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Context of Module
The module, taught in the Autumn Term, may be taken by students on the MA in History, Culture, Class and Power, the MA in History, or taught Master’s students outside the History Department.
Module Aims
This module introduces students to the history of experience (“Erfahrungsgeschichte”) and familiarises them with concepts of collective memory and memorial culture. The ways in which individuals, groups and nations tried to come to terms with experiences of war in the twentieth century and what shaped their different experiences and memories will be analysed. The focus of seminar discussions and core readings will be on both World Wars, but students will be able to explore a wider range of 20th- and 21st- century military conflicts in their assessed essays if they wish. The module has a comparative approach and will cover both Western and Eastern Europe/Russia on an equal basis. How do different cultural and social backgrounds prefigure war experiences and how are war, suffering and death memorialised? What do the different ways of memorialising the war tell us about nations and their national cultures? How different are war experiences and the memorialisation of war in and after the First and the Second World War?
Intended Learning Outcomes

Students will explore how war experiences and memories are shaped by class, gender, and nationality. They will analyse and compare war experiences, the meaning and the remembering of death and war in Eastern and Western Europe (the focus is on France, Great Britain, Germany, Poland and Russia).
Seminar 1: Course Overview: what shapes experiences and memories?
There is no separate reading list for this seminar.

Seminar 2 : Collective Memory and Memorial Culture: Theories and Methodological Approaches

Core Reading

· Assmann, Jan, ‘Collective Memory and Cultural Identity’, New German Critique, 65 (1995), pp. 125-133. JSTOR

· Becker, Annette, ‘Memory gaps: Maurice Halbwachs, Memory and the Great War’, Journal of European Studies, 35 (2005), pp. 102-113. 

· Crane, Susan A., ‘Writing the Individual Back into Collective Memory’, The American Historical Review 102 (1997), pp. 1372-1385. JSTOR

Further Reading

· Berliner, David, ‘The Abuses of Memory: Reflections on the Memory Boom in Anthropology’, Anthropological Quarterly 78 (2005), pp. 197-211. MUSE

· Berger, Peter, and Luckmann, Thomas, The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge (Harmondsworth, 1991) [1966].

· Clark, Noel K., and Stephenson, Geoffrey M. ‘Group Remembering’, in Paulus, Paul B. (ed.): Confino, Alon, 'Collective Memory and Cultural History: Problems of Method', American Historical Review, 102 (1997), pp. 1386-1403. JSTOR

· Connerton, Paul, How Societies Remember (Cambridge, 1989).
· Forty, Adrian and Susanne Küchler (eds), The Art of Forgetting (Oxford, New York, 2001).

· Fritzsche, Peter, ‘Review: The Case of Modern Memory’, The Journal of Modern History 72 (2001), pp. 87-117. JSTOR

· Gedi, Noa, and Elam, Yigal, ‘Collective Memory – What is it?’, History and Memory, 8 (1996), pp. 30-50. JSTOR

· Halbwachs, Maurice, ‘The Social Frameworks of Memory’, in Halbwachs, On Collective Memory, L.A. Coser (ed.) (Chicago, 1992) [1925].

· Kenny, Michael G., ‘A Place for Memory: The Interface between Individual and Collective History’, Comparative Studies in Society and History 41 (1999), pp. 420-437. JSTOR

· Klein, Kerwin L., ‘On the Emergence of Memory in Historical Discourse’, Representations, 69 (2000), pp. 127-150. JSTOR

· Middleton, D., and Edwards, D. (eds.), Collective Remembering (London, 1990).

· Nora, Pierre (1989) ‘Between Memory and History: Lex Lieux de Memoire’, Representations, 26 (1989), pp. 7-24. JSTOR

· Olick, Jeffrey K., ‘Collective Memory: The Two Cultures’, Sociological Theory 17 (1999), pp. 333-348. JSTOR

· Ricoeur, Paul, Memory, History, Forgetting (Chicago, 2004).

· Schacter, D.L. (ed.), Memory Distortion (Cambridge, Mass., 1995).

· Schwartz, Barry, ‘The Social Context of Commemoration: A Study in Collective Memory’, Social Forces 61 (1982) pp. 374-402.

· Zerubavel, Eviatar, Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past (Chicagto, 2003).

Seminar 3 : War Experiences in Eastern and Western Europe 1914-1921: class, gender and nation

Books for discussion

1. Bourke, Joanna, Dismembering the Male: Men's Bodies, Britain and the Great War (London, 1996).

2. Fussell, Paul, The Great War and Modern Memory (New York, 2000) [1975].

3. Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War (London, 1998).

4. Hanson, Neil, The Unknown Soldier. The Story of the Missing of the Great War (London, 2005).

Core Reading

· Edkins, Jenny, Trauma and the Memory of Politics (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 20-56 [= Chapter 2: Survivor memories and the diagnosis of trauma: the Great War and Vietnam].

· Harris, Ruth, ‘The “Child of the Barbarian”: Rape, Race and Nationalism in France during the First World War’, Past and Present, 141 (1993), pp. 170-206.

· Leed, Eric J., ‘Class and Disillusionment in World War I’, The Journal of Modern History 50 (1978), pp. 680-699.                            

Further Reading

· Bourke, Joanna, An intimate history of killing: face-to-face killing in twentieth-century warfare (London: Granta, 1999).

· Corrigan, Andrew, Mud, Blood and Poppycock (London, 2004).

· Gatrell, Peter, Russia’s First World War. A Social and Economic History (Harlow, 2005).

· Gilbert, M., First World War (London, 1994).

· Groot, Gerard de, The First World War (London, 2001).

· Herwig, Holger H., The First World War: Germany and Austria-Hungary, 1914-1918 (London, 1997).

· Holmes, Richard, The Western Front (London, 1999).

· Keegan, J., The First World War (London, 1998).

· Kocka, Jurgen, Facing Total War (German Society 1914-18) (Leamington, 1985).

· Leeds, Eric J., No Man's Land: combat & identity in World War I (Cambridge, 1979).

· MacDonald, Lynn, 1914-18: Voices and Images of the Great War (London, 1991).

· MacDonald, Lynn, To The Last Man (London, 1998).

· Ousby, Ian, The Road to Verdun: France, Nationalism and the First World War (London, 2003).

· Smith, L.V., S. Audoin-Rouzeau and A. Becker, France and the Great War 1914-1918 (Cambridge, 2003).

· Strachan, Hew, The First World War (London, 2006).

Seminar 4 : Giving meaning to death: discourses on war

Books for discussion

1. Ekstein, Modris, The Rites of Spring. The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (Boston, MA, 1989, pb: 2000).

2. Mosse, George L., Fallen Soldiers. Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars (New York, Oxford, 1990).

3. Winter, Jay,  Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning. The Great War in European Cultural History (Cambridge, 1998).

Core Texts

· Ashplant, T.G., Graham Dawson, and Michael Roper, ‘The Politics of War Memory and Commemoration: Contexts, Structures and Dynamics’, in Ashplant/Dawson/Roper (eds), Commemorating war: The politics of memory (New Brunswick, London, 2004), pp. 3-85.

· Cohen, Aaron J., Oh, ‘That? Myth, Memory, and World War I in the Russian Emigration and the Soviet Union’, Slavic Review, 62 (2003), pp. 69-86.

· Mosse, George L., ‘Two World Wars and the Myth of the War Experience’, Journal of Contemporary History 21 (1986), pp. 491-513.

· Prost, Antoine, ‘The Impact of War on French and German Political Cultures’, The Historical Journal 37 (1994), pp. 209-217.

· Winter, Jay, and Sivan Emmanuel, ‘Setting the Framework’, in Winter/Sivan (eds.), War and Remembrance in the Twentieth Century (Cambridge, 2000), pp. 6-39.

Further Reading

· Horne, J., and A. Kramer, German Atrocities, 1914: A History of Denial (New Haven, 2001)

· Laqueur, Thomas W. ‘Memory and Naming in the Great War”, in Gillis, John R. (ed.), Commemorations: The Politics of National Identity (Princeton NJ, 1994), pp. 150-167.

· Lerner, Paul Frederick, Hysterical Men: war, psychiatry, and the politics of trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Ithaca, 2003). RC 550 L3

· Merridale, Catherine, ‘War, Death, and Remembrance in Soviet Russia’, in Sivan/Winter, War and Remembrance, pp. 61-83.

· Mick, Christoph, ‘War and Conflicting Memories – Poles, Ukrainians and Jews in Lvov 1914-1939’, Dubnow Yearbook, 4 (2005), pp. 257-278.

· Stockdale, Melissa K., ‘United in Gratitude: Honoring Soldiers and Defining the Nation in Russia's Great War’, Kritika, 7 (2006), pp. 459-485. JSTOR

Seminar 5 : Memorial culture(s) after the Great War: Monuments and remembrance 
Books for discussion

1. Ashplant, T.G. et al. (eds.), The Politics of War Memory and Commemoration (Routledge, 2000).

2. Gregory, Adrian, The Silence of Memory: Armistice Day, 1919-1946 (London, 1994).

3. Lloyd, D.W., Battlefield Tourism: Pilgrimage and the Commemoration of the Great War in Britain, Australia and Canada, 1919-1939 (London, 1998).

4. Winter, Jay, Remembering War: The Great War between Memory and History in the Twentieth Century (New Haven, 2006).

Core Texts

· Edkins, Jenny, Trauma and the Memory of Politics (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 57-110 [Chapter 3: War Memorials and Remembrance: The London Cenotaph and the Vietnam Wall].

· King, Alex, ‘Remembering and Forgetting in the Public Memorials of the Great War’, in Forty/Küchler, The Art of Forgetting, pp. 147-169.

· Mayo, James M., ‘War Memorials as Political Memory’, Geographical Review 78 (1988), pp. 62-75.

· Sherman, Daniel J., ‘Art, Commerce, and the Production of Memory in France after World War I, in Gillis, Commemorations, pp. 186-214

Further Reading

· Hynes, S., A War Imagined: The First World War and English Culture (London, 1990)

· King, A., Memorials of the Great War in Britain: The Symbolism and Politics of Remembrance (Oxford, 1998)

· Piehler, G. Kurt, ‘The War Dead and the Gold Star: American Commemoration of the First World War’, in Gillis, Commemorations, pp. 168-185.

· Shanken, Andrew M., ‘Research on Memorials and Monuments’, Anales des Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas 84 (2004), pp. 163-172

· Sherman, Dankel J., ‘Bodies and Names: The Emergence of Commemoration in Interwar France’, American Historical Review, 103 (1998), pp. 443-466.

· Winter, Jay, ‘Forms of Kinship and Remembrance in the Aftermath of the Great War’, in Sivan/Winter, War and Remembrance, pp. 40-60.

Seminar 6 : War Experiences 1939-1945: class, gender and nation
Books for discussion

1. Bartov, Omar, Hitler’s Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and the War in the Third Reich (Oxford, 1991)

2. Berkhoff, Karel C., Harvest of Despair: Life and Death in Ukraine under Nazi Rule (Cambridge Mass., London, 2004).

3. Browning, Christopher, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland  (London, 1998).

4. Calder, Angus, The People’s War: Britain 1939-45 (London, 1969).

5. Summerfield, P. (ed.) Reconstructing Women’s Wartime Lives: Discourse and Subjectivity in Oral Histories of the Second World War (London, 1998).

6. Weiner, Amir, Making Sense of War: The Second World War and the Fate of the Bolshevik Revolution (Princeton, 2002).

Further Reading

· Freedman, J.R., Whistling in the Dark: Memory and Culture in Wartime London (Lexington, .Kentucky, 2002).

· Fussell, Paul, Wartime: Understanding and Behavior in the Second World War (Oxford, 1989).

· Glantz, D.M., Barbarossa: Hitler’s Invasion of Russia, 1941 (Stroud, 2001).

· Higonnet, Margaret (ed.), Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two World Wars (London, 1987).

· Markusen, Eric, and Kopf, David, The Holocaust and Strategic Bombing: Genocide and Total War in the Twentieth Century (Westview, 1995).

· Milward, Alan S., War, Economy and Society 1939-45 (Allen Lane, 1977).

Seminar 7 : Successes and failures to give meaning to death after 1945

Books for discussion

1. Connelly, Mark, We can take it! Britain and the Memory of the Second World War (London, 2004).

2. Young, James, The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning (New Haven, 1993).

3. LaCapra, Dominick, History and Memory after Auschwitz (Ithaca, 1998).

4. Zimmerman, Joshua D., Contested Memories: Poles and Jews during the Holocaust and Its Aftermath ( New Brunswick, 2003).

Core Texts

· Koonz, Claudia, ‘Between Memory and Oblivion: Concentration Camps in German Memory’, in Gillis, Commemorations, pp. 258-280.

· Wieviorka, Annette, ‘From Survivor to Witness: Voices from the Shoah’, Sivan/Winter, War and Remembrance, pp. 125-141.

· Wróbel, Piotr, ‘Double Memory: Poles and Jews after the Holocaust, East European Politics and Societies, 11 (1997), pp. 560-574.
Further Reading

· Edkins, Jenny, Trauma and the Memory of Politics (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 111-214 [= Chapter 4: Concentration Camp Memorials and Museums: Dachau and the US Holocaust Memorial Museum; Chapter 5: Testimony and Sovereign Power after Auschwitz: Holocaust Witness and Kosovo Refugees].

· Geyer, Michael, ‘The Place of the Second World War in German Memory and History’, New German Critique, 71 (1997), pp. 5-40.

· Hoffenberg, P.H., ‘Landcsape, Memory and the Australian War Experience’ Journal of Contemporary History 26 (2001), pp. 111-31.

· Jarausch, Konrad H. and Michael Geyer (eds), Shattered Past: Reconstructing German Histories (Princeton, 2003).

· Merridale, Catherine, Night of Stone – Death and Memory in Russia (London, 2000).

· Popkin, Jeremy D., ‘Holocaust Memories, Historians’ Memoirs’, History and Memory 15 (2003), pp. 49-84. MUSE

· Weiner, Amir, ‘The Making of a Dominant Myth: The Second World War and the Construction of Political Identities within the Soviet Polity’, Russian Review, 55 (1996), pp. 638-660.

· Zerubavel, Rael, ‘The Death of Memory and the Memory of Death: Masada and the Holocaust as Historical Metaphors’, Representations 45 (1994), pp. 72-100.

· Zertal, Idith, ‘From the People’s Hall to the Wailing Wall: A Study in Memory, Fear, and War’, Representations, 69 (2000), pp. 96-126.

Seminar 8 : Exhibiting the war: war museums and memorials

Books for discussion

1. Catalogues of War Museums

Core Texts

· Cornish, Paul, ‘’Sacred Relics’. Objects in the Imperial War Museum 1917-39, in Nicholas J. Saunders (ed.), Matters of Conflict. Material Culture, Memory and the First World War (London, New York, 2004, pp. 35-50.

· Schleifman, Nurit, ‘Moscow's Victory Park: A Monumental Change’, History and Memory, 13 (2001), pp. 5-34. JSTOR

· Sherman, Daniel J., ‘Objects of Memory: History and Narrative in French War Museums’, French Historical Studies 19 (1995), pp. 49-74. JSTOR

· Whitmarsh, Andres, ‘”We will remember them”. Memory and Commemoration in War Museums, Journal of Conservation and Museum Studies 7 (2001), pp. 1-15. WWW 

Further Reading

· Kane, Kathryn, Visions of War: Hollywood combat films of World War II (Ann Arbor, 1982). 

· Mayo, James M., ‘War Memorials as Political Memory’, Geographical Review, 78 (1988), pp. 62-75

· Young, James E., ‘The Biography of a Memorial Icon: Nathan Rapoport’s Warsaw Ghetto Monument’, Representations, 26 (1989), pp. 69-106. JSTOR

Seminar 9 : Remembrance day revisited: the memory of World Wars in today’s Europe

Books for discussion

1. Babington, Anthony, Shell-shock: a history of the changing attitudes to war neurosis (London: Leo Cooper, 1997).

2. Capdevila, Luc and Danièle Voldman, War Dead. Western Societies and the Casualties of War (Edinburgh, 2006).

3. Ferguson, Niall, The War of the World: Twentieth Century Conflict and the Descent of the West (New York, 2007).

4. Paris, M., Warrior Nation: Images of War in British Popular Culture 1850-2000 (London, 2002).

Core Texts
· Brueckenhaus, Daniel, ‘A European Memory?’ (manuscript).

· Edkins, Trauma and the Memory of Politics, pp. 215-233. [= Chapter 6: Conclusion: The Return of the Political – the Memory of Politics].

· Winter, Jay, The Generation of Memory: Reflections on the ‘Memory Boom’ in Contemporary Historical Studies, German Historical Institute Bulletin, 27 (2000). WWW

Further Reading

· Malkasian, C., A History of Modern Wars of Attrition (Westport, 2002).

· Noakes, J., (ed.) The Civilian in War (London, 1992). LG

· Prost, Antoine, ‘The Algerian War in French Collective Memory’, in Sivan/Winter, War and Remembrance, pp. 161-176.

· Schivelbusch, W., The Culture of Defeat: On National Trauma, Mourning and Recovery (New York, 2003).

Illustrative Bibliography
Karel C. Berkhoff, Harvest of Despair: Life and Death in Ukraine under Nazi Rule (Cambridge Mass., London, 2004)

Joanna Bourke, Dismembering the Male: Men's Bodies, Britain and the Great War (London, 1996)

Alon Confino, 'Collective Memory and Cultural History: Problems of Method', American Historical Review, 102 (1997), pp. 1386-1403

Jenny Edkins, Trauma and the Memory of Politics (Cambridge, 2003)

Adrian Forty and Susanne Küchler (eds), The Art of Forgetting (Oxford, New York, 2001)

John R. Gillis (ed.), Commemorations: The Politics of National Identity (Princeton NJ, 1994)

Adrian Gregory, The Silence of Memory: Armistice Day, 1919-1946 (London, 1994)

Konrad H. Jarausch and Michael Geyer (eds), Shattered Past: Reconstructing German Histories (Princeton, 2003)

Lyn MacDonald, 1914-18: Voices and Images of the Great War (London, 1991)
Catherine Merridale, Night of Stone – Death and Memory in Russia (London, 2000)

George L. Mosse, Fallen Soldiers. Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars(Oxford, 1994)

Amir Weiner, Making Sense of War: The Second World War and the Fate of the Bolshevik Revolution (Princeton, 2002)

Jay Winter, Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning. The Great War in European Cultural History (Cambridge, 1998)

Jay Winter, War and Remembrance in the 20th Century (Cambridge, 2000)
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