
 

http://www.migrationwatchuk.com/Briefingpaper/document/48 

Conclusion 

16.1. Britain has experienced many relatively small episodes of immigration over the centuries. For nearly a 

thousand years migration was on a very small scale compared to the size of the population. In the decades between 

the Second World War and the late 1990s, foreign immigration grew steadily at a relatively modest rate before 

declining in the late 1960s and becoming fairly stable between 1971 and 1981. The massive increase in the level of 

migration since the late 1990s is utterly unprecedented in the country’s history, dwarfing the scale of anything that 

went before. 
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