that ag
fhe was on her return home, one evening, from
fsme neighbours, to whom fhe had been making a
vilit by invitation, fhe was kidnapped ; and, not-
with{tanding fhe was big with child, {old for a flave.
This tranfaltion happened a confiderable way up
the country, and {fbe had pafled through the hands
of feveral purchafers before fhe reached the fhip,
A man and his fon, according to”their own tnfor-
mation, were feized by profefled kidnappers, while
they were planting yams, and fold for flaves. This

B likewife
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likewife happened in the interior parts of tne courn-
try, and after pafling through feveral hands, they
were purchafed for the fhip to which I belonged.
It frequently happens, that thofe who kidnap
others, are themfelves, in their turns, fcized and
fold. A negrce in the Weft-Indies informed me,
that after having been employed n kidnapping
others, he had experienced this reverfe. And he
affured me, that it was a common incident among

his countrymen.
Continual enmity 15 thus foftcred among the

N o reperulgrly - eyl e wh——— —_——————

nearoes of Africa, and all focial intercourfe between !
them deftroyed ; which moft afluredly would not I'
be the cafe, had they not thefe opportunitics of

finding a ready fale for each other.

During my fiay on the coaft of Africa, I was an
eye-witnefs of the following tranfation :—A black
trader invited a negroe, who refided a little way '.lp
the country, to come and fee him. After the enter-
tainment was over, the trader propofed to his gucf’r,
to treat him with a fight of one of the fhips lying &
in the river. The unfufpictous countryman readily

confented, and accompanied the trader in a canoe ©
to the fide of the fhip, which he viewed with plea-
fure and aftonifhment. While he was thus empl oy~ &
ed, fome black traders on board, who appeared to £
be in the fecret, leaped inte the canoe, feized the B

unfortunate

- -

T - g,
r

]
Fi

+*
3




R R ey, E A 1

FETRPR- T

T pamn

( 19 )

unfortunate man, and dragging him into the fhip,
immediately {old him.

Previous to my being in this employ, 1 enter-
tained a belief, as many others have done, that the

kings and principal men dreed negroes for fale, as
re do cattle.  During the different times I was in
the country, I took no little pains to fatisfy myfelf
in this particular ; but notwithftanding I made ma-
ny inquirics, I was not able to obtain the leaft
intcllipence of this being the cafe, which it is more
than probable I fhould have doné, had fuch a prac-
ticc prevailed.  All the information I could pro-
cure, confirmis me in the belicf, that to Zrdnapping,
and to crimes, {and many of thefle fabricated as a
pretext) the flave trade owes its chief {upport.

The following infltance tends te prove, that the
laft mentioned artifice is often made ufe of. Several
black tradcrs, one of whom was a perfon of conle-
quence, and excrcifed an authority fomewhat fimilar
to that of our magiftrates, being in want of fome
particular kind of merchandize, and not having a
flave to barter tor it, they accufed a fifherman, at
the river Ambris, with extortion in the fale of his
fith ; and as they were interefted in the decifion,
they immediately adjudged the poor fellow guilty,
and condemned him to be fold. He was accord-

B 2 ingly
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ingly purchafed by the fhip to which 1 belonged,
and brought on board.

As an additional proof that kidnapping is not
only the general, but almoft the fole mode, by
which flaves are procured, the black traders, in
purchafing them, chufe thofc which are the rougheft
and moft hardy ; alledging, that the fmooth negroes
have been genilemer, By this obfervation we may
coniclude they mean, that ncthing but fraud or force
could have reduced thefe fmooth-fkinned gentlemen
to a flate of flavery.

It may not be here unworthy of remark, in order
to prove that the wars among the Africans do not
furnifh the number of flaves they are fuppoled to
do, that I never faw any negroes with recent
vrounds ;- which muft have been the confequence,
at leaft with fome of them, had they been taken in |
battle. And it being the particular province of the
furgeon to examine the flaves when they are pur- |
chafed, fuch a circumftance could not have efcaped i

L . - I
my obfervation. As a farther corroboration, it

might be remarked, that on the Gold and Wind- |
ward Coafts, where fairs are not held, the number
ot flaves procurzd at a time arc ufually very fmall.

The preparations made at Bonny by the black t

4

traders, upon fetting out for the fairs which are g
veld up the country, are very confiderable. From
twenty i3
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¢wenty to thirty canoes, capable of containing thirty
or forty negrocs each, arc aflembled for this pur-

pofe ; and fuch goods put on board them as they
expect will be wanted for the purchafe of the num-

ber of flaves they intend to buy. When their
loading is compleated, they commence their voy-
age, with colours flying, and mufick playing; and
in about ten or cleven days, thev generally return
to Bonny with full cargoes.  As {oon as the canoes
arrive at the trader’s landing-place, the purchafed
negroes are cleaned, and oiled with palm-oil ; and
on the following day they are expofed to fale for the
captains,

The black traders do not always purchafe their
flaves at the fame rate.  The fpeed with which the
information of the arrival of fhips upon the coaft is
conveyed to the fairs, confidering it is the intereft
of the traders to keep them ignorant, is really fur-
prifing. In a thort time after the fhips arrive upon
the coafty efpecially if feveral make their appear-
ance together, thofe who difpofe of the negroces at
the fairs are frequently known to increafe the price
of them.

Thefe fairs are not tiic only means, though they
are the chief, by which the black traders on the
coaft arc fupplied with negroes.  Small parties of
them, from five to ten, are frequently brought to
the houfes of the traders, by thofc who make a

D3 prattice
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nractice of kidnapping; and who are conftantly
employed in procuring a fupply, while purchafers
are to be found.

When the nerroes, whom the block traders have
to difpofc of, are fhewn to the European purchafers,
they firft examine them relative to their age. "Lhey
then minutcly infpect their perfons, and inquire in-
to the ftate of their health; if they arc aflicted with
any infirmity, or are deformed, or have bad cyes

or teeth; if they are lame, or weak in their joints,
or diftorted in the back, or of a {lender make, or :
are narrow in the cheft; in fhort, if they have been, ‘
or are afflicted in any manner, fo as to render them
incapable of much labour; if any of the forcgoing
defects are diicovered in them, they are rejeted,
But if approved of, they are generally taken on board
the fhip the fame cvening., The purchaler has li-
berty to return on the following morning, but not
afterwards, fuch as upon re-examination are found
cxceptionanie.

L LY d
] 'F‘.

The traders frequently beat thofe nezroes which g
are abjected to by the captains, and ufe them with {
oreat feverity. It matters not whether they are

refufed on account of age, illnefs, deformity, or for |

1 - h | . L] ;
any otizer rcafon. At New Calabar, in particular, g

E‘I

the traders have frequently been known to put
them to death,  Inftances have happened at that
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place, that the traders, when any of their negroes
have been objedted to, have dropped their canoes
unider the ftern of the veflel, and inftantly beheaded
them, in fight of the captain.

Upon the Windward Coaft, another mode of
procuring {laves is purfued; which s, by what they
term bsating; a mode that is very pernicious and
deftruétive to the crews of the fhips. The failors,
who are employed in this trade, go in boats up the
rivers, fecking for negroes, among the villages fi-
tuated on the banks of them. But this method is
very flow, and not always efteCtual. For, after
being abfent from the fhip during a fortnight or
three weeks, they fometimes return witi only from
cight to twelve negroes. Numbers of thefe are

procured in confequence of alleged crimes, which,
as before obferved, whenever any fhips are upon
the coaft, are more productive than at any other
period.  Kidnapping, however, prevails here.

I have good reafon to believe, that of one hun-
dred and twenty negroes, which were purchafed
for the fhip to which I then belonged, then lying at
the river Ambris, by far the greater part, if not
the whole, were kidnapped. This, with vartous
other inftances, confirms me in the belief that kid-
napping is the fund which fupplies the thoufands of
negroes annually fold oft thefe extenfive Windward,
and other Coafts, where boating prevails.

B 4 Treatment
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reatment of the vlaves.

AS foon =23 the wretched Africans, purchafed at
the fairs, fall into the hands of the black-traders,
they experience an carneft of thole dreadful fuffer-
ings which they are doomed in future to undergo.,
And therz is not the leaft room to doubt, but that
even before they can reach the fairs, great numbers
perifi from cruel ufage, want of food, travelling
through inhofpitable deferts, &c. They are brought
from the places where they are purchafed to Bonny,
&c. in cznoes; at the bottom of which they lie,
having their hands tied with a kind of willow twigs,
and a {trict watch is kept over them. Their ufage
in other refpects, during the time of the paflage,
which generally lafts feveral days, is equally cruel,
Therr allowance of food is fo fcanty, that it is
barely fullicient to fupport nature, They are, be-
ﬁr:’fes, mucn expofed to the violent rains which fre-

quertly fai hare, being covered only with mats that

ahord bur 2 3 ant defence; and as there is ufuﬂ]]y

ayre b~ L

waldr at tie bettom of the canoes, from their leak-
ing, they are fearcly ever dry.

11
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\or €0 thele L'ﬂ]m‘n bemf‘s, after thf?}' become
roperty of the Eurcpeans (frem whom, as a
civilized people, more humanity micht na-
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: ¢urally be expedted) find their fituation in the leaft

.

& amended. Their treatment is no lefs rigorous.
'The men negroes, on betng brought aboard the
%ﬂ]ip, are immediately faftened together, two and
4 two, by hand-cuifs on their wrifts, and by isons
j rivetted on their legs. They are then fent down
i between the decks, and placed in an apartment par-
titioned off for that purpofe. "I'he women likewife
! are placed in a feparate apartment between decks,
% but without bé‘ing ironed. And an adjo‘ining room,
on the fame deck, is befides appointed for the boys.
Thus are they all placed in different apartments.

But at the fame time, they are frequently ftowed
fo clofe, as to admit of no other pofture than lying
on their {ides. Neither will the height between
' decks, unlefs dire@ly under the grating, permit
 them the indulgence of an ere@ pofture ; efpecially
where there are platforms, which is generally the
cafe. Thefe platforms are a kind of fhelf, about
eight or nine feet n breadth, extending from the
fide of the fhip towards the centre. They are
placed nearly midway between thc decks, at the
diftance of two or three feet from each deck, Upon
thefe the riegroes are flowed in the {ame manner as
they are on the deck underneath,

In each of the apartments are placed three or
four large buckets, of a conical form, being near

two
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¢wo feet in diameter at the bottom, and only one
foot at the top, and in-depth about twenty-eight
inches ; to which, when neceffary, the negroes have
reccarfe. It often happens, that thofe who are:
placed at a diftance from the buckets, in endea.!

|
|

)
s

vouring to get to them, rumble over their compa-
nions, in confequence of their being {hackled.
Thefe accidents, althoush unavoidable, are produc-
¢ive of continual quarrels, in which fome of them!
are always bruifed. In this diffrefled fituation, un-|
ahle to proceed, and prevented from getting to the
tubs, they defift from the attempt ; and, as the ne-
ceffities of nature are not to be repelled, cafe thcm..
felves as they Lie. T his becomes a frefh fource of ;
broils and difturbances, and tends to render the! 2

" p-—u'!‘r"‘l‘f'lﬁ"'ﬁ"r-ﬂl]irmmﬂ- F i L)
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condition of the poor captive wretches ftill more ;j
uncomfortable. The numfance anfing from thefe L

circum{fances, is not unfrequently increafed by the %
tubs being much too fmall for the purpofe intend-
edy and their being ufually emptied but once every%
dav. 'Ine rule for doing this, however, varies in

"I‘

diterant fh‘-}s: aCCor Jmfr to the attention paid to {&

the health and convenience of the flaves by the i
Captain.

About exzit o’clock in the morning the negroes
are moner: ‘!‘.’ brousht upon deck.  Their irons be- B

inn nined,

iy along chain, which is locked to a B

ring-
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to anotier rmg-bolt, fixed aifo in the deck. By
this means hfty or ﬁxt}r, and {ometimes more, are
T‘,f: faftened to ome chain, in order to prevent them
3 from rifing, or endeavouring to efcape. If the

;‘ weather proves favourable, they are permitted to
% remain in that fituation till four or five in the after-

3 fent dow:ue

5 The diet of the necroes, while on board, con-
fifts chiefly of horfe-beans, boiled to the confiftence
of a pulp; of botled yams and rice, and fometimes
3 of a fmall quantity of beef or pork. The latter
j are frequently taken from the provifions laid in for
% the failors. T hey fometimes make ufe of a fauce,
compofed of palm-oil, mixed with flour, water,

4 negroes, and rice or corn, of thofe from the Gold
and Windward Coafts; each preferring the pro-
§ duce of their native {oil.

i In their own country, the negroes in general
live on animal food and fifh, with roots, yams, and

iIndi::m corn, ‘The horfe-beans and rice, with
which they are fed aboard fhip, are chiefly taken

from Europe. The latter, indecd, is fomctimes

purchafed
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pt:rchafed on the coaft, being far fuperior to an
other.

The Gold Cozaft nezroes fcarcely ever refufe am
food that i5 offered them, and they generally ea
larzer quantities of whatever is placed before them
than any other {pecies of negroes, whom they Jike.
wife excel in ftrencth of body and mind.  Moft o
the flaves have fuch an averfion to the horfe-beans
that unlefs they are narruwly watched, when fec
upon declk, they will throw them overboard, or ir
each other’s faces when they quarrel.

ThC}‘ are commonl}' fed twicc a d:t}f, about ¢i giﬂ
o’clock in thie merning, and four in the aftcrnoon,
Tn moft {i°ps they are only fed with their szon fosd
once 2 day. 'Their food is ferved up to them in
tubs, about the fize of 2 fmail water bucket. "Ihey
are placed round thefe tubs in companies of ten io
each tub, out of which they feed themfelves with
wooden fpoons. Thefe they foon lofe, and when
they are not ailowed others, they feed themfelves
with their hands. In favourable weather they are
fed upon deck, but in bad weather their food is
given them below., Numberlefs quarrels take place
among them during their meals; more efpecially
when thev are put upon fhort ailowance, which
frequently happens, if the pafiage from the coaft of
Guinza to the Weft-India iflands, proves of un-

ufual
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ui"ual length. In that cale, the weak are obliged
i to be content with a very fcanty portion. Their
i d;lGWﬂnLe of water 1s about half a pint each at
3 every meal, It is handed round in a bucket, and

'y

Z;g oiven to each negroe in a pannekin; a fmal} uten-
4 ﬁl with a {trait handle, fomewhat fimilar to a fauce-

i 4 boat. However, when the fhips approach the
,-g iflands with a favourable brecze, they are no longer
4 reftried.

Upon the negroes refufing to take fuftenance, I
1 have fecn coals of fire, glowing hot, put on a thovel,
and placed fo near their lips, as to fcorch and burn
i them. And this has been accompanied with threats,
} of forcing them to {wallow the coals, if they any

{ longer perfifted in refufing to eat. Thefe means
have generally had the defired efteét. I have alfo

{ been credibly informed, that a certain captain in the

{ lave trade poured melted lead on fuch of the ne-
groes as obftinately refufed their food.

Exercife being deemed neceflary for the prefer-
 vation of their health, they are fometimes obliged
to dancey, when the weather will permit their com-
[mg on deck. If they go about it reluGantly, or
do not move with agility, they are flogged; a per-
fon {ftanding by them all the time with a cat-o’-
mne-tails in his hand for that purpofe. Their
mufick, upon thefe occafions, confifts of a drum,

{fome-
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fometimes with only one head; and when that is
worn outy they do not fcruple to make ufe of the
bottom of one of the tubs before defcribed.  "T'he
poor wretches are frequently compelled to fing
alfo; but when thev do fo, their fongs are gene-
rallv, as may naturally be expected, melancholy
lamentaticns of their exile from their native coun-
&ay.

The women are furnifhed with beads for the pur-
pofe of affordine them fome diverfion,  But this
end is generally defcated by the fquabbles which
are occafioned, in confequence of their ftealing
them from each another.

On board fome {hips, the common failors are
allowed to have intercourfe with fuch of the black
women whofe confent they can procure. And fome
of them have been known to take the inconftancy
of their paramours fo mucn to heart, as to leap over-
board and drown themfelves. The officers are per-
mitted to indulge their pafiions among them at
pleafure, and fomctimes are guilty of {uch brutal
excefics, as difzrace human nature.

‘The harcihips and incenveniencies {uffered by
the ncgroes during the paflage, are fcarcely ts be
enumcrated or conceived.  They are far more vio-

T M

lently amdelted by the fea-ficknefs, than the Euro-
peans. it frequently terminates in death, cfpecially

among
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among the women. But the exclufion of the frefh
air is among the moft intolerable. For the pur-
pofe of admitting this needful refrefliment, moft of
the fhips in the flave-trade are provided, between
the decks, with hive or fix air-ports on each fide of
the {hip, of about fix inches in length, and four in
breadth ; in addition to which, fome few fhips, but
not one in twenty, have what they denominate
wind-farls.  But whenever the fea is rough, and
the rain heavy, it becomes necefiary to fhut thefe,
and every other convevance by which the air is ad-
mitted. The frefh air being thus cxcluded, the
negroes rooms very foon grow intolerably hot,
"the conhned air, rendered noxious by the effuvia
exhaled from their bodies, and by being repeatedly
breathed, foon produces fevers and fluxes, which
eenerally carries oft great numbers of them.
During the vovages I made, 1 was frequently a
witnefs to the fatal eftelts of this exclufion of the
frefh air. T will give one inftance, as it ferves to
convey fome idea, though a very faint one, of the
jufferings of thofe unhappy beings whom we wan-
tonly drag from their native county, and doom to
perpetual labour .and captivity,  Some wet and
blowing weather having occafioned the port-holes
to be {hut, and the grating to be covered, Auxes
and fevers among the negroes enfued,  While

. they
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they were i:, this fituation, my profeflion requiring
it, 1 frequently went down among them, till at
Jength their apartments became fo extremely hot,
as to be only fufferable for 2 very fhort time.  But
the exceflive heat was not the only thing that ren-
dered their fituation intolerable. The deck, that,
is, the foor of their rooms, was fo covered with
the blood and mucus which had proceeced from
them in confequence of the flux, that it refembled
a flaughter-houfe. It is not in the power of the|
human imagination to picture to itfelf a fituation |
more dreadful or difgufting.  Numbers of the
flaves having fainted, they were carried upon a
deck, where feveral of them died, and thef
reft were, with great difficulty, reftored. It had
nearly proved fatal to me alfo. The c]imatc
was too warm ¢ admit the wearing of any cloth-
ing but a fhirt, and that I had pulled off before I
went down; notwithftanding which, by only con- @
tinuin~ among them for about a quarter of an heur,
I was fo overcome with the heat, ftench, and foul &
air, that I had nearly fainted ; and it was not with-
out afbftance, that 1 could get upon deck. 'The
confequence was, that 1 foon after fell fick of the
fame diforder, from which 1 did not recover for
feveral months.

A Ciﬁ'
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@ A circumftance of this kind, fometimes repeat-
'ﬁd]_y happens in the courfe of a voyage; and often
A to a greater degree than what has juft been de-
b fcribed ; particularly when the {laves are much
crowded, which was not the cafe at that time, the
ﬂup hawng more than a hundred fhort of the
& number fhe was to have taken in. |
©* ' This devaftation, great as it was, fome few years
ago was greatly exceeded on board a Liverpool fhip.,
2 1 {hall particularize the circumftancesof it, asa mose
glaring inftance of an infatiable thirft for gain, or
% of lcfs attention to the lives and happinefs, even of
that defpifed and opprefled race of mortals, the
3 fable inhabitants of Africa, perhaps was never ex-
| xceded; though indeed feveral fimilar inftances
have been known.
{  This fhip, though a much fmaller thip than that
in which the event ] have juft mentioned happened,
took on board at Bonny, at leaft fix hundred ne-
eroes 3 but according to the information. of the
black traders, from whom I received the intelli-
gence immediately after the thip failed, they a-
mounted to near feven bundred. By purchafing {o
ereat a number, the flaves were fo crowded, that
they were cven obliged to lie one upon another.
This occafioned fuch a mortality among them, that,
without meeting with unufual bad weather, or hav-

C ing
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ing a longer voyage than common, nearly one half of ]
them died before the thip arrived in the Weft-Indies, l

That the publick may be able to form fome 1deai
of the almoft incredible fmall fpace into which fo] I
large a number of negroes were crammed, the fol-i,

[:
L
ing to Leverpool cultom fhe mealured 235 tons.f'_
Her width acrofs the beam, 23 feet. . Length be.}:

tween the decks, g2 feet, which was divided into z

lowing particulars of this fhip are given.  Accord.

four rooms, thus:

.y 1_ - |
Store room, in which there were not ny} f e fou
- negroes placed

Nerroes rooms — mens room — about 43 fect:
womens ditto about 10 feey’
boys ditto apout 22 fec;

Total room for negroes 77 fea

Exclufive of the platform before deleribed, fr'om
8 to g feet in breadth, and cqual in length ;
that of the rooms. '

t mey be worthy of remark, that the fhips ing
this trade, are ufually fitted out to receive 011]y
one third women negroes, or perhaps a fma]lcr
riumber, which the dimenfions of the room allottes
for them, above given, plainly thew, but in g
greater difproportion,
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One: would naturally fuppofe, that'an attention
to their own intereft, would prompt the ownerss of
the Guniea fhips not to fuffer the captains to take
ori board a greater number of negroes than the
fhip would allow room {ufficient for them to lie
with eafe to themfelves, or, at leaft, without rub-
bing apainft each other. However that may be,
a more ftriking inftance than the above, of avarice,
completely and defervedly difappointed, was furely
never difplayed: for there is little room to doubt,
but that in confequence of the expelfted premium
ufually allowed to the captains, of £6 per cent.
fterling on the produce of the negroes, this vel-
fel was fo thronged as to occafion fuch a heavy jofs.

The place allotted for the fick negroes is undet
the half deck, where they lic on the barc planks.
By this means, thofe who are emaciated, frequently
have their fkin, and cven their flefh, entirely rub-
bed oft, by the motion of the fhip, from the promi-

| nent parts of the thoulders, elbows, and hips, fo as

~ to render the bones in thofc parts quite bare. And

fome of them, by conftantly lying in the blood and
mucus, that had- flowed from thofe afliGed with the
flux, and which, as before obferved, is generlly fo
violent as to prevent their being kept clean, have
their flefh much fooner rubbed off, than thofe who
have¢ only to contend with the mere friction of

Ca2 the
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the fhip. The excruciating pain which the poor
fufferers feel from being obliged to continue in fuch |
a dreadful fituation, frequently for feveral weeks, [
in cafe they happen to live {o long, 1s not to be con- |
ceived or defcribed. YFew, indeed, are ever able to .
withftand the fatal effeCts of it. The utmoft fkill of {
the furgeon is here ineffeCtual. If plaifters be ap-
plied, they are very foon difplaced by the friction f 7
of the fhip; and when bandages are ufed, the ne- %
groes very foon take them off, and approprlate them

""'h..

"fﬁ..ﬂu

to other purpofes.

The furgeon, upon going between decks, in the |3 &
morning, to examine the fituation of the flaves, fre- i
quently finds feveral dead; and among the mcn1

are brought upon the deck, and being laid on the :
grating, the living negroe is difengaged, and the
dead are thrown overboard.

It may not be improper here to remark, that _
the furgeons employed in the Guinea trade, are ge- §
nerally driven to engage in fo difagrecable an cm-
ploy by the confined ftate of their finances. Au
exertion of the greateft fkill and attention could & =
afiord the difeafed ncgroes little relief, fo long as :
the caufes of their difeafes, namiely, the breathing

fometimes a dead and living negroe faftened by
their irons together. When this is the cafe, tney

L _J ._:.! -
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of a putrid atmofphere, and wallowing in their own g
‘excrements, remain, When once the fever and @
R dylentery &
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; d}fentery get to ‘aﬁy height at fea, a cure is {carce-,
]y ever effected.

j Almoft the only means by which the furgeon can

3 render himfelf uleful to the flaves, is, by feeing
that their food is properly cooked, and diftributed

‘g among them. It is true, when they arrive near
1 the markets for which they are deftined, care is
taken to polifh them for fale, by an application of
the lunar cauftic to fuch as ave afflicted with the
f‘ yaws. 1 his, however, affords but a temporary
% relief, as the difeafe moft affuredly breaks out,
1 whenever the patient 1s put upon a vegetable diet. |

It has been aflerted 1n favour of the captains in this

trade, that the {ick flaves are ufually fed from their

3 tables, The great number generally ill at a time,
! proves the fallity of fuch an aflertion, Were even

a captain difpofed to do this, how could he feed half
the {laves in his fhip from his own table? for it is

well known, that more thar half are often nick at 2

- time. Two or three perhaps may be fed.

The lofs of flaves, through mortality, arifing
from the caules juft mentioned, are frequently very
conhderable. In the voyage lately referred to (not
the Liverpool thip before-mentioned) one hundred .
and five, out of three hundred and eighty, died in
the paffage. . A proportion [eemingly very great,
but by no means uncommon. One half, fome-

C3
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fimes two-thirds, and even beyond that, have been
known to perith. Before we left Bonny River, no
lefs than fifteen died of fevers and dyfenteries, occa-
fioned by their confinement. On the Windward
Coaft, where {laves are procured more {lowly, vert
few die, in proportion to the numbers which die at
Bonny, and at Old and New Calabar, where they
are obtained much fafter; the latter being of a
more delicate make and habit. |

The havock made among the feamen engaged in

¢his deftrn&ive commerce, will be noticed 1n 2:10-
ther part; and will be found to make no incon(ide-
rable addition to the unneceffary wafte of life juft
reprefented.

As very few of the negraes can fo far brook the ¢
lofs of their liberty, and the hard{hips they endure,
as to bear them with any degree of patience, they §
are ever upon the watch to take advantage of the

. : : U |
leaft neglizence in their- oppreflors,  Infurrections §

fupprefled without much b oodﬂl{.d Sometimes
thefe are fuccefsful, and the whole fhip’s company
s cut off, They are likewife always ready to ferze [§
every opportunity for commiiting fome aét of
Cefperation to free themfelves from their miferable
‘ftate; and notwithitanding the reftraints under
which they are laid, they often fuccecd.

Vv hile
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While ai{hip, to which I belonged, lay in Bonny
River, one evening, a fhort time before our de-
parture, a lot of negroes, confifting of about ten,
was brougnt on board; when one of them, in a fa-
vourable moment, forced his way through the net-
work on the larboard fide of the veflel, jumped
overboard, and was {uppofed to have been devoured
by the fharks.

During the time we were there, fifteen negroes
belonging to a vellel from Liverpool, found means
to throw themfelves into the river; very few were
faved; and the refidue fell a facrifice to the fharks.
A fimilar inftance took place in a French fhip while
we lay there.

Circumfitances of this kind are very frequent.
On the coaft of Angola, at the river Ambris, the
following incident happened :-—During the time of
our refiding on fhore, we ereéted a tent to fhelter
ourfelves from the weather.  After having been
there feveral weeks, and being unable to purchale the
number of {laves we wanted, through the oppolition
of another Englith flave veflel, we determined to
leave the place.  The night before our departure
the tent was {truck; which was no fooner perceived
by fome of the negroec women on board, thap it was
conlidered as a prelude to cur faiking ; and about
eighteen of them, when they were fent between

C 4 decks,
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decks, threw themfelves into the fea through one of
the gun ports; the fhip carrying guns between
decks. Thev were all of them, however, except-
ing one, foon picked up; and that which was mif-
fing, was, not long after, taken about a mile from
the fhore.

I once knew a negroz woman, too fenfible of her
woes, who pined for a confiderable time, and was
taken ill of a fever and dyfentery; when declaring
it to be her determination to die, the refufed all food
and medical aid, and in about a fortnight after, ex-
pired. On being thrown overboard, her body was
inftantly torn to pieces by the {harks.

The followinz circumftance alfo came within
my knowledge. A young female negroe, falling
into a defponding way, it was judged neceflary, in
order to attempt her recovery, to fend her on fhore,
to the hut of one of the black traders. Elevated
with the profpect of regaining her liberty by this
unexpected ftep, fhe foon recovered her ufual chear-
fulnefs ; but hearing, by accident, that it was in-
tended to take her on board the fthip again, the poor
young creature hung herfelf.

It frequently happens that the negroes, on being
purchafed by thc Europeans, become raving mad ;
and many of them die in that ftate; particularly
the women. "While I was one day afhore at Bon-

ny,
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nv, I faw a middle aged {tout woman, who had
! been brought down from a fair the preceding day,
chained to the poft of a black trader’s door, in a
~ ftate of furious infanity, On board a'thip in Bon.
ny River, I faw a young negroc woman chained to
the- deck, who had loft her fenfes, foon after fhe
was purchafed and taken on board, In a former
voyage, on board a fhip to which I belonged, we
were obliged fo confine a female negroe, of about
twenty-three years of age, on her becoming a luna-
tic. She was afterwards fold during one of her
lucid intervals.

One morning, upon examining the place allotted
for the fick negroes, I perceived that one of them,
who was fo emaciated as fcarcely to be able to
walk, was miffing, and was convinced that he muft
have gone overboard in the night, probably to put
a morc expeditious period to his fufferings. And,
to conclude on this fubject, I could not help being
fenfibly affected, on a former voyage, at obferving
with what apparent eagernefs a black woman feized
fome dirt from oft an African yam, and put it into
her mouth ; feeming to rejoice at the opportunity
of poflefling {fome of her native carth.

From thefe inftances I think it may be clearly
deduced, that the unhappy Africans are not bereft
of the finer feelings, but have a ftrong attachment

(o
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to their native country, together with a juft fenfe
of the value of liberty. And the fituation of the
miferable beings above defcribed, more forcibly
urges the neceflity of abolifhing a trade which is
the {ource of fuch evils, than the molft eloquent!

harangue, or perfualive arguments could do, 4
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- Sale of the Slaves.

WHEN the fhips arrive in the Weft-Indies,
(the - chief mart for this mhuman merchandize),
the flaves are difpofed of, as I have before obferved,
by different methods. Sometimes the mode of
difpofal, is that of felling them by what is termed a
Jerambley; and a day is {oon fixed for that purpofe.
But previous thereto, the fick, or refufe flaves, ot
which there are frequently many, are ufually con-
veyed on fhore, and fold at a tavern by vendue, or
public aultion, Thefe, in general, are purchafed
by Jews and furgeons, but chiefly the former, upon
{peculation, at fo low a price as five or fix dollars
a head. I was informed by a mulatto woman, that
fhe purchafed a fick flave at Grenada, upon fpecu-
lation, for the fmall fum of one dollar, as the poor
wretch was apparently dying of the flux, It fel- -
dom happens that any, who are carried afhore ‘in
the emacrated ftate to which they are generally re-
duced by that diforder, long furvive their landing.
I oince faw fixteen conveyed on fhore, and fold in
the foregoine manner, the whole of whom died be-
forc 1 left the illand, which was within a ‘fhort

tine
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time after. Sometimes the captains march their
flaves through the town at which they intend to
difpofe of them ; and then place them in rows, where
they are examined 2nd purchafed.

The mode of felling them by fcramble having
fallen under my obfervation the ofteneft, I fhall be
more particu'ar in defcribing it.  Being fome vears
aro, zt one of the iflands in the Weft-Indies, I
was witnefs to a fale by fcramble, where about 2350
negroes were fold.  Upon this occafion all the ne- L
grees fecrambled for bear an equal price ; which Is
agreed upon between the captains and the purchaf-
ers before the fale begins.

On a day appointed, the negroes were landed,
and placed altogether in a large yard, belonging to
<he merchants to whom the fhip was configned,
As foon as the hour agreed on arrived, the doors
of the yard were fuddenly thrown open, and in |
rufhed a confiderable number of purchafers, with
all the ferocity of brutes. Some inftantly feized |
fuch of the negroes as they could lay hold of with |
their hands. Others, being prepared with feveral §
handkerchics tied together, encircled with thefe as §
many as they were able.  While others, by means
of a ropz, effelted the fame purpofe. It iz fcarcely §
pofible to defcribe the confufion of wn.ch this i‘
mode of {ciling is produltive. It likewife caufes §

much §
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% much animofity among the purchalers, who, not
- unfrequently upon thefe occafions, fall out and
I quarrel with each other. The poor aftonifhed ne-
grocs were fo much terrified by thefe proceedings,
that feveral of them, through fear, chimbed over
thc walls of the court yardy and ran wild about the
town ; but were foon hunted down, and retaken.
While on a former voyage from Africa to King-
fton in Jamaica, I faw a fale there by fcramble on
i board a fnow. The negroes were collected toge-
ther upon the main and quarter decks, and the fhip
{ was darkencd by fails fufpended over them, in or-
! der to prevent the purchafers from being able to fee,
fo as to pick or chufe. The fignal being given,
the buyers rufhed in, as ufual, to feize their prey;
when the negroes appeared to be extremely terri-
' fied, and near thirty of them jumped into the fea.

But they were all foon retaken, chiefly by boats
' from other fhips.

On board a fhip, lying at Port Maria, in Ja-
maica, I faw another fcramble ; in which, as ufual,
the poor negroes were greatly terrified. The wo-
men, in particular, clang to each other in agonies
fcarcely to be conceived, fhrieking through cxcefs
of terror, at the favage manner in which their
brutal purchafers rufhed upon, and feized them.
Though humanity, one fhould imagine, would

diétate
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Jdictate the captains to apprize the poor nearocs of
the mode by which they were to be fold, and by
that means to guard them, in {ome degree, azainft
the furprize and terror which muft attend it, I never ;
knew that any notice of the fcramble was given to :
them. Nor have [ any reafon to think that 1t is
done ; or that this mode of fale is lefs frequent at f
this time, thau rormerly.

Various are the deceptions made ufe of in the §
difpofal of the fick flaves; and many-of thefe, fuch §
as muft excite in every humane mind, the livelieft
{cnfations of horror. I have been well informed,
that a Liverpool captain boafted of his havingk;
cheated fome Jews by the following ftratagem: Af

Jot of flaves, aficted with the flux, béing about to ;

the anus of each of them with oakum. Thuspre. g
'pared, they were landed, and taken to the accuf-
tomed place of fale; where, being unable to ftand ¥
but for a very fhort time, they are ufually permit-
ted to fit. The Jews, when they examine them,
oblige them to ftand up, in order to fec if there be |
any difcharge ; and when they do not perceive this £
appearance, they confider it as a {ymptom of reco-
very. In the prefent inftance, fich an appearance
E’c’ing prevented, the bargain was ftruck, and they
were a¢cordingiy foid.  But it was not long before
| a difcovery
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% a difcovery enfued. The excruciating pain which

E the prevention of a diicharge of fuch an acrimoni-

'f ous naturc occafloned, not being to be borne by

} the poor wretches, the temporary obftruStion was
i' removed, and the deluded purchafers were fpeedily
convinced of the impofition.

So grievoufly are the negroes fometimes af-
flifted with this troublefome and painful diforder,
that I have feen large numbers of them, after be-
ing landed, obliged, by the virulence of the com-
plaint, to ftop almoft every minute, as they paf-
{ed on.

Tircatment
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Treatment of the Sailors.

THE evils attendant on this inhuman ti*afﬁck, |
are not confined to the purchafed negroes. The g
{ufferir.gs of the {eamen employed in the flave-
trade, from the unwholefomenefs of the climatc,
the inconveniencies of the voyage, the brutal feve- :'
rity of the commanders, and other caufes, fall very |
little fhort, nor prove in proportion to the nums |
bers, lefs deftructive to the failors than negroes. |

The failors on board the Guinea fthips, are not ?
allowed always an equal quantity of beef and pork -h
with thofe belonging to other merchant thips. In |
thefe articles they are frequently much ftinted, par-
ticularly when the negroes are on board ; part of §
the fteck laid in for the {ailors, being, as before 4
obferved, appropriated to their ufe. _'

With regard to their drink, they are generally :
denied grog, and are feldom allowed any thing but §
water to quench their thirft. This urges them,

when opportunity offers, at Bonny and other places §
on the coaft, to barter their clothes with the na-
tives, for Englifh brandy, which the-Africans ob- |
tain, among other articles, in exchange for flaves; |
and they frequently leave themfelves nearly naked, |
in order to indulge an excefs in fpirituous liquors.

In}
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: in this ftate, they are often found lying on the
deck, and in different parts of the fhip, expofed to
the heavy dews, which 1n thofe ciimates fall during
 the night 3 notwithftanding the deck is ufually
§ wathed every evening, This frequently caufes
 pains in the head and limbs, accompanied with a
f fever, which generally, in the courfe of a few days,
i occafions their death.

The temporary houfe conftructed on the deck,

§ affords but an indifferent fhelter from the weather ;
| et the failors are obliged to lodge under it, as all
{ the parts between decks are occupied by, or kept

for, the negroes. 'The cabin is frequently full,

t and when this is the cafe, or the captain finds the

heat and the ftench intolerable, be quits his cot,

which is ufually hung over the flaves, and fleeps in

the round-houfe, if there¢ be one, as there 15 in
many fhips.

The foul air that arifes from the negroes when
they are much crowded, 1s very noxtous to the
crew 3 and this is not a little increafed by the addi-
tional heat which the covering over the fhip occa-
fions. The mangrove fmoke is likewife, as before
obferved, produchive of diforders among them.

Nor are they better accommodated after they
leave the coaft of Africa, During the whole of
the pallage to the Weft-Indies, which in general

D falts
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lafls feven wecks, or two months, they are ob.
lized, for want of room between decks, to keep
upon deck. This expofure to the weather, is alfo
found very prejudicial to the health of the failors,
and frequently occafions fevers, which generally
prove fatal. 'The only refemblance of a fhelter, is
a tarpawling thrown over the booms, which even
before they leave the coaft, is generally fo full of
holes, as to afford fcarce any defence againit the
wind or the rain, of which a confiderable quantity
ufually falls during this paffage.

Many other caufes contribute to affect the health
of the failors. The water at Bonny, which they
are obliged to drink, is very unwholefome ; and
together with their fcanty and bad diet, and the
cruel ufage they receive from the officers, tends to
impoverifh the blood, and render them extremely
fufceptible of putrid fevers and dyfenterics.,

The feamen, whole health happens to be im-
paired, arc difcharged, on the arrival of the fhips
in the Weft-Indies; and as foon as they get on
fhore, they have rccourfe to ipirituous liquors, to
which they are the more prone, on account of be-
ing denied grog, or even any liquor but water,
during their being aboard ; the confequence of
which is, a certain and {peedy deftruttion. Num-
bers likewile die in the Welt-India iflands, of the

fcurvy,
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{curvy, brought on in confequence of poverty of
dict, and expofure to all weathers.

I am now come to 2 part of the l'uﬁ'crings of
the failors who are employed in the flave-trade, of
which, for the honour of human nature, I would

willingly decline giving an account ; that is, the
treatment they receive from their officers, which
makes no inconfiderable addition to the hardfhips
and ailments juft mentioned, and contributes not a
little to rob the nation annually, of a confiderable
number of this valuable body of men. However,
as truth demands, and the occalion requires it, 1
will relate fome of the ctrcumitances of this kind,
which fell under my own immediate obfervation,
during the feveral voyages 1 made in that line.

In one of thefe, I was witnefs to the following
inftance of cruel ufage : Molt of the failors were
treated with brutal feverity ; but one in particular,
a man advanced 1n years, cxperienced it in an un-
common depree. Having made fome complaint
relative to his allowance of water, and this being
conftrucd into an infult, one of the officers feized
him, and with the blows he beltowed upon him,
beat out feveral of his teeth. Not content with
this, while the poor old man was yet bleeding, one
of the iron pump-bolts was fixed in his mouth,
and kept there by a piece of rope-yarn tied round

D2 his
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his head. Being unzble to fpit out the blood
which flowed from the wound, the man was almoft
choaked, and obliged to' fwallow it. He was then
ticd to the rail of the quarter -deck, baving declared,
upon being gagged, that he would jump overboard
and drown himfelf. About two hours afterwards
he was taken from the quarter deck rail, and faften-
ed to the gratinz companion of the {teerage, under
the half deck, where he remained all night with a
centinel placed over him,

A voung man on board one of the fhips, was
frequently beaten in a very {evere manner, tor very
trifiing faulis. ‘This was done fometimes with
what is termed a cat, {an inftrument of correction,
which confifts of a handle or fiem, made of a rope
three inches and a half in circumference, and about
eighteen inches in length, at one of which are faf-
tened nine branches, or tails, compofed of log-line,

vith three or more knots upon each branch), and
{fometimes he was beat with a2 bamboo. Being one

day cruelly beaten with the latter, the poor lad, un-
zble to endure the {evere ufage, leaped out of one of
the gun ports on the larboard {ide of the cabin, into

the river. He, however, providentially efcaped
being devoured by the fharks, and was taken up by
a canoe belonging to one of the black traders then
Iying along-fide the veflel, As foon as he was

brought
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brought on board, he was dragged to- the guarter-
deck, and his head forced into a tub of water, which
had been left there for the negroe women to wath
their hands in. In this fituation he was kept till
he was nearly fuffocated ; the perfon who held him,
exclaiming, with the malignity of a demon, «If
you want drowning, I will drown you myfelf.”
Upon my inquiring of the young man, if he knew
the danger to which he expofed himfelf by jumping
~overboard, he replied, ¢ that he expelled to be de-
“youred by the fharks, but he preferred even that,
“to being treated daily with fo much cruelty.”
Another feaman having been in fome degree
negligent, had a long chain fixed round his neck,
at the end of which was faftened a log of wood,
In this {ituation he performed his duty, (from
which he was not in the leaft {pared) for feveral
weeks, till at length he was nearly exhaufted by
fatigue 3 and after his releafe frem the log, he was
frequently beaten for trivial faults. Once, in
particular, when an accident happened, through
the carelefsnefs of another feaman, he was tied up,
although the fault was not in the leaft imputable to
him, along with the other perfon, and they were
both flogged till their backs were raw. Chian pep-
per was then mixed in a bucket, with falt water,
and with this the harrowed parts of the back of the

D 3 unofrending
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unoffending feaman were wathed, as an addition to
his torture. |

The fame feaman having at another time accl-
dentally broken 2 plate, a fith-gig “was thrown at
him with great violence. The fifh-gig is an in-
firument ufed for ftriking fith, and confifts of feve-
ral ftrong barbed points fixed on a pole, about fix
feet long, loaded at the end with lead. The man
efcaped the threatening danger, by flooping his
head, and the miffile weapon ftruck in the barri-
czdo. Knives and forks were at other times thrown
at him ; and a large Newfoundland dog was fre-
quently fet at him, which, thus encouraged, would
not only tear his clothes, but wound him, At
length, after feveral fevere floggings, and other
11! treatment, the poor fellow appeared to be to-
tally infenfible to beating, and carelefs of the
eveat.

I muft here add, that whenever any of the crew
were beaten, the Newfcundland doz, juft men-
tioned, from the encouragcment he met with,
weuld generally ieap upon them, tear their clothes,
and bite them. He was particularly inveterate
2gainft one of the feamen, who, from being often
knocked dewn, and feverely beaten, appeared
quite ftupidy and incapable of doing his duty. In

this
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this ftate he was taken on board another fhip, and
rctumed to Eng]and.

i In one of my voyages, a fcaman came on board
the fhip 1 belonged to, while on the coaft, as a
{ paflenger to the Weft-Indies. He was juft reco-
| vered from a fever, and notwithftanding this, he
| was very unmercifully beaten during the paffage,
which, together with the feeble ftate he was in at
the time, rendered him nearly incapable of walking,
and it was but by ftealth, that any medical affift-
ance could be given to him.

A young man was likewife beaten and kicked al-
moft daily, for trifling, and even imaginary faults.
The poor youth happening to have a very bad toe,
through a hurt, he was placed as a centry over the
fick flaves, a ftation which required much walking.
This, in addition to the pain it occafioned, in-
creafed a fever he already had, Soon after he was
compelled, although fo ill, to fit on the gratings,
and being there overcome with illnefs and fatigue,
he chanced to fall afleep; which being obferved
from the quarter-deck, he was foon awakened, and
with many oaths, upbraided for negle&t of duty.
He was then kicked from the gratings, and fo
cruelly beaten, that it was with great difficulty
he crawled tc one of the officers who was more

humane, and complaining of the cruel treatment
Da he
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he had juft received, petitioned for a little barley.
water { which was kept for the fick flaves ) to quench
the intolerable thirft he experienced.
Another {eaman was knocked down feveral times
a day for faults of no deep dve. It being obferved
at one time, that the hen coops had not been re-
moved by the failors who were then wathing the
eck, nor wafhed under, which it was his duty to |
fee done, one of the officers immediately knocked |
him down, then feized and dragged him to the]
frern of the velitl, where he threw him violently}
againft the deck. By this treatment, various parts
of his body was much bruifed, his face fwelled, |
and he had a bad eye for a fortmight. He was af-
terwards feverely beaten for a very trifling fault,
and kicked il he fell down. When he got on}
fhore in the Weft-Indies, he carried his fhirt, ]
{tzined with the blood which had flowed from his
weunds, to ene of the magiftrates of the ifland, §
and apnlied to him for redrefs ; but the {hip being §
configned to one of them, all the redrefs he could §
procure, was his dilcharge,
Mlany other inftances of fimilar feverity might §
te produccd ; but the foregoing will fuffice, to
give fome idea of the treatment feamen are liable
to, and generally experience in this employ ; the
confequerice of which 1s ufually defertion or death. |
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Of the former 1 wiil give one inflance.. While
a fhip I belonged to lay at Bonny, early one morn-
ing near a dozen of the crew deferted in one of the
| Jong boats. ‘They were driven to this deiperate
meafure, as one of them afterwards informed e,
- by the crucl treatment they had experienced on
~ board. T'wo of them, in particular, had been fe-
verely beaten and flogged the preceding Hay. One
of thefe having negleted to fee that the arms of
“the fhip were kept fit for ufe, was tied up to the
mizen fhrouds, and after being ftripped, very fe-
verely flogged on the back ; his trowfers were then
pulled down, and the flogging was repeated. The
other feaman, who was eftcemed a careful, cleanly,
fober fellow, had been punifhed little lefs feverely,
though it did not appear that he had been guilty at
that time of any fault.

It is cuftomary for moft of the captains of the
flave {hips to go on fhore every evening to do bu-
finefs with the black traders, Upon thefe occa-
fions many of them get intoxicated, and when they
return on board, give proofs of their inebriation,
by beating and ill ufing fome or other of the crew.
This was the prefent cafe ; the feaman here fpoken
of, was beaten, without any reafon being afligned,
with a knotted bamboo, for a confiderzble time ;

by
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by which ke was very much bruifed, and being be.
fore in an ill fate of health, fuffered conﬁdcrabl}
Irritated by the ill ufage which all of them, in
thelr turn, had experienced, they refolved to at-
tempt an efcape, and effeted it early in the morn.
inz. ‘The perfon on the watch difcovered, that

the net-work on the main deck had been cut, and
thzt one of the long-boats was gone ; and, upon

farther examination it was found, that near a dozen
of the feamen were miffing. A few hours after,
the captain went in the cutter in purfuit of the de-
ferters, but without fuccefs. )

On my return to England, I received from one
of them, the following account of their adventures
during this undertaking.

When they left the veflel, they propeofed going to
Old Calzbar, being determined to pertfh, rather
than return to the fthip. All the provifions they §
took with them was, a2 bag containing about half §
a hundred weight of bread, half a fmall cheefe, and
a cafx of water of about 38 gallons. "They made f
a {21l of 2 hammock, and ere@ed one of the boat’s §
oars for a maft. Thus flenderly provided, theyE
dront down the river of Bonny, and kept along the §
cozit ; but miftakiaz one river for another, they[
were fzized by the natives, who ftripped them, and g
marched them acrofs the country, for a confidera- p
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ble diftance, to the place to which they themlelves
intended going. During the march {everal were
taken ill, and fome of them died. Thefe who fur-
vived, were fold to an Esnglith fhip which lay there.
Every one of thefe deferters, except three, died on
the coafty or during their paflage to the Weit-]In-
dies; and one of the remaining three died feen af-
ter his arrival there, So that only two out of the
whole number lived to arrive in England, and
thofe in 2 very infirm {tate of health.

While I am upon the fubject of the defertions
among the failore, I muft add, that the captains in
this trade generally take out with them tobacco
and flops, which they fell at an exorbitant price
to the failors, And in cafe of their defertton or
deceafe, they have it in their power to charge to
the feamens accounts, whatever quantity they pleafe,
without contradiction. This proves an additional
reafon for crucl ufage. In cafe of defertion, the
failors forfeit their wages, by which the cxpences of
the voyage are leflened, and confequently the mer-
chants reap benefit from it.

The relation juft given of the barbarities exer-
cifed by the officers in the flave trade, upon the
feamen under their command, may appear to thofe
who are unacquainted with the method in which
this iniquitous branch of coinmerce is condudted,

to
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to be exzapgerated. But I can aflure them, tha|
every inftance is confined within the {tricteft bounds }
of truth. Many others may likewife be brought]
to prave, that thofe I have recited are by no means|
fingular. Indeed, the reverfe of this conduct would |
be efteemed a finzularity. For the common prac. |
tice of the officers in the Guinea tradey I am forry|
to fay it, will, with a very few exceptions, juftify§
the affertion, that to harden the feelings, and to in- §

Ipire a delipht in grving torture to a fellow wreature, |
is the patural tendency of this unwarrantable traf. :
nek. It is but juftice however, that T except from |
this generzl cenfure, one captain with whom I}
faiicd.  Upon all occafions I found him to be 2§
humane confiderate man, and ever ready to allevi- §

ate the evils attendant on the trade, as far as they |
were to be leflened. -_

'T'ne anauzl diminution of Britith feamen by all
the foregoing caufes, is what next claims attention, §
and upon due inveftigation will be found, I fear, to §
be much more confiderable than it is generally fup-
pofed tobe.  As this is a queftion of great national §
importance, and cannot fail to evince the neceffity
of 2n abolition of the flave trade ; in order to con- §
vey to the public fome ideas of the deftructive ten-
dency of ity I will give an account of the ftatement |
of the lofs of a fhip, to which I belonged, during g

onc |
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one of her voyages, And though this flatement
may not be confidered as an average or the lofs up-
on each voyvage, which I have before cftimated, as
I would not with to exceed the mark, at one fourth,
and oftentimes one third. I have known inftances
1 where 1t has been greatly exceeded, as I fhall pre.-
g fently thew.

8 The crew of the thip T fpeak of, upon its depar-
iture from England, confifted of forty-fix perfons,
cxc]uﬁve of the captain, chief mate, and myfelf,
% Out of this number, we loft on the coaft cleven b
defertion (of whom only two, and thofe in 2 very
jinfirm ftate, ever arrived in England) and five by
ddeath. Three perithed in the middle paffage, of
" whom one was a paflenger. In the Weft-Indies,
! two dgicd, one of which was 2 pafienger from Bop.-
{ny. Live were difcharged at their own requeft,
i having been cruelly treated, and five delerted, ex-
j clufive of two who thipped themfelves at Bonny ;
of thefe ten, feveral were in o difeafed ftate ; and

probably, like moft of the feamen who are dif-
charged or defert from the Guinea {hips in the
iflands, never returned to their native country,

One died in our paffage from the Weft-Indies to
England ; and one, having been rendered Incapa-

ble of duty, was fent on board another fhip while
we lay at Bonny.

.}'
”
-
7.
g

Thus,
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‘Thus, out of the forty-fix perfons before-mey.
tioned, only hifteen returned home in the fhip. Ang]
feverzl, out of this fmall number, fo cnervated ipf
their conititutions, as to be of iiitle fervice in future-
they ware, on the contrary, reduced to the mourn. }
ful necefitv of becoming burthenfome to themfelve;
and to others. Qf the ten that deferted, or wep|
difcharzed 1n the Welt-Indies, little account cang
bz t2ken; it vzing extremely improbable that one)
half, perhaps nat a third, ever returned to thif
country, |

From hence it appzars, that there was a lofs inf
this vovage of thirty-one failors and upwards, ex|
ciuirve of the two failors who were paflengers, an:l
nct included a the fhip’s crew. I fay a /cy}gj
tiirty one, for though the whole of this number diff
not dte, yet if it be confidered, that feveral Ofthufe
vho returned to England in the fhip, or who mlght
have returned by other fhips, are likely to become i
burtien, inftead of beine ufcful to the commumty,
it wiil be readily acknoulﬂdncd I doubt not, thz]
the forzzoing fiatement does not exceed reality.

How worthv of {erious confideration js the dimi-}
nution here reprefented, of a body of people fo vaf
luzble 1n a commercial ftate ! But how much morf :
aiarming will this be, when it appears, as is reallj

the cafey that the lofs of fcamen in the voyage [ anj
fpeakmg ,-__



( 63 )

fpeaking of, 1 not equal to what is experienced
2 even by fome other fhips trading to Bonny and
# Calabar ; and much lefs than by thofe employed irt
| boating on thc Windward Coaft; where frequent-
i Jy there happens {uch a mortality among the crew,
;;s not to leave a {ufficient number of hands to na-
| vigate the fhips to the Weft-Indies. In the year
1786, I faw a fhip, belonging to Miles Barber,
and Co. at Cape Monferado, on the Windward
} Coaft, which had loft all the crew except three,
| from Joatixg 3 a praclice that proves extremely
deftrultive to failors, by expofing them to the
parching fun and heavy dews of Africa, for weeks
together, while they are feeking for negroes up the
' river, as before defcribed.
It might naturally be afked, as fuch are the
dangers to which the failors employed in the flave
trade are expoled from the intemperature of the
chmate, the inconveniencies of the voyage, and
the treatment of the ofhcers, how the captains are
able to procure a {ufhicient number to man their
fhips? 1 anfwer, that it is done by a feries of
fineffle and 1mpofition, aided not only by allure-
ments, but by threats.

There are certain publick-houfes, in which, for
interefted purpofes, the failors are trufted, and en-

couraged to run in debt. T'o the landlords of
the(e




( 61 )

‘thele houfes the captains apply : and a certain num-
ber being fixed on, the iandlord immediately infifts
upon their entering on board {uch a fhip, threaten-
g, in cafe of refufaly to arreft and throw them
into prifon. At the fame time the captain holds
out the allurements of a month’s pay in advance
above the fhips in any other trade, and the promife
of fatisfying their inexorabie landlords. Thus ter-
rifed on the one hand by the apprehenfions of a
prifon, and allured on tae other by the promifed
zdvance, they enter. And by this means a very
oreat proportion of the failors in the flave trade are
precured ; only a very fmall number of landmen
are employed. During the {everal voyages I have
been in the trade, I have not known the number to
exceed one for each voyage. The few fhips that
go out in time of war, generally take with them,
as other merchant thips do, a greater proportion of
landmen. And with regard to apprentices, we had
not afl}* on board the fhips 1 failed in, neither to
my knowledze have I ever {een any. So far is this
trade from proving a nurfery for our feamen.

By their articles, on entering on board fome
Guinea thips, the failors are reftrained, under for-
feiture of their wages, from applying, in cafe of
11l ufage, to any one for redrefs, except to fuch
perfons as thall be nominated by the owners or the

captain ;
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‘capta*in; and by others, to commerice an altion
againft the captain for bad treatment, incurs a
penalty of fifty pounds. Thefe reftrictions feem
to be a.tacit acknowledgment on the part of the
owners and captains, that ill treatmenr is to be
expected.

Having ftated the foregoing fa&ts relative to the
nature of this deftruétive and inhuman trafhck, I
fhall leave thofe, whofe more immediate bufinefs it
is, to deduce the neceflary conclufions ; and fhall
. proceed to give a few curfory obfervations on thofe
parts of the coaft of Africa already referred to;
confining myfelf to fuch as tend to an elucidation
of the flave trade, without entering miautely into
the {tate of the country.

E A fhore



A fhort Defeription of fuch Parts df|
the Coaft of Guinea, as are before

referred to.

BONNY, or BANNY, is a large town,
fituated in the Bight of Benin, on the Coaft o
Guinez, lving about twelve miles from the fea]
on the eaft fide of a river of the fame name, op-

pofite to  town called Peterforte-fide, It can_ﬁffs
of a confiderable number of very poor huts, builtf

of upright poles, plaiftered with a kind of red}
earth, and covered with mats. They are very|
low, being only one ftory. The floor is made of}
fand, which being conftructed on {fwampy ground,

does not long retain its firmnefs, but requires fre-§
quent rcpair.

The inhabitants fecure themfelves, in fome}
degree, againft the noxious vapours, which arife
from the fwamps and woods that furround thef
town, by ccnftantly keeping large wood fires inf
their huts. "They are extremely dirty and indolent;

which,|
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4 which, together with what thev call the fmates, (a
% noxious vapour, arifing from the fwamps about the

_-': fatter end of autunn) produces an epidemical
3 fever, that carries oft great numbers.

'T'he natives of Bonny belicve in one Supreme
. Being; but they reverence greatly a harmlefs ani-
{ mal of the lizard kind, called a Guana, the body
of which i1s about the fize of a man’s leg, and
} tapering towards its tail, nearly to a point. Great
I numbers of them run about the town, being en-
couraged and cherifhed by the inhabitants.

The river Bonny abounds with tharks of a very
laree fize, which are often feen in almoft incredible
rumbers about the flave fhips, devourine with
great difpatch the dead bodies of the negroes as
they are thrown overboard. "The bodies of the
fallors who die there, are buried .on a fandy point,
called Bonny Point, which lies about a quarter of
a mile from the town. It is covered at high wa-
ter ; and, as the bodies are buried but a {mall
depth below the furface of the fand, the ftench
anfing from them is fometimes very noxious.

The trade of this town confifts of {laves, and a
fmall quantity of ivory and palm-oil, the latter of
which the inhabitants ufe as we do butter; but its
chicf dependance is on the flave trade, in which it

E 2 exceeds
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exceeds any other place on the ccaft of Africa,
The only water here is rain water, which ftagnat-
ing in a dirty pool, 1s very unwholefomne. 1With:
this, as there is no better to be procured, the fhips
are oblized to fupply themfelves, though when drank
bv the failors it frequesitly occaflions violent pains in
the bowels, accompanied wita a diarrhcea.

Tue Winpwarp Coast of AFrica hasa
bezutiful appearance from the fea, being covered
with trees, which are green all the year. It pro-
duces rice, cotton, and indigo of the hrit quality,
ana likewife a variety of roots, fuch as yams,
cafave, {weet potatoes, &c. &c.  The foil is very
rich, and the rice which it produces, is fuperior to
that of Carolina; the cotton alfo is very fine. [t
has a number of fine rivers, that are navigable fo
{mall floops, a confiderable way up the country.

The natives are a ftrong hardy race, cfpecially
about Setrecrou, where they are always employed
in hunting and fithing. They are extremely
athletic and mufcular, and are very expert in the
water, and can {fwim for many miles. They can
likewife dive to almaft any depth. I have often
thrown pieces of iron and tobacc » =ip2s overboard,
which they have never failed brinaing up in thei
hand,

Their
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Their canoes are very {mall, not weighing above
’ twenty-eight pounds each, and feldom carrying
& 2bove two or three people. It is {urprizing to fee
with what rapidity they paddle themfelves through
the water, and to fce what a diftance they venture
# in them from the fhore. 1 have feen them eight
k or ninc miles diftant from it. In ﬂormy weather
the fea frequently fills them, which th2 p.rions in
them feem to difregard. When this has; ens, they
§ lcap into the fea, and taking hold of the ends of
§ the canoe, turn her over feveral times, till they
§ have emptied her of the chief part of the water ;
'. they then get in again, with great agility, and
i throw out the remainder with a fmall fcoop, made
for that purpofe.

;' They fell fome ivory and Malegetta pepper.
‘T'hey are very cleanly in their houfes, as likewife
. in cooking their vi¢tuals. The ivory on this coaft
| is very fine, cfpecially at Cape Lahoe. There
| are on this coaft {mall cattle.

{ The GoLp Coast has not fo pleafing an ap-
pearance from the fea, as the Windward coaft;
{ but the natives are full as hardy, if not more fo.
The reafon given for this is, that as their counfr}r
is not fo fertile as the Windward coaft, they are
obliged to labour more in the cultivation of rice

and
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and corny which is their chief food. They hay

he-e, as on the Windward coaft, hogs, goats

fowls, and ab: Jsnce of fine fifhy &c,  They ap

very fond of ¢ n vy and always get intoxicate|
when it 1s In their power to do fo. They ap
lizewife very b1 and refolute, and infurreétions
hcppen more frequently among them, when o
fhip board, than .monglt the negroes of any othe
part of the coatt.

The trade here is carried on by means of gold. |
duft, for which the Europeans give them goods,
fuch as pieces of India chintz, bafts, romals, guns
powder, tobzcco, brandy, pewter, iron, lead, cop.
per, knives, &c. &c.  After the gold duft is pur-}
chafec, 1t 1s again difpoled of to the natives for )
‘Their mede of reckoning in this traffic,§
iS b) ounces ; thus they fay they will have fo many§
ounces for a flave; and according to the number |
of fhips on the coaft, the price of thefe diff. s, I

The Engl .1 b ve feveral forts on the Gold coaft |
ae principle of which are, Cape Corft Caftle, and §
Anamzboe. The trade carried on at thefe fors |
is bartesing for negroes, which the governors fell
soain to the Huropean fhips, for the article before- §

mentioned.

‘The natives, as juft obferved, are a bold, refolute §

people. |
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people. During the laft voyage I was upon the coaft,
¢ 1 fiw 2 number of negroes on Cape Corfe Cattle,
fome of whom were part of the cargo of a fhip from
London, on whofe crew they had rifen, and, after
killing the captain, and moft of the failors, ran the
thip on fhore; but in endeavouring to make thejr
i elcape, moft of them were feized by the natives,
and refold.  Eighteen of thefe we purchafed from
(Governor Morgue. The Dutch have likewife g
ftrong fort on this coafty called Elmina, where they
carry on a confiderable trade for flaves. ~

The principal places of trade for negroes, are
Bonny and Calabar, The town and trade of
Bonny, I have alrcady deferibed.  That of Calae
bar is nearly fimilar. The natives of the latter

8 are of a much more delicate frage than thofe of
2 the Windward and Gold Coafts.

The natives of Angola are the mildeft, and
| moft expert in mechanicks, of any of the Africans,
| Their country is the moft plentiful of any in thofe
t parts, and produces different forts of grain, parti-
j cularly calavances, of which they feem, when op
| thip-board, to be extremely fond.  Here are Jjke.
| wife hogs, theep, goats, fowls, &c. in great abun-
| dance, infomuch, that when I was at the River-
Ambris, we could buy a fine fat {heep for a fmall

keg
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keg of gunpowder, the value of which was ﬁﬁugk
one fhilling and fixpence fterlimg.  They have alff}
great plenty of fine fith. I'have often feen turtly
caught, while fithing with a net for other ﬁﬂf}‘
They have a {pecies of wild cinnamony which hak
a very pungent tafte in the mouth.  The foil feenis
extremely rich, . and the vegetation luxuriant and

quick., . A perfon might walk for miles in the
country amidft wild jeflamin trees. j

The Portuguele have a larce town on this coaﬂ?,
named St. Paul’s, the inhabitants of which, and of
the country for many miles round, profefs thc
Roman Catholick Religion,  They are in gcnerailﬁ
ftrictly honett. The town of St. Paul is ftrongly

fortiied, and the Portugucfc do not fuffer any other
nation to trade there.,

THE END.



