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INTRODUCTION: THE LIVES OF
VICTOR KLEMPERER

Escape

Nobody talked much as the expedition crossed the moon. There was nothing

appropriate to say. One thing was clear: Absolutely everybody in the cify was
supposed to be dead, regardless of what they were, and that anybody that moved
in it represented a flaw in the design. There were to be no moon men at all.

Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse 5

At the beginning of February 1945 there were 198 registered Jews, including
Victor Klemperer, left in the City and district of Dresden. The remainder of the
1,265 who had still been in the City in late 1941 had been deported to Riga,
to Auschwitz, to Theresienstadt ! Many were shot or gassed on arrival. (Some
had committed suicide on receiving notice of deportation.) A handful sur-
vived.®

All the remaining Jews in Dresden had non-Jewish wives or husbands. This
had placed them in a relatively privileged position,” but made them dependent
on the courage and tenacity of their marriage partners. If the ‘Arvan’ spouse

died or divorced them, they would immediately be placed on the deportation

list. The majority of such couples and families had been ghettoised, together
with the less privileged Jews, in

a dwindling number of ‘Jews’ Houses’,
On the morning of luesday, 13 February, all Jews considered capable of
physical labour were ordered to report for deportation early on Friday, 16
February. The ‘mixed marriages’ of Dresden were finally to be split up. Victor
Klemperer regarded it as a death sentence for himself and the others.

Then, ‘on the evening of this 13 February the Catastrophe overtook Dresden:
the bombs fell, the houses collapsed, the phosphorus flowed, the burning
beams crashed on to the heads of Aryans and non-Aryans alike and Jew and
Christian met death in the same firestorm; whoever of the bearers of the star

Was spared by this night was delivered, for in the general chaos he could
€scape the Gestapo.'*

Victor Klemperer and the other Jews who survived the Allied raid and the

subsequent firestorm had experienced a double miracle, had been doubly
lucky. They were a ‘flaw in the design’ twice over.
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fusion following the destruction of tll'le city, Uich::r Kiempemr

. thE'FGn ellow Jew’s star and he and his wife merged with the Other
pUHEd - t!:}e. }; {[h‘} city. "n was easy enough for them to claim they had
mhahlt.&“:’ ;: Mgm-'ertht-!ms, afraid of being recognised and denounced the
:::;:ZE:TII;EPH”{ ;':IL‘I'UES Germany for the H.L‘Kt three months, until‘ ﬁna!ﬁly the
village they had reached in southern Bavaria was overrun by American forces

Contradictions | e =
On the night of the Dresden firestorm. during which Victor Klemperer esCaped

both Gestapo and Allied bombs, he was already sixty-three, H':‘I Was born in
1881, the youngest child of Wilhelm Klemperer, rabbi in the little town of
Landsberg on the Warthe (today the Polish town of t.’nrmjﬂf Wielkopolski), In
the eastern part of the Prussian province of Brandenburg. Three brothers ang
four sisters survived into adulthood; the famous conductor Otto Klemperer
was a cousin, but there was little contact between the two parts of the family.
By the time Victor was nine. his tather, after an unhappy interlude with the
nfthudnx congregation at Bromberg (today Bydgoszcz), had been appointed
sécond preacher of the Berlin Reform Longregation. The whole f':imilj.-'appear.g
to have felt relieved at the change and, accordi ng to his EHJ“-‘*“mgf'alﬁh}’- Victor
immediately relished the freedom and excitement of the big city.

Observance at the Reform Synagogue was €xtremely liberal. The Services
themselves were conducted almost entirely in German and, on a Sunda}:,
heads were not covered, men and women sdl together. Further, there was no
bar mitzvah; instead, at the age of fifteen or sixteen boys and girls were
confirmed together on Easter Sunday. There w €I€ neither Sabbath restrictions
nor dietary prescriptions. The SEImMons seem, to some degree, to have expressed
the ethical tradition of the German Enlightenment. In Othe
dpproximated Protestant practice and Judaism here became

Progressive as it could be while still retaining a Jewish
the norm among Jewish congregations but it is neve
tradition of merging with the dominant culture. I'he Reform dynagogue can
perhaps be regarded as something of a halfway house to conversion to Prot-
€stantism, which had become common in Prussia since the early nineteenth
Century. (The parents of Karl Marx and Feljx Mendelssohn were only among
the most pmmfnemexampler conversion, of course. remained for a long time
4 condition of state service.) Wilhelm Klemperer rajsed little objection when
his own sons were baptized as Protestants, | ndeed, Victor K lemperer’s three
elder brothers seem to have gone out of their way to deny their Jewish origins.
The biographical note prefacing the doctoral thesis of Georg Klem perer, the
Oldest brother, begins with the words. 1'was born the son of 4 country cleric’,

Ge.-nrg Klemperer — sixteen years Victor’s senior - Was only in his thirties by

of Germany’s most respected
e also successtul, the former

I Words, services

ds rational and
identity. This was not
I'theless exemplary of a
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(The sisters were much less free and had Jewish husbands more or less chosen
for them.)

Wearying of school and perhaps even more of the tyrannv of {’jl:urg, who
dominated the family after the move to Berlin, Victor Klemperer did not
continue to the upper forms. As a compromise, however, he agreéed to become
a commercial apprentice in a fancy goods company exporting trinkets and
souvenirs forsale in English seaside resorts. This move seems to nave convinced
the eldest brother of Victor's lack of ability and determination. Victor Klem-
perer was never to shake off the feeling that Georg condescended to him and
regarded him as a dilettante.

The apprenticeship, at anyrate, did not lead anywhere. Victor Klemperer had
entered it with dreams of future independence. Within three years, however,
intellectual and literary interests gained the upper hand: he also became a
passionate theatregoer. (It was at this period, in his seventeenth year, that he
began to keep a diary.) He went back to school, attending the same Cymnasium
in Landsberg as his brothers and living in lodgings in the town. lhis time he
completed his schooling and was primus of his final year - something like
head boy.

He then enrolled at Munich L'nh‘ersit}' to study literature and languages
and was increasingly drawn to French literature. He spent terms in Geneva
and Paris before returning to Berlin to complete the first part of his university
studies. It was in Geneva that he discovered Voltaire as a writer and tound his
Own spirit of tolerant scepticism confirmed. ‘Ferney’ (where Voltaire lived in
exile from France) ‘was the best thing about Geneva’, Klemperer was later to
write, and the visit to Voltaire's house was like a pilgrimage.

Victor Klemperer had now tound his way intellectually, but a commitment
to a hgure like Voltaire was unlikely to make for a smooth academic career,
Before 1914, in German universities, the study of Romance literatures and
culture was dominated by hostility to the superficial’ ideas of the French
Enlightenment. In fact. Klemperer was unable to find a suitable professor
with whom to undertake a doctoral thesis on Voltaire and, to his brothers'’
consternation, threw up his studies once again. For the next few years, from
1905, he tried to make a living as a writer and literary journalist. At this point
it may also be dpposite to note that, for all the scholarliness he was to
display in the future Klemperer never on the whole seems to have felt really
Comfortable with other academics, even liberal Ones, or in conventional
middle-class settings in general. Although he loved teaching he did not deal
very well with the social aspects of his profession, In his diaries he often
dppears more at ease with 'practical’ people or with craftsmen.*

Relations with severa of his siblings went from bad to worse with Klem-
PErers romance with Eva Schlemmer, a musician from a Protestant family in
Konigsberg. They married in 1906. The wedding did not find favour with
either family: on Fva’s side because some of her relatives objected to her
Marrying a Jew; on Victor's side because his brothers did not consider her 2
800d enough match. Nevertheless, Victor Klemperer was to share his life with
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Eva for the next forty-five years. And in this mﬂrria’ge '-'il'lit re’ is the a;_npmpriate
word. In a speech on the occasion of [-:lempen:?rﬁs St':.'EﬂJl}-'-ﬁft'h birthday jj
1957, the couple’s long-standing friend Auguste ‘Gush [:aacar (w ﬁu ﬂ?pears in
the diaries under her married name Wieghardt) said, “What especially fas.

cinated me about the two Klemperers, was th'—’_“j"tff“‘f'i‘hlill -:‘Dmmunrit}? of

property” in which they lived and worked.™ In llns ~_£lu l'ﬂhililg!"ﬂ ph Y, {?t:n:rz:i:;m

Vitae, Klemperer wrote that as a young man I11.:: hdf.[ bteen umvujmed c?f the

justice of women's emancipation. Whatever r.hrhcultfut; in [rhf_' relatm}nshlP are

evident or implied in the diaries (and given that Victor Klemperer’'s Writing
and then academic career took precedence), it is clear that every aspect of
intellectual and political life was subjected to intense discussion.

Having abandoned university, and living in Berlin once more, Klempere;
demonstrated a tremendous energy in producing poems, stories, anthologies,
articles, reviews, biographies, largely on contemporary German themes, One
of his most reliable sources of income came from the lectures on literary
subjects which he gave to Jewish societies throughout Germany, though it
was, in fact, towards the end of this period that he converted fully to Prot.
estantism. The young couple had a particular enthusiasm for the cinema ang,
in addition to a number of shorter pieces, Victor Klemperer wrote a study of
Berlin film theatres and their audiences. It was at this time that he and Siegfried
(‘Friedel’) Kracauer, later to become famous for his writings on film and as 3
cultural historian and theorist, became friends. Thev lost touch during the
First World War.

It was certainly a struggle to make ends meet on Berlin's Grub Street,
Nevertheless, the periodical Der Kinematograph of 25 September 1912, as part of
a feature entitled ‘'The Cinema in the OUpinion of Prominent ( ontemporaries’,
could introduce Victor Klemperer in the tollowing terms: ‘A young combative
literary man who writes with rare courage and is not afraid to speak out against
established authorities’.’”

Inclination, as well as the need to make 2 living, tended to push Klemperer
towards literary journalism which he clearly practised with some success. He
did not, however, make his mark as an author. He judged his efforts to be
failures, later even refusing a publisher’s offer to reprint one of his stories.
Subsequently he had mixed feelings about his freelance years altogether, not
least because he never quite managed to shake off the accusation or suspicion
that his scholarly work still had something journalistic about it.

Incidentally, although Klemperer was undoubtedly progressive in his views,
!:uis ‘bohemian phase’ did nothing to modify a lifelong aversion to bohemian
‘I;festyles and he retained an enduring suspicion of long hair and extravagant

Iess.

Return to university

Klemperer came. to the t:tfnclusinn that a doctorate would, if nothing else,
ce his position as a journalist. Once again financially supported by his
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brothers, he returned to Munich, found a sympathetic professor and in 1913
-L]Ui'.’.'kl}" completed a dissertation on Friedrich Spielhagen, a nineteenth-
century German novelist. Spielhagen had been a liberal-democratic supporter
of the ideals of the 1848 revolutions and one of his father's favourite writers.
In Munich he also made the acquaintance of Karl Vossler, a liberal professor
of Romance literature and language. For all the differences — and resentments,
not always justihed, on Klemperer's side — that emerged later, Vossler was to
remain an abiding influence, Klemperer now wrote a post-doctoral habilitation
thesis (in Germany a habilitation thesis is a condition of professorial
appointment) on Montesquieu. In it he argued for Montesquieu .1u be seen as
a writer as well as a theorist or philosopher and that aesthetic criteria were of
determining importance in the composition of the latter’s major works. This
dissertation too was completed very rapidly, and with the distinction summa
cum laude. Then, in 1914, as he was already turning the Montesquieu study
into a book, he accepted a post as lecturer in German literature at the University
of Naples, although still continuing as one of Vossler’s assistants.

War
Finally at ten o’clock we were sitting in the garden of the Hotel ‘Zur Sonne’ [in

Riva, then in Austria|. It was the 28th of June. The waiter came running

towards us and cried out: ‘The heir to the throne and his consort have been

murdered in Sarajevo!” 1 said regretfully: ‘Oh!” and added with an apologetic
o]

smile: ‘But we are dreadfully hungry.’

What was to become known as the First World War began just as Victor and

Lva Klemperer had returned to Munich from Naples for the summer. In 1940,

when Klemperer was working on his autobiography, he chose to interrupt the

narrative at this point. In order not to falsify his own responses, he simply let
his diary entries speak for his mood in the weeks immediately preceding and
following the outbreak of hostilities. From these it appears that although he
was not carried away by bellicose sentiments, he was convinced, as a good
liberal and patriot, that Germany’s cause was a just one. He nevertheless
returned to his post in Naples, where he remained until shortly before Italy
entered the war on the Allied side in May 1915.

Back in Munich, Klemperer was declared fit for military service (he had been
rejected in 1903) and was enlisted as a cannoneer in the Bavarian field artillery.
He saw duty on the Western Front from November 1915 to March 1916 before
succumbing to serious illness and being hospitalised. (His front-line service
would be a further source of ‘privilege’ during the Third Reich.) Klemperer was
out of danger for the rest of the war. Following convalescence he was trans-
ferred to the army’s book censorshi p office on the Eastern Front, working first
in Kowno (now Kaunas) in Lithuania, then in Leipzig, where he was allowed
to live in private accommodation with his wife.
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An academic career e .
The year-and-a-half after the Armistice in November 1918 was 3 period i

which Klemperer's disappointment at not being gi.run. a pr:_:r'w%mrship Mergeg
with his disquiet at what was going on umljuui him in Li;"l;}.i-’..!g, Munich ang
throughout Germany. As a liberal he !md. I1lll}' *‘-FTH_IH“‘}’ Wll_h_ Th'? EXCesseg
and foolishness, as he saw it, of the Munich Lnum'rh _Hr;r‘lull:nlrt- (The _”Elme,
referring to workers’ councils, given to the final phase of I*Iyuuallﬁt rt‘w:-luttcmar};-
activity in the Bavarian capital in spring 1919.) He did, “U“’L"*_f’fl‘ﬂ have ap
insight into the latter episode, because his oldest _”'“I closest friend, Hans

Meyerhof, who had been his fellow apprentice in Berlin between 1897 ang

Hdﬂ, was involved on the revolutionary side. At the same time he was filled

with unease and dread at the open expressions of anti-Semitism on the part
of the government troops and the irregular formations which suppressed the
Left in Bavaria and elsewhere. Politically, nothing gave him encouragement,
At the time of the attempted right-wing coup detat, which goes under the
name of the Kapp Putsch, he wrote in his diary: ‘I would gladly see the people
of the present coup put up against the wall, and | truly cannot feel any
enthusiasm for an army which has broken its oath |l.e., to the Republic] . ..
but not really for the “legitimate” Ebert government either, and even less for
the radical Left. I detest them all. What is there that embodies the democratic,
the German, the humane ideal? I am a neutral observer.’ A few days later he
corrected himself: in politics there were greater and lesser evils. ‘My sympathies
are with no one, but if I have to choose, then rather the Councils Republic
than the gentleman officers and anti-Semites.”

‘What is there that embodies the democ ratic, the German, the humane
ideal? Klemperer asked himself in his diary. For his own life, of course, he
already knew the answer: it lay in the tireless curiosity, the questioning, the
generous standards of debate of his heroes Voltaire and Montesquieu and of
the other thinkers of the Enlightenment.

Thanks to Vossler, Klemperer was called to the chair of Romance Languages
and Literature at Dresden Technical University in 1920. From then until his
dismissal in 1935 he pursued his academic work dnd university commitments

with the same extraordinary energy he had devoted to literary journalism
fifteen years earlier. He introduced modern French literature in histories and
anthologies for students and general readers, presented his own approach in
numerous specialised essays, edited a scholarly journal and wrote 2 study of
the dramatist Corneille, before embarking on extended study and comparison
of ‘the century of Voltaire and Rousseau’. During this time, he was still partly
guided by notions of ‘essential national characters’, which the events of 1933
and after forced him to reject. Despite that, it would be right to see Klemperer's
work during these Years as a contribution to Franco-German understanding
and as an ongoing critique of the German academy’s dominant francophobia.
There t:-rere also distinguished mediators between France and Germany outside
the universities: Siegfried Kracauer, for €xample, Walter Benjamin, and his
mentor Franz Hessel, to mention names also known outside Germany. Nor was
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Klemperer’s the only voice within the universities to challenge the uprp:j}sitinn
posited between supposed German ‘depth’ and French ‘superficiality”.

These were not, in fact, years of unalloyed happiness for the Kli:mper,:ra. In
professional terms, the humanities section of a technical unwer'ﬁny_’ did not
rank very highly. The Dresden protessorship should have been a ﬁtfppmg stone
to a more respected unmversity chair and Klemperer experienced considerable
frustration as he saw himself passed over for appointments at ‘proper’ u_ni—
versities. Already somewhat isolated from the mainstream, he made his situ-
ation worse by quarrelling with Vossler who felt that Klemperer’s work drew
in too much historical and general cultural material. Of Erich Auerbach, later
to become famous as the author of Mimesis, who had been appointed successor
to Leo Spitzer at Marburg University, he notes in his diary (four years later,
which shows how much it must have rankled): ‘A young man, who was still
unknown as a scholar when I was already a professor. A Jew, an aesthete — and
he has managed it, and | am growing old, am the "previous generation"”, have
been left behind in a second-rate post, once and for all. Again and again | tell
myself that the pain of vanity is pointless, that fame, even great fame, always
exists only among a small circle and for a short time; but all such philosophical
comfort ai-nua not get one anywhere. Only work helps, work without thought
for its worth.”

During these years also, Eva Klemperer suffered increasingly from ili-health,
perhaps hypochondria, certainly depression, possibly related to the sub-
ordination of her career to that of her husband. (At times the couple seem
bound together by their illnesses, real and imagined.) Nevertheless, nothing
seemed to stem Victor Klemperer’s prodigious work-rate, In addition to his
writing and a relatively modest teaching load, he was also involved in edu-
cational reform in the state of Saxony, of which Dresden was (and is again)
the capital, and was constantly travelling to conferences and to give lectures.
It should not be thought, however, that the Klemperers led a quiet life; they
were very sociable and had time for lengthy cruises to South America, to the
Mediterranean. But what perhaps gave the couple greatest pleasure was their
shared and continuing passion for the cinema, for cinema at its most populist;
their ‘cinema mania’ was only temporarily dampened by the advent of sound,
which Victor Klemperer, like so many others, at the time and after, held to
represent a dilution of the power of film Images.

193345
There is no need to summarise here Victor Klemperer’s experiences during
these twelve years. The diaries for this period, as published in the present
volume, begin rather abruptly. Inevitably so, since they represent only a
section of the journals which Victor Klemperer kept all his life. But this section
chronicles in unparalleled detail the progressive elimination of every private
Space, the arbitrary cruelty towards those whom the regime defined as Jews,
finally the Operation of an opaque (to those who were its ViCtims) apparatus
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of extermination, working slowly, stretching out time to impose an agony
anticipation. Not only does it do so from the inside, as it were, from tl;] [
perspective of those subjected; it does 5O from the first day to the Jag of th:

gD, d from his post (a stat
4 " ismi romn Ost (a state i
Victor Klemperer was not dismisse p . HPPUmtrnEnH

when the Nazis came to power at the beginning of 1933. Because of his
record he was allowed to lecture to an ever-dwindling band of students. Ev;r
when he was dismissed, in 1935, officially it was not because he was a Jey, hu“
because he was surplus to requirements as the government cut back sden:
numbers and deemed French literature irrelevant to a technical UNivers;
This was lucky for Klemperer because it meant he was allowed 3 pensjgy,
which continued to be paid to him, even if, after the November 1938 pngmm.
there were increasingly ingenious and draconian deductions. ‘
This helped give the couple a certain room for manoeuvre, At Fy; Kler.
perer’s urging they built a house in Dolzschen, a village a little to the wes; of
Dresden; after he loses his job, Victor Klemperer takes driving lessons and hu}':-;
a car. These were two ways of gaining a little more freedom in the face of
dictatorship (and in the ever-repeated hope that soon the whole thing Woulg
blow over like a bad dream, the Nazis would devour each other, somegpa _
the army, the foreign powers — would put an end to it). But above a]|, the
defiance which Victor Klemperer practises, the space which he asserts, js that
of his scholarship. It is the very fact that he continues to write. which eXpresses
above all his conviction that the Nazis will not and cannot last, which Prevents
him from falling into despair at the blows to his protessional self-esteem and
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Klemperer is charged with an offence against the hla{h‘.nut_ WE“‘““““:EM“;
result he goes to prison for a week in july 19:41 and, deprived of bm - od
spectacles, is put in solitary confinement. A trivial sentence, perhaps, F“mpal:

to the sufferings of many at the time and of the even greater suffering sti t";
come, but the reader cannot help but be in suspense as to whether he{wt:i
ever get out. Once again he is lucky and is simply released at the end o 5

sentence. : . - : -
The climax of the indignities to which Jews still living in Germany were

forced to submit was the yellow star, the wearing of which became compulsory
on 19 September 1941. Nowhere was the Jew to feel safe: 5he_m he was to be
marked out, part of the crowd but already exiled from it. For sever'a!. da.yfa
Klemperer was unable to summon up the courage to leave the Jews' House
and go out into the street with the yellow star displayed on his chest. |

In the autumn of 1941 it was also made impossible tor Jews to enngrgle
legally from Germany, But what had prevented Vif:tur K]ane_rer frum_ Ie.awl_'.g
the country before that date? Why had the 163,000 Jews still remaining in
{_,a;-rnmm"';unt left, as the Nazis had encouraged them to do? One factor was
age: two-thirds of those remaining were over the age of forty-five, fmth la [‘ﬂl..-llfh
h-ighsar proportion of women. Then there were the restrictions on 1fnmlgra_ﬂmn
imposed by potential host countries: the German state made it increasingly
difficult to take assets out of the country and assets were required in order to
enter other countries (legally at least). Or emigration might have been delayed
because a person was reluctant to abandon relatives, home, possessions,

friends — or regarded him or herself as German — and for all those reasons at
once. Then, in late 1941, there came a point at which it was too late to leave.
But every decision or set of decisions was individual, as Victor Klemperer's
diary makes clear. In his case there was the house, which gave his wife a place,
a s'ujr. in that she designed and furnished it and looked after a large garden.
second, there was the never quite abandoned hope that somehow the Nazi
dictatorship would fall or be overthrown. If Klemperer was subject to fits of
Vi- hopelessness at the behaviour of ‘seventy-nine and a half million out of eighty
The point at which some kind of normal life. urde: i st mi[[irfn f.fvnm.sm', I!u- never rejected his German identity. M;Imj,-' L.'ji:rmaml'-,
racist dictatorship, becomes impossible is the Hm-[:mfu--;..] 9 '*HI . ,_L | “TI..I.E ?f : ?Eiw.“.“”}' gratal s ong, ﬁh_uplaeem:rs = Iahcmrl-:rg WeLe i Diindes Uy Mk
Night') rather than the war. which ek wiJH: H.u-i N _i’“_riﬂ'.‘.’”” ‘;_TFSHJI Semitism and expressed their support or helped in some way, th:uugh 'I:h.at
i s T}w pugr.;;.“{ P e :n_ | r.!.T” attack 'T” Ilc_alami I'TL-L';m'w more dithicult as Jews were irlcEgasirlg!y' subjected to shopping restnr.:-
mob violence against fercs aast v d'itg.y-:;h.;” 1;:.‘ 1€ P :; ._ .n.ui ( +-m.+~ ILIH_!HI"J of tions m‘ui were torced to wear t?le_star." (In fact, Klt::m]‘.lEIE[ r::ften found pubh.c
harassment of 4 Blcatty dves sk ;ﬂ by mrhu:ﬂji : I-Ji“'tli still be ¢ 4.u1'~'.|fjfred ::xr._rre_axmna of sympathy as painful as EIDUI.SL?.} Particular to Klemperer was his
Solution’, the point at which o, ;Ea“w o ;h ] :"* wiich F:.':.n.l to tht. Final hulm!i that he would be uanble to earn a living abroad, was tf:u:- old lfu make a
protect them. The measyres TR affeglt “m:m ‘ er |.'~. ”‘.. One Lulnft_m_:thmg to :lew start, and that %‘u: would thus be }jepef‘ldentpn the i:t'lfmtj; of h.ls brother
€mperers’ own lives now come Georg who had emigrated to the United States in 1935. The marking of the
Jews with the yellow star was the immediate prelude to the beginning of the
deportation of German Jews to the ghettos and death camps. As the reader
knows, it was thanks to his front-line service in the First World War, to his
wife, and to luck, that Victor Klemperer managed to escape deportation and
survived,

to his confidence in the German nation and to himself as a German. When
he can no longer work on his literary history of the eighteenth century, he
begins work on his autobiography, Curriculum Vitae: when he can no iﬁinger
work on his autobiography, he holds fast to his diary and intensifies his
observations and reflections on Nazi language, drawing on material which is
all around him. He gives his notes the title LTI for Lingua tertii imperii to be
at once his own code and to mock the dictatorship’s obsessive use {:” al;tm;
ations and foreign words.

» On using public libraries, cinemas,
rks; the bans on telephones, wire-

living in the first of several Jews’' Houses, Victor
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H?‘"{isrfﬁf:iar well again, to drink well, to drive well, to go to the seasidge, to
0 <y

: 2 o 20-year-old can be half as hungry for life
' ortably in the cinema . .. N for il i3 :
5 j::fffwfrh all of that it makes me happy that E. is working on HER HOUSE,

i 1 ! 14
on HER garden and is coming to life again. (23 June 1945).

The last entry of the second volume of J :SH;.'H Smu' W,Hmt“ r:r1d5 with _the
beautifully simple sentence: ‘Am spdteren Nachmittag stiegen mr nacl': Doz
schen hinauf’ — ‘In the late aftu-rn{mn_ we walked up tﬂ. I_“Ju.lz-.afhe:n. It i
Klemperer’s modest confirmation of the fact that they are still a.lw-:. of the facy
that their own house is still standing. That was on 10 June 1945 [.t.hmugh_ the
actual account of the journey from southern Germany, much of it on fogt,

was not completed until some weeks later).
The German edition of the diaries which Victor Klemperer kept during the

last part of his life until his death in 1960 is still being prepared for I-”'f"““_m"'_m"i-
What has appeared in the meantime, however, is a short volume L'nm';.urymgj
virtually uncut, the entries of the period from June 1945 to the end of the
year. This volume has been given the title Und noch ist alles schwankend -
iiver}'thing is still in the balance - a phrase that is repeated and varied
throughout these months.

There is no doubt that, after all he and Eva have lived through, Klemperer
has no intention of leaving Germany. This it is hardly defiance, merely some-
thing taken for granted, even though it is during these months that the scale
of the murder of the Jews finally becomes clear. Only those who survived the
firestorm return to Dresden. Yet, once again, Klemperer is determined to pick
up the threads of his work and he soon begins reading through his diaries in
order to compile the material for his book on Nazi language (LTI) even though
he has no more than a vague promise of publication. Almost immediately he
Is worrying about the future of his academic career. He is also tentatively
beginning to make a commitment to a political party. He still sees himself as
a sceptic in the tradition of Voltaire and as a German patriot. ‘I am German
and I'm waiting for the Germans to return,” he wrote on 30 May 1942, ‘they
have gone into hiding somewhere’. - a sentence much quoted since the first

publication of I Shall Bear Witness. Klemperer, one can say, was German and
had returned, with every intention of working for a better Germany.

Before the year was out, he had joined the Communist Party and, for the
first time in his life, participated in a political demonst ration, for the victims
of Fascism. In a general sense, this might dppear unsurprising: the KPD
might still be regarded as an inheritor of an Enlightenment tradition; the
Communists, if one disregards the period after the Hitler-Stalin pact, had been
virtually the only consistent resisters of Nazism during the twelve years of the
Third Reich; Klemperer himself had always felt more at ease with the ‘little
People’, as he does now with the local Communists who had spent time in
Prison and in camps. Furthermore, the KPD promised (though Klemperer was
well aware of the limits of that promise) to make the most radical break with

Introduction: The Lives of Victor Klemperer xix

L —

Nazism. What makes his decision surprising, nevertheless, is the harshness of
his criticism of Russian policy and of the KPD as revealed in his journal of
June-December 1945. Not least he is constantly alive to the continuities

between Nazi and Communist discourse. (It is perhaps due to these criticisms,
as well as to the hostility to Communism in I Shall Bear Witness, that before

1989 only extracts from Klemperer’s diaries and autobiography were published

in East Germany.) I
There are perhaps two reasons, apart from the general grounds mentioned

above, which persuaded Klemperer to join the Communist Party. One was
very practical. To get full recognition as a ‘victim of Fascism’ he had to join a
political party. Secondly, he was determined that those HCHGEII"L_HZE_. notably at
Dresden University, who had given intellectual support to Nazism, should be
punished for their actions. At the very least they should not be able to cmmnult-
as teachers as if nothing had happened. He had a particular animosity to his
one-time friend, the historian Johannes Kithn, who had broken off all contact
with Klemperer in 1935, and penned propaganda articles. Yet, in July 1945,
Kithn had the effrontery to approach Klemperer and greet him as if they had
last seen one another only the previous week. (One of the most furious
outbursts in Klemperer's diaries had been provoked by Johannes Kithn. In an
entry dated 16 August 1936, he wrote, ‘If one day the situation were reversed
and the fate of the vanquished lay in my hands, then I would let all the
ordinary folk go and even some of the leaders, who might perhaps after all
have had honourable intentions and not known what they were doing. But |
would have all the intellectuals strung u P, and the professors three feet higher
than the rest; they would be left hanging from the lampposts for as long as
was compatible with hygiene.’

By 1945 Klemperer could not be as generous as he might have been in
1936. There was certainly no slackening in his anger at Kithn and his like.
Nevertheless, Klemperer's campaign seems to have had only limited success.
[n 1946 Kihn was appointed to a chair at Leipzig and in 1949 he went west

to Heidelberg University. For a full understanding of the ambivalences of
Klemperer's position in the Soviet zone of occupation and in the later GDR
we shall have to wait for the publication of the final volumes of diaries.
Irrespective of what they may reveal, Klemperer's social and scholarly engage-
ment did not diminish. He worked in adult education. on Nazi language, he
completed the book on Voltaire and Rousseau which he had begun in the
1930s. He was made professor in Greifswald, then in Berlin and in Halle. He
served in the GDR's People's Chamber and represented GDR scholarship
abroad. His specific approach to the Enlightenment which was at the heart of
his life’s work, however, made him something of an isolated figure, yet he did
not waver in his public commitment to the GDR. There is a nice illustration
of the peculiarity of his defence of the ‘classical’ German heritage in a short

article which he wrote for the Nationalzeitung in Berlin in 1957.'5
At the centre of the piece is an anecdote about Lenin, which at first sight

might seem like hagiography. At the time of the hardest battles (i.e., of the
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which he requires for som the person of its initiator, gjq no
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that the Socialist October Revo s ;
WO sr words, in Klemperer's

separate ‘old and new humanism’. In othe I hands the

Lenin anecdote becomes a plea and argument for the continuing wortp of 5
classical - Latin and Greek - education in a context dominated by a Practicy
and instrumental attitude to schooling and by the demands of industr}- ang

sclence. : _
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If Victor Klemperer in his final years remained as active as ever, he haqg o

himself between all possible stools again. 11is undoubtedly contributed tq the
neglect of his work after his death in 1960. For the West, he was tainteq by
association with the GDR and Communism,; for the East, he was in514afri.-;iﬂn,ﬂjrr

‘materialist’. |
Busy to the last, Klemperer suffered a heart attack while attending a con.

ference in Brussels. According to the editor of a memorial volume, Publisheg
in 1961, he had been weakened by a lengthy tour of China. Victor [-L'IEITIperEr
died in Dresden aged seventy-nine. He was buried in the suburb of i]ﬁié’.ﬁfnﬂn
where, against all the odds, he and Eva Klemperer, who had died nine yegp,

earlier, had made their home.

The quality of the diaries

The 1930s and 1940s were decades in which the pressure to keep a diary wg;
especially acute. People put down on paper what they could not say openly,
In Germany, as elsewhere, many diaries were published in the years immed}-
ately after 1945; then and later there were numerous autobiographical
accounts, the number increasing once more in the 1980s and 1990s, as sur-
vivors of the earlier period took stock of their lives. Among all these journals
and autobiographies Victor Klemperer's diaries have a unique character. First
they were not intended for publication and were never reworked to i
out contradictions, to make them aesthetically more appealing, to revise
judgements or to offer retrospective justifications. The 1933-45 diaries prie
marily reflect Klemperer’s own need to settle accounts with the events of the
day. Second, they were a source for his own autobiography which he worked
on fnir three years from 1939, and then for his book on Nazi language, its
fur_”:tmf:‘-‘-" Eﬂﬁ_f effects, which was published shortly after the war. They aF:: also
rigue nben  chonicle by 3 Jew of ll el yars of th N ek
a disarming honesty ancf: dire.:t,fﬂﬂlf }f‘r ,mm“.' Victor }‘q‘”” perer, displayed
the great events (there are news Eaﬁ. . tfkf SR G I, was motto o B
wanted to set down the every dE P; T: éln hhlﬂtﬂr}* ook dnx thits). Batlery
might become significant, and t}f i one Ltnuld never tell what
| r 0 record his own life in all its moments of
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tradicted, revised, but nothing is deleted to make the chronicler appear in a

hetter light. It is certainly not always the case that size, sheer volume of detall,

contributes to the interest of a text, though it is more true of a diary than of
any other literary form. If I Shall Bear Witness is an essential annotation of
the criminal nightmare which Nazi Germany was, the journal’s power and
fascination lies also in the character, Victor Klemperer, which it creates,

[n 1905 Victor Klemperer had thrown up the chance, for a while at least, of
continuing his academic career. Instead, he hoped to become a writer. This
episode proved to be an interlude, both because the attraction of scholarship
pmvmi too strong, and because Klemperer did not have sufficient confidence
in achieving recognition as an author. That recognition has now come
]J{:-sthum:mﬁly both for the 1933-45 diaries, the subsequently published 1918~
32 journals and for his marvellous autobiography, Curriculum Vitae, which
covers the years until 1918. With these works Victor Klemperer has after all
become a part not only of German but also of European and world literature.

Appendix: A note on the translation

The puh!l*-'.l‘u:-d German edition of Victor Klemperer's diaries 1933-45, Ich will
Zeugnis ablegen bis zum letzten, is already an abridgement of the original
German manuscript by its editor, Walter Nowojski. For an English-language
edition, further abridgement was judged necessary to reduce the size of the
work and make it accessible to a wide readership. These cuts are of three kinds:

A diary which is not written or revised with publication in mind will inevitably
include many repetitions, some of which should be retained as evidence of
what is important to the writer. Nevertheless, it was possible to scale down
the number of repetitions without affecting the general tone of the work. It
was also possible to eliminate a number of incidents and reminiscences which
were not central to Victor Klemperer's life during this period or to reduce their
length. Finally, while the gathering of material on Nazi language, which went
under the heading LTI in his diaries, was increasingly important as the only
intellectual project left to Klemperer (he called it his ‘balancing pole’), a
proportion of his evidence and commentary would have been incom-
prehensible without lengthy explanation and annotation. So cuts were poss-
ible here too. I have tried to keep the notes as brief as possible, consistent with
enlightening the reader as to persons and events. | have included or adapted
some of the notes in the German edition, cut many others (biographical data
on eighteenth-century French writers, for example) and added notes on events
and phenomena which are likely to be less familiar to the English-language

reader.

London, 1998 Martin Chalmers




NOTES
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| In 1933, the number of Jews registering as lewish by confession had been 4,675
Figures in Heike Liebsch, "“Ein Tier ist nicht rechtloser und gehetzter”. Die Ver
folgung und Vernichtung der jlidischen Bevalkerung Dresdens 1933-1937" and Norg
Goldenbogen, ‘“Man wird keinen von ihnen wiedersehen”, Die \.-‘urnichiung der
Dresdener Juden 1938-1945' both in Hannes Heer (ed.), Im Herzen der J’-'r'n.ﬂ-smii
Victor Klemperer als Chronist der NS-Zeit (Berlin, 1997).

For the fates of a cross-section of Dresden’s Jews, including many of those mentioned
in Victor Klemperer's diaries, see the letter by Heinz Maver to Rudolf Apt, printeg
as ‘Am Beispiel Dresdens’ in Gerhard Schoenberner (ed.), Wir haben es gesehen

Augenzeugenberichte iiber die Judenverfolgung im 3. Reich (Wiesbaden, 1988), pp. 413
7. The original is in the Wiener Library, London

3 Just how relative and precarious is made clear in the diaries. Victor Klemperer
however, seems to have been unaware of the demonstrations in Berlin, in March

1943, by the ‘Aryan’ wives of Jews who had been rounded up for deportation. Afraig

of provoking turther disturbances, the Nazi authorities relented on this occasion and

released the menfolk. The Nazis, of course, viewed this merely as a temporary
postponement of their plans to rid Germany completely of Jews. Nevertheless, the

Rosenstrasse protest undoubtedly also saved Victor Klemperer's life, even if he did

not xnow it at the time. On the Rosenstrasse protest, see now, Nathan Stoltzfus,

Resistance of the Heart. Intermarriage and the Rosenstrasse Protest in Nazi Germany (New

York and London, 1998),

4 Victor Klemperer, LTI. Notizbuch eines Philologen (1947), The quotation is from the
Sth Reclam (Leipzig) edition (1978), p. 273
5 He was well aware of this himself. In one of several remarks in his diaries, which
refer to his clumsiness at social gatherings, he notes, ‘'l made a fool of myself in
front of the Klemperers [a banking family of the same name in Dresden). [t's
incomprehensible: giving speeches and at any lectern | am so sure of myself - at
private parties I'm a failure. I don't know how to move, everything worries me, |
lack all calm and freedom.’ Victor Klemperer, Leben sammeln, nicht fragen wozu und
warum. lagebiicher 1918-1924, 4 October 1921 (Berlin, 1996), p. 511.
6 Auguste Lazar, ‘Menschliche Unmittelbarkeit’ in Fritz Zschech (ed.), Victor Klemperer
zum Gedenken (Nordhausen, 1961), p. 32.

7 Quoted in Hanns Zischler, Kafka geht ins Kino (Reinbek b. Hamburg, 1996), p. 159.
8 Victor Klemperer, Curriculun Vitae. Erinnerungen 1881-1918 (Berlin. 1989), p. 167.
9 Victor Klemperer, Leben sammeln, nicht fragen wozu und w

arum. Tagebiicher 1918
1924 (Berlin, 1996), pp. 245 and 250.
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10 See Michael Nerlich in a number of publications, especially “Victor Klemperer Roman-
ist oder warum soll nicht mal ein Wunder geschehen?' in Hannes Heer (ed.), op. cit.
Nerlich has made a spirited advocacy of the importance of Victor Klemperer's
contribution to litérary studies. Other commentators have been more cautious,
suggesting that the undoubted importance of Klemperer's autobiographical work
and of his diaries should not lead to an exaggerated estimation of Klemperer as a
scholar. Joseph Jurt presents a very fair summary of the case (‘Michael Nerlich (ed.),
Victor Klemperer - Romanist, no spécial de la revue lendemains 82/83", unpub.
review ms., 1996). What is without doubt is the importance of the study of the
Enlightenment to Klemperer personally. It was of crucial importance in allowing him
to cope with his situation after 1933: ‘In the spirit of the men of the Enlightenment
Klemperer found an antidote to National Socialism.’ ( Jurt)
Victor Klemperer, Leben sammeln, nicht fragen wozu und warum. Tagebiicher 1925~
1932, 6 January 1931 (Berlin, 1996), p. 675.
For a useful summary of figures on emigration etc., see Monika Richarz, 'Einleitung’
to Bitrger auf Widerruf, Lebenszeugnisse deutscher Juden 1780-1945 (Stuttgart, 1986),
pp. 46-55.
It is difficult to reconcile the evidence of the diaries with the argument of Daniel
lonah Goldhagen who proposes the existence of an all-pervasive ‘eliminationist
-arlt[—.‘i-.-rmthm' as the common sense of Nazi and pre-Nazi Germany. See Goldhagen,
Hitler’s Willing Executioners, Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust (INew York, 1996).
Goldhagen's book is symptomatic of a tendency to search for unambiguous, simpie,
monocausal explanations for the mass murder of jews by Nazi Germany. The cor-
ollary of this search is a reversion, more generally observable in the 1990s to
arguments, however framed, of national character and, in the particular German
case, to discredited notions of a German ‘Sonderweg’ — of a uniquely skewed historical
development in Lermany.

14 Und noch ist alles schwankend. Tagebiicher Juni bis Dezember 1945 (Berlin 1995) p. 30.

15 Nafionaizertung (15 September 1957) reprinted in Fritz Zschech (ed.), op. cit., pp.
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14th January, Sﬂhtrday
Rectorial election ! After 3

ated. It was 3 dirty business,
they pulled a fast one on our sectj MYy participation in the ‘Whis-
rdly almost unmoved, [t bothered me just as
£ (section neeting) Beste became dean.
The miseries of the NEwW year the same as before, the house,* the cold, lack

of time, lack of Honey, no hope of Credit, Eva’s obsession’ with building the

house, and her desperation, still growing. This business will really be the end
of us. I can see it coming and fee] helpless,

The Hueber court case® also plagues me greatly, robs me
going well. I should have accepted the 250M I was offe
got the advantage over me. With all these distractions
IS at a standstill.

T'wo little things have been agreed with the Dresdener NN.
(Stendhal ceéntenary, the new Spain), but they
lectures, which are always an effort, and the
dusting, drying dishes - precious hours).

[..]

Yesterday afternoon Liesel Sebba!"
Kohlers.'' From time
trated on 3rd Januar
sometimes have the
to Eva and th

of time and is not
red; at law the man's
the ‘Image of France”

Little things
take up time too. Then the
domestic misery (lighting stoves,

' was here (much aged) and the young
to time our usyal e€vening guests, Nickelchen was cas-
Y, and now the two cats are already together a lot. |

Impression that they are the only thing that is a pure joy
at give her a firm hold on life.

24th January, ltuesday
Annemarie'? here on Sunday, told us Fritz Kopke,
circle™) died in Leipzig. Just over forty. That
Where is his Immortal soul? The
Annemarie, almost shocked

the newspaper man (Harms
shook me. [ said to Annemarie:
re are happy people who firmly believe in it.
+ VEIy vigorously: ‘But Victor! Every Christian
does!” And afterwards, ‘If there wasn’t even the prospect that later things will
be better!’ o she, the surgeon, who has the corpse, the brain under her knife,

who has a university education — and yet quite evidently for all her Cynicism
dnd lack of religiosity

= IS at bottom 2 believer, or at Jeast hopes -
-]




I Shall Bear Witness

Increasingly I fall back on Teading ah"".j‘,{}w:, :w:-rl-; ;lllfﬂﬂ'it r:nfnpietﬁl}, a

- iew for the Germ.-Rom. Literaturblatt, that's all. ['ye Put g

sraﬂ:ﬂsnﬂ. A ;E;mm'e’ once again. Perhaps during the holidays. op the Sidy

:;;;?ffet;rrumd by lack of time: a dr%”jf{ﬂ[‘ i:i.l':rtiu;i;_l_?fﬂ?'e?i_,_ ‘-’»’Eﬁhing e
shopping; on the other a sense of “"”r_“:h‘.m%tf' AESREreRce doci Ma
if I leave behind one book more or less! banlhﬁ Zig

Lectures are coming to an end, Today is my last Tuesday because

I,
people. Monday the conclusion of 1.,“3 e i Sﬁt “Clesteg ?:::
lecture theatre will be even more gapingly empty. Things are thrott]eq Moy,
and more. :

For something like three weeks now the depression of the “eactiongp,
government. I am not writing a history of the times here. But | shal) nev,
theless record my embitterment, greater than 1 would have Imagined | Wag
still capable of feeling. It is a disgrace, which gets worse with every day thag
passes. And there’s not a sound from anyone and everyone’s keeping his heg
down, Jewry most of all and their democratic press. — OUne week after Hitley,
appointment' we were (on 5th February) at the Blumenfelds's with Raap
Raab, busybody, political economist, chairman of the Humboldt Club, Magp
a big speech and declared it was necessary to vote for the German Nationals ¥
50 as to strengthen the right wing of the coalition. | H'L‘f'lf_’ll'tffilt[}’ took issue With
him. More interesting his opinion that Hitler will end in religious madness .
what is strangest of all is how one is blind in the face of events, how no U[]i_i-
has a clue to the real balance of power. Who will have the majority on th
March?'” Will the terror be tolerated and for how long? It is Emp:..ﬁﬂhft‘ I{I

make predictions, - Meanwhile the uncertainty of the situation affects even
single thing. Every attempt to borrow noney tor building comes to nuthing‘
T'hat weighs heavily on us. “

On 14th February the Thieles!'® were here, and we were their guests in th
Ratskfaﬂer. Melanie told us her husband must not Know that Wﬁifganu th
chemistry student, 2 g§ood lad, is wearing 2 Hitler uniform in Frar kf t. |
Thie!e, Wwds against Hitler but for banning the ( - 1ist Partv o

| g the Communist Party. [...]

Welspent a fine €Vening on the 14th with the Kdhlers
Dnesi"f He wanted to celebrate after the event because }r

g;ﬁz;ﬂ;ai'htigﬁhi;?ﬁ PEE’H use _f'ur wanted to eXre
| €Cts of excellent Sp

A fortnight ago | met Wengler?
n?nuth Was twisted and han
his illness, A ‘light’

the ‘respectabje
1€ had become 3
'Ss his gratitude to me,
arkling fruit wine.

[ B 5 L8 - I

‘ in H.I'ml’ﬂdr{kphlf?., and | noticed that his
§Ing open. Shortly afterwards | recejve
” . stroke. The man 1S in his m
Me age. Inherited sclerosis or the

move, talked, make

| d news of
| Id-40s. His father died at the
tonsequence of Syphilis. | visited him last
4 800d impression (lying down). But
ut me. Young Fray Kithn?' .

March 1933 S

of the beautiful Maria,™ in his tiny workshop. Using the most primitive means
and after months of labour, he has built a whole concert harp and he showed
us every detail of this extraordinary work of art.

In the newspapers It is said that Baeumler® had been named as candidate
for the Prussian Ministry of Culture under Hitler. (Alongside Krieck!*) At a
section meeting he behaved as if he already were minister, We discussed the
rescue of the seriously threatened Pedagogical Institute. The German Nationals
want to do away with the academic training of schoolteachers. ‘You over-
estimate the influence of the German Nationals in the coalition,’ said
Baeumler. — Politics everywhere and everywhere the terror of the Right.

10th March, Friday evening

30th January: Hitler Chancellor. What, up to election Sunday on 5th March,

| called terror, was a mild prelude. Now the business of 1918 is being exactly
repeated, only under a different sign, under the swastika. Again it’s astounding
how easily everything collapses. What has happened to Bavaria, what has
happened to the Reichsbanner®® etc. etc.? Eight days before the election the
clumsy business of the Reichstag fire” — I cannot imagine that anyone really
believes In Communist perpetrators instead of paid % work. Then the wild
prohibitions and acts of violence. And on top of that the I]E"n"i:'l'-lfﬂdiﬂg pPropa-
ganda in the street, on the radio etc. On Saturday, the 4th, | heard a part of
Hitler’s speech from Kénigsberg. The front of a notel at the railway station,
illuminated, a torchlight procession in front of it torch-bearers and swastika
flag-bearers on the balconies and loudspeakers. 1 understood only occasional
words. But the tone! The unctuous bawling, truly bawling, of a priest. - On
the Sunday I voted for the Democrats 2 Eva for the Zentrum. In the evening
around nine with the Blumenfelds to the Dembers.®* As a joke, because |
entertained hopes of Bavaria, 1 wore my Bavarian Service Cross. Then the
tremendous election vic tory of the National Socialists. T'heir vote doubled in
Bavaria. The Horst Wessel S ng" between the announcements, — An indignant
denial, no harm wil come to loyal Jews. Directly afterwards the Central
Association of Jewish Citizens in Thuringia is banned because it had Criticised
the government in ‘Talmudic fashion’ and disparaged it. Since then day after
day commissioners appointed, provincial sovernments trampled underfoot,
tlags raised, buildings taken Over, people shot, newspapers banned, etc. etc.
Yesterday, the dramaturg Karl Wollf*? dismissed ‘by order of the Nazi Party’ -
not even in the name of the sovernment — today the whole Saxon cabinet®
etc. €1c. A complete revolution and party dictatorship. And all Opposing forces
as if vanished from the face of the earth. It is this utter collapse of a power
mfl}* recently present, no, its complete disappearance (just as in 1918) which
| find so staggering. Que sais-je?* — On Monday evening at Frau Schaps with
the Gerstles.” No one dares say anything any more, everyone is afraid [...]
Gerstle was hobbling on crutches, he broke a leg skiing in the Alps. His wife
drove her car and took us part of the way home.
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ng about death. And the distressing ang a]waﬂ

How long will I keep m
On top of the political _
arm, the constant thinki

unsuccessful ¢ _ 5
stoves, washing up, keeping house.
' rork think.
heing able to work, to e
Afir cursorv reading | wrote a bad newspaper piece, “The New Spain’ afte
; i i : o Yaric "Thae . T
previously writing a bad article tor Dante in Paris, II:‘IL ldea nf. Latmn}- in
Germanvl Now | want to — no, 1 must return to the nightmare of the "Imﬂgﬂ
oF anc;_j, [ want to force myself to write now and catch up on the ”“’f*ﬁing
reading chapter by chapter. | |
[ ordered a lot of books for my department, since it turned out there yq
<till 100M left in my budget: Spain, 18th-century France and cultural history
On Tuesday I have to give a prinmn'-m;'lmnl teaching candidate the Now
required unseen translation into French. I am so out of practice myself that
would only make a very poor translation. - |...]

fforts to obtain building money. And the hours of Iiﬂhtin
And the constant sitting at home, And o

17th March, Friday morning

Last Sunday morning in spring weather walked with Eva from the Weisseritz*
to Hohendolzschen, looked at our }_1[1_11 of land, and back down Elgdil'l. AN
expedition. In between we rested a little while at the Dembers. We found then
alone at table, their children are skiing in Innsbruck. We talked about politics-
cautiously, since the windows were opern.

For the last two days I have been altogether stymied by a heavy, feverish
cold, yesterday in particular I lay around feeling miserable or sat sluggishly in
some corner. Today throat and eyes are still in a very bad state but I'm ng
longer teeling washed out because of the fever. We had invited people today,
and were supposed to be at the young Kéhlers tomorrow, but had to call off
both. |

But unfortunately on Tuesday evening we had the Thiemes*” here. That was
dreadful and the end of that. Thieme - of all people - declared himself for the
new regime with such fervent conviction and praise. He devoutly repeated all
the phrases about unity, upwards etc. Trude was harmless by comparison.
Everything had gone wrong, now we had to try this. ‘Now we just have to
join in this song!’ He corrected her vigorously. ‘We do not have to’, the right
thing was truly and freely voted for. I shall not torgive him that. He is a poor

swine and afraid for his post. So he runs with the pack. But why to me?

Ca_utiun in the shape of utterly consistent hypocrisy? Or can he sjinplv not

;?;i:; Ei}:e_lrl}r? Probably - Eva’s x‘*iew ~ the latter. We have been mistaken in
intellect. He has a partial mathematical gift. Otherwise he is absol-

utely at the mercy of every influence, every advertisement, everything suc

;::;;f:lﬂ; Ei‘;ﬂ’ ﬂBl;ﬁi};tr;a:iquat years ago. She says, .‘He lacks any sense of
- g0 5o far ... 1 am breaking with him.

The defeat in 1918 did not depress me as greatly as the present state of
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affairs. 1t 15 shocking how day after day naked acts of violence, breaches of tl_w
law, barbaric opinions appear quite undisguised as ufﬁcia! decree, The_Snciahst
papers are ptrm;uwrn?y banned. The ‘Liberals’ tremble. The Berliner Tﬂg.rbmn
was recently banned for two days; that can’t happen to the Dresdener Neueste
Nachrichten, it is completely devoted to the government, prints verses to ‘the
old flag etc. ‘

Individual items: ‘On the instruction of the Chancellor of the Reich the hve
men sentenced in the summer by a special court in Beuthen for the kilhng_ of
4 Communist Polish insurgent have been released.’ (Sentenced to death!) 'H_n:
Saxorl Commissioner for Justice orders that the corrosive poison of Marxist
and g}m‘.iﬁat literature is to be removed from prison libraries, that the pf:nul
systerm must once more be punitive, improving and retributive in its effects,
etc. etc. [...] We would be more likely to live in a state of law under French
negro occupation than under this government. [...] This is truly no empty
phrase: I can no longer get rid of the feeling of disgust and shame, And no
one stirs; everyone trembles, keeps out of sight.

Thieme told us with gleeful approval of a ‘punishment expedition’ of SA™
men from the Sachsenwerk™ against ‘uppity Communists in Qkrilla’:™ castor
oil and running a gauntlet of rubber truncheons. If Italians do something like
that — well, illiterates, children of the South and beasts ... but Germans.
Thieme was full of enthusiasm for the strong Socialism of the Nazis, showed
me their proclamation of Works Council elections in the Sachsenwerk. One
dav later the elections were banned by Commissioner Killinger.”

_.Jﬂ:tualij; it's terribly frivolous to write all this in my diary.

20th March, Monday evening about midnight

At the cinema after a long gap: Hindenburg in front of troops and 5A men on
Sunday the 12th, the day of the war dead. When | saw him filmed about a
year ago, the President, his hand on the wrist of his escort, walked somewhat
stiffly, but quite firmly and not at all slowly down the Reichstag steps, an old
but vigorous man. Today: the tiny, laborious steps of a cripple. Now | under-
stand it all: that is how Father' walked after his stroke at Christmas 1911,
until he died on 12th February 1912, During that time he was no longer in
his right mind. I am now completely certain that Hindenburg is no more than
a puppet, that his hand was already being guided on 30th January.

Every new government decree, announcement etc. is more shameful than
the previous one. In Dresden an Office to Combat Bolshevism. Reward for
important information. Discretion assured. In Breslau Jewish lawyers for-
bidden to appear in court. In Munich the clumsiest sham of an attempted
assassination and linked to it the threat of the ‘biggest pogrom’ if a shot should
be fired. Etc. etc. And the newspapers snivel. The Dresdener Neueste Nachrichten
pays the government compliments. Hitler ‘as statesman’ has always stood for
a revision of the peace treaty.

Goebbels as Minister of Advertising. Tomorrow the ‘Act of State of 21st




. I Shall Bear Witness

—3

March'!** Are they going to have an umpemr? The ‘:riquare Of the Rﬁpuhhf}
called Konigsplatz - King's Square - aga{n, and ?he}- vg |F~H the new Namg [15
Ebertstrasse™ in Berlin open. - | think it is quite immaterial Wi_w{hef Germ,
is a monarchy or a republic - but what [ do not expgct at all is that j “"'illrtt
rescued from the grip of its new guvemmenL i !.j{*lln*ﬂfe_anj.-wa}; that j ¢
never wash off the ignominy of having fallen victim to it. | for MY pary il

never again have faith in Germany. y=dap
Today at the Capitol we saw Grand Hotel. The film IS as moving ag Viey
Baum’s novel. And altogether outstandingly shot and affectingly acteq Als,
spoken very naturally. [. . .] the performance also included (see above) the 124
March and - with a good lecture - very handsome caravan pictures fron
Manchuria. I 5o enjoy going to the cinema; it takes me out of myself, By, it
so difficult to persuade Eva to go. And when it doesn’t appeal and she sits
there miserably, then I don't get any pleasure from it after all. This time thing,
went passably enough, although she suffers a great deal from neuralgia ang
muscle pain.

21st March
Day of the ‘Act of State’ in Potsdam. Pity that we don't have a radio. — The
most frightful pogrom threats in the Freiheitskampf™ together with £Truesomge
medieval reviling of the Jews - Jewish judges dismissed. - Appointment of
committee to ‘nationalise’ the University of Leipzig. [. . ]
With all of that my ‘Image of France’ crawls along a line at a time. ] starteg
writing on 11th March; today there are less than seven complete pages.
ratigue and lethargy. Weariness of life and fear of death.

22nd March

Blumenfelds’ maid, the honest - ..] Wend Kithe,* gave notice. She had beeq
offered a secure post and the professor will soon no doubt not be in a position
to keep a maid any more. Friulein Wiechmann visited us. She tells how in her
school in Meissen all are bowing down to the swastika cross, are trembling for
their jobs, watching and distrusting one another. A young man with the
Swastika comes into the school on some official errand or other. A class of
fnurteen-year-nids immediately begins singing the Horst Wessel Song Singing
in the corridor is not allowed. Fraulein Wiechmann is on dutv 'r‘;'uu must
fnrbif.i th‘is’ bawling,” urge her colleagues. - ‘You do it then. If I-I forbid this
bawling, it'll be said that ['ve taken action against a national song and I'll be

out ~ i '
. ht:m my EEI:, The girls go on bawling. - In a chemist's shop a toothpaste
with the swastika. - A mood of fear such as

: must have existed in France under
the Jacobins. No one tears for their lives yet

- but for bread and freedom.
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27th March, evening
[- -]

On Saturday four ‘respectable’ Kohlers*” and the Dembers were here. Con-
versation was about politics. The Kohlers depressed and cautiously gritting
their teeth. - Legal proceedings have been started against Blumentfeld; as joint
owner of his brother’s brickworks he is a double-earner, which is incompatible
with his status as a civil servant. The case is pending.

I'he government is in hot water. ‘Atrocity propaganda’ from abroad because
of its Jewish campaign. It is constantly issuing official denials, there are no
pogroms, and has Jewish associations issue refutations. But then it openly
threatens to proceed against the German jews if the mischief-making by "World
lewry’ does not stop. Meanwhile there is no bloodshed in the country, but
oppression, oppression, oppression. No one breathes freely any more, no free
word, neither printed nor spoken,

Nothing by me appears any more. 1 work away quietly for myself on the

‘Image of France’,

30th March, Thursday

Yesterday evening at the Blumenfelds with the Dembers. Mood as before a
pogrom in the depths of the Middle Ages or in deepest Tsarist Russia, During
the day the National Socialists"™® boycott call had been announced. We are
hostages. The dominant feeling (especially as the Stahlhelm™ revolt in Brun-
swick has just been played out and immediately hushed up) is that this reign
of terror can hardly last long, but that its fall will bury us. Fantastic Middle
Ages: ‘We' — threatened Jewry. In fact | feel shame more than fear, shame for
Germany. | have truly always felt a German. | have always imagined: the 20th
century and Mitteleuropa was different from the 14th c ntury and Romania.
Mistake. — Dember describes the effects on business: Stock Fx¢ hange, setbacks
for Christian industry - and then ‘we’ would pav tor all of it with our blood.
Frau Dember related the case of the ill-treatment of a Communist prisoner
which had leaked out: torture with castor oil, beatings, fear - attempted
suicide. Frau Blumenfeld whispered to me, Dr Salzburg’s™ second son, a
medical student, has been arrested - letters from him had been found in the
home of a Communist. Our parting (after abundant good food) was like a
leave-taking at the front.

Yesterday a wretched statement in the Dresdener Neueste Nachrichten ‘'on
Our own account’. They are 92.5 per cent founded on Aryan capital, Herr
Wollf,”" owner of the remaining /7.5 per cent, has resigned as chief editor, one
Jewish editor has been given leave of absence (poor Fentl!), the other ten are
Aryans. Terrible! - In a toyshop a children’s ball with the swastika.

31st March, Friday eveni ng
Ever more hopeless. The boycott begins tomorrow. Yellow placards, men on
guard. Pressure to pay Christian employees two months salary, to dismiss
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phlr to the impruﬂik'r letter of the Jews to the Il“"iiﬂ-‘:nt

' ad ' ) 0 . 0f
he government.” [...] No one dares make a Move 7
v made a declaration today: united behind . _ and y :
. ?E

forbids them to come Into contact with Jey
o
How much Jewish ’

Jewish ones. No re
the Reich and to t
Dresden student bod
honour of German students
They are not allowed tc

went towards this Stude | o
: T = e T 5y 1aVEe ¢ "By ) een TEVE . :
In Munich Jewish university teachers have already been prevented Fron

y enter the Student House.

Mopg
nt House only a few years ago! }

setting foot in the university. |
The proclamation and injunction of the boycott committec decrees '“Eligimn

is immaterial’, only race matters. It, in the case of the owners of a Imaintss.
the husband is Jewish, the wife Christian or the other way round, then the
business counts as Jewish.

At Gusti ‘.@"feghardt’ﬁ“ yesterday evening. 1he most depressed L-Hrnu_%;_;haﬁl
During the night at about three — Eva unable to sleep — Eva advised me to give
notice on our apartment today, perhaps renting a part of it again. [ gave Notice
today. The future is quite uncertain |.. .|

On Tuesday at the new Universum cinema of Prager Strasse. Beside me ;
soldier of the Reichswehr, a mere boy, and his not very attractive gir], j
was the evening before the boycott announcement. Conversation ah_:?]ﬂg an
Alsberg advertisement. He: ‘One really shouldn’t go to a Jew to shop.” She
‘But it's so terribly cheap.” He: “Then it’s bad and doesn't last.” She, reflective
quite matter-of-fact, without the least pathos: ‘No, really, 1t's just as good ang

lasts just as long, really just like in Christian shops
He falls silent. When Hitler, Hindenburg etc. appeared, he clapped enthusi.
astically. Later, during the utterly American jazzband film, clearly yiddeling a
points, he clapped even more enthusiastically

The events of Z1st March were shown, including passages from speeches
Hindenburg’s proclamation laborious, his breath short. the voice of a very old
man who is physically near the end. Hitler dec laiming like a pastor. Goebbels
looks uncommonly Jewish [...] We saw 2 torchlight procession and a great
deal of marching awakening Germany. Also Danzig with the swastika ﬂ:’-l};ﬁ.

[-- ]

and so much a_'ht;'ﬂ;}l&‘r_'

3rd April, Monday evening
On Saturday red posters on the shops: ‘Recognised German-Christian enter-
prise.’ In between them closed shops, SA men in front of them with tria ngular
boards: ‘Whoever buys from the Jew, supports the foreign boycott and destroys
the German economy.’ - People poured down Prager Strasse and looked at it
all. 'Thar was l‘thbD}’Cﬂtt. ‘Only Saturday for the time being - then a pause
:;:Etf:ed;esﬁa?. Excluding I:_rank:'.. I ncludfng lawyers and doctors. Called off
rxe. dy — it has been a success and Germany is ‘magnanimous’. But in
::ntlt} aﬁmid mmamuﬂc_li Evidently resistance at home and abroad and evi-
& h;fpf;l:ntl?efnthjer side pressure from the National Socialist mob. [ have
Of swiftly approaching Catastrophe. That the right wing cannot

April 1933 11

e —————————

go on participating much longer, cannot put up with the National Socialist
dictatorship much longer, that on the other hand Hitler is no longer free and
that the National Socialists are urging ever greater use of force. Today the
rectors ol Frankfurt University, the Technical University Brunswick, Kan-
rorowicz, the director of the Bonn University hospital, a Christian business
editor of the Frankfurter Zeitung were arrested. Etc, There will be an explosion -
but we may pay for it with out lives, we Jews. [...] | am unable to work on my
‘Image of France’. |...] Everything | considered un-German, brutality, injustice,
11}1|mu'iﬁ;}', mass suggestion to the point of intoxication, all of it flourishes
here.

On Saturday evening in Heidenau to visit Annemarie and Dr Dressel. Both
on the Right, both anti-National Socialist and dismayed. But both isolated by
the mood in their 5t John's Hospital. - On Sunday afternoon by myself for an
hour with the deeply depressed Blumenfelds. I complain at length about Eva,
whose state of health suffers in the extreme from the German catastrophe; |
believe that in all the difficult years since Lugano™ I have never seen her in
such despair. At her request |'ve given notice here for the 1st of July. In order
to save money, wc decided to share the flat and rent {_'F!"l]"_n-' three rooms. | have
directed Prdtorius to fence in my plot. 635M costs out of 1,100M reserves! We
are making frantic etforts to borrow 8,000 to 10,000M to build a small house
Or part ol one. But it 1S now even more hi'r[“ﬂ:h.‘*_é‘:'. than before. For us I_‘*rl"":ﬁ!il;i“'fu

evervthing is also heading foi mt;ntmphe.

7th April, Friday morning
'he pressure | am under is greater than in the war, and for the first time in mv

life I teel political hatred for a group (as I did not during the war), a deadly
hatred. In the war [ was subject to military law, but subiject to lawn iu.w'{-rlht*lm*;;
now | am at the mercy of an arbitrary power. Today (it changes) | am again
less certain that the catastrophe will occur soon.

NO one dares write a letter, no one dares make a telephone call, we visit one
another and weigh up our chances. One civil servant at the Ministry said this.
another that. But one never knows whether the one with the rltwuur:ible
opinion will remain in charge, or to what degree he’s ‘in charge’ at all, etc.
etc. No beast has fewer rights and is less hounded. — Yesterdav AIIhu-:rt Hirsch™
wrote to me from Frankfurt am Main: ‘leave of absence’ aft&;r thirteen years’
service. Unsure what to live on. Is moving with wife and two children fﬂ the
parents-in-law. Perhaps, at best, he’ll receive a few pennies for a pension, but
certainly not anywhere near enough to live on. One case out of thousands,
thousands upon thousands. [...] Whether [ shall keep my post will probably
be settled on 2nd May, at my first lecture.

Meanwhile further efforts to erect a small house in Dolzschen. Last personal
teserves went on fencing. The work has begun now. Yesterday the earth was
ploughed up. The farmer, the team of horses, eight hours' work: 20M. The
tence will cost 624M. Dolzschen demands the costs of laying sewer drains
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immediately: 340M. Total: one thousand mar_k:s ~ last I'L‘HL‘!'\’{‘*-L.,
In hetweedn domestic work, the bu ilding business flm-wrwmll ng effor
erations, brooding) 1 wearily collect my .thnu;.:ht*a for a thurk I hardly
anv more will be printed or made use of in my course. Chapter 11/Papy
lh-E: ‘Image of France’ is ready at last. |
Newspapers are read differently now |[.. . Hetwwr? the lines.
century, the art of reading and writing awakens again.

Art Of '”1[_- ]HH_
!

10th April, Monday

The awful feeling of ‘Thank God, I'm alive.” The new Civil dervice ‘law’ leave,
me, as a front-line veteran, in my post — al least tor the time being H'?t:rnhg!
and Blumenfeld are also spared). But all around rabble-rousing, misery, g,
and trembling. A cousin of Dember, doctor in Berlin, fetched from his Offige
in his shirtsleeves and brought to the Humboldt Hospital in a very bad sta.
and died there, fnrt}'wﬁt-‘e Vears of age. Frau Dember whispers it to us with Fh‘{j
door closed. By telling us she'’s spreading
COUTrse.

atrocity stories’,

UNirue ones gf

We are often up in Doélzschen. Our ‘field” is now going to get its fence, We
have ordered seven cherry trees and ten gooseberry bushes. | torce myself tg
act as enthusiastically as if I believed in the building of the house, so that]
even believe it a little myself and thus am able, as a kind of self-hypnosis, tq
shore up Eva’s mood. But it does not always work, Eva is in a bad way and the
political catastrophe affects her terriblv. (Sometimes, for a few moments, |
almost feel that the great universal hatred forces her to rise a little above the
obsession with her own personal sufferings, that it strengthens her will to live
it

Man is bad. My quite involuntary feeling, when I learned that Dember and
Blumenfeld were also to be allowed to escape destruction, was a kind of
disappointment. As one is disappointed when someone given up for los

escapes with his life after all. But it is very probable that all of us will pay in
the end. [.. ] |

{ )Ty

Annemarie Kohler was here yesterday evening. Filled with the greatest
bitterness. She tells us how fanatical the male and female nurses in her hospital
are. They sit around the loudspeaker. When the Horst Wessel

(every evening and at other times too), they stand up and r
the Nazi greeting.

SONg 1S sung
alse their arms in

i 3 ’ | il - . '
-~ Image of France gO€s very very slowly. It takes too much out of me,
and I have far too little hope.

I hear nﬂthiflg from my relatives, nothing from the Meyerhofs.*® No one
dares write. - No other post either.

One is an alien s;?{ecies or a Jew with 25 per cent Jewish blood, if one
mdpa:em ‘:’35 Jewish. As in 15th-century Spain, but then the issue was
faith. Today it’s zoology + business,

—

' {Jeiib_
beliay,
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12th April, Wednesday evening

In the afternoon = nice walk, but heart trouble — alone to the Ddlzschen coundil
office. To ask them to divide the sewer drain costs (340M) into instalments. Six
instalments granhrtl. Up there the Social Democrat mayor has been suspended.
{ was received by the commissioner (giant of a man, Teuton with goatee) and
the barrel-shaped council surveyor, both in SA uniform. The first time that
['ve dealt with such people. Both very polite, the commissioner a little reserved,
visibly anxious about his dignity, the fat one a very homely Saxon, right away
chatting to me about the University and the Teacher Training Institute — |
must emphasise once again: both uncommonly polite. But here | saw for the
erst time with my own eyes that we really are entirely at the mercy of the
party dictatorship, of the ‘Third Reich’, that the Party no longer makes any
sﬁ{:rv;':t of its absolute power

And every day new abominations. A Jewish lawyer in Chemnitz kidnapped
and shot. ‘Provocateurs in 5A uniform, common criminals.” Provision of the
Civil Service Law. Anyone who has one Jewish grandparent is a Jew. “In case
of doubt the final decision lies with the Specialist for Racial Research in the
Reich Interior Ministry.” A worker or employee who is not nationally minded
can be dismissed in any factory, [and] must be replaced by a nationally minded
one. The NS plant cells must be consulted. Etc. etc. For the moment I am still
safe. But as someone on the gallows, who has the rope around his neck, is
safe. At any moment a new ‘law’ can kick away the steps on which I'm standing
and then I'm hanging.

I'm constantly listening for ‘symptoms’. A resentful speech by Hugenberg; '
Oberfohren,”™ the parliamentary leader of the German Nationals, resigning
his seat. Friction between SA and Stahlhelm - but what does it all amount to!?
Power, a tremendous power, is in the hands of the National Socialists. Half a
million armed men, all offices and instruments of state, press and radio, the
mood of the inebriated millions. I cannot see where salvation could come
from. [...]

The Spanish Ministry of Education has oftered Einstein a professorstitp at a
Spanish university, he has accepted. This is the strangest joke of world history.
Germany establishes limpieza de la sangre” — Spain appoints the German jew.

20th April, Thursday evening

Is it the influence of the tremendous propaganda — films, broadcasting, news-
papers, flags, ever more celebrations (today is the Day of the Nation, Adolf the
Leader’s birthday)? Or is it the trembling, slavish fear all around? 1 almost
believe now that [ shall not see the end of this tyranny. And I am almost used
to the condition of being without rights. I simply am not German and Aryan,
but a Jew and must be grateful if I'm allowed to stay alive. — They are expert
at advertising. The day before yesterday we saw (and heard) on film how Hitler
hold his big rallies. The mass of SA men in front of him, the half-dozen
microphones in front of his lectern, which transmit his words to 600,000 SA
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L en i W Third Reich — one 5€€5 his IJ]]H'II']‘J{ZIIL'[]L'IL' andc l'“"m"'l
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How wretched the Doctors’' Congress in Wiesbaden. Gratitude to Hitley _ dey
if the racial question h

as not vet been clarified, even if the ‘aliens %
sermann, Ehrlich, Neisser have made important contributions to ayy Ihg.;
' itler, he is saving Germany! Likewise the rest. i,

—

cine - we thank H

25th April, Tuesday "
Since telephone calls are unsate, and since everyone is depressed, we constany),

have nerve-racking morning or afternoon visits. Frau Dember, Frau "»"V'it"gh.-irdl.
Today, recovered, but bent over with paralysis, Wengler. Always the t;amé
conversations, the same despair, the same vacillation: catastrophe is nnmmeml
and things will go on like this for a long time yet, there is no salvation, dlways
the same aversion. Eva’s nerves are completely gone. The political Inuth]nH
and the disastrous effect on our credit go hand in hand for her. No MOrning
without violent weeping, no day without hysterics. | am already almgg
blunted in the face of all this misfortune. I no longer think about tomorrow,
Yesterday Frau Schaps and the Blumenfelds were our guests, the day befog
the Wieghardts,” on Sunday we were invited to the ‘respectable’ Kohleg
and accompanied part of the way home by the young people. I'he samg
conversations everywhere.
At the TU Dember is now the most threatened because he was imposed op

it when Fleissner was Minister |of Education|. He 1s suffering tremendously, A

circular requested all non-Aryans to leave all committees and not to condug

examinations. God knows how that’s feasible. Non-Aryans in our section,

Holldack (mother), Kafka (father) . .. In Kiel the students have put un-German

texts by their former and no longer acceptable teachers on the index |[..]

Something similar is expected here. The Prussian Minister of Education has

ordered that school pupils who have had to repeat a year should, where

possible, if they are members of the Hitler movement |...] move up after all, -

Notice on the Student House (likewise at all the universities): ‘When the Jew

writes in German, he lies’, henceforth he is to be allowed to write only in

Hebrew. Jewish books must be characterised as ‘translations’. — | only note the

most ghastly things, only fragments of the madness in which we are unceas

ingly immersed.

Despite E‘?Ef}’thiﬂg our fence is just bEiI]g finished in D6lzschen. we are
planning to do more - but it is quite impossible to look forward to a real
dwelling, there is simply no money and credit. | really do not know what else
can be done, On this point too we are facing catastrophe. We have bought
gardening tools and trees; we want to g0 up today to do some digging.

My ‘Image of France’ is at a standstill for days, then grows by a few lines, is
at a standstill again. And yet there is no point at all in thinking of publication.
And all my faith in national psychology — where has it gone? Perhaps the
current madness is indeed a typically German madness. | shall write an
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t. which now will certainly not be published.

s )

The fate Ol the Hitler movement will undoubtedly be decided by the Jewish
The |
| do not understand why they have made this point of their pro-

Hil]fb—'ﬁ' ’ N 3 -
e nime so central. It will sink them. But we will probably go down with them.
grat

30th April, Sunday evening

pember has been ‘given leave of absence until further notice’. A statelmem h?*
the student body on the noticeboard, "A Jewish professor hreak.ﬁl ’HIE- word’,

1 ad him, because despite his promise he had given an t:--xammatmn.. He
EM“P:IE aever made this promise. He 15 being thrown out because he was given
T?i::h{:i"lmir h}-'-llw Ministry against the will of rector and senate. K;rafka,_H:::H_d_alck
(50 per cent Jewish) threatened, lnL"[_ll'lj.‘, threatened becau?u h.eﬂs a DEI‘I‘}L]-L!_F:‘.H%
wilbrandt goes because he's a Socialist. - Baeumler made I rﬂtft*asur of Pulttng
pedagogy in Berlin, where Spranger has had to ;;,:I_:_ — But | hear from .i"tﬂl.l{‘['l"!ﬂf-!{_"
Kuh[;r r-_lrn the telephone that Georg had to g0.*' (I have completely lost touch
no one writes to me.)

Tomorrow ‘the festival of labour’. The Stahlhelm now Euhmdm&t_ed to Hitler,
- 1berg about to collapse. 1 very much have the firm impression that the

with my family;

Huget
.;;at.a*:.tr{‘![..‘hﬂf cannot be long postpt ned.

In the mornings Eva
= . AT e e, F iy s . ¥ .|. - .T .I
Hi_'}l]"tf.-,[_ 1o E'J"['.:'Ll:"\ 101 '_'-IHH"\ .‘:'.'lLl N0 ONE i-{ _!rm_ me!

often has the most violent nervous cCrises. ‘1 have been
' Then somewhat calmer during
the Lifi}'- . N N L i L

On the 28th the whole day on oul plot of land. The trees were planted. She
 followed in the afternoon. Cofiee in the

was up there with Frau Lehmann,” | | B
Afterwards at the Dembers for a

beautifully situated Cafe Hohendolzschen.

while. [...] o -

Allin all  exist apathetically beyond despair and almost beyond inditierence.
Tomorrow another appointment with a money man; perhaps a loan can be
obtained after all. But my finances are on the point of collapse. 1 don't earn a

penny any more aside from the 80UM of my salary. And the Kirschberg

swallows it up and swallows 1t up

15th May, Monday evening
I'm lecturing. Old French to six, cultural history to about twenty, the seminar

to ten people. All quiet. But, in compliance with the ‘request’ from the

rectorship, I don’t examine. I did not attend the section meeting either. - We

received sympathy visits: on the evening of the section meeting from Frz?u
Kiihn, on the Sunday after from Delekat.* Delekat had just given a sermon in
the Kreuzkirche® - it is possible ‘to say more’ than in a lecture. He was wearing
a frock coat, had his cassock in a little case. — A visit from Frau Hirche. Gratitude
and fear struggle for the soul of the Hirches. He had to join the National
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ﬂd is SEWiﬂg h.iS ﬁ[St WE‘Ekh in th'l_‘ Rf!if!*[!j,wtnhri I_I'E 8

' the | | w
Sodnlfstl’m':f officer-cadet in very large part to me (reference andﬂs
mﬂﬁm to Riidiger™). Beste, now dean, stands up for me, js inwa;ﬁt'
nm:l];:red (Zentrum man). But everywhere complete helplessness, COwarg; )
em %
fear.

[l

[ broke curtly and definitively with Th‘ien?e, w}lm !Il.&i.Lli d-;:c:larfsr.i his enthy,

asm for the new regime. He phoned to invite L1:~... ]”!'::l_llj, we did not w,

come and I would like to end the telephone r:t:rljwurmtmn, hung up.

Annemarie fears for her post because she r E*“-‘“-*_f' to ta '“-’1 part in the po
cossion on 1st May. She (who is a supporter of t.he, {.rern_mn h;ﬂlmnah t'hrnugh
and through) relates: The garden of a Communist in Ihlmlwnm.l LS LI-I.J.HIJ_]IJI thier,

is supposed to be a machine-gun in it. He denies IL. |Imlh|ng s founq. o

squeeze a confession out of him, he is beaten ml death. | IhI: corpse broughy to

the hospital. Boot marks on the stomach, fist-sized holes in the back, COttay
wool stuffed into them. Official post mortem result: Cause of death dysentery
which frequently causes premature ‘death spots’. )

Atrocity stories are lies and severely punished.

Jule Sebba in Dresden for a couple of days. Here one evening with Fpy,
Schaps. The next evening we were at Frau Schaps. The Gerstles and th
Salzburgs there too. Very cordial, but no new points of contact and not Many
of the old one any more. The conversations the same everywhere, the situatiop
in Konigsberg no different from here.

The next momming and for a couple of days after Eva even more shattered
than usual. Neuralgia in her failing knee, severe fits of weeping and despair.
cripple, ‘too late’, she is being allowed to go to pieces without the least pity

being taken on her. My heart cannot bear all this misery much longer.

Constant pain in my throat, hoarseness, pains in arm and shoulder.

On top of that the house business is more hopeless than ever. Pritorius had
got hold of a Polish-Jewish broker called Sandel. He was going to raise - as
good as certain, 99 per cent probability! — 15,000M in Offenbach on easy
terms. | paid him 240M, almost the very last penny of my reserves. Then it all
tell through, the man was even impertinent, and now | have no idea what
else I can do. From time to time Eva goes up to Hohenddlzschen, to varnish
and paint our fence etc. Going there and back costs 6M each time, but the

expedition does not satisfy her. I cannot g0 on. My extra income has dried up
completely, not a line by me is printed. I have given up thinking about things.
I feel it's all coming to an end.

: 'l;he ‘Image of France’ creeps on. Perhaps it will be published posthumously.

51.
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Of the National Socialists’ criminal and insane

u what somehow touches me personally. Everythin
- the newspapers. The mood of the
another, the counting of days,
‘comrespondence - all of that cou

acts | make a note only of
g else can be looked up in
present time, the waiting, the visiting one
the inhibited telephone conversations and
Id be recorded in memoirs one day. But my
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fe is coming to an end, and these memoirs will never be written.
life 1

22nd May, Monday

16th of May™ passed very gloomily this time. — Eva’s nerves have now
o completely that | too am hardly able to bear up any more: my

ay more and more. l
not to be taken lightly: our little black tomcat has fallen

h, the animal is suffering, the treatment by Dr Gross

. distressing (and expensive). - On the evening of the li}j:h H!ﬂtr Kaufmann
B e a‘i.gfaii widower. His wife in Berlin with Edgar's family. They are
i ?f} palestine next week, leaving the child with its grandparents for t'm
e taking 15,000M with them, want to find some kind of livelihood. Sick
PrﬁjSEﬂt.!»;:ed on i:nrx the Dembers: an immigrant to Palestine is asked, ‘Are you
5_”“:“_ E]:ri.f.n.:m m,{-.,.-ig-f;'mn or from Germany?’ — Letter from Gemg: he him:.eli
f::;l]:ri}d (‘they could have held on to me') ,‘ Otto, thf? [Jh}rfiifﬁff- .Fri!t:dr.u‘:?:::;;
medical probationer, the youngest, m;hn is in the mld.dle‘ of his ﬂflmﬁi _.mt
in economics, want to emigrate to England or Amer_lca, Hans, *.j. 10 | as jus |
as ‘so far’ not yet been dismissed by Siemens. — Three people
h lecture, cultural history and tutorial, however, better

given out 50

heart gives W
New misfortune,

11, Wound on his stomac

was

sot a son, h
e : = :
roday in my Old Frenc
attended (about twenty and ten students).

(-]

House affair hopeless. It will send Eva and myself literally to our graves. 1
: . orht? o easing nsion in foreign relations
Since Hitler's peace speech™ and the easing of thﬂmnl in _t{?lrtl.__t
have lost all hope of living to see the end of this state Of ariairs.

[ -]

17th June, Saturday morning |
Dialectic of the soul. During the day I now forcibly cling to some relam-'u{ly-'
pleasant event or other, even the most Hivi-‘fli thing Hlie the gmwth_m .d
philodendron leaf or the improved condition ot our little I‘*«Ilfkelchm-mmﬂrt@
tomcat, whose stomach wound heals and then opens again (even though he
was treated by Dr Gross for some considerable time). It is really indispensable
to find such support for oneself. |...] :

[ am content if Eva begins the morning without a weeping and screaming
fit, falls asleep quite easily in the evening. I put out of my mind the fact that
she does not go out, lets the harmonium, the piano gather dust etc. etc. |

[ put the despair over the whole housing business out of my mind. There is
no chance of finding building money. Sandel, a Polish jew, has cheated me of
240M, does not want to pay it back, and counts on my being too afraid of the
scandal to go to the police (for me to report a Jew, now! But I shall have to do
it nevertheless, otherwise Pritorius and Gestein will think I'm frightened -
and they are right to think so). I am now entirely without reserves, hardly
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ow to find the money for insuran

jncome has ceased. the 1st of July

notice , .
[had 850 ot of October, What 18 going to ek O

- e |- .- ; a r1S0I11. [ { o ;
nt, in the winter it is literally her priso 00 dread al] th,

and have withdrawn it again i
. _ , bu

happen here in the winter? g,
? vy

Repeated heart trouble. I don't g0 1o
not tell me anything, at most forbid me lu. SMOKeE, liui'th”m,ﬁ
f 59, perhaps that is how long | shall Lmt.._,lf\mi SOmetimgg
h is already aumbed by all the sOrrow and gloom
r respect. Occasionally one of Eygy
she paints our fence. Thep
1s a visit to the cinemgy

fires. [-«-]
i <y wn health to be gone.

the doctor. He can

ceached the age Ot °%
my pointless horror of deal

| see no way out. We are imnmPHE in ever: N
little expeditions by cab 10 D{jlz.ﬂ{fh.Eﬂ, W.}:IL.TL- | 1
fetch her in the evening by cab. After intervals oI r.nfn.u | : n

Recent guests: for a couple of hours {ilftt'.'[. ITILJ:!‘L" lﬂlmn two years) on his way
to an NSDAP-ordered pharmacist&’ ‘co-ordination |
of Plauen - Scherner. W Unchanged and his tubby heartiness was 11.:1 mlr really
verv remote and strange. He has stopped his payments and 3 L-In is quite cheerfyl
Dn;: day the pharmacy will pay its way again and then he’ll exchange it for
one in Leipzig and will leave the small-town dump he !-‘I.”L""-._ He complaing,
he has hopes, he is alive and kicking, he revolves in his tiny ¢ ircle, is content,
His friends in Leipzig. Dr Sching leader of the Nati nal Socialists,
their representative at the university. 1e Nazis at all -
but why hold that against Schingnitz? He really wants 10 get on!

Lissy Meyerhof was here on Whit Sunday and Whit Monday. As optimistic

as ever. modest, hard-working, yet her health obviously weakened, heart
trouble. She has — so far — kept her post as social worker (war service, nurse in

s hospital). Also Martha Wiechmann and her sister, who is
party, senior

9 day from his little towp

nitz — he is
Scherner does not like tl

contagious disease
now living with her. Her brother, mid-forties, not a member Of a

district attorney at the High Court in Berlin, ‘placed on temporary retirement
on the grounds that a National Socialist must occupy this highest post. That
same evening Fraulein Riidiger was here, after a very long gap. Her brother,
major in the old army, has a post in the National Socialist Party. ‘Your nerves
are completely shattered, you should go somewhere where there aren’t any
newspapers,’ she said to me, when she heard my bitterness; she has no idt;-ﬁ
what is really happening.
fﬂ;‘l[tnl;r};;ri;}; ;1;}: izagir;aig?; I;?:E be:nlt’ransfr:rrrm? 1t::: ‘.}-'cngh-r (explicitly
literature to three ;mdents I go thr;:: p{IS : dgj e IELFU“”E < H “}‘rm?h
ot smd{;ﬂj ¥ H;l{ii my Cultural H.i_zatury ct'm?tnrtmm in
- | . My eager student is the Nazi cell leader
I e e e
\evidently compietely anti-Hitlerist Hn:ﬂ*ten'm }3;! HE. and his pax:ental FIDI’I‘IE
mﬁﬁﬂetﬂng S Hiﬂemt, bu: yin the Reichswehr to SA, attitudes
T . - oy b nevertheless also a lot of National
i y ‘encouraged’. One never knows.

has st
next twWe
Romance Liter
volume. 1 PT
general
howeVver, Y&
knows whet
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that would also
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Two SUrprises of a more pleasant kind: contrary to all expectations Flitner
arted printing my 1931/32 education paper. [...] Walzel (and he has the
jve months to decide) wrote to me, Heiss has withdrawn from his
atures around 1850, whether 1 wanted to manage the second

d: Schiirr French, Hatzfeld Spanish and myself ltalian and
am dying to know how it will develop; deep down,
.s or no is all the same to me. On the one hand pro ltalia: God
her my old contracts are still worth anything, and this would be
ble new O0ne, it would mean a change, renewal. In addition, a subject
interest Fva, she would read with me. For once | would be
usual province. [ have wanted to come to grips with modern
[taly for a long vime. — D'altra parte,”’ a vast amount of work, for which | am
not at all prepared, which thrusts me completely away from my ‘life’s work’,
and 1 do not know how much time 1 still have. — And yet: does 1t make any
difference at a1l what 1 spend the remainder of my time doing? Just do
1ething and forgel onesell
th June, exactly three months to the day after starting, ‘The
age of France' was completed; yesterday and the day betore
‘Afterword’ to it and want to read it aloud
1e young Kohlers, the Wenglers'= are our

opose
introduction. |

outside my

011

At last: on 11
New Germarl Im
vesterday 1 wrote the very peculiar
this evening, as the Blumenfelds, ti
guests.

we saw and heard the delightful Kiepura™ film Be Mine Tonight (Lugano

landscape and a profusion of songs, arias) 1ol the third time. (When Kiepura's
.1 Berlin was banned, he was the Jew Kiepura; in the Hugenberg him
enor from La Scala, Milan’; in Prague recently, when his
" (Tonight or never) was hooed, he was

congcert
he is ‘the famous t
German song ‘Heute nacht oder nie

‘the German singer Kiepura'.)
[ am corresponding with I'rof. | Elbogen,” Orthodox Jew and brother-in-

law of the musician OO Klemperer’® (the Catholicl). A relief agency for
set up in London, it seems 1O involve

German university teachers is being
as enquired about details of people

publication ol jour nals above all, and he n
in the Romance and philological fields.

[..]

19th June, Monday (after lecture to three people)
On Saturday I read out my ‘Afterword.. Shock. How could 1 keep something

like that in the house. Kohler advised: hide it behind a picture. — But what
shall I do with my diaries? | wait from one day to the next. Nothing stirs.
Sometimes I lose all heart and believe that this regime will last after all and

outlive me.

L]

In the meantime [ work up reviews. [...] | wrote to Hiibner, asking whether

he still intended to take my ‘Image of France’. So far no reply.
The complaint to the police regarding sandel’s swindle is finished and in
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nd it off with a heavy heart, God knows what king of SCa
But what will the Pratoriuses say (and whay wil Fdﬁl
matter to the police? They will then think ¢

- a oy i' " ] ! = = 7 that .I
the Jew (which Sandel is iirmly Counting on)
i ﬂ'

the envelope. | sé
| will be dragged into.
do) if I do not take the

24 positively want to protect

bl even: | should do so. A terrible situation.

29th June, Thursday evening o |
OFf the 29 29th Junes’™ of our life together, this 1s basically the most ‘“-"'ﬂlal;

but we have fairly successfully endeavoured to get through it calmly, reg
aloud. Now in the evening Karl Wieghardt is with us by chance. Since Huo.
enberg went yesterday without the least resistance and the German N""ifiﬂ;tl
Party ‘has dissolved itselt’, | have lost all courage.

30th June, Friday morning
There are, of course, also personal grounds for such complete 10ss of courgg
Hibner asked me (in a very friendly, intimate — between the lines, almost j;
them - very depressed letter) in the name of the publishe:
not to insist on the publication of the ‘Image of France’. There was too Mmugch
supervision by not very qualified ‘Party cells’, and after all the good journgs
must not be eliminated altogether. I withdrew, resistance would have begp
pointiess, compietely pointless — but Eva thought: Onlv do things under
compulsion! Do not give even the appearance of voluntary renunciation.
Meanwhile for a couple of weeks I lived on Walzel's offer. [...] But I giye
Teubner and Quelle & Meyer excuse for termination if [ do not prepare thej
thing in the first place for delivery on time. A dilemma, whichever way Vou
look at it. [....] Now responsibility for saying ‘no’ has been passed on to Walzel
who will certainly shift it on to the publishing house (both of necessity; Walzl
himself has meanwhile had to resign from the management of the Kleist
Society). I would not find this No, in itselt, so bad. I no longer have enough
€Nergy to seriously immerse myself in a new subject, in a language which s
not so familiar to me; I muddle on in French. But what terrifies me is the
thought of not being able to publish anything at all any more, Quelle & Mever
&ﬂ‘d Teubner will not print anything else by me. If someone does not m.rnf-.t{:
abide by a contract, he can always get out of it, at least as a publisher. In my
EESE 1{&1‘}' Easlil}f: | never meet a delivery date, after all. - Now | am wrimﬁl;;
thmhf‘ﬂ ﬂfg“:'lﬂg up all academic scribbling for a long time and taking a !-}tai‘!
atwriting my life. But with that [ would more or less acknowledge the complete
loss of additional earnings, as is alread g ;
_ } y the case, and
attempt to defend myself.

‘ ﬂmn? difficulties - a bank balance of 40M at the moment! - worry
ST barely manage to scrape together insurance payments, rent

| i éstion, th?_ﬂgreement here has been extended to

"L:_a'l_.-.'lli_' O ."'-T'L"'I.l;_':

accept it without any

1 1s out of the qu |
ctober, and we dread the winter.
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The sandel affair is almost funny and yet also distressing. The man swindled

me out Of 240M, was neither in Offenbach, nor did he hand over the money,
he has admitted everything to Priatorius and refused to repay anything. Since
the Pratoriuses know all about the business, in the end | had to report it;
otherwise pEDPIE would have said, one Jew protects another! But what a
scandal, or at least what embarrassment | face with public proceedings. So
finally, after X warnings, it has been reported to the police. On Saturday an

extremely courteous call, enquiring when [ would come to make a staterment,
[nspector Schrell, room 123 at police headquarters. Wer‘tt .there on Monday
Jfter my lecture. On the door: ‘Fraud’, next door: ‘Serious Crimes’. Large room,
policemen, clattering typewriters. Schrell a very courteous, large man, plain
clothes, small swastika. Puts Sandel’s statement in front of me. Smiling a little
pityingly, how could 1 be taken in by a man like that? Sandel, Polish Jew and
git'i.zen, ‘previous convictions’, admits everything and explains that the money
had gone while he was drunk. ‘He spent it," says the police officer. I could only
confirm Sandel’s statement. "What happens now?’ - ‘Goes to the prosecuting
attorney’s office.’ — ‘Do 1 get my money?’ - ‘We only punish the crime. Once
sandel has been sentenced, you can sue for your loss!’

. ]

The day before yesterday Dember here (alone) in the evening. Nothing to
occupy himself with, waiting feverishly, between hope and despair. He says,
we all have an ‘emigrant mentality’, we hope for deliverance from abroad, i.e.
for German defeat, invasion etc. An evening visit by Fraulein Walter on the
21st tallied with that. Her father was my father’s successor in Bromberg, 1S
now rabbi in Kassel. She took her political economy examination in Leipzig,
is a librarian at the State Library, is facing certain dismissal, wants to go to
Palestine. She has been Zionist for some time, orthodox, kosher, tlirts with
Russia, nevertheless well-educated and not really fanatical. But she has never
really been attached to Germany, so is less vulnerable inside. Among other
things she told us that observing Jews get their meat from Denmark.

| have noticed: since 20th June government declarations no longer talk
about ‘national awakening' (stage 1) or about ‘national revolution’ (stage II).
[nstead the new slogan is the desired ‘total state’. Under the ‘people’s chan-
cellor’. On 29th June a Reich minister (Goebbels in Stuttgart) said for the first
time in a public speech: We do not tolerate any parties apart from us, Hitler is
‘absolute master’ in Germany (Hindenburg gone).

Reviews: Schroder, ‘Racine und Humanitdt', Burkart, ‘Mme La Fayette' com-
pleted and sent off together with Appel, ‘Misanthrope’. Strangely enough
accepted by the Literatur Zeitung and prospects of new ones held out. I cling
to the faintest possibility of publication. Anything rather than be completely
buried.

Read aloud two very affecting things. First: Nitti, Flight (bought for 95Pf in
the Reka’” only a couple of weeks ago. Now of course impossible to obtain). A
nephew of the former Italian Prime Minister, who escaped from Lipari to
Corsica in 1928 and relates his experiences in Fascist captivity. Gripped by the
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exact analogies to our situation. The man is writing after five years S
and predicting its certain end. Meanwhile Mussolini has ruled for ;lr'l{_"-tht_; Sty
years and is absolute master. And here the thing has only been going D; Ve

fi]r

five months, in fact even less.
Even more affecting: Fallada, Little Man — What Now? Recent readin

¥
always the thought: for years every tenth man in Germany has be 8 Ang

ployed. m.
For my lexicon I must add to protective custody — the people’s chan, ellor

Ist July, Saturday

Language note: Goebbels in the Political Academy on 30th June (formal lectyy,
therefore) on Fascism (approvingly therefore): “The Fascist Party |in ltaly] hi:IL
brought into being a huge organisation of many millions which |r1cllud,a:
everything, popular theatre, popular games, sport, tourism, hiking, *a.ingm~
and is supported by the state with every resource.’ (Report Dresdene; NN hgt
July.) |

At the Blumenfelds vesterday evening. Emigrant mentality. Jule Sebba and

his family go to Palestine in August.

9th July, Sunday
On Friday evening at Frau Schaps; Jule Sebba there for one day. He is emigrating
with his family. Lawyer since 1909, notary, teacher at the High School for
Commerce, Konigsberg, author of a major work on German maritime law, not
among those thrown out and yet left with no alternative. With his family
(little Elfriede is eleven now, she is with her grandmother here) he truly has
tﬂ.begin a new life. The harbour at Haifa will be opened in October; ‘he i
gt.ung to open a chandler’s business there. He has found an elderly partner
with experience in the Orient, he himself is providing the monev. (Evidently
he has assets safely abroad.) The Sebba case is not the most 1111_;'114.., Sebba Iike;;
b'usiness and has a talent for it, he has never felt a special bond with Germany,
his parents came from Russia — and yet his whole education and wav of Iife
make him a German. - We hear a lot about Palestine now; it does not appeal
to T.!S. Anyone who goes there exchanges nationalism and narrowness for
I?atmnalism and narrowness. Also it is a country for capitalists. It is about the
size of the province of Fast Prussia; inhabitan'tﬁ: 200,000 Jews and 800,000
Arabs. - Sebba spoke very pessimistically about Germany:. He said the boycott
| against us was very tight. The regime will maintain itself for a while Twith
, $ﬂ£;£ ancl! the .mnst extreme cnercive* measures like bread rationing, wage
e ns, inflation, perhaps last the winter, perhaps even longer - but then
thm will be an unimaginable and bloody chaos. Because after the fall of this
t_ﬂ'_lﬁl'ﬂ would be no ‘fall-back position’ because it has destroyed

. (In the course of the Jast few weeks the only remaining

=l
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party the Zentrum, dissolved itself.) He makes the worst predictions for the

For my part it becomes ever more clear to me how completely useless a
creature of over-refinement 1 am, incapable of surviving in more primitive
surroundings. Sebba, Blumenteld, Dember earn a living here and there, can
somehow switch to practical things. I, on the other hand, | cannot even be a
janguage teacher, only Ifcrturﬂ on the history of ideas, and only in German
and from 4 completely German perspective. | must live here and die here.

we are also continuing with our desperate efforts on behalf of our con-
struction in Dolzschen. Now | have got in touch with a broker again, this time
he is called Mendelsohn. Yet | am entirely bereft of money. Yesterday 1 received
a supplementary -.Is.*m:.-mrhi.ml' land transter tax: 150M. [...] I can barely manage
to pay it on top ol the life insurance which is due now + the interest and on
top of the money for the drains. Furthermore a cut in salary is likely next

month or the one after.

it has been raining without a break for weeks; now it has become oppressively
humid with a constant threat of thunderstorms. Yesterday we were up for the
first time since Whitsun; our plot has been transformed into a prairie, grass
and thistles are well above knee height. Afterwards we sat in the Dembers’
garden for a little while. ‘Emigrant’ conversations.

Today, after quite a lot of work, I finished the review of Brummer's Naigeon
for the Literaturblatt — of course | do not know if it will be printed. With that
the pile of criticism is disposed of for the time being and now my hands are
free for a new extended piece of work, For which one? 1 am still waiting for
Walzel’s decision. He suggested leaving Fascist Italy since 1918 to the "German
sympathiser’ Schirr, | rejected that and demanded the whole period 18350-
1933. He will not be able to agree to that; in that case 1 shall turn to my 18e
siecle and will no doubt do the right thing as a result - but naturally 1 would
be less wounded if matters took a different course.

L.

13th July, Thursday evening

Eva’s birthday passed tolerably. In the evening the Blumenfelds, the Kiihns,

Annemarie, Karl Wieghardt — in the afternoon the young Kohlers. - Kiihn,

who predicts a long life for the 3rd Reich, but considers it ultimately transient,

made an interesting remark. He said Mussolini’s regime corresponded to the

tyrannies of the Italian Renaissance, it is therefore evidently compatible with
the Italian psyche and will last for example like the rule of the Medici, Este
€tc,, itisa ‘southern’ form of government. In Germany (and that is my opinion
also after all) this form is nowhere to be found in its history, it is absolutely
un-German and consequently will not have any kind of long-term duration.
But for the moment it is organised with German thoroughness and therefore
unlikely to be removed in the foreseeable future.
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20th July, Thursday

; the missionary preacher, was here for g y;.. ‘
Frau mmm&mizzﬁiﬂ’aﬂd died very quickly after an unsu;_fcﬁ;:: Ith
his wife, fell :;:;uﬁﬁ}f fg:ur years old. (We became acquainted with t} Balj.
bladder operation, e

and his son some time ago, were supposed to E‘P‘i':‘i _t:t‘ T_""?’;””ﬁ With l:l: 2::
sunday - he died in the afternoon.) The funera ; 0 u iJ dtL }’thftf—rﬁa}-‘ in
Chemnitzer Strasse cemetery below .the BIUIIILHIt.‘ILih _mmluw-,. The EIUE
menfelds’ friends from the intelligentsia: rth“ Raaha: Frau hfhﬂ{‘ﬁl- Fffiu ]-JEI]]bﬁ;
etc. and the plebeian sectarian congregation the man had here in Dregggq, In
the hall somebody in street clothes [...], of the type of the thoughtf Reg
Indian, preached very interestingl.y {F.rlau Sﬁthupa n*.mmtamn the speaker hag
been a professor and engineer.) The lite of the deceased: Jew + actor, the,
worked for a travel agency in Italy, his finger traces routes across the May,
“Then God takes pity on this finger.” An American Christian, to whom l'hEl'
man is giving Italian lessons, converts him to the Old Testament and then to
the ‘Lamb of God’. He changes his religion, he preaches. ‘Covenant of Chi.
stians’. We know no race, no nation, only Christians and everywhere the Old
Testament and the Lamb of God. And the departed has the gift of Preachip
in many tongues. He travels about, sometimes he supports himself with Othe
occupations, but he preaches, he converts Jews to the Lamb of God, Ang he
‘sees Jesus’, and makes him visible to others.
This address not bad, and with the equality of all Christians €mphasised by
a curious gesture — the palm of the hand tilted and brought down in front ﬁf
the eyes like a roller blind: we do not recognise the limits of races and natign;_
altogether topical and bold. But then at the grave a downright comical cinemg
scene. An old man, white nautical beard, fat red, blue-tinged face, preached
yet again, a Bible in one hand, waving a pince-nez in the other bawling,
weeping, very long and quite childishly sectarian. 400 vears before, the wise
men of the Bible foretold the Saviour down to the smallest detail described his
grave exactly etc. And thus we are happy in our faith . . . Abrupt contradictions
followed one another with remarkable naiveté: ‘He is sleeping until the Res.
urrection - he is not sleeping, he is already in heaven; we rejoice - we must
have consolation.’ (I have never encountered such a muddling of the two
ideas of being asleep and being on the other side and of being rewarded or
atoning as yesterday.) but there are countless people who still have the stre
tor some kind of simple belief (or unbelief). I only have tl
horror of the grave and of nothingness - no more than that.
I was at the funeral without Eva. She is fee

telephone I heard that the first speaker was

irchitecr Neuffer. Lectures on reinforced concrete, on solid and wooden build-
& and preaches that one ‘sees Jesus’ - in addition has the courage to speak

rmmel t the limits of blood and of nation. There are happily organised

ngth
1€ quite childish

ling very poorly again. On the
a protessor at the TU, District
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e jtself ever more wildly, i.e. is ever more uncertain of itself: the
manifests 1_ the grave of the ‘Rathenau eliminators’.™ [...] A sound film
ceremony d'[Hit]er a few sentences in front of a big meeting — clenched fists,
recording ol e ;}awliﬂﬂ - ‘on the 30th of January they were still laughing

: ace, :
t“"“Edtt;E}I won't be laughing any more ..." It seems that perhaps for the
at Me,  he is all-powerful - but the voice and gestures expressed impotent
momen ;

poubts of his own omnipotence? Does one unceasingly talk about a
i 1d years and enemies destroyed, if one is certain of these thousand
thousand .

ars and this annihilation? |...]
Yo

28th July, Friday morning

nausting heat for days. . |

E:h]im;:zl;ihtiw lecture course on Tuesday. I allowed myself a couple of half-
t: :

: , or flagrant provocations in the course of this cultural history lec*.tufe,
e | ]'-’[‘.IIL'E'.'['[E' in part involuntary — it could have cost me the professorship.
N pﬂ.r:;:f th(ilu; was my relationship with Eva Theissig, who is fond of me
L ;W Cell l)r;_.',dl]i?-;L‘I' or something, at any rate an adherent Dt'_ the nff:w
J ook her leave of me, to go to Freiburg, I gave her this advl_r.:e-.
‘Less politics and more scholarship! And don't give up 5{:.:- nrmc:h Df ?'DUI’HEH uf,
this cause. Yours is sC holarship - and one can ne_t'er Kknow w haf: thjr: tut!;re ;na}i
bring politically. You understand me — my a:;lnc_e places me in 31:_11_.1[ | ;n 5 i
wish vou well.” She asked if she could continue to turn to ms:. iu_y a "-H;t. |
belierfe that she and a thousand other supporters and IHEI’?hET? c:ﬂ the Party
were disappointed long ago. 1 believe (or do 1 only hqpe-l — it Lal‘.iﬂ{‘lt _last;
much longer. How hysterical all the words and deeds of the government are:
The endless threatening of the death sentence, the arrest ot hostages, reFentl}'
the interruption of all long-distance travel from noon to 12.40 p.m..: iht:an.‘l'l
for subversive couriers and pamphlets throughout Germany!” In addition tl_‘]EJ
ridiculous incessant articles about ‘the victorious battle for work in East Prussia

(where of course there are no unemployed during the harvest), about the

and is P
cegime. As she t

ending of the boycott movement abroad etc.

| met Beste, the current dean, political economist, Catholic: It cannm; last!
...] The last days of the semester presented the TU with the Gesslerhut:™ the
‘Hitler greeting’ made obligatory. Obligatory only within ‘the place of service".
But; ‘It is expected that the greeting will also be used elsewhere in order to
avoid suspicion of an attitude hostile to the state!” Until now minor employees
and colleagues greeted me with a nod of the head as always, and I responded
in the same way. But in offices 1 saw employees constantly raising their arms
to one another. |[.. .|

The Polish Jew Sandel. He has stated that he lost the 240M he received from
me in the course of a drinking spree. He told Préatorius that he had been with
some SA men. The attorney’s office has abandoned proceedings. Really 1 am
rather glad, why be drawn into something and yet get nothing back anyway?
(The prosecution only punishes - but is not concerned with restitution.) But
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F the affair have taken if the man had tw\

€N a Ge
at course would s, S Mg,
e SA men up his sleeve? ey

‘ t have some - _
mgudli:ﬂhbnur Schmidt is building his little house and after lopg
o 4ing his drain through our plot. We can almrun Pay

: e is lay :
comical negotiations 15 id; =) , s 56 4.
. as at the same time. That is someths: hi
drain and are laying water and gas 1ething |

and increases the value of the plot. But tjufh;tt tu’\-*vr—yndi_@g _mj_g,;:r}. th n‘:t Eay
all of it with a few penriies. | have Ii“.l find .HHH‘_VI for life IIH‘iLlTEII]EE by ;}E‘&
August — how can I put by the money in August Irnr.tlw mains m”“ﬁlftign;t
count every penny, I have never been ml.f;uch straits as now. All UPplemey, 3
sources of income are completely cut off. a
| no longer have the peace of mind to write Hlljl.-‘ L“-’_ilI'}".ﬂ;-’\ quoi bon? | .
never get round to any memoirs; whether in four or five years’ time r_,&J]
notebook more or less is burned — a quoi bon? And yet the thought g t:@
memoirs excites me ever more strongly. My very first theatre review Comes tE
mind. In the Berlin Theater 1 booed Wilbrandt's Timandara, and 5'7'”1&‘:;1“2
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S
\e [talian plan. For about a fortnight now | have been sticking
the work on the 18th Century. In my few hours of vigour it
e real pleasure. But it seems boundless and hopeless. A few pages are
gives me ! 4 with notes: Crébillon, La Motte etc. But 1 no longer believe that
already “HEP e to write this volume, still less that | shall ever see it published.
{ shall mandg get through this time with decency. | do not feel at all well

e simply has to | SED R
o do not believe that 1 have a long life ahead of me. Especially since 1 cannot
and do

N 14 . q K8 ey wWer “]}. ]]L"L[]th

ed me on the street. Probationary teacher, engaged, German National.
addrchfﬂ-rlm his fiancée and elegantly dressed. ‘Don’t be surprised if you meet
s 1,_~.rat~ w: ‘;Hlﬂlwim uniform and with a swastika armband. 1 have to — and as
L E-h? 1’:' the Stahlhelm I am, after all, something better and different from
2 m.j-»ml:ﬂ.} { .nd deliverance will come from the Stahlhelm.' (Not from the
an SA mall, « he German Nationals.) — Frau Krappmann, the cleaning

—
d with ti

anishe
very ﬁE‘I’iuunI}' Lo

offered to box my ears. That must have been before 1900.™ The first POlifies Democrats — IT0Mm !
) &

opinion that was my own. During the Boer War | was pro-English, | thing) ~oman, fat ‘cotree

tivel inst the glorification of the farn ] Id ffice. She relates with tears in her eyes: one of her husband’s colleagues
instinctively agains e glorithcation o e farmers, the o a1z ffice. < e L& , : o rr—
e @ - € 0ld days, the Ol iy .«sed on the spot because he did not greet with his arm raised. A friend
Germans. dismis

: e Thore , spectacles, he
The Schmidts showed us their little house — the root-raising ceremony takes i fmnlnii_:::L::}:} rrL::ilf[lllI; k:;:zljlzjll:;ﬂj"?d% ril;ii;jh; 1‘;;’3:; :f::it:jitbnwi
T e bmmjm.:' l_m husband himself works harg s _t.u ﬂrn;;n A11 fours if he wanted to eat any food. On his release he had to
s “;th e A lke ::;:: 1::3; he :.-.'.Uum be silent about m'ernhiﬁ;{- — Stepun® sent me a Frdulein
R ettt ot b was serving a5 o segeant nar ] Jakowta for vocatonal guidance: She ook her sl S SRR
broke out, showed us the shot in the lungs he got on 20th Augus - : EasteT, mm”,d ewIsH LIL.HM' i N}U_L, e E e 2 S B
: 81 e A | _u,.‘u_ai. 1914 The institute in Mannheim has been moved to Heidelberg, Gutkind removed
G”mt””‘”'?”: e 'th[ﬂ} " -tht'r_]:] e Dalandd who knows where — non-Aryans are not admitted. She wants to try and study
- Df]-:l[‘]a].]}’ ED-D[dH‘l_atEd IS DINSal i) wise and two: children. A Stl‘{mg here for one Or two semesters Questionable it she'll be allowed to. Fraulein
man, in his E.‘E!.'['ljrr forties — 1 was a little envious of his sumple }']EII}[HI]ESH‘ Giinzburger, an older student of Walzel, who came to my lectures for a while,
- ' . qéndﬁ nw: her dissertation from Paris. A part of it printed. The whole thing was
I am ploddingly and hopelessly reading Crébillon for the 18th Century. [ dg :

t beli I o supposed to be a volume in Walzel's collection. On the uses of style by the
m.} elieve that I shall once again find the youthful boldness for a grand ang German Romantics. She received her doctorate in December '32 in Rouen.
blind general survey, 1 am drowning in material and s ruples. |.. .|

Now Hueber refuses to publish the book of a Jewish author. Her parents have
emigrated to Haifa. At the moment, thanks to Lichtenberg’s good offices,
10th August, Thursday she herself has an award at the Cité univer:ﬂ‘taire.TFuturg_ un:certain. In her
L] curriculum vitae s..l.'n_- n;l_mv.x as her teachers aftter ’j-f‘falzel: Curtius, Klemperer,
Rothacker, Spitzer. The first and probably also last time that | have been named
as a teacher by a doctoral candidate. [...] Dember finally ‘put on the retired
list'. Finally — if this government is final. [...]

[ want, even if in abbreviated form, to carry on my diary as if the time still
remained to me to write the planned memoirs one day. 1 want to work at the
18th Century as if the time still remained to me to write the book one day.
Perhaps I shall after all get over my present depression and after all have a
dozen years before me. Perhaps Eva will one day become a healthy and happier
PEISON again. At any rate there is no point at all in supine despair. But I await
each day in greater anguish than I did when I was younger.

sister’ of Frau Lehmann, her husband a driver with the post

Thf‘.‘ building affair makes no progress and brings us
dppointment after another and thus slowly dig
Iw::rrds.} R’ecently old Prdtorius was completely certain - he had talked to the
tf:;i,gf:h; tl;lllaa;i} cﬂulfj obtain a ?,U{H’JM loan from the Municipal Bank. Twice
s g midday sun. Then the ‘manager' turned out to be a junior

; € department boss refused us with almost pitying amusement. It

!;e::lly lzlbeneath one’s dignity. But without the building work 1 shall certainly
1 hn:v e I:E pull Eva 'thmugh this life for very much longer.
Ve heard nothing more from Walzel and inwardly I am completely

only one dis
S our grave. (1 hese are not mere

i
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Astonishing and altogether cheering is the wealth of the Staq, \\

Liby
N ’ } _ ' Et »
respect to the 18th Century. Long torgotten authors in severa) ”‘“tiun

European literature and the Saxon Kings were Europeans, Tog
abundance of voyages literature. For the time being I ordere
the reading room.

[-..]

19th August, Saturday
.

)n 12th August (eight days ago today) we were the Kihns'
(early) EVE‘Hng: Just the two of us. The trip to Weintraube,
in Lossnitz™ to the Kiihns, afterwards back to the tram at al
that in itself was an outing and travel and a very welcome ch
alone with the Kihns (and their very handsome angora cat,

appeared gigantic to us, but now fairly small) passed very
whom [ frequently meet at the State Library now,

SUests in
the short Wal
WO twelvea. ¢

dllge, '

overthrown. The German nation, perhaps mankind. warnts nothin
Frau Kiihn talked about the difficulties of the lawvers,
T'here are no bankruptcies any more —a National Socialist does not go bankﬁfi
everything like that is twisted around along with German law. A few days r:if
it was reported in the newspapers, 43 per cent fewer Dankruptcy pn-]médjn“l
than under the former government! [. . y i
A novel, or too improbable for a novel. | have still Not received the
ments relating to my war service from Munich.
ation to understand what is happening: Munich i the documengs.
there has already been a further request —and as a consequence |
here. Now, around midday on Wednesday, the 16th
SA officer addresses me on Prager Strasse. stars on his epaulettes; Jrgp
Cross, First Class, and other decorations. Good-natured. |
unknown to me. ‘Excuse me? Did you not se
war?* With the Sixth Battery of the Sixth Ba
Zinsmeister.” | pretended that | reme 10t have a clye, |
felt my way, what was he doing here? what was his profession?
have been posted here to Koch & Sterzel [. . ] after that | am to

sovernment post’ (in Baden | think). I took
words. Had he not been

him home. At any
eighteen years!)

Fl'l‘l luesday, Iﬁt.h August, a bus trip - 2 ‘mystery tour’. The fashionable
thing - for the petit bourgeois, for the elde

walking. A ‘ rly, for those who have difficulty

he ‘little people’, because cheaper
ta car with the conductors’ band,

the 1._:'11':51ian

dogy.

|
It does not take much Imagip.

-Jl-l':“.”“ not f]f'h

am Lfi."iﬂ'IiS.‘:iEd
- dnl apparently youthfy
Three
friendly face, quity
Bavarians during the

varian Field Artillery Regiment?-
mbered him, but did 1

rve with the

'Llectrician, |
get a permanent
my leave with a few friendly
wearing the uniform, I would probably have tnviteﬂ
rate: a witness. He said he had rec: gnised me at once. (After

just setting off (even more emphatically for t
1.50 against 3 or 4M in the bus). At the fron

Mot b
8 bettey _
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o or ten full carriages. There were three buses, each with some thirty
5 ine : .

then 1V rs (a couple on little folding chairs) and a manager and master of
enge

Pﬂﬁh o8 who IHHElL' short hll.l]](:l-l'[]“"‘: ‘.‘m]"H;‘l::'l'..h{*:-r. hl’.‘il]{:d when :;"Jl:l‘]{ﬂt': were
.1 glal Sy
Et‘rLIﬂ{

4t ete Fortunately our (third) bus was open, and when on the return
stting © e :
HLT .

it rained a couple of times, our master of ceremonies, Reissmann (he
= - t.\r." - ' . i
|Du”.1 troduced himself), had constantly to wind the top up and down. We

n ' '
hﬁdll drove zigzag into the blue to the accompaniment of a great deal of
really ‘

sing. [ ol = , , :
guess _ﬁ-{.ﬂ. we were at the table of two elderly ladies ‘of better society’, superior
For ¢t :

s, completely Aryan, fragments of their conversation: indignation that
gos= J ish doctor —such a fine man, such a good family - has been deprived
mm,e 'll._tl'.h“.;ut, — After cotfee there was ‘cabaret’ in the large room. The three
“fhlﬁ,]iL :L'rt'nrrrw-ni all sorts of things. Only the solemn first poem, ‘Michel *
{:g;;*;;l;lf1:-15ﬁ!'. against foreigners. But not a shred of politics, no anti-Semitism -
the most harmless comedy, animal voices, di;ul_n?cta etc. |...] The whole leisurely
excursion [. . .] probably lasted two and a half to three hours. [.. ]

' From now Ofl | want always to note briefly what occurs to me in rv’iati-:ﬁ to
my memoirs. Do | already have my first independent p-:riitical_impul}u.‘ In
15_;5}9 [ was for the English when everyone, the whole _|E‘-‘:'T5h firm of Li m».
enstein & Hecht,™ was enthusiastically for the Boers. My first impression of
american music: the Sousa band in Paris in 1903. How they came in one after
:amﬂhﬁr and began to play. How they played ‘“Washington Post’. My hrst
awareness of a big war: | was crossing Kantstrasse in Berlin with Eva, and the
special editions were shouting about the Japanese torpedo attack at Port Arthur.

| simply cannot believe that the mood of the masses is really still behind
Hitler. Too many signs of the opposite. But evervone, literallv everyone cringes

with fear. No letter, no telephone conversation, no word on the street is safe
any more. Everyone tears the next person may be an informer. Frau Krappmann
Warns against the all too National Socialist Frau Lehmann - and Frau Lehmann
tells us with great bitterness that her brother has been sentenced to one vear
in prison because he lent a ‘real Communist’ a copy of the Rote Fahne [Red
Flag], but the ‘real Communist’ had been an informer.

I5th Century, first half, back and forth, alwavs with the greatest interest
and always with a sense of oceanic inexhaustibility. Travel accounts in the
State Library (quartos) and at home (octavos), La Fosse, La Motte, Piron. Over
and done with: Petermann, Vers und Prosa Streit, Mornet. Peisée francaise. The
hardest thing some day will be arrangement. Organise the thing as a whole?
Disjecta membra? Currents? Lypes of literature? But 1 often believe, mostly in
fact, that this ‘some day’ will never come now. I have lost the impudent,
superficial and nevertheless talented attack of my earlier years. To copy out
and merely assemble in my own way does not tempt me any more.

22nd August, Tuesday towards evening

Every day a bit of Isth Century, itself, about it, and every day more dis-
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north of the city — and yet very pretty. [...] dng,
28th August, Monday
On Saturday we undertook a third mystery tour. It was an exact repetit
the first. This time | saw more of the landscape than the first time, We d;:j]“ 0f

bother with part of the entertainment and walked down the beautify) Coy Ngy

road towards the Rabenauer Grund. |. . .| Ty

The trip was doubly spoilt for me. First of all, my eyes are becomip,
more sensitive to light, severe eye pains running towards the back of
tormented me the whole time and for the whole of the evening. And th
exceedingly hostile and devastating expert opinion in the Hueber Case |
arrived in the morning. According to it I.Hm- handwriting) must take alm.jd
all the blame and Hueber is allowed to offset 514M against my claim of 600 W
If that is accepted, not only do I not get any flee, | also have to find 3“,}“{]‘ ;
costs — the opinion alone costs 132M. I kept the thing to my self the Wh;;;[

day so as not to upset Eva, who is suffering from her nerves again. — Not Uﬂtir[
yesterday, when I was already thinking more calmly about ever thing ang hag
a reply in mind, did I tell Eva as undramatically much mg
lightly than I see the business in fact. The effect was nevert heless Catastroph,

Diesterweg had rejected my ‘Image of France’ two davys before, because it ].;

‘purely backward looking’ and neglects ‘national points of view’, So all t'a”'liﬂg;

possibilities are cut off; and since all, absolutelv all attempts to procure muﬂe;

for building have come to nothing, and our financial position becomes eyg
more desperate — a civil servant can provide no security, least of al] a non.

Aryan one! — and since the dreaded winter 15 drawing closer, Eva is close g

despair once more. Even successful excursions, little walks etc, only bring

momentary improvement. Immediately afterwards there are always the salf.
tormenting words, pleasures for a cripple!

[-..]

On one occasion, on a Sunday morning, [ was up in Délzschen alone an(
went walking with Dember for half an hour, a few davs lates Dember and wife
came for supper. He is terribly bitter, isolated and obsessed by his misfortune,
4 man completely thrown off balance, almost broken.

[--.]

I am still leafing through my old travellers, the lettres édifiantes, La Hontan
etc. I still feel very gloomy as far as my 18th Century is concerned.

A day later: ultimatum from the government. | had to provide evidence
within four days of my hitherto ‘merely presumed’ front-line service. Today
my ‘Front-line service certificate’ arrived from Munich. It attests ‘one engage:
ment’ and ‘trench warfare in French Flanders from 19.11.15-19.2.16". v

5 tvg

ds possible -

immediately said that was not right, and indeed going through my letters]
found that I was still at the Front on the 4th of April and was only admitted

4
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tary hospital that day. | do not like to go through the dusty old bundles.

to mili he certificate is sufficient. | will not complain for the time being.

pesides t

geptember, Wednesday forenoon
6IHT§{])]'5{_1EH" 31st August, our fourth mystery tour (we do everything in

U”_ [ had eye preservers with me and for the first time avoided all headache.
series). especially beautiful. Through the Neustadt to the ‘Wilder Mann’.

scape | ; . : .
Lﬂﬂg rf[ Dippelsdorf — 0 again the heath, ponds and in the distance Schloss
(aOIL, 4 ' . i
Ejm it7burg weinbdhla, Niederau, Meissen |. . .]
Mot :

On Saturday, 2nd September, at the Kohlers, Pleasant and peaceful as always.

.s one good to be with “Aryans’ to whom the present tyranny is as terrible
Itd_”‘jf_'{m“g After twelve o’ clock the young Kohlers accompanied us home
o It-.m mwt; 11nvitL~L| them up for a tot of whisky and it began to rain. We sat
o t?r:..]if past two and got to bed at three.

. H-I-it: at length about pleasures; they are the exception, and in general our

“f{L Elmceedf, w}r}' unhappily. Eva is forever ailing and seriously ElEpl‘EF.LEELl; I

myself am constantly plagued E'.n_.'. heart anq eve trouble. And there is the

cu}]stiiﬂt pointless tyranny, uncertainty and Lhﬁhﬂﬂ_@M&blEﬂEﬁﬁ of our position

in the Third Reich. M} hopes of a swift about-face are fading. The streets
crowded with SA. The Nurnberg Party Rally has just been raging. The press
worships Hitler like (God and the prophets rolled into one. — On top of that
no change in the continuing pressure of the misery of the house business. — If
only Eva could play music, everything would not be half as bad and perhaps
quite good. _

[ continue reading on the 15th Century. A good book would come out of it
if [ were to stay alive long enough. But I need years (plural) for it. My eyes fail
me all too often while I am working, all too often I also fall asleep in the
forenoon. Nevertheless my studies give me something to hold on to and a
degree of consolation.

Walter Jelski,” the eternal bohemian, asked us in a pretty letter from Basel
whether he could spend the winter with us as ‘maid of all work’. We would
really have been glad to take him in, but we had to (really: had to) refuse
because we do not have enough money. Qur finances are hopeless, Gutkind,
deprived of his post at the Interpreters’ Institute in Mannheim, wrote a letter
from Paris. He is working on French sport language. 1 wrote to him: One has
to work on the language of sport in the way that Hettner™ dealt with the
Enlightenment: England/America, Germany, France. This trinity would yield
avery fine study in comparative culture and idealist philology. On the situation
or as comfort I merely wrote (on a postcard): “We'll chat again és chambres
des dames, cf. Joinville, éd. Wailly, §243.” As in the days of the Encyclopaedia!

Fraulein Giinzburger asked me from Paris to recommend her to the chairman

;}f the Alliance israélite,* the Indologist Sylvain Levi. I did so in a German
etter.

[-..]
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15th September, Friday afterti e

The gr;e;f mystery tour, the fifth and probably the last (the first tq l-“hau

second to | iégau third to Liibau, fourth Meissen-Friedensbury) because ”'iw.'

: ' v

it's the time for bad autumn weather and early cihn rkness. [...]

On 8th September we ate at the Blumenfelds. F I‘HI:I IlJen'lher and Herr Gersyy,
were there too. Dember himself is mysteriously in Switzerland, he is %iHan a
contract there with Turkey and will be professor at the University of ¢q,
stantinople for a few years. Frau Gerstle wg.& in Konigsberg helping tq Pack

The Sebba family is now really going to Haifa; we shall probably see them pg,
tomorrow. | disliked Gerstle’s attitude. He seemed almost to have reconcileg
himself to the situation, at least he was resigned to the will of God, declapeg
Hitler a genius, did ‘not want to underestimate’ the enemy "too much’, gy
dently considered the current situation not to be the worst of all possible bad
situations, etc. etc.

On the 12th we were up in Dolzschen, on our il-fated plot and at Frag
Dember’s. These rare excursions to Dolzschen affect Eva badly - precisg,
because they are wearisome, because she does not get anything at all oy fﬁ
her land; and because she sees houses going up all around (when we boughy
there were two houses on the road, now there are almost seven), wheregg
we make no progress. Hopeless. Her mood darkens repeatedly, she is oftey
really ill, lies in bed all morning - and my own health declines more apg

maore.

17th September, Sunday evening

Yesterday afternoon at Frau Schaps. Took leave of the Sebbas, who now really

are emigrating to Haifa. Their furniture is already afloat, and they themselves

are travelling to Trieste today, going on by boat from there. | ex hanged a few
very heartfelt words with Jule Sebba. All sentimentality was avoided, and as
soon as everyone was sitting down together we talked very pleasantly. But
underneath it all there was nevertheless very deep sorrow, bitterness, love and
hate. It touched me greatly, Eva was hit terribly hard. Jule Sebba said he had
always felt he was an Eastern Jew and therefore rootless and not attached to
Germanness. But after all he is exchanging Europe and security for a new
colony and uncertainty, he is leaving with wife and child and starting again
as a fifty-year-old. We two, Eva and I, suffer immensely because Germany
violates all justice and all culture in such a manner.

That same evening we had, for the first time in a long while, a large party
here once again - the four ‘respectable’ K6hlers, Annemarie and the Wenglers,
brother and sister. All evening there was only one subject of conversation, the
frightful one. We make jokes and laugh and are basically all in despair. [.. ]

19th September, Tuesday evening
Contemporary history on film! This time the Niirnberg rally of the Nazi Party.
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/’ﬂ; crowds and what hysteria! Hitler consecrates new

roctio e
€ duem:hiﬁﬂ vhem with the ‘blood flag™ of 1923, Gunfire every time
d._'-n h\'. !U F_"'u"ﬂ. ﬂa}fﬁ,' ‘{..;ﬂl]ll !'l“. h"f"‘r“.‘"lar} 1, . 1

Lndal - -h. (

and touch. g .

She flag (IOt , state Library. | find it impossible to work there: 1 only study
I in ' : 4 ‘
rning

is 1O -hoose things, get my bearings. | am repeatedly amazed at the
e, C -
talogys
s siecle |
wealth of 15€ th my lawyer in the afternoon. My case, now almost a year

A long rtlﬂ -’“I"v i Hueber's senseless counter-claim, the hostile expert
ald, i5 gﬂli"lg ‘EE :.""J ”;] to politics and since Langenhan is a sympathetic,
jon. ' [ got a chance to talk about the precariousness of my
, ny great DItterness. He was very shocked. He said he and his
- dhﬂ}}l-l heen against Hitler's immoderate anti-Semitism, but it was
Ii;"ll'tle h-i—il'f ah"vl"'j’d ',It depressed him greatly, that so much mischief was being
e longer a state based on law.

aid we were no
.d. He 54l
.[;’;ILIISL

oth October, Monday

.<hes: To see Lva healthy once again, in our own house, at her
<orhday Wi ;
girthdal

1. Not to have to tremble every morning and evening in antic-
um. ! ' : , : ;
harl’ﬂ”mi hysterics To see the end of the tyranny and its bloody downiall. See
JOROL Ty b2 = =
patio

11. ].htl--l =+ 3

do not believe that even one of these wishes will come true for me.
| 01 i

The mood at home and the health of both of us became really poor when
hupt of building money camg 40 I‘Iu[l'!lng. when there p:fm'ed 1O bL
no prospect of somehow being able to move up to I“hﬂzg;chen: We must stay
here, and that mearis imprisonment for l-_x'.'u all through the winter and mute
housework tor me and more blows to my literally and not only metaphorically

tired heart.
On top ot

our 1ast

that the growing tyranny, the growing misery and sinking hope
of anv foreseeable end. (Although the gnashing of teeth in the most diUErS‘E
mcm, strata is becoming ever more audible.) - Especially repugnant to us 15
the behaviour of some Jews. They are beginning to submit inwardly and to
regard the new ghetto situation atavistically as a legal condition which has to
he;accupted. Gerstle, the director of the lucrative Fig Coftee Company, brother-
in-law by the way of the emigrated Jule Sebba, says Hitler is a genius, and if
only the foreign boycott of Germany ceases, then one will be able to live;
Blumenfeld thinks one must ‘not live on illusions’ and ‘face facts’; Kaufmann -
his son in Palestine! — says something similar, and his wife, forever the silly
goose, has got so accustomed to the slogans of press and radio that she parrots
the phrases about the ‘vanquished system’ whose unsoundness had been
proven once and for all. Recently, on 25th September, after a gap of years, we
had to go to the Kaufmanns for a ghastly coffee afternoon, because the
Hamburg sister, Frau Rosenberg, was there and because we could not evade
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: . | Eva's bitterness is even ore. i
; : . a low dog! kve STéate ‘
hope for revolt is R e ok T th;
4700y ;iinn.ﬂeﬂncialhm. she says, more precisely the attitude of 4, J*.::,n
mm{l 3 o i W e IE
S D anti-Semitic.
t is making her an i » Universitv of C
!ﬂ:ﬂf?;r:is ~ow certain of an invitation to the University of L””“aﬂﬁnu |
En L . ¥ ' Y k- y & Y ¥ 1
d will move there in the middle of Qctober. .\LFU:*]]} I ENvy him_ We WEE
an i recently ONCE after a meeting, which 1 did not attend, Roy mﬂ:
f‘ﬁ?fbnaggt called me, whether we would like to come to him for teg vy, ,
T i e o o ) C
i &+ then very new villa near Wachwitz some years ago, then th thj:u
2 1y
iy

=

visited 1 - e A
had petered out, We accepted and did not go. A week later | telephongeg |

to apologise and invited him here, He LtL_'L"l‘l"“"‘-j - F'E”-J_:!INJH-%} dth LIS whetherwf
wished to have a guest who was a danger to the state! - ’H,-"I..-.llj.'.’.— He hﬂdhe{;n
suddenly dismissed. He was here on .‘wetluuh“s, WIIIIIUHI is WJ.II:‘, Whao had.&
colic problem. ‘Politically unreliable’, the hlwrlma with the pacifist ["iumbejj‘l
whom he had stood up for (while he was still in Marburg), had been 'Llug up
The man is 58, in poor health, no longer well-to-do, has a'i!ila!rvn “Tﬁ}m hﬂ.‘r;
marriages. I a1 Blumenfelds were here that same evening angd Guﬁ;
Wieghardt, back after four months in Thure, where she and her sister Staygg
with Karen Michaelis.™ A little émigre and Communist group seems to hav
gathered there. Then yesterday evening Gusti was here alone with ys i
tomorrow we shall visit her. We tell one another many details, horror Storigs

‘fairy stories” of course. Opinions on the duration of the state of affairs Liit'n?rie_
no one believes in a swift change, what will happen afterwards no one knows
What is certain is that the terror gets worse every day. i
I met Ulich™ in the State Library. He has been suspended on half pay. He
tells me pressure is being put on him to give up his honorary prtztlfe:!a'sm:ahip
voluntarily. Otherwise he will be reduced to 200M. Since his first wife, Ulich.
Beil, has likewise been dismissed, he has to provide for two families alone.
Holldack, the once proud Teuton (his mother is Jewish), has dpproacheq
Dember to ask whether there are any possibilities for him in ( onstantinople
he no longer feels safe here.
(;eorg wrote to me today, his Otto is at the Cavendish Laboratory in Cap.
bridge, his youngest, the economist, installed in Chic dgo, the fate of the twy
middle sons is still uncertain. Marta wrote, the three Sussmann daughters”
are ‘gone’, In her muddled way she forgot to say where
One could adapt the proverb and say, "The worse is the enemy of the
bad’; I am beginning to think that Mussolini’s regime is almost human and
European. Eight days ago on Saturday we were guests of the Wenglers, brother
and sister. They have moved into a small bu pretty apartment on Wein-
traubenstrasse, Wengler has completely recovered from his stroke. Spaak,
drawing teacher and painter, later his wife, the actress Lotte Crusius, who-
grey haired, old - could be his mother, were there as well. Both somehow ‘co
ordinated’, outwardly at least, |..

On her return journey Gusti Wieghardt visite
| in Berlin: the widow of District Judge Miihl

d her very right-wing relatives
bach, the latter's mother, the
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SRR
/'/d her son, Lieutenant Miuhlbach. Bitterness everywhere and
an

;hl'”“g“
| about several especially bad concentration camps. About
ixtv-year-old Erich Mithsam™ is suffering. He had already

d back. | myself am constantly being warned about keeping
far | am not suspected of anything.
to make the whole of Tuesday afternoon and half of
free for military sports. The Humanities Section can basi-
1 the afternoon. A series of lectures was simply cancelled.

,nd he was fetche
; diary- put then 50
A sudder decrec

- qy afternoof
(v lecture i1 .
0 longer essential. [. . .]
tings from Wally arrived in the afternoon. Her three daughters:
= s - 1 r .
ting her medical training in England, the commercial Kite and

Thurﬁd
cally ﬂ“iy. .
gcholarship 12 .[

Hirth{iu}-‘ grec
i'lmlizhr

L“:T‘ ]iﬁrl ¢tockholm and the USA. The parents alone.

Hilae 1
-] <lowly, interestingly and hopelessly on with the 18th Century. With
For ME : ;

. figures, along the edges, amidst the facts. Geoffroy, La Harpe.
gie RS h}w described is the absolute dissolution into one another of
What has “-]nt Rococo, Early Romanticism, idea, sentiment, abstraction and
Enim:_ti::;]?}h. .E-t_.[uahlin[m- des lettres une et indivisible, the siécle des lumires

& [...] But | o not believe that 1 shall still manage this book. Not

poétiques. it B
that and not the ‘Memories'.

22nd October, Sunday) | | |
something from a novel \ couple of weeks ago we were infuriated by Gerstle.
His brother-in-law in Palestine, and he comes to terms with the ‘genius’ Hitler
and desires only a slackening of the foreign boycott. [...] A little while ago
Frau Schaps telephoned to say she wanted to visit us in the evening for coftee.
Her Gerstle children have been invited to dinner at the Blumenfelds and
would bring her to us in the car. At eight o’clock in the evening she called to
cancel. It is not possible today, | should not be angry, another time. Depressed
voice, no reasons given. Eight days later with the Blumenfelds at the Dembers’
farewell coffee, That was last Thursday, and yesterday Dember left for Con-
stantinople, his family follows him in November. Grete Blumenfeld very
downcast, tearful. | enquired, she wanted to cover up, it gradually came out
bit by bit. Frau Schaps - her ‘second mother’, Toni Gerstle — her closest friend.
I shall never see them again.” That evening the Gerstles had not gone to the
Blumenfelds after all. Suddenly ‘gone away’. Difficulties had been raised at his
factory, they wanted to impose ‘changes’. He required foreign currency for his
ig purchases, no doubt he did not stick to the regulations. Meanwhile the
Whole family - under new German law hostages are taken after all — was
officially at their count ry house in Oberbarenburg, de facto presumably already
over the border (to Czechoslovakia). Flight to the Holy Land; what property
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they take with them,

I nor Eva nor Gusti Wieghardt could suppress our Schadenfreyde. 'i'halr .

23rd October, Monday v |
Friedmann dismissed in Leipzig, Olschki in Heidelberg. — [ heypq tod;
Walter Jelski is going to Palestine. All three Sussmann daughters are ;

Fritz -Thiele here a few days ago, with him District .-'Hlm-nuy Fisc

we got to know in Leipzig. Neither of them friends of the Nazis, ave .hnm
vehement opponents. We ate at the Ratskeller with them. oy

Once, on the 14th, at the ‘respectable’ Kohlers. Particular iIndignati

‘German Christians’.”” Since her return from Denmark Gust; ‘»—"v“iughﬂti he
rds -

often here. |
When the withdrawal from the League of Nations took place
| believed for a moment that this could accelerate the fall of the 2 H»'L'rnma;g“'
| no longer believe it. The plebiscite and the splendid Reic hstag 'L.h.t_.m.m,q;nt-
12th November are magnificent advertising. No one will dare 0/ to vot i
no one will respond with a No in the vote of confidence. Becayse 1) Nobigg,
believes in the secrecy of the ballot and 2) a No will be taken as 3 Ve Lu*m..,-a;H
There are some things I shall hardly live to see: 1) the fall of the ,mn'um;nmi
Z) the construction of our house, 3) the straightforward €njoyment of 4 fr:t:
days. - Constant pains, and I do not know to what extent they are rheumgg
in nature, to what extent to do with my heart. Always Eva’s depression. X
money problems.

Iwice - pleasant autumn excursions — we were out at Hauber’s: 3 "r’l?l‘iiaﬁ]f
estate near Tolkewitz. Choosing trees. For several davs now Fva has beg
making everything ready for planting. She goes up at eleven, | fetch her g
three. The taxi costs 5 to 6M every time. Then afterwards she is very tired and
even more sad than before. Now she wants to have a wall or a bit of terrace
made. I shall go on saying yes down to the last penny, but | shall soon reach
that last penny. My shrunken salary is further suffering from 'voluntary
deductions. ‘Winter Aid’,” ‘National Work”'™ one per cent of total income, 1

per cent of income tax - that is how it is assessed. ‘Rector and Senate have
agreed - if there is no objection, the cashier’s office will deduct the sum from
the salary.” Who dares object? And no possibility of publishing anything. The
philological journals, the journal of the university association have adopted
the opinions and jargon of the Third Reich to such an extent that every pag
makes one feel sick. The November criminals' - Hitler’s iron broom - the

Jewish spirit - free scholarship on National Socialist foundations, etc. etc.

Bl

4 1ew day;

A h‘fﬂ}‘i

what the genius Hitler will keep, I L|lm

' Gy Mg
I delivered a fierce speech to Blumenfeld on the duty of inne; readip, E"ing
es

the duty not to let hate slacken for even an hour. %,
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e

rober, Monday towards evening
. : in _
LY { money as if my future were secure. Yet every hour | recetve a

3{}”1 pernt
I ok ;lnrn miy heart, and [ believe that my health is close to collapse and
T ]

warnifig . the tyranny will last for a long time yet or be superseded by chaos,

-hL ﬁnlllf to behave as-if, anything else would be even more pointless,
 shall €OD jitures: Eva goes up to Dolzschen and back every day by taxi

The E?“PE’;:: big planting day, a whole park. That may cost lf;UM ,Ta fﬂrtuné
Today Wﬂf' t_ Also 1 am raising money on my life insurance again, probably
for me nU:[- -m' have a cellar, a dugout, as it were, built up there, That will
about 6FJU n'u'l”-'-' interest payments, But Eva is desperate and putting pressure
meatl Eycl-,l”-”-]-“t and do not want to offer resistance — perhaps she will prove
on rni?;. I T:L right, and house will be built after all. And if everything goes to
to hl:s“'t;m 4t least she has had the happiness, and 1 have done what | could,
g:zﬂr:allw GVEINIORS. _ 5 T yig -

T prévost for 1.1;1-'}-'5, notes on lhul Hmulnw dr:“ _quu!uf, which would

3 e g very fine additional essay — subjunctive — if, that is, | knew of a
}’1E|d II - 1t.-F=Ul what else should I do except anaesthetise myself with
imm-m ijes? — Today in an interesting eémigré letter from Paris, Dr Elsbeth
”“ ﬁ:rﬂ&r writes that a German publishing house for ‘us’ has been estab-
;T.:::]Ed-in_ﬁlﬂl“*t“‘;mm' But how HH-EIL1|L| | appr:::-ath this publishing house? it
ould cost me my post after all, Wait and see for the time being.

[ now hear sometimes -1t cannot last much longer, the
noney will be gone in eight, nine months’ time, industry will break down
pecause it has been squeezed dry. l_hu.x [‘HLI!‘!'!EEH-;‘Q‘M, who was completely
pessimistic before, thus Annemarie Kohler, thus Gusti Wieghardt reporting

moods change!

what her Communist friends here and abroad say.

At the moment the ‘election’ propaganda for 12th November, for the plebi-
scite and the ‘unity list” for the Reichstag dominates everything. People are
running around with ‘election badges’ (‘Yes’) on their lapels.

2nd November, Thursday

Especially depressing day. In the forenoon on our plot, in the afternoon with
the lawyer. | am borrowing money again from the Iduna,' in order to build a
cellar. Constantly rising prices and no prospect of really carrving out the con-
struction. But Eva clings desperately to the thing, and her desperation forces me
forward step by step ... Large expense of the planting. Additional costs of the
utility connections. — The Hueber case looks extraordinarily bad for me.

Ihe Gerstle-Schaps-Salzburg families are living in a hotel in Teplitz. A
National Socialist lawyer goes across the border to them. Thus negotiations
with the government are conducted safely, and no potential hostages have
been left here either.

I tan into Janentzky'™ at the bank; he told me that Holldack has converted
from Protestantism to Catholicism; he does not want to be a second-class
Christian because his mother was Jewish.
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Walter Jelski has gone to Palestine. Perhaps he will m
ft

re

it is like something from a novel. After
I cannot help myself, 1 sympathise with tl*us. Arabs who 4Ie in ray 1
whose land is being ‘bought’. A Red Indian fate, says Fyvg _ i It the,
once at the Blumenfelds and visited Gusti Wieghardt once. In I,Em{":"'-'ﬂt dﬁm‘;
of the Gerstle case, Gusti railed against the ‘dirtv Jews’ in Palestine t"”f'l“?t.n“:,t
falling upon the Arabs. [...] What shall we do on 12th ?»Jnn-:::nim;ﬂapjtmish
believes that the secrecy of the ballot will be protected, no one };e]im; NU U
in a fair counting of votes; so why be a martyr? On the other hang: g Cithg,
this government? It is unbelievably unpleasant. 4y ey t
9th November, Thursday
At the first lecture Monday, French Renaissance, five people, for the ol
Renaissance lyric poetry, four, today at Corneille, two. These two: Loge hailﬁes,
itz, yellow Jewish card - really she wants to be an interpreter Sakop,

L&

been advising her for some time - and Hirschowicz, st
The mass of the students is L!I‘iii'!tt*!’!u;"rtw.}i_*-.' taken up with election f””pﬂgﬁnﬂ;-
pressure; Karl Wieghardt complained bitterlv to me abou
any are fed ypy,
: NUSt now seriously very
seriously reckon with the withdrawal of mv chair '
0 DE a good journalist, gy
hen business
200M again from the Iduna, to build a cellar o dugout, Eva is up there a gregt

father originally Turkish, blue card, the German students
they must organise parades, ‘publicise’ in everv possible way _
) _ p p [ 1\ Mmaost txnﬂﬁt
it It Lil}i{] d quits
unencumbered Pedagogical Institute student said to me. ‘m “
=L T F i 2 1 st lall: Rorafnre thaé A
tr?E bELI\ t‘:t_tj] .’;Jﬂlt!:l jt, .It 15 p{!‘\‘alhlt. [1"1._ .r'l_"-|.- . LEELL OO § -]_1!:._1- ['t””r htU{jEHH
will come to me after the 12th. All the sam:
. | And what am | tﬂdﬂ
if I am dismissed here? I can do nothing practical, not even speak and wn'ri
i M 7 l
French. I can only do literary history. I could also b
there ‘15 no demand for either anywhere. And vel dre putting all oy
hinancial reserves and more into the Dolzsc NOW we have raised
des}t}f and gardens and ‘moves earth’, and 2 labourer is regularly enlisted g
well,

It is with a certain lethargy that [ et everything take its course,
Last Sunday afternoon the Kaufmanns and Fr
coffee. There was a terribly heated scene, w
had resolved on a ‘Yes’ in the plebiscite. The Central Association of German
Jews had after all given the same advice ‘with heavy heart’. | completely lost
my temper, thumped the table with my fist and ru;-:wut'mlh' bellowed atJhim,
w!}efher he considered these rulers, to whose policies he was assenting, to be
cnmiflals or not. He refused |[.. .| to reply; I had ‘no right to put this question.
For his part he asked me mockingly why [ remained in my post. | replied that
I had not been dppointed by this government and did nﬁt serve it and thatl

represented Germany’s cause with a Very clear conscience, that I was a German
and [ above all.

au Rosenberg were here for
hen Herr Kaufmann declared he
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Nﬂﬂj"f’ifrp ropaganda for a "Yes’ vote. On every commercial vehicle
er-affﬂ‘*’"f-’a Jostman'’s bicycle, on every house and shop window, on hma{i
Hffice :3;;1]' are stretched across the street — quotations from Hitler are
ELI"LL] always ‘Yes' for peace! It is the most monstrous of nypocrisies.
Lstrations and chanting into the night, loudspeakers on the streets,

]DEI'ﬂﬂ lavine Te
[ +h wireless apparatus playing music mounted on top), both cars

cehicles (W

15. : N - S TN 1 .
and ”E'n!m.. from one until two the ‘festive hour'. ‘At the thirteenth hour Adolf
'ﬁ"StEFL ;

1] come to the workers.” Ihe language of the Gospels exactly, The
Hitler Wl ames to the poor. And on top of that the American show-stvie.
Hedueﬂ“i'-‘_f L{r ‘_.“_l',”.h the minute’s silence ... | was upstairs with the L}&m’t‘:ﬂ:rs
The how! .f]“{t[ﬁ room sat Frau Dember, doing needlework, Emita, an elderly
... 40 t”{l_?l'lilth'ff“r“ nurse and part-time maid, Frau Mark'™ and myself. FTUI';I
shop at Siemensstadt,™ For several minutes one heard the whist-

o quealing, hammering, then the siren and the humming of the switched-
ling: 5“1]‘1] y very skilful, calmly delivered evocation of the atmosphere by
oft "m{f;_ H'Hﬁ;” more than forty minutes of Hitler. A mostly hoarse, 5train&1:i_,
G*?Ehli: il-n'm'. ;'“”:_.‘ passages in the whining tone of the sectarian preacher.
ﬁf{:;t | know no intellectuals, bourgeois, proletarians — only the people.
1*;,'111- have millions of my opponents remained in the country? The émigrés
e '-F.{:Dlllll-infh. like the Rasser brothers.”™ And a couple of hundred thousand
IDDHHSSjme”mtjl,mliuta -interruption: ‘Jews!”’ —want t_D 'SE'tI.ld'[tUﬂﬁl'it millions
A another’s throats. | want oniy peace. ; hﬂ_‘u € 1Tisen from the E{.']'['Ilﬂ"ii&ﬂ.
ol [ want nothing for myself, I have power for another three and a hall

vears and need no title. You should say yes for your own sake. Etc., in no

proper order, impassioned; every sentence mendacious, but 1 almost believe:
llI‘]E[}ﬂﬁl'."iﬂth"-.' iﬂl_'T-lLl.h_li!'l]"-._ | |§||_' man 15 a |‘|'r”~lL.t._.'1-l._"L1 l’ﬁl]atif,

14th November

On Sunday I voted ‘No' in the plebiscite, and 1 also wrote ‘No’ on the Reichstag
ballot [}&I]"!.l;"['. tva lett both slips empty. That was almost a brave deed, because
the whole world expects the secrecy of the ballot to be violated. |[...] | do not
believe that it really was infringed. [t was anyway unnecessary for two reasons:
1) Itis enough that everyone believed in the violation and was therefore afraid;
2) the correctness of the result as announced was already guaranteed, since
the Party dominates everything without opposition. I must also acknowledge
that millions were made drunk by the weeks of boundless and boundlessly
mendacious ‘propaganda for peace’, which was countered by not a single
printed or spoken word. — For all that: When the triumph was published
yesterday: 93 per cent vote for Hitler! 40} million ‘Yes’, 2 million ‘No’ — 39
million for the Reichstag, 34 million ‘invalid’ - | was laid low, I almost believed
the figures and held them to be the truth. And since then we have been told
In every possible key: this ‘election’ is recognised abroad, ‘all of Germany’ is
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seen to be behind Hitler, [the foreign powers] admire Germany'’s 5,

conciliatory towards i
beginning to believe in ‘
On top of everything else ‘Lon
ation was that even in the con

is undoubtedly either
the rational ‘undoubtedly

don says”:'" what especially com Mandeq

centration camps most had voted “yeg Ead]m
I t T 1 Hf}q
2 If I have no choice but to read and hegy Someg

everyw e |
it — how shall millions of naive people guard against it? And if the

then they

}ii}lﬂiﬁv

electrical goods or other had been sent to her. In the middle of the agy,
text there had been a Communist article. [. . .] B_ut what good do such pi;
do? Less than none. Because all Germany prefers Hitler to the Comm
And | see no difference between either of the two movements; p,

materialistic and lead to slavery.

22nd November
Recently a great deal of socialising in our narrowed circle. At the H[mnenwﬂ
. 144

(only the two of us), at Gusti Wieghardt's, in Heidenau. There Dy Dresgg
examined my heart and my blood pressure and once again found ‘everythin,
objectively in good condition’. for how long’? - A certain depressigp d,ﬂ
resignation everywhere. The government appears to be stabilised, the Other
countries are getting accustomed to it, allow themselves to be impressed give
way.

A philosophical letter from little Hirsch. How he employs his time Profitabl
and guards against bitterness. I am going to collect these émigré and ghet
letters, 1 already have one from Mlle Glinzburger in Paris. Strange moods o
waiting, hoping, resignation, finding a role for oneself etc.

Hueber case especially distressing. A year ago it was supposed to get me my
rightful 600M; now it has taken such a turn that [ have to expect costs nr[
several hundreds and must literally live in fear of the bailiffs. Because whege
is the money to come from? Everything goes into the house business. [.. .| iv

clings desperately to it. She is up there now three times a week — taxi ther
and back ~ often has workers to help her, it all adds up and yet [.. .| it is simply
impossible to say when we will ever be able to live up there. For the time being
it is an all too expensive toy. But it makes her happy - and it is no more
expensive than a sanatorium.
Afi the lecture I now have, and that is probably final, eight students, in the
semmafs three and five: i.e. | am constantly under threat of being dismissed
Continuing studies, notes on the 18th Century, but without making anj
progress. Like this | would probably have to read for another two years before
getting around to writing, The attack of earlier years is quite gone, | read and

take things in and make notes, | no longer quite believe | shall complete the

¢ etc. etc. Now all of it makes me drunk Iy'twi"h'&

the power and the permanency of Hitler, |/ ﬂre;:;l an
fyl

I
a matter of falsification or compulsion. But What 'that
A
here, it is forced upon me. And if I can hardly guard againsy hf:liuvmg

L] lng
are indeed won by Hitler and the power and the glory are poal 4

Gusti Wieghardt told me recently that an advertising brochuyre ot Iy
e
rt15h1r

1Pricy,
Uniﬁ.[h
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.. My days are completely filled. In the mornings the long sojourns
: hﬂ‘USEkEEFingI then a_c:mplt of hours’ work, then washing the dishes

eading aloud, shopping - my only walk, unless | fetch Ewva fmn;
cofte€ r~-;_-55::]‘1t‘"- although 1 hardly set foot outside tram and taxi: | take the
Hohe_ndﬂ chemnitzer Platz. In the evening reading aloud ag,ainf. In recent
weeks 1 Eljeaf:-f-‘d simply if a day passes without Eva suffering severe depression

IEmeut trouble because of the Hueber case or at university, | have
and ““l become a master at suppressing all my worries, plunging ‘Eiagg@hﬂ
Efﬁizi:i};avm“.ﬁ.t word) into work, any kind of work. |
(R

12th pecember, 1 :f-”’-"'“'”}’ | |

\ week ag0 today Eva hm!_ to lie down because of a new attack of her foot

" and since then things have been very bad. She lies down almost the
whole day, pmppml up in the dining !'U{}!.l‘.! - movement always brings back
the pain - and the trouble has a terrible L-i_Iu;*L't on her state of mind. Since at
the same time there has been a severe tr_ﬂ.‘st, ;5 a result of which all the
disadvantages of the apartment are brutally in evidence - rooms which cannot
he heated, ice on the bottom of the bath, often impossible for Eva to climb
the stairs to the bath (under the root!) - everyt h_ing 1S twice as bad. At moments
of deepest depression kva virtually blames me for her ruined life and wretched
dving, because against her urgent wishes, her better judgement, her cal-
mﬁ]atmns and building plans, I had hesitated far too long with the construction,
yntil it was too late. And even after 1 undertook to do it, 1 had done so
hesitantly and reluctantly. How should | reply to this accusation? Could I
know how terrible the course of events would be, Li.juhl}.' terrible as far as Fva's

ailment,

health and political developments are concerned, which drain my energy?
And what have I left undone since we returned from Lugano? Still she is right:
[ resisted at first. The burden and the commitment seemed too great to me,
my inexperience in building matters too dangerous, |.. ]

In addition to the psychological stress there is the heavy housework. I have
managed, with an effort, to keep my Monday lecture going. Apart from that |
have not been at my desk all week. The maid comes more often than usual,
but most of it falls on me. In the morning stoke three stoves, take care of the
cat ‘boxes’, do a little dusting, prepare breakfast [...] — by the time | have
finished all of that, it is almost twelve. And then more of the same, and a lot
of reading aloud. And happy if there are no outbreaks of despair on Eva’s part
at the slightest thing, because they literally hammer at my heart. [...]

My position at university has deteriorated. Last semester the oral Pl exam-
inations were handed over to Wengler. Now the secretariat is rejecting written
€Xamination topics proposed by me. The senate declared that it was unable to
do anything about it. These are state examinations, and the ministry has
Wwithdrawn me from the examining board’. With that it is no longer possible
for the students to choose French as an option — which is the point of the
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: because Wi [talian instruction and is quite
. 1E}F mgIEaStEI [ will have no more students and Willnfammaf
to the PI people. I'T0 they

dispatched by para 6 (‘superfluous’).

cember, Fﬁdﬂy - '
15th De ; Eva at home for one and a half weeks Now

The last few days terrible. L | , a
iti e terrible cold - today the ; Mo
always confined fo hed. In addition the Yy the jce Durgt :

pipe in the bathroom under the damaged roof. Catastrophe of being una?e
to wash, My hands are chafed all over. | )
A miserable hope. The Dembers have :-:qld H]L’tr1hnu5t, the MoOney
blocked account. 1 made them the offer of borrowing perhaps 80\, e
at an interest rate higher than the banks. Then we could build 3 '”“ﬂjaltn I
house”. Frau Dember, whom [ spoke to for a long time yesterday, is I"E“’”llraltj{?
disposed. But will her husband want to, will the ‘-ililllt' agree? Both q”ﬁ““ﬂab[?
Meanwhile work has been started on the excavation of a cellar space, bys thL.
construction of this basement will, of course, have to wait until T is.:

is n,

thaw.
Today I was in Dolzschen village. | handed over a letter at the town haj ang

visited the same ‘Farmer Fischer’ who p|HLi}.{['iL‘t! up the land for us, to Ordey
straw for the shaft for the water-pipe. The smooth, snow-covered fields,
fog in the distance and over the low-lying land, but also over the plateau_bu:
blue sky above it were glorious. Somehow the white fields reminded e [,é
winter walks in 1901 in Landsberg when I was a sixth-former. [.. ] [ 4o not
find any time for my own work, but recently | have read a few things aloug
which are important for my 18th Century. |...]

16th December, Saturday
Only the water supply in the kitchen is working, everything else frozen up,
Living as if we were in a dugout. But Eva a little more mobile, no longer in
bed, and so her mood somewhat lighter and braver. | myself yoked to the
housekeeping, my hands so chapped around the finger joints that my hand
writing is affected, in the seminar I tell my three to six students it’s “g;urt:iening’.
But a little heartened and relieved by Eva’s improved state of health. Once she
can look after the household reasonably well again, | shall have to spend days
catching up on notes. [...] Thank God the Christmas holidays are neatr.
A grey sky. Slight hope of milder weather. The nights dropped below 20

degrges, We are heating the bedroom, which never ha ppens. We are constantly
freezing,

23rd December
No frost for three days and there has been a gradual alleviation in the hous

" a
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Jues to be depressed and not very mobile. | am still unable to
ork, the housekeeping devours me. |...]
think of W :ni!ﬂH the Dembers were here to take their leave. Their money from
[n the E::he house is in a blocked account, they have to pay 25 per cent of
the 5alf_ '3' Flight property lax, for a couple of days they had to register twice
it as Reich the police. Then at the beginning of the week Emita was arrested
S]ﬂfk in the evening: denounced because of reckless remarks ..
at ten ‘3' on until three in the morning, two nignts in a cell at police head-
lﬂff'””g_dt:rami-,‘.,.[md to the court prison at Miinchner Platz, there another
u.artE_ff"rf hm-“'-‘-" of uncertainty in a cell, then released. She described the
couple © sical stress of imprisonment in great detail and very vividly.
E;riﬁi‘z;d via the Blumenfelds, that Kafka, his nerves gone, has applied for
Li:

iirement. proken down at fifty years of age.
retl

Lod]

sva contif

3 dﬂ"’l Wiﬂ

¥ =

31st December, Sunday

e '[]] the last year Gusti has repeatedly demonstrated her utter imbecility and
stubbornness and extremism in political matteria. Against this | have again
énd again emphasised that in the end I equate National Socialism and Com-
munism: both are materialistic and tyrannical, both disregard and negate the
freedom of the spirit and of the individual.

This is the characteristic fact of the year that has come to an end, that | had
t0 break with two close friends, with Thieme because he is National Socialist,
with Gusti Wieghardt because she became a Communist. With that neither
has joined a political party, rather their human dignity has been forfeit.

Events of the year: the political calamity since 30th January, which had an
increasingly serious effect on us personally.

Eva's very poor state of health and mind.

The desperate struggle for the house.

The disappearance of any possibility of publication.

The isolation.

In June | completed my ‘Image of France’, which was no longer published.
Then a couple more reviews |. . .|, no longer published, since July reading on the
18th Century. | no longer believe that my 18th Century will ever materialise. |
no longer have the spirit to write something so big. My earlier books seem
frivolous and superficial to me. Is it the consequence of a temporary paralysis,
oram | finally finished? I really do not know.

Read aloud a great deal. Americans, Germans, recently also 18th Century.

Much thought of death and clinging to the most general questions, Until
I}DW, Renan’s ‘Tout est possible, méme dieu’'® seemed to me an ironic wit-
t1-:i:.=.m. I now take it literally and as my religiosity. What lack of reverence, to
believe and not to believe! Both are based on an impertinent trust in the

human Capacity for understanding.
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ening. | am a little afraid of thay
)

one this ¢t
: ; wport (o 1 aslk
comfort and support for us. | ask myself .

——

we shall be entirely al
little tomcats are always a
times in all seriousness, what 15 e st
The historical experience of this ye:
than that of the wak We have ﬁut}k deeper.
After Stefan Zweig's Marie .-lnmfr{;'m' - Il.‘:irt:lul notes made - | rgaq "
[a Religieust aloud, then Goethe’s Gross-Cophta. 1 constantly have jp, Ini:-?ernﬁ

my 18th Century should be yniversal, .thu whole intellectual hiituw ey
age, nothing fragmentary, and should be my best work - and in e of the
repeatedly say to myself: It will not happen at all. (Vossler'” ‘-*»’rntjn.ati”HF
me, why do I not publish airily

_emmad, perhaps with Heiss in Hmmluurg? ;
Because then | would certainly : wh??

lose my post here. And anyway af th
# ' : # e, L’
there is nothing to publish.) Mong,

Another greatest wish, and it will not be fulfilled either: the story of
And the most desperate wish of all: the house in Dblzschen, .;“h-'n,{?] m}’h'![,.
let Pritorius place an advert for money. Only 6,000M and we 4; “?*3 i'tfu,rE
‘miniature house’. But [ have no confidence in anyone. — Nor ha Juild the
replied. But he will not want to give me any moncey, and it he does Ih:: ﬁlﬁmbrﬂ
. Ockeg

the state of their immortal souls?
it is infinitely more bitter 'i1flcl
L
de

account will prevent him.

[.:]

For one month, since the recurrence of Evas foot ailment, | |
overwhelmed by housekeeping, and managed almost no -n.uri;; -]avﬁ hEt?.
| : - : : 0 ,
Reading aloud from my area of study is a small compensation I my owp

: R id LI _ 3




uary, Monday evening _

151 Jf .«tmas we had mounted fir branches bought for 20 pfennigs on the

For L.hlll“fﬁ stand, together with little electric lights and coloured baubles A

umhre, tcrle,;x not so easily transported and dismantled, is inappropriate because

Pr”}]E]I ot ;ritﬂﬁ- We turned this little tree on at twelve o'clock yesterday and

Dflth; : whisky. So it was a very quiet New Year's party. Before that I had read
'..Jmnl }rt‘.!l" he charming and light Sinclair Lewis."' Today again it was very
dlﬂ.Li; and for most of the time | continued reading aloud from our enter-
::;i:u;{fﬂt book. = Making notes in I‘urllwwln. (}:_1 Lthe Gross-Cophta, on Lweig's
Mesmer. Bul depression and "v"'-"{lll'l'ft' In spite -Dt it all. In addition to all the
;ﬂajur misfortunes there 1s continually the I'I'I_i['lf_“!f and yet very distressing and
increasingly expensive Hueber case. On the 3rd there is yet another hearing,
hich could cost me dear

W

9th January, Tuesday
Yesterday evening another meeting with Prdtorius. After I don't know how
many hundred. [...] Dember’s blocked account is now our last hope. Every-
thing has been arranged with Frau Dember, the money can be made available
for creating jobs — but it 1s questionable whether Dember will consent. His
wife will be in Constantinople on the 15th and will talk to him there. In the
last few days she was here once more from Berlin and visited us. Yesterday she
passed through (I'rague-Irieste), and the dog - the sea route was chosen for
his sake — was brought to the train tor her.

Another adjournment in the Hueber case. The judge has fallen ill for the
second time and the affair is now going to a third man. (Since October 321

Since a week ago and ltor a long while to come much time lost, torment and
expense because of dental treatment. | have unfortunately had to give up old
Petri, upright but Aryan, to support Israel: Dr Isakowitz, father of my student
Lore Isakowitz, who is sometimes his assistant.

13th January, Saturday

On Wednesday, after an interval of almost a year, I was at a section meeting
for the first time again. The new constitution - the old senate, to which I had
pledged myself, the ‘self government’, which was supposed to prevent my
Voluntary’ retirement, no longer exist. Provisional reorganisation: the Min-
istry appoints the rector; he appoints the senate, which is only there to advise
him, and which includes two students and a representative of the student SA
office. The section only ‘advises’ the section chairman, who is appointed by
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e more select’ section, as many nm‘l-I'Jru[
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Iking, coming and goirs: said, I have
talking, n, said, [ have to appoijp One "

eak quietly. Beste, th? IL'-f:hl]'rl'f].'I 2 e ﬂ
Scheffler .[pulltim! economist) or Fichtner (art hisg ,H]H-
Il be attacks from outside. Hv_u.p:rrmm: Do youy 0
¢ National Socialists? Reply: No! Objection: Thep 1 iy
at all any more. Beste’s reply: Iy iSn't ne xﬁl W
After all, 1 do not have Cegg

.

an|

others to sp
not kngy. !

miain mudsingers,
otherwise there Wi
decent, enthusiasti

not be able to talk openly here

ot discuss anything important here.
| can nominate ‘committees’” to advise me on anythyy
, 3 ay

mple in a small way, not even the very SMalleg
undermined from the inside, Neverthel gy
legs.

ay

Loy "“L”]'Wt-tikl

[ will n
the section;

everything. (An €xa
tyranny can he checked and

gh: no one dares to resist openly; each one is always an isolateg Indiyig |
: g

enou
who feels powerless.)
Sl

[ have already often been struck by how the Encyclopaedists’ skijjs Of ey
¥ ]J:.tlr ."'l‘ll[IL_ fe i : a .
; 1 . - i txrl.ﬁlli[]ﬂ i'
:_I::";

are reviving again in the face of censorship

: . § ; - he be ~;,|',“'."- i ,
Conversations in }?ann dre P“F‘“J'-‘.f-_ T-.“ "f” : HUET 1o Moses: e
can tell me in confidence, Herr Moses. Is it not true that you set the bush o,
F ¥ - > - [ & I 2 L rrai )} . . ¥ : ol
fire }'DUISE*H_.’ It was for such remarks that Dr Bergstrasser, an -Hh!‘;{;mtmth
Mechanical Engineering Department — an Aryan by the way - was Wﬂ’[&n--“
to ten months in prison by the special court

-

16th January, Tuesday
Georg wrote from St Moritz. [...|] Two of his sons already in ( ambridge g

Chicago. Now he is resting with the other two in St Moritz. They, the docty
and the engineer, are going to the USA with their wives; they have PIOSpec
and permission to immigrate, after five years they will automatically becom
American citizens, So GEUfg ﬁnnJy expects our situation to be permanent. for
me - without the slightest notion of my professional possibilities - he hope
I could perhaps obtain a professorship in France! (Coals to Newcastle!) [f]
neef money to readjust and to wait for an opportunity, he will lend me:
+sma I' a;lnnunt at 4 per cent. He himself intends to install himself Somewher
i P : '
;]1 sout e.rn Germany for the summer. For all its caution and enforced calm
the letter is very melancholy and somewhat
devotionandin r : : '
- | Ef‘!‘lE‘mbIaﬂLE of our late father.’ | have not yet replied, becaus
0 not like to write abroad. ;
Housework for
av av. Weari '

L ery large part of the day. Wearisome preparation of ti

y lecture. Next to no work at my desk '
e y desk, only the books read aloud nov

€0 Ot in with my 18 sigcle.

-]
things are like this: every day Eva is com pletely depressed for a couplt

pathetic. It is signed: ‘in fratemi

of [1;!L1f5r
poth alt
pmzﬁcht‘
Wﬂklf uj
de yree O
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urs, and then for a couple of hours we

am for a couple of he
black ice. Onlv

then |
. Fva has not got out of the apartment for weeks —
n could help her, but no possibility of building remains | myself
, every day with the intention of working and with 2 normal, passable
Seigaur Then comes the battle with the stoves. the effort of shopping
~r the household, 1t 18 hall past eleven before | sit down at my desk [...}; but
mrthiﬁ time 1 am already exhausted, A similar situation in the Eil'['l’:l'ﬂfmﬁl My
Ez’ttmgrmll_{_}[_tht.-hmmt takes me as far as the Reka: recently it has all- ;i_':l';_j
e 2k 1at came to an end today,
;haﬂk*7”d' _ . s , .
the quarrel with {;uﬁt Wieghardt we are quite isolated. Now Anne-
as here on Sunday atternoon after a gap of two months. As a belated

Since
marie W '
he brought Joseph and His Brothers by Thomas Mann. A

n me to the Neustadt to the dentist, T}

Chri
rhe press is no longer allowed to write anything about this notorious lib-

<tmas present 5
new book DY Thomas Mann — and | have not seen it announced anvwhere
eralistic author (‘liberalistic’ is now almost a more favoured catchword than

the already woITl out ‘marxistic’).
[ am afraid after every lecture, every seminar exercise, If one of mv half-
dozen would betray me afte: all. | never raise my arm when | enter: in the

ceminar and in a couple of minutes of conversation afterwards | easily let a

dangerous word slip out. [

27th January

situation unchanged, impossible to do any of my own work. Eva’s health and

the housekeeping prevent evervthing. At most an hour of reading or notes

once a day. At twelve noon the morning work is at an end and so is my
strength (the stoves, the ‘little boxes’, breakfast). In the afternoon washing uh
and reading aloud, in the evening reading aloud again, to bed at one, hdppy

if Eva is not prevented from sleeping by painful neuralgia.
Nothing from Constantinople. Our last hope, Dember’s blocked account!

My belief in an alteration in the political situation is increasingly faint. Today
the peace agreement with Poland.” If a Socialist or ‘liberalistic’ government had
done that! High treason, Jewish defeatism and the mind of the shopkeeper!
Now: ‘Adolf Hitler's magnificent new achievement.” A year ago they were
saying: ‘The shame of the Corridor® will be eliminated in the summer.’ But
instead the Stahlhelm has been finally eliminated today. Decree to discard the

field-grey uniform and put on ‘the honourable brown one’.

[
Note to Prof. Klemperer: ‘The Ministry has decided to cancel your appoint-
ment to the Examination Board . . . with immediate effect.’ The effect has been

there since the spring. The question is, how much further will it go?
Note from Teubner: Do 1 not want to look for another publisher abroad; he

cannot intercede for me any longer. [...]
Second letter from Georg. [...] In my reply to letter one [...] | wrote that |
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= d through and intended to remain i

n Ge
"gh all - : - Jer
was a German m";:]w Seorg Writes from Freiburg, he has renteq 4, : any .
So now GE0
the bitter end.

and embittered) will move in on the 1st April. ”mem
lat

[---)

rchases at Tietz. The big store is being wound up. pq
We made a few P the bare walls — the shelves gone — the halg Wergy
-

impression made by hrough. A couple of months agq there My,
G

le crowding 1 - . oo We
mbles.. mempegﬁ'm all the Dresden newspapers. Ihe managemeny o thEr"': big
advertiseln -

: d Aryan capital; could g

: . and it has raised / _ uld the i

is overwhelmingly Aryan ideration and not throw a |ar Peop
den please take that into consideration and nc 4 large

. I; out of work? Now it is being shut after all.

employee n in the cinema again for the first time in

terday afternoo Priagn s 4 o Mongy,

h Yﬁ:!es-: anyd amusing film operetta Victor and Victoria.”|. .| The congep l,l.”"

-ﬂf - : L] 3 o (" ; i 1 "l i

spretentiously amusing, the acting, the technical aspect quite Outstangy, {

tl:rphﬂurs of the most enjoyable distraction. But afterwards, 8~
U =

Ol {"'["Il_tf:w W
: i bitterness. It used to be such a matter e
t melancholy and bitterr atter of o

both felt grea Oy,

for us to go to the cinema two and three times a week, and how easy

fulfilled our life was! And now ... ‘-.i“v'e x-«f'uru]fi !-un-:lnl nlw.-n Hjm.hlﬂ I.n IMagine ;:E'
one could live with even a C]LIEll'l'i:.'i' Of the troubles and miserieg W]“Ch can,
stantly weigh upon us now. |

Read aloud from Thomas Mann’s Joseph. A quite brilliant achiey ement gy,

absolutely new. I must make careful notes at some point. Point of viey: fis
the Enlightenment until now, from Voltaire by way of Renan and P‘Eaub&.;
and Anatole France; [. ..] Really something absolutely new and very imprﬁsn—l;
(moreover less consoling and with less belief than Voltaire, Renan FIEI’!EEL
And there is nothing about this magnificent piece of literature in any
paper, the book is not displayed in any shop window, It bears the doub]
of being by Mann and of dealing with Israel (instead of some Nordic
hero).
[--.]
For myself | am leafing through Lawrence Sterne. How much Inspiration dg
I owe the old volume of essays by Frenzel, Renaissance und Rokoko, which
Father bought in 1878 from Schaeffer’s book circle in Landsberg an der Warthe
And [ always look at the list of notables who were members of the crcle
parson, rabbi, officer, doctor, senior master . .
time past with painful envy.
[]

TEws.
€ Clurse
Easter

. with emotion, and for some

31st January, Wednesday

e e ?lﬂss from six to eight cancelled: ‘solemn hour’ of the studest
m;'; z;ﬂenzve:;aray of Hitler coming t? power on 30th January 1933.00
archist ﬂSSDEiatim};; B dﬂnﬂunm“}mt by Goering: he will dissolve lthe n_lﬂﬂ'
state as against the Left 'FI)';TEEq Just as firmly against these enemies of the

- *hat raised our spirits just a little bit yesterday. Th

February 1934 £

N

e constantly destroys it enemies, constantly emphasises that ther
yoVer e Germany any more except for the NSDAP, constantly achi .
is nff' Iit victories. Just like Germany during the World War. The suppre:::x
Id.ELI.:Z]ﬂghE"""iﬂH parties is inf;ru:tilihrl}* Cynical, they have done nothing for ﬁ;dnlf
ofthe state, declares Goering implacably. Without the German National
}”tler:ef, the National Socialists would never have got their 51 per ;menna X

howe : r. This terrible duplicity i their
ancellor, their power. This terrible duplicity is no more than the German

ch t‘Dﬂﬂl";‘ deserve - and 1!q,’L‘l lhl‘.:}' dIC My hﬂp{:_

Natl :

ond February; Friday

] '.ﬁw 30th of January brought “The Law of 30th January’. Unitary state - no
1 4ander’ any moOre. Absolute cf-vnt_ralisutinn. That is what the ‘Jew’ Preuss’
«rove for in the Weimar constitution and was nowhere near able to achieve.
.l always saw it as xumt-l_l'mm grand, as the great French example. Now it has
heen decreed by a handful of brutal state robbers. The unanimous acceptance
by the Reichstag (the 600 National Socialist deputies) is a farce. [...] Has
G‘Emmﬂ}; really become so completely and fundamentally different, has its
soul changed sO completely that this will endure? Or is this merely temporary
lethargy’

| have ploughed my way right through three of the six volumes of the Very
average Lettres juives.” 1 can no longer summarise and write as I could years
ago — the strength of purpose is missing. | cling helplessly to details. The way
| work is more ‘scholarly’, more ‘thorough’, ‘deeper’, more ‘mature’ - certainly
all of that; but I cannot reach a goal any more, real success is absent, 1 am
older and have grown too old; 1 no longer believe my 18th Century will ever

materialise. Once | would have read a dozen of these letters; now | shall go

through the next three volumes as well.

7th February, Wednesday |
On Saturday we went for supper to the ‘respectable’ Kohlers in Waltherstrasse.

It does one good, that these completely ‘Aryan’ people from quite different #
circles of society - the son a probationary grammar school teacher, the father

a railway inspector — hold on to their vehement hatred of the regime and to
their belief that it must fall in the foreseeable future.

On Sunday we were at the Blumenfelds for evening coffee (as the only
guests). Here also (fluctuating moods!) they were no longer quite so convinced
of the everlasting durability of the present state of things. Because there is a
grinding of teeth throughout so many strata, professions, confessions. — But
inwardly [ am disheartened again and again. And my strength, all my physical
and mental strength is increasingly exhausted. My work is completely at a
standstill; simply preparing the Monday lecture in time is a martyrdom. 50 |
welcome the fact that the semester is already ending on the 24th of the month.

-
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the students have to report for [

—c s I hecaust : X AT e r SE F
Admittedly it is ending ime sees education, scholarship, thghtwumentﬂme
egime Sc&

ks them accordingly. .. {.
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because, in fact, the I 2 by

real enemies and attac

s evening
: sday toward. o
15th February, Lisesmend nd mood are a little better, ang that

" th d

ent Eva's heal RN : dns
At mE‘. Fot d a sigh of relief for me. — But the pressure of WOTrTigg & .ﬂ
ok Eggrrjnhﬂpe of making any progress in Dolzschen. The Dembeys
minished. NO '

a5t » of money, are completely «
AcC as my last hope , y
cked account W Pihd o i
i e of the Hueber case 15 also undiminished. A
pressur

100M — for the time being Hueber has to pay it, .’"” in ”“‘_
wiIIhat the very least, be partly against ”_"'I dm” Hi,m.” 0se hundreds, Nt;rwhﬁ're
anr!pmnliﬂf ﬂ'f an alteration of H‘]t' plnl'ltr-.a.ll' HHUIJIIHIE] - 0N the L.‘ﬂutrar},_, th
heavy fighting in Austria’ means that the .Hi_“tlr_ Fwit} : l:,-m]-'.:um WIapped jp the
Eiﬂr}:ﬂf peace and order, and when Dollfuss and the Social Democras have

| k

bled one another to death, Hitler will be the heir. |. ] |

But I grasp at every little piece ol L"{_‘H-THHT'T | |"J:II I-.ﬂ.xf nli.ﬁrl:s,'nh:r dgain, tha
she gets out of the house just a little bit rru-rill!u‘u' tO .L J"F-"Hl'i:lril tO cut treas
yesterday evening accompanies Annemarie to the Ia:,:s.lcar‘! dI'.ItE. then looks in
&uupie of shop windows, today into town to buy a large quantity i-”- WOol, iy
she finds pleasure in knitting, that she is pluckily bracing herself o advang
the ill-fated construction of our house step by step - all of that is 1 COmfort

me. And then: [ read aloud for hour after hour, often late into the night, Ang
then: one takes delight in the two little tomcats and in a camellia Coming jng,
tlower and in the mildness of the weather and the approa ning end of Winter
And then: the hope that this state of boundless ty ranny and lies myst Vet
collapse at some time never completely disappears. :

Today was the first session of the whole faculty under ‘Fiithrer’ Beste Raised

right hands, a student representative, Assistant Professor Scheffler in A
uniform, Assistant Professor Fichtner with the Party badge - and everything
mere formality and show. But this arm-raising makes me literally feel sick, and
the fact that I always dodge it will cost me my neck one day. [.. ]

[ now borrow books from two lending libraries, Lending libraries (without
deposit) have shot up like mushrooms in the last one or two years. In my youth
there were a few lending libraries, then the institution virtually disappeared
completely, survived only in watering-places — and now the lending libraries
dre everywhere, even in the poorest districts of the city, as abundant a
chocolate shops, as abundant as the little pubs once were. And vet there has
never been such hostility to the Spirit in Germany as today.

16th February, Friday evening
Now a new ordinance has come out after all,
allowed to lecture after the 24th of February, if

according to which dons are
the majority of their students
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f; ve to do Labour Service. So [ shall lecture until the end of the month
t na \

cturers and the students now sit on the faculty; in her medical
rie showed me fierce attacks on the professors of medicine
]‘nurnﬂij_ oured the non-protessors and lay healers [-..] It is all based on the
whic? IM:”. they look for support from those who until now fels themselves
same 5}’_52L1l11-1 those (really or seemingly) ‘without rights’, on the hungry, on
I‘*JEB]EEH-:LI f little people. In the past the word was: Against the i.fgj{hi_'*a;jg or
thelrnﬂf‘i‘l_g capitalists! Now, much more appealingly, against the ij_-,',
against tfrulﬂ Teubner to my letter [...] Teubner points tg imponderables’ and
Hﬁpl}; to answer my questions. The best thing for me is to write my book
ST J\.—’I in French; he has also published Wartburg’s language hi.‘:t{.'}r*} directly
d'w.d “ h! = 1 shall overcome my present depression. | shall write this book
in H_i?;“ .wril“ it in German, just as I think and feel it in German. [...] As |
j;:::l.;ritiﬂ}i there is L-.m?hmi wi;ming ar.ui nmrt_hin_;; 'dﬂij music-making outside.
guild-up for the torchlight march in lTHH‘H: of Reich Governor Mutschmann *
Big advertisement in the newspaper: L:L'ril'ﬂaIl men and women! March with
uﬁfl Every national comrade must be there.” Etc. etc.

[.-)

declin€é

21st February, Wednesday morning

On Saturday (17th), after a considerable interval, we had guests for the evening:
the four ‘respectable’ Kéhlers, the Kithns and a brother of the wife 3 thirty-
vear-old farmer without a situation, congenial, simple and engaging, 200d-
iamkiﬂ?,- dark-eyed man with a prominent scar by his right eye (did not go to
university, so from an accident”)., Kithn continues to predict the regime's
durability. It may change, but remain. One also has to hope for it, otherwise
there will be chaos. He compared it to the Jacobins the rule of ‘the little
people’. He said, in a hundred years, when all the ‘mendacities’ and minor
abuses were forgotten, this revolution might perhaps be called ‘typically
German’, because in comparison to the French and Russian It 1s 'so bloodless'.
That depressed me greatly, because Kiihn after all is both an altogether unsul-
lied character, with a feeling for legality, and a serious historian. His brother-
in-law, Korner, evidently a supporter of the German Nationals, talked very
interestingly about the countryside. Until a few weeks ago he was an agri-
cultural inspector in Mecklenburg." The government demands and enforces
Very precisely specified deliveries for Winter Aid: so many hundredweight of
potatoes of a specified size and quality, so many hundredweight of wheat of a
fixed specific weight. This was absolutely the Moscow Communist system. It
broke up the big estates, created peasant holdings. But in the long term it was
only the big estates which fed the towns, and this is also the mistake of the
Present regime, because of which it must one day collapse. (Likewise, a few
days before, Annemarie related that in the factories the trade union, under
another name, was now more mighty, the boss weaker than under ‘Marxist’

rule.) — The impression is growing that the government is sliding ever more
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githn says, in one 0! his last speeches t;m.mmt
towards Communisn- . pﬂi;ﬂﬁf to the danger Il‘hi-lt threaten, eve S iy
' &% erful. And that is exactly wh,, Y ey
scarcely di too powe , 7 WAY he pe
olution if its radi pe that the present regime maintajp, itsg g
thinks pne virtua wing. Komer, in turn, mnphﬂgj- + Ty

bt . T . s rrem ; ‘s[:u
it can only sucﬂummken place in the SA. Initially an elite force _ Now . h! :
change which hﬂﬂ; o anreliable elements. He also talkeq abgy, ligy

mas ' 4
army of the

tility betweern SA and Stahlhelm. : the
egciR e }?m ~mplained about the pressure on his COnscience -
o Kﬂhff‘f Cinarfd religion, he could not bear for much longe, Hli'h.
s i‘EEf‘hEI. thl?[m;a new course of study: medicine; it would be ﬁiqlth.eis'
sircia flljr;mg l‘:zianjties he studied business management, (A st*]mm”ﬂ'
hecause betore

{Iv has to ho .
b to its Commurist

g

_ - the purchase of a ‘Luther Rose’ with the
. natures for the p € lege,
had to collect sig d

P I‘Eﬂl’j HiﬂE’r'+ r‘] : . .
Tthsfel;tifs whom I sent Teubner’s letters, replied cluelessly ang HLIF?E'I'ﬁEiEJJHr
OSSIEr, ; '

He knows that Athenaion took the new Italy chapter away from me, by, ht
dvises me to offer my literary history to -*atfu',*mmln. e also intengs
I']li}'j-‘-"ﬂ "':I ber’. Is he so unaware or SO uninterested |'|'Hf]-.i[1]1...- the |al.'|1|_:|
;if:t;fe a l:w wéeks ago he advised me to I’_'“*m”“1‘m road, and now he ach'i[;
me to try in Germany first ‘with less timid !?IIJ‘HH}’!L:FH _ 2y T wroge ]
Teubner ihat I am sticking to my contract. |.. .| |
This evening at Frau Schaps. — Weather worse, atmosphere -L.ii”Ufﬂju'. Bo
Eva'’s and my nerves have gone to the dogs. Eyes badly inflamed - Hi‘iuiing ﬁll
the time: Dreiser’s The Titan. Notes on Mme Tencin's Mémoires du comge d
Comminges.

24th February, Saturday
o

f Frau Schaps read out letters from Haifa. Much distress beneath phucks
humour. Difficult and absurd learning of Hebrew - only the hild at schog|
learns quickly [...]. liny apartment (three rooms), furniture ruined by water
Jule Sebba gives cello lessons for a few pounds and takes part in conservatom
concerts (programme in English and Hebrew but completely European musie
Beethoven, Brahms, ’I'r:haikmrsk}r}; his original business plan appears to hase
got nowhere, a new one not yet found, and the man is almost as old as | am:
they are €xcessively grateful for 200M which Frau Schaps sent, Nevertheless
HI]EIE must ff'.'E‘ S0me money there; some he managed to get over to Palestine
couple of weeks. A capitalist ;ﬂu. g h_f:.r'-.v!r Will travel to Haifa fora
any tourists into thf o tT: ter: the Enginﬁ HUVL‘H]HH"IIH does not Elut'.ﬁ!.'
immigrants) whﬂcannntsh;w Eh S, Dt have oien. Sulicy .Imﬂ
she had WHhat they have 15,000M. I then asked her, sing
: Just come from Berlin and Was relating how the very voune Jewish

Eﬂlﬂﬂnun hﬂd l'E& thf cﬂuﬂtf}’ Wh 3 : : &
+ What people there in her circle thought
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the situation. Prompt reply: They believe the worsy IS over; if there are
abott ats on tariffs, things will improve again. That means: These people
rllfﬁ_ if they can look forward to consolidation of the Hitler regln[;:e ;{:1;
o the foreign boycott. They may be forced back Into the ghetto, may
and humiliated, their children may have 1ot their homelang - but
an do business again, ‘the WOISE Is over’, [t is SO infinitely
sless and dishonourable that one could almost Sympathise with lh;e
S{IETHI;MI Socialists. Afterwards Eva said that some People let themselves be hit
?anijfﬂ face with toilet brushes without taking offence. To me it seems like
i tJ.qm, a return to the medieval ghetto. Fray Schaps was quite unaware of
flzr;jﬁg.Tﬂf‘i"'““w% ”I. wt-].'n .h.]tt" was ru]_:r::rt@g. She has a very copj nature,
ence her unbroken vitality. The trip to Palestine: 3 beautiful new journey

ﬂgrr:t.‘
are hapl
an end t
pe kicked

15 long a5 they ¢
‘ -

h and

emotion. [. . 4

ond March, Friday evening |

| wound up this bad wum-a!.-:-: On ‘»*_»ni:_u-at!a};. | took the penultimate Corneille

class with the ‘Jewish quota’, that is, little Isakowitz, and the last one with her

and a young man, who will .mm' take his state €Xamination with Wengler,

Things did not look much different in the Monday class and even in the
Mmlﬂﬂ}' lecture, four to hive, nine to ten people. That repeatedly tempted
me into subjective digressions, intimacies, unguarded remarks. but had its
attractions. To some extent [ was addressing people of like mind 1 alwayvs had
the feeling 1 was, as it were, inoculating a couple of the younger ones or
turning them into carriers of infection. I never raised my arm. — How long
shall I be forced to continue this game. how long be able to continue it?

Last Sunday a now almost “Ustomary evening at the Blumenfelds. We
encouraged one another to show spirit, stoicism and sCepticism; we heard
beautiful Schubert gramophone records; things even g0t to the point that Eva
played Schubert. Meanwhile Blumenfeld has been halfway brought down. As
a teacher at the Pedagogical Institute he has ‘been pensioned off’. That means
he loses money but not the right to teach at academic institutions. It is ever
more evident that the Ped. Inst. is soon likely to be completely separated from
the University. Then para 6 (reduced because su rplus to requirements) can also
be applied to me.

On Wednesday evening Kurt Rosenberg and his wife, the doctor, were our
guests; Kaufmann's Hamburg relations. to whose marriage we ourselves lent a
helping hand (and now their oldest is already over five!). Rosenberg has lost
his job as a lawyer, but has earned so much he can sit back and watch for a
couple of years. He now thinks that by buying out another lawyer, who wants
10 8o abroad, he can obtain a new licence to practise. With the Rosenbergs
t00 there was endless conversation about the duration of the present regime.
Hﬂsenberg, who has an understanding of the agricultural situation, does not
believe in the financial stability of the system; but he doubts whether political
collapse will necessarily follow a financial one.
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56 /F’;;;ker Mattersdorf would m

plumentelds had mmgﬁ;heard the story with a stupid i”i'liffb:.m Iy
tter. Matt lite; a wooden house seemed to him g,

ndalmnst impo acquaintance of his partner, r;.'nun-::'l g
rned out that he is related to my NIE}'{:'I}I]{;”H[
eck had died in August, we talked famiyy, h

Hild 2 o Ya
. oning to see whether he cannot get 1., “M
he is g0ing holg of

for me, and will let me know by phone. 1 ap Wit
baCanv hope pritorius is optimistiCc once again, S0me

toa ‘ _

s tgage.
is going to provide oot g]i and Eva has alre;
b in Hamburtg is becoming MOT€ spring-like, ve Hds diready begp, i
I The weathE: days. Two wagonl0ads of manure were delivered today, 5 thD
acen . - : 2 sy Fa oy e v
| twice in mafread}’ know us, and 2 couple of time I've been told, drove oy
taxi drwershﬂuse e Anished yet.’ Then I alw d}.allhm,_ tO Say m:“"bh”it‘ctlu
38 F?;irnished yet even now’: and privately | think, it'’s never £0Ing tq IJi
It is no |
fnished. Eva is bol

der now and at the moment even her nerves are o
in a better state than mine. [.

] Teubner has concluded our exchange of ette.
for the time being, with nuthiﬂg resolved: EEL hlr";L t;;] Lﬁ:]-it tfll:‘.h'L‘IH|lIHt‘l‘ltﬁ, h
Days which follow baﬂk_ﬂppmﬂmmﬂ.tsfm 2ol L[r g -L]. -.L“.::{~1H[“!-T hU‘sirlfesm
are always especially painful for me. | ted_sm h uFm ia .;:_ ”J 1.“ nelpless, Ap the
others around me have financial reserves: Eillrllenrc]u_ Rosenberg, Demjpg
Edgar Kaufmann, who 1s fiddling a sickness insurance in ]’_‘11: estine, Sebba, g4
Kaufmann - ‘Hammerschuh, German-Christian Enterprise’ I read every dayig
Prager Strasse, and the Kaufmanns live oft Hammerschuh, the old ones hee
and the young ones in Palestine, and [, ‘well known’ professor of Romance
Languages etc. etc., | cannot escape my troubles and will be completely
destroyed if the government dismisses me.
| told Commercial Councillor Meyerhof how in 1897 Leonie Hildeck yseg
Hans Meyerhof and myself as guinea-pigs for lectures on Ibsen and how |
stayed away because | was taking cycling lessons. The last time | heard from
Leonie Hildeck'* was when she wrote to us a year or two ago, asking us to look
after a young sculptor. At the time I declined because we were quite isolated
and without social contacts ... She apparently had an honourable (editorial
obituary in the Frankfurter Zeitung. Nevertheless she is c mpletely forgotten,
50, after all, is her more famous friend Anselma Heine."* — [ am now constantly
haunted by the idea of the ‘History of My Life’. That makes three ideas: the

d house, the 18th Century, the autobiography. And behind all three so often
now - Nevermore.

he hecame friendly. Result:
It private gnancial

. bap;
Ii I hﬂpe ﬂﬂd }f{,‘,‘t cling nk

iy pair again. On top of that the
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i1 cost a few 1UOM, which of course

, will again be

.t W | [ = dﬂ‘dﬂft&d fro
ceatmet™ - for the house and get me even tighter by the -

e Y the throat than is th
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case anyWaY
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Jgi‘f _ondition has improved a little. The tlmmughgning treatment of her
Evé |

ggtpﬂﬂﬁ‘j for a couple of months after the most urgent repairs had

taken 11 hand and with the onset of spring she has been able to take y
peen in Dolzschen. Naturally this gardening costs ; s

gardEI.llﬂg axi a labourer emploved for d: nk & @ great deal of
noney: trips by t_a_:s.u, dnf R ]1 € ;‘{r ays at_a time, at 70 pfennigs
an hour, orders .EIHUIH , au .}u, ll'l.l;”.Hrf._, fm.} § ... Again and again there are

s at which [ am Llimmt_ 5_L1fl1nml{-:d Dy money worries; but partly
through apathy, Lmrl!;ﬁ ,lfl ,“.j%,mh, {:ll'll:tﬁll:_i”:t" | han-'i'z refmhr:d a point at which, 1;1
principte, [ do !'ml ”.]-d.lfr dl IIfI:‘I}-.L .U]_ "- Or nmn;. th{fﬂ.a day ahead {Jr‘ at most

th. | force myseil not to think about a bill which must be paid in the
coming monthn. T'_-trlmlm [ shall manage it after all, pe.rhapa there'll be a miracle,
perhaps the bailiffs will be put T“” ko ”"L‘_ : i’-‘I‘Lli not tlll_ the month after next, If
qntil then Eva has a few less fits of hysterics, if until then my heart lets me
down a few times less, then something is gained too. At any rate the dull
pressure weighs on me constantly

Likewise, closely connected with the worry about money, my attitude to the
worry about my post. The new semester does not begin until the 7th of May;
yntil then there is relative security. Then perhaps I'll have no more students
and be discharged like Blumenteld. There has already been talk of pensioning
off the whole Humanities Section. But why worry about what happens after
the 7th of May? Is it so certain that we shall still have the same government
on the 7th of May? The comparison with the Jacobins is popular just now,
Why should the German Jacobins last longer than the French ones?

So I live from day to day under a dull pressure. The studies on the 18th
Century inch forward; occasionally 1 see something of it clearly before me; for
seconds at a time | believe that the book will be written, and it will even be
my best book; but mostly | feel as if | shall never get back to writing at all.
Besides, the housekeeping (heating, making breakfast etc., the cats), Dolz-
schen, the dentist, to whom | accompanied Eva, all the reading aloud took up
an unbelievable amount of time; if | manage one or two hours on the 18e
every day, it's a lot. |[...]

The same thing when it comes to health. Repeated heart problems. Tiredness
to the point that 1 fall asleep at my desk, pains in my throat every time 1 do
physical work, sore eyes and blurred vision but also hours of normal life.
Sometimes | think: just another three or four years; sometimes: perhaps even
twenty. [.. ]

We were at the Blumenfelds twice recently, the second time with Frau
Schaps, who is going to Haifa to visit in the next few days. Once with

Annemarie in Heidenau. Once — an excursion — to Hauber’s market garden.

tEEth was P

her
momel

1 morl
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eavesdropped in fact! very “”t*ntl}, .
hEth SeeIm to Ihl‘-flf “‘t‘l‘” ”“.]n: J‘-"-Igr-'l"-."i dmp

Everywhere we liste
8dip

toms of the political
which point to an €n
now become complete
is obvious to many who onl .
Bolshevism’ and as a ‘lesser Vit
In Breslau there is a studenthu g
severing than original, but a compe

several volumes i :
;lread};ff:le everything Recently 1 wrote to thank him for HUIT}E‘thing Elm:i
e sen : =l ax i R
; sd voursell as a universitv lees ..
asked him: Have you already qualified y V lecturepis o

when will you do so? In reply came a letter: He is no longer allowed t Qualie
himself, he is also losing his post ds an assistant because his wife i ”””‘Al‘yan
daughter of the dermatologist Jadassohn. He would like to go abroad but lla;

1 one-and-a-half-year-old child. — The usual fate now,
is nei in Délzschen ‘give shape’ s
Our petty bourgeois neighbours in Doélzschen ‘give shape’ to their garden

as we do. Terraces and rock gardens (a big tashion!) are being laid out. I there
not a new classic horticulture in the making? Not a return to the 17th Century
but perhaps even further back. Eva says, a ‘more formal garden design, m'ﬂ'];EI'
architectural than before’. Is there not a revival of something like the Patter.
card of diverse landscapes and architectural styles en miniature, which charac.
terised the French garden in the 18th century before and side by side With the
jardin anglais?

My 18e follows me in everything I do, see and read. Above all | am Constantly
occupied by the question of intellectual imagination, the tertilisation {';f
imagination and religion by reason and learning. There are X analogies with
the 18th century throughout contemporary life. I should like to write an
introductory study like a fugue about this whole relatic nship: the fairy-tale in
the 18th century. If I ever write it, it will be my masterpiece, If. . . |

-]

-- t
ture. Recently , o _
ﬁ:] within the foreseeable future. National SOcialjs
iy or almost completely identical with Bolsheyg,. *hﬂi
v a short time ago regarded it as a ‘bulwayy, ﬁgia' :
| R ]1'!51
f Neubert, a certain Kurt Jackel, mqp,
and hard-working felloy

25th March, Sunday
Total exhaustion; repeatedly fall asleep at my desk. Most recently i
through Folkierski, Entre I¢ classicisme et le romantisme: began (‘_;mgircr. Phil-
050p1y of the Enlightenment.” | find my task gets ever more confusing, my belief
that the book will be realised dwindles from day to day. ,
ang:a;;?::::fsuii h;]dfGr?tEm here for tht‘ afternoon and evening. Very
away a lot. Grete waj 5 EEimg of last year. The universal adversity has swept
ez youth) has invs n -EI’ wa}f to Pr?saburg. Her cousin Bunzl (the love of
* 1nvited her; and since Vienna is closed to us, he is putting her

re. Grete spent the night in a hotel.

April 1934

N and speculator. He made it possible for his bro

5‘_: Lt‘ti him condescendingly. In 1913 he visited us in

:LLWH“F en ruuu:. frum Venice; they were his BUests. I still have a
f all three, feeding pigeons on St Mark's Square, | tan see ‘Uncle

i soft, 1ong untidy drooping moustache. During the war he established

u 4 of big factory; I came from Leipzig to give the €mployees a couple

a5, which were very well paid. Later things sometimes went badly fo

of lectu! ;L_”m‘“nw,-, very well. In his imagination he was al A
aﬂ;”hw_tud to help the rest of his family. At the end, well i

. cgpposed to have been planning a wealthy marriage, Now the breakdown

he is sy} IU pemﬂg find the courage for suicide?) Sussmanns are supposed t::;

where d _ . T .
:W e Jost money as a result (happy the man who still has money to lose)
14V . = ‘

the M
qlways W

I[ﬂ the last few days Eva has been in Délzschen a lgt again; the gardening
has been keeping her busy. The bricks for the construction of the wonderfyl
llar have also been delivered. | do not know how much longer 1 can stil)
L

o money for all of it. It in the next few weeks, as has to be assumed, the
Hueber case is decided against me, then I can only pawn the harmonium or
the library or something. I do not want to think more than a day ahead; but
the dreadful, wretched weight on my soul is there €Very morning. And my

situation worsens every day.
Today in Dresden the big "Rally of the Saxon SA’, 125,000 men will parade

in front of the governor. Crowds, flags, garlands, POmMp and an unparalleled

display of power.
para 6 of the Civil Service Law, by which any civil servant who is superfluous

to requirements can be retired, has been extended for a further six months. It
will be my turn in the summer.

[...]

Ist April, Easter Sunday

A week ago today we were at the ‘respectable’ Kohlers. We were supposed to
celebrate their wedding day on the Saturday and were somewhat mysteriously

put off. It turned out that they had not wanted to inflict ‘that’ on us. ‘That’ -
I would in fact have liked to see it was the arrival of the SA. The inspector
had had to receive 95 trains (special trains in addition to normal traffic) at his
little Friedrichstadt staf lon. He says he had witnessed the mobilisation in 1914

45 a railway man; this had been a similar feat and a greater one (because then
| stopped, but this time was carried on
s.tmu!tanenusi}’}. 50 a practice mobilisation, and the foreign powers must know
that just as well as we do and even better. In the most diverse circles war is

Passenger traffic had been

00w thought to be possible, indeed almost probable.

-]

mmercial Councillor Meyerhof of the Mattersdorf Bank recommended

Ta ‘ '
Aneberg, a ‘business adviser, to me in the building matter. I took the ever
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> wmarie KOohler was here 3

of Easter Monday Annemaric K her with her m
5 the same mood. — On lTuesday on

onversations, 4 i _
~ .- ien continued her journey
sburg: Grete, W ho tl | V on Weq.

on | packed her. a little forcefully, into a taxi angd droye :
ardening fur|:_mr~.h together with the Work !
ey

Sth April,
On the evenin
Always the same ¢
journey from Pres

nesday. At the stati

e re Eva was g

Dolzschen, whe e A = S,

updm cleaner’s little Annelies. The wor ker had brought her two Jity, Pine
'1 1 ) i - . 5 .

and our d pie‘iﬂtt‘il them. ‘Pinched tor vou [Ti15s,! Says th

I Lg

trees as an Easter present an Bwelbepnntod o1 b
. . e he man nad started out on o
bov in the Berlin primary school. The man R i 1S Dicycle 5
, norning and cycled as far as Prussian woodland

four o'clock in the 1 . 3 |
Blumenfeld — we were there for a cotiee CVCIITE

his lecture ‘Religion and Philosophy’. In two days | composed a twelve.pe;.
LTi-tiCdI review in which, apart from Blumenteld and Cassirer, H%L.mperm alsgl,
gets a word in. It was my first productive work for ages (truly!) and thyjs Dage

I'-.11]‘|,'L' [ne l.}h.l I_'lll'l".t-%[._ripi l:lf

will certainly be of central importance to my 18th Century. Then B]Ull‘lﬂnfeid
was here, we had a discussion, and now he has sent me his rejoinde or
elaboration. The Blumenfelds are now travelling to Italy for three Weeks

(despite or because of his being pensioned off). |...]
It was both shocking and characteristic to see in Grete the extent to which

everything German has fallen away from her and how she can only, and Wants
only, to look at the whole situation from a Jewish standpoint. Yoy may
persuade yourself that you are German - I can no longer do so.” Then the
horrible ghetto oppressiveness. She relates with shining eyes as if it wep
something altogether special, that in Pressburg the Jews move around treely,
that in the personal announcements in the newspapers there are names ]iL:E
Cohn and Levi next to aristocratic and Slav names, that a talk by the chief
rabbi is reported respectfully etc. etc. She is in addition all too impressed by
the enforced rejoicing at government festivities in Berlin and is convinced r;f
the unlimited duration of present conditions. All in all therefore: she has
become un-German, inwardly degraded and quite resigned. That no doubt s
how things stand with very many Jews.

[..]

249th April, Tuesday
[--]
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gy of Delille’s ‘Gardens” " out of myself. But always this paratyay
yectd ﬂuwhal for? For the drawer of my desk! And always the lﬁ-r?-bTH
uf‘ﬁ‘i"_": oney difficulties. The Hueber case is about to be ;\ruund ¥i :. >
asin; ¢ expert opinions have stymied me. | suyed for 600M: it ? f}w'
# lose that amount. Where to get if from? And where ;::J ﬁr‘:d‘,fl?
e next life insurance payment? Everything is put ingo the tri :.
-nd from nDalzschen (an ditempt to 20 on foot ended in a g[.:;t
ATS; fainting attack, Iunn,. sleepless night) and into laving out the
' The bit of cellar is now built and stands there rough and unfinished:
sarden: , of getting building money seems to be written off. A wooden nous *
any h”PLﬂ ate mw_—ggpt;—:h!u and a civil service POst is no lmngf:r regarduﬂ:;
a flat W_L The anxieties are always the same: money, the house, Eva’s health
ical situation weighs down on us - and nowhere is there 4 way nul*.
not always - more hopeful than | am. She believes tl‘ijz_n she
ars before us; I myself believe | have only a few Vears

secure.
, poli

the p¢ =

fva is now often ”
4 1 still have many ye

A

[

[ﬂffﬂff me.
L--;*lur Neumann, to whom I had recommended Johannes Kohler with such
€ - o ~ _ _
iR died unexpectedly, only just 65 years old. a few months before his

SUCCESS, -

retirement. el Pl
on Saturday we had the Wenglers, brother and sister, here, Wengler is now

xamining the primary school teachers in my place. Yet Wengler inclines very

i, 1 B " Z L : b

, AT ommunism. | learne 3 first Hime the . -

SETUH.?E‘-“ towards ( :Ih:[ l.Jl"'-L-]- | learned for the first time that \"sfngiu[g

mother was 1-|11;]1a}‘|. that in the parental home he spoke Enelish more than

Germarn. | want to Know, Ol ey cIYOrie who comes [rom a L'lifffit‘ﬂt 'L‘H'Eltf, what

he thinks about the permanence of the present state of affairs. The Wenglers

do not believe it is stable

-]

7th May, Monday
My third semester begins today. Very possible that it will also be my last.

Because, as admission to the PI is blocked — where are the students to come

from?

I3th May, Sunday
On'Monday no one at the general lecture and the seminar. A crushing experi-

ence. With a pension of perhaps 300 or 400M, as things stand, | would be
acing disaster. In the evening I telephoned Beste, the section chairman, to
naﬁf}r him officially. He consoled me: general state of affairs in the university!
UH;:Il[msjE”- political economist, last semester still in front of eighty students,
e ;’nlln f_mnt of un.e hundred and ﬁff}’, had six. Reasons: a) the students
e Yy just rjeturnmg from Labour Service, not all were present yet,.h}

ity study in general was being throttled. - On Wednesday (French verse
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female students. ]me
: e psychology lecture, one g
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theory, one hour) [h-‘fl.d two

with students, has I“u]r 35“: Now | sh
. : r class.) |
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industrial p w. After that there will be another two weeks Noligy,,

- rialise tomorro +ended f : |
will mal.‘F:' un holidays have heen extended from I::-m to two Weeks Th
The Whitsun : new ‘Campaign against Fay|t Fing :

CIx

‘red f{_'ll' thf

no doubt requil ; : ¢ intellec
steigents B4 3 d they do not want anyone Lo study; intellect, -*‘-Chul.;n: -
and Grumblers;, afl < "0l

nemies. A i
ar?:je’:mpaig“' was inaugurated by Goebbe s on Friday. Speech in the Berli,
is ‘C: : e
Sportpalast. Gross rabble-rousing and a ‘last warning 1o the Jews’, Flagray

L = ‘ATE] WC loes not cease, 'romise not
. if the foreign boycott ¢ Ot 10 gy
threat of a pogrom "

; _ 3 l0 not claim to be of

3! . tlv in their homes' and « - e Of ¢

them ‘if they remain quictly 1 — There is desperation bel o

Europe 1934, Germany: - LRETE 15 AESPE: eiind:the Who|g
¢ diversion. Work on the |]HEIHHI},‘| |‘:Iniﬁ;i'1'u dIng thli

ly faltering already. In the same speech, addresge
101 ]_}-‘J}-’ Ot 5.11.‘|"F["~. we made no ‘Iﬂ[i'l'f]hﬂ}th Our

all wait and see whether my Sem; Ig

equal value’.
speech, a last attempt a

Reich motorways is apparent

to foreign listeners: We cani ] | o _
predecessors did ... The whole system 15 O IS 1451 legs. 10 will surviye e

collapse, and what will happen tha;n ? s . |

We hear more and more, especially from the ‘little people’, on whom tpg,
rely - our petty bourgeois neighbours I | :
etc. — how greatly dissatisfaction is growing. Ihe goy
drifting towards Bolshevism.

On 25th April (after an interval of years) Spamer was our guest. The sociahje
folklore man from Frankfurt, with his interest in primitive ways of fhink':ngl
He had been to see his publisher in Berlin. He said: In Berlin everyone Was
expecting an imminent collapse. Not I. The masses let themselves be talked
into believing everything. If for three months all the newspapers are forced tg
write that there was no World War, then the masses will believe that it really
did not happen. That has been my opinion for a long time. (Word for word))
Perhaps Spamer judges things too much from the perspective ol his profession,
A couple of years ago Eva once had to have a light ether anaesthetic, The
anaesthetist tied her hands very loosely to the arms of the chair, he reassured
her (now just start counting, nice and calm, nice and calm! and so on) as if
he were talking to a child. Afterwards she discovered that the man was a
paediatrician. Everyone judges things from the perspective ol his profession.
Spamer is like that paediatrician, since he is constantly dealing with the
childish side of national psychology. It is no doubt present everywhere, even
among the educated. But surely not alone and not, at least not always, domi-

Dolzschen, Kuske our H]}!_Ii1|-;1jt]_;,EI et

crnment is :r*:u_rt-agingh.

nant. [...]
Continuing work on Delille. The study is turning out very well, altogether

the work of an old man, microscopic, enriched by much experience and yet
squeezed past the all-embracing (the history of the whole 18th century). Itis
taking up a disproportionate amount of my time.

Every morning as I'm shaving the nightmare of the Hueber case weighs mé

down. Two crazy opinions against me, prospect of having to pay 600M o

e
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//;/;::H where tO ,I_l‘;j't this maoney Irom, Tt_ldF:l:-f a 1l:!ﬂg IUHg hnﬂ‘f
and 1 h Langenhan really did no more than make 2 fair copy

2 rhi '
i W {) of my letter. Final appeal to the court l...] The

word 1or WOrcC
rs 1O DE imminent now,
AT 4
,h-{'maidrr.ihh' heat Eva Is In Dolzschen at least every second day

50 spend one or lwoO hours tn:l_;:mg her. The garden is splendid
- llat anished. But no possibility of further building work and ever-
= Lt. ots, 1he taxi costs 5.50M each time. If we try to walk a part of the
asing LID." -;Imi' a serious attack ol nerves are the unfailing canﬂequénc&
ardt — [ met him in the street |...| - told me that on the 1st May
and the charwomen) had participated in the festive pn;u:uaaiuﬁ
members which had been ordered. R{:cently there had also been
osition at 2 student meeting, when a camp in Schellerhau had been
ppen ”_PI. the Whitsun holidays (to ‘encourage community feeling’). They
,;,.nif“fd mrmw rime to get down to work, the marches etc. ieft one m:; nmrt
here too a gradual awakening. But for the moment the phrase,

Tr‘n'rﬂﬂted tﬂ i
e certain of the ‘youth’ of Germany, reigns supreme

for studying: S0 |
Fl-iii“'ﬂ ¢ ar

the National ¢
1% phs A CAE A R B . _
my OwWTl memories: | see mysell as a sixth-tormer mounting the stairs

As tO R . S
the classroom with Grimm, my tellow pupil. [ want to affirm something, |
h} B | i 1. - : k
10 longer kKnow what, and as | am saying that it is truly a matter of the heart
1- : I 'l i = _ 3 " =

 strike my chest with my hst. Yet | have such a lively sense of shame,

t all and is lalse, that [ still feel it today. It is the

me 4t 4l

for me,
this gesture does not suit
rom every theatrical expression, every

feeling of shame that holds me bac
‘hetorical gesture oIl I} own behalt. Which also makes weeping impossible
ior me. It is always embarrassing for me in the highest degree, if in the cinema
or while lecturing or Struc K by some thought | teel tears rising. Which lately,
given my shattered nerves, is all too often the case.

lJ l2?111 April l went with bEva to see "trustee’ Tanneberg, whom Commercial
Councillor Meyerhof had recommended to me. Tanneberg has not yet given
up hope of procuring building money for us. But he does not seem to have
any success either. Inspiring confidence, the man told us he was a front-line
officer, a former member of Stahlhelm and joined the NSDAP before the
seizure of power’, and still belongs to the Party. But all around he sees
mismanagement, ill-feeling, catastrophe can no longer be far away. He con-
demned the lack of proportion of the anti-Semitism, he maintained that only

the subordinate leaders were still using it for incitement, at the top they were

already trying to calm things down. [.. ]
Our latest achievements on the Kirschberg: the planting of the yew tree

(seven hundredweight!), which | gave Eva for Christmas, and the acquisition
0fa 22-yard garden hose., It was already much needed because of the constant
heat and drought, One day recently I hauled over a hundred buckets of water.
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o Ma;l?ls”"d‘;‘:imtud and worked Ingvllu-r In our I};‘_'l?h“
On the 16th we Pk e
Melancholv pleasure. The Scherne

Whitsun.

en
d
[s aré coming for one and z hﬁf[ dj: rdﬂ],

, o

Y3 ﬁvﬁ:

13th June, Wednesday

. mv fairly meagre free time — housekeeping! Délzschen! -

}1” E;: I?JE jtua_iv Begun mid-April, expanded constantly, complete
e Deli ¥ , iaNRr
;{lﬂ] June, aside from reading through the very closel

a significant role in our life since a L'n-up?r.;- ”I, Li;n--.ﬁ- J;;_-n}. His mot !“'Il'_wuq F.n;._;
he has assets in England. A law prescribes Hlt.llf 1€ must realise them ang
transfer them to Germany. Afraid of inflation, he Is looking to invest j SECurg]y,
It is possible that he will give us 3 loan, | 4!|.~ longer ].l‘-ljllh'[;_‘. any req| hrjpé_
we have been disappointed so often. Meanwhile Eva continyeg 8ardenip,
fanatically, on average every second day. Taxi rides now take Up aroung 31[1}5
of our mﬁﬂth!}' budget. I usually fetch Eva towards L."'L'LI'Hi:"!t':.:.' | walk |-1pthrguge
the park, after 1 have ordered the cab ;‘H Chemnitzer Platz. Al the dn’m-‘r:-ﬁ
already know us. | myself have been up there repeatedly for several hoyrs at
time, .t{: ao watering, carry water etc. (For three months there has been ;
hardly interrupted drought; the harvest is already said to have been bag)
aftected. — We see everything from the point of view and heart’s desire of
Hitler’s downfall. And so this too is not unwelcome to us. although the garden
is dying of thirst. Besides watering is still allowed in Délzschen , Whereas ther,
is already a ban in many places.)

...

At classes: Art poétique - Friulein Heyne and (sometimes) Fraulein Kaltofer
prosody - both girls, principal lecture, classicism — the WO of them and Heg
Heintzsch. He is an SA man and says plaintively, ‘1 am not a soldier” |
::autiuusfy-incautinus!y talk politics with the girls at the beginning and end of
classes. Both strongly anti-National Socialist, both oppressed by the feeling of
EFTﬂ”ﬂ}ﬂ EEPE"CH”}’ HE‘}*’I‘]E. d f:.'i:lthﬂiil..', who WIOte me a fine letter in Spriﬂg
from her work camp. She said to me recently, ‘A kind of catechism was
read out to us. “I believe in the leader Adolf Hitler ... I believe in (rermany’s
mission ...” Surely no Catholic can say that.’

I'have a great dea] to make up; all the important things turn on the one
thing which is suffocating us. But everywhere. or almost everywhere, thereis
nevertheless a shimmer of fiope. It cannot last much longer.

The Scherners, fat, hearty, childish, greedy as ever, Yet their fortunes ina

mall town and their enslavement to the pharmacy. He
at lunch-time on Whit Sunday,

Is first words, before any greeting

will not perish, that will win, they
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o that! Such a throng of people, such deunuun, such splendoyr!
t des l-h"-' city centre, Victor! .. ' And Scherner ran 4Way from the
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1
aminary: allie ; 2 Is not allowe - gl
qermni! 51d us: In Falkenstein one i l.f al “_“d 10 buy from the Jew’, And o
He Ic in Falkenstein travel to the Jew in Auerbach. And the Aue

~ ‘]L. = ! - PN T 1 & ¥
_ n buy e
in {ul

le from the one-horse towns travel to Plauen, where there's a larger
sYE . : .
Ll[i sartment store. 1T you run into someone from the sdme town, no
| anyone else. lacit convention,

rbachers

the P
Jt‘ﬁrifi hc

. 46 Seer : ) ) ' . |
one N from Lotte Sussmann in Berne, where she js taking the viva for her
1_,;"['[[;.’!‘ y

1te. The style of the Encyclopaedia, the game of hide-and-seek with the
:Jmmrcll_i- full bloom. ‘1 am so optimistic . .. I would like you to share
censors 1{1 1 really not a Cougist . . ' Embittered lines from Georg in F reiburg:
e gt ['jtl agree ilil all with my opinion (profession of Germanness, '{uernmm.*
s CHHT camp!’, definite hope of a speedy end). In the summer he and hl":l
: H:l'nl to visit their son in England, then his children in the USA. Felix’s
a doctor, has now also gone to the USA ‘We want to Set up a

a little

1§ LI
wile W

'..'E'}U]'[F'ﬁi' =Y
};EEHIFL"'“"-“I'"H there. il et |

rhe Jelskis here on their uf_x to Huhﬁ-mm., 11:}111,5.;. dlatremng. but in many
wavs interesting hours. He, 67 now, h.aa retired an_d Is taking a cure in Johan-
n:f-ﬁﬂd- [ had an imp“-w.imz Of {..'t.';lnh_tdf;'fat.ﬂﬁ senility. Out of a certain con-
rariness and a childish pleasure in dispassionate objectivity, he sympathises
omewhat with Hitler. After all he has achieved 2 great deal for the nation as
1 whole, he is a "daemon’ - of course, the racial idfﬁiugﬁ' 1S wrong, but the
jews are not blameless. Marta for her part almost wild with hate. Wallowing
in fantasies: they should be hanging on gallows, and we should march past
and strike them as thev hang there. 1 cannot help mvself, she is hysterical, but
on this point she is far from wrong. - Their house was searched once, her
youngest, Willy, early twenties, is close to the Communists. She is travelling
to Prague, to find out if there is any chance of a post tor him and any possibility
of studying political economy. Her old friend there 1S supposed to help her.
They have repeatedly had the most dreadful quarrels about money matters,
but the friendship always begins again — oh happy rabble! Freudenheim-
Bloch,™ the dentist, already charged Eva quite shameless prices in 1904. Bloch
15 a self-sacrificing woman and is nursing her husband, the ‘Marxist’ author
(Revisionist), who fled to Prague. She gave up her practice, established a new
one in Prague, cares for him. — Walter's fate in Palestine seems to take an
almost comical shape. Through Edgar Kaufmann'’s good offices he got an
Insurance job in Jerusalem. But only provisionally, since immigrants who are
ot farmers or artisans must demonstrate that they have assets (about
10,000M). He has for some time had a romance with a very Aryan young lady,
a Baltic German, related on her mother’s side to Count Zeppelin; she is a
SeCretary in Switzerland. (Some time ago we received a postcard from the pair
of them on 3 trip to the south of France.) Now she has come into a fortune

4nd bought herself 4 Hebrew grammar. They want to marry and share their




| Shall Bear Witness
66
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s possible. Because in Zion the
where that ISPFEI nobile fratrum!*' To me th
s h'E;‘lE;tatE of 70 Ap (destruction of Jery
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are just as ﬂﬂ"fmw? ab;n;,; canting, partly thﬁuse winding p,
‘cultural roots, thﬂl;]fatcf'i for the National .‘E-;m".m!im. o 1
they are altogether a_ nal Socialists, that they simultaneoys)
s abﬂfuitdﬂi ﬁN‘-’?tt:]USDFiE‘t Russia and with Zion. - With
munity of 1aea:

her somewhere,
the position of the

C Elnnl
5
want to go back to ti

Sdle

her

: ho has returned from visiting her Sebba L'h”{_ir'{-q_-'| ing:ﬂ,r,j“
i bchi{ljji:nw hatred of these Zionist doings (Whereas r-‘.h:nu-nf'ﬂmzf] .
-onfirms ) Al
;:? rl_']hﬁi‘ses with them). 1
bt s daughter Lilly at last married and off to Urugum [he hugp,
M.ﬂlttas Efregtﬂ"?‘" at the legation in Berlin and student of Music there :ﬁd
1'111;;].:;?:; fn a factory In .hJ'S llfumvmr?fi: E‘I»';l; ajuliri'f-. .-ui,._lwhr .!I:i.i- Ome 3 ILdLhE;:
the state conservatory which drq not L-H:T*.r.t.r k.l .1TL.| .:_ the ””“‘““‘-mm
shortage of money. — The Jelskis m.-'*w_.nr:.i :[a .a;: i Short)y .F-wfm hang
Marta had the most ferocious quarrel mih 1€ bloch woman + whom spe -
now travelling as a friend, because shu.*. -bJu_u;nl  S¢ nt an ex ely large '-jf‘ﬂ?a'.
bill, which was not paid. — Perhaps Eva and | took the wes .

One has to see the funny side of things. Because the ma
thick skinned that they are not really touched bv di

L1115

'.;_I 1

'€ SDirit
Fraulein Riidiger was here on 7th June after a longe >4P (0ne year), we hag
already fallen out a little on that occasion because heor Y Tesponse to e
hitterﬂess was that I was overwrought and should taKs €St This time ‘?J‘J;
made a wild, hysterical declaration for the ‘Fiihrer ' .

fiecessary reply (in the presence of Karl Wieghardt), She tn that; ] (‘al]rmt-
discuss it. I have faith. We have come home — we have not been af nome sing

1918." 1 asked her, assistant in the German Department, the enthusjastic

Student and devotee of Walzel what Kant, Lessing, ¢ ethe, Schiller woylg
have said to this ‘home’ Reply: They would have been in agreement With it
One must have ‘faith’, for all the ‘tragic details and errors’ \nd today she ha
written me a pathetic letter: Tragedy, pain over the friendship, everything
must take second Place to Fatherland and nation, the miracul, us deed of the
Fiihrer, in which she believes.

Yesterday by contrast in the State Library:

A collection of manuscripts
f. Vollmiiller (Romance

: 1
Languages) has been offered

:w’:fm“g there with Ulich, ouple of months ago. Ulich is in the USA
S wmﬂﬂpﬂiﬂmﬂ 0 my brown suit. Not yet brown enouglh
> hﬁmtﬂmﬂ Was signed: With best regards, Heil Hitler! The

ity
d, thejy., Uy

_ Ntae,,

3 ‘3"“1] e ir] ; {aETJE
: 0

Naiya ﬁl

the Kugler Hostel!")
tOnstantly slept in 4
officially dnnounced, [jke

time, hajf hidden
discharged 100, o
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ﬂ&élid consolingly in the
Directnl;]jt believe how few National Sur;ialhh there are. So

‘ou WO T . } :

You W Je. First with their arm stretched Out, Hitler salute, Then ¢
to S€€ im the conversation. Then, when they've become Certain t
r: in C ’ LT L Y I : :
“d}mhave to raise my arm. I say “Hei]” _ but I cannet Utter «
”DE}! “God bless!” But the Nordic 1dCe IS more and more
¥ A . . ,
usud one’s face has grown longer . ., The 1st of May Festival”
E“‘; assembled forty people here, There were ftve left for Hitler
ha + fits with the thirty students who participated ip

Tha T (Y

tlnjwrf.iw ‘enterprise:.)

L |I'

L%r 5th June, the young Kohlers together Witr

:n for supper with us. On 9th

polzschen, then for suppe “This .
arents. Exasperation and certainty that it js ¢
D S.

in evidence.
was 3 failure |

§ Tadio speech
the PTOCession of the

Reich Education Minister, according to which
ei

four-week ‘national political overhayl (OVerhaul, again the mechanistic
our- _ _ ) = N '
rarminology). The ever greater tyranny a SIgN of ever greater uncertainty. —

Fraulein Carlo is often a visitor at the house of Kaiser, the former Saﬂmn
Education Minister. There too, they are waiting a .

Stahlhelm — Zentrum — Army, Kéhler hq
will happen until the death of the alre
dent of the Reich.

{“Jnjﬂth June at Hauber’s, long visit the dey
man of 56, looks older, took us round. We
way torward, complained a lot. H
the! SA and so without anv
hundred marks, an expert, 35 years at his post)
daughter and wife. ‘I do not see mucl
E]!W:‘:]-}f“j with their organisation:
them; mistrust has been S
dme (very German, verv
people’s chancellor’

The people’s chancell
Week'. For several days.
streets all week
Dresden’ and

all teachers are to get an annya]

Jartment manager, Steffens, a
£0t into con Versation, he felt
mjd—m-'enties;, une
benefit, The tathe

his
mployed, but in
r has a salary of 200M (two
and must provide for son and
 of my children any more, they are
| also have to pe careful talking in front of
‘Wi in the heart of the tamily.’ The year before the
aid with shining eyes: ‘the

1S SOn.

petty bourgeois) man s

'L was recently in Dre
AS prescribed, {
long, NEeWspapers printe
30 On. But the SA.
Was on permanent alert (I

sden for the ‘Reich Theatre
orests of swastika flags hung in the
d articles: ‘The Thrilling Experience of
Insofar as it was not deployed on the streets,
know that from my students: ‘All these days in
» and the Leader dppeared, disappeared, moved around,

different place and at a different time than had been

the Tsar, like a Sultan and even more fearful.

of the a Pproaching collapse are multiplying. For the first
in a new victory report on the ‘Battle for Work’: ‘We have
0 emergency and a small number of permanent workers in

And the signs
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ii dl r\

[Q);

more dangerous loudmouytpg in ads
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the mysterious ‘order’ from SA chief Réhm 2 City
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i . rent
to the 3 come again. But on the 1st August We

e shall not TR, i
el do what is necessary ...~ What does th

about the tremendous lack of

went on Jeave. &

- t
prief hope
Ihek o i full force and “
DACRAER ery side consistent report L b .
And on every ¥ that the foreign boycott continues and ca;
55101
And the admis

 of war. Everywhere uncer
e copstant rumours of war. Everywhe cert
of. I addtion day to day
f m 'a g, F . .
pgets e 1ve whom [ had not known, Wawrziniok (Moo,
An older p[‘.ﬂfE‘SSUL y . ad been verv Natic ROrCy
: himself. It was said: he had been very dtional Social;
fruction), shot RiMSELL. B . | ist,
cons an and of Polish extraction (Poland: a. .
Arvan and ( - <Lour al
4 emphasised that he was AT _ allyl)
< E-;I ?1 come to light that he came from Breslau and not frop, | purg
en N Rk - (e
ifnha t:ackgmund The truth? It isat any rate characteristic that sych
an : .
=T ¢ 2L VEAT- i 11S wife k
circtilates after the death of a sixty-one-year-old man. His wife h, €N oy
honorary senator for years because of her great services on behalf of Studen;
welfare. Her | know personally. |
Something restful at least. Once, the Orst time in months, we Were at the
cinema. We thought there was ainEpU_rﬁ h?m IL"-"a."ﬂtjiL] not know yet, byt it Was
the familiar Ein Lied fiir dich [A Song for You|. Tant Mieux: we w, uld gladyy
see and hear it a third ime. So much music, humour, good a ting y todo® ]'_!
Was 4 real release for me. [ felt the effects for a whole dav atterwards
Now for the next two or three weeks I want to deal with the reviews whijc
have built up for the DLZ % the only one to remain true to me. And then bacl
to the 18th Century. In truth, after the Delille study | feel as helpless ang
ignorant as before. But I have sworn to myself to begin writing by September
at the latest. The Delille work is an altogether mature and lmportant one. [+
l'ﬂ-EST g:w; me the courage also to tackle the work as a whole
Ty day 1 expect the verdict in the Hueber case. The |5th Mavy w: y
deadline. Since thep < viay was the
‘ - SHCEthen silence. It torments
Dnn;""ts e every morning at tep ag | go to
;mr? upz ;nsme, of the kind that Langenh
neved fo -
PLiE fanother twenty-foyy hours.

-]

€ EVery morning as | shave. [i
the letterboyx If there is no vellow
dll sends, then | teel I have been

of [TII\'
. thing complete in jtself
will last, Ay least in the sense we

Hitler and
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i 1o work is at a standstill on the Mot I the
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on leave: "We wish to grang OUT ep, > lig
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, If he has a loreign policy sy Cess, then

: Nne Stays
rom the report t 'rI_EEJ.":.' that the ( alif

~ 5t rsri'E'.I!j.'{y:

Nian Baer won the

re | gain !
o championship against the Italian giamt Carnerg, g
h"}}'tf}"mmm'“tm- s a |lew. H"i_-ntrut;i}' Our rlm-«.'a;'mp,:-r i -“ s
o ﬂy.mi give him a chance against the Italian, - Eu’;rf:, ;.id him to

mysell. Baer = Samson = David and Golis

udaicu™ over Delille is ruining my eyes terribly again
f TI
peadins ] had suspected

'i]]lﬁHt‘.f tharl

, Sunday
wather’ = heat + lack of rain, abnormal lack of rain, sucl

‘peall havoc for three months now, A Weapon against Hitler!

o causing Ao e
e tLt’_rd'n-' afternoon and evening at the Kiithns [}it}t:-:*:;r:hﬁnhmda-[ 0ssnitz)
Yesterde, i

arden, veranda, fruit wine with resulting hangover today Doubly
’ 2 i P - " - ¥ 5
walks, & resting long conversations between Kiithn ang myself: a) Phij ‘

1 as has

Lvinte Ological
trebly ! he present state of affairs, which he e :

- . '] L | Ll cd i 1A ', [ -1': LuIldtr["lI‘lq - - = .
_+a He calls the pre SIS, pure demoe.
dispute- gl

-nd what I call by that name, Liberalism. But he already uses the word
- T T ¢l _ : . t a3
R 4 . ol i | STE Ytent | Vhic o P + =R - )
siheralistic’, such 1s the exi O wnich the lcl.mnulﬂﬁ} of the National

wocialists also infects its opp -n-..-:':*.x (cf. .mfﬁ' Ipi"lih;u]ugt::al notes on the
;111[#1'1:-.'”“'1]-]“' h) He I'._:ﬁji‘-.-l_'-.ll!.';l,- nis study of "ahIJ_I'Lf and Rousseay which [ have st
:';w:en reading. To ]Iiﬂi_ Rousseau is t|l.i1. Latin egalitarian un-German. (Yet he
:;EES Montesquieu as the precursi Herder, Herder had ‘set Montesquiey to
nusic, he told me.) — He professed himself an opponent of anti-Semitism and
vet [also] fundamentally an anti-Semite. The German is Creative, is in fact at
one with nature, Luther, Meister Eckhart had creative Imagination - Spinoza
is not creative, a mere mathematician. The Jew is Industrious, flexible. mabile.
uncreative. There is no real Jewish musician nor conductor. Furtwangler ‘carries
oneaway’, Otto Klemperer does not, - He was surprised when | told him the
National Socialists were losing or had already lost the bellum judaicum.* ‘So
you do believe in such invincibility of “World Jewry”? Then the animosity of
the convinced National Socialists is really quite understandablel’ | emphasised
thaton the contrary [ (just like the French) saw a certain relationship between
Jewish and German thinking. He admitted there was something to that (Old
Testament and Protestantism). But his basic feeling is nevertheless: the Jew
increative, mobile, secondary - the German ‘creative’. — Also at the Kithns
were the Wiechmann sisters and the Zuchardt couple, whom we had met
there once before. He is 2 secondary school teacher and dramatist: he and she

di¢ ardently anti-National docialist.

14th ,'H,fy

 have Just sent off the eight reviews to the DLZ (which | have been working
Psince 11th June), [l
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And how nauseating: In the reports at the beginning of Ju edery
group was pushed into the foreground. As if only they had Mutinjeg ﬂ:a,hr
Hitler were a moral cleanser. But after all he knew what the |m'l'rri;l1inr1~.nf1 -”
intimate friend and chief of staff were, after all he tolerated the ""“”"lE'I'iL'Erm][H
a large number of people accused of slandering R6hm in this fespect, ang t_h']f
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.il i rere : - a2 e | | '
| red him. The progression of feelings here runs from 2 deadened
wersion and revolt.
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[, .- . 29th of June, delighted by the building affair, | gave Eva a lovely

on ”_1_’“ M"'”H-“. on the 12th of July a giant rhododendron bush. Karl Wieg-
-“’PJ[]UHFJL_L”.-]q:.-ll hard with her on the 29th, he was our guest, and there was
hardt ha ;‘ﬁ yarkling wine in readiness. Then the young Kohlers appeared
4 U”“lv_ HI i].xl'. ;”m- the meal to congratulate us. The bottle of wine did not go
H“”WE“_: .I-[]I].r'L-L'iLIlL'iI, On the 12th of July we were guests of the Blumenfelds,
far, but ¥ ‘.”;”.n. was there too. There was such a Neavy, sweet Zion wine that
am_i 1.1::&1“1 is still rebelling a little against it today. But perhaps the fine roast
my 3_’!;,[;“]“.“ to blame. Apart from the good food there was very beautiful
E{tnﬂ-r 1-hx:+m- music, a Mozart concerto and Bach on wonderful records. And
:Irltf:;{’—f‘* felt a little elated by the feeling of the ‘beginning of the end’ (scilicet
tertii imperii™). : " :

[n my bohemian y¢ name krich Miihsam had a certain significance.

:
alcidn
. L4

_ w him 2 ka1l ad )+ B P g .
[ do not know wh w him and talked to him myself, or knew him

only from Eva’s and Erich Meyerhof's many stories and from the magazine
:Iiri'iﬁﬁa"f.\.w'mm. He was a harmless dSchwabing jester and a good-natured human
being. Bad enough, that his part in the Councils Republic cost him several
years in gaol. Now it says in the Freiheitskampf — it has been sent to me in the
jast few days for promotional purposes — ‘The Jew Erich Miihsam has hanged
himself while in custody

27th July, Friday

Yesterday | ended my semester as 1 had begun it: i.e. | waited in vain once
more for the students who had been prevented from coming. During this
semester, therefore, [ have given my classes before one or two people, likewise
my lecture. In total | had two female students, Friulein Heyne and Fraulein
Kaltofen, one male student and SA man (of an extremely unmartial nature),
Heintzsch. How will things go on? I am waiting like a junior clerk, to find out
Whether | am given notice on the 1st of October. But perhaps others will be
dismissed before then. Yesterday the second blow struck the brow of the bull:
.D{?Hfusﬁ Killed™ and the German ambassador recalled from Vienna because
Without Knowledge and instruction of the government of the Reich’ he had
Promised the jnsy rrectionists free passage to Germany. Whereupon the Fithrer

Eft the festival at Bayreuth because of the ‘sad events' and the ok g
Sumed its ysyal s nders. How much longer? [.. ]
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29th July, Sunday
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rom Constantinople, to spend the holidays with her

itenberg. He, Dember, is going to France, to improve his French

3T [ﬂ -'Jlli - . H ~ T v
mother vs ago Frau Dember visited us briefly in the afternoon, Yesterday

ited with her to the Blumenfelds. The Wieghardts there too, Gusti

I;r.'i‘u Dember here |
i

ing inY
-:1.;:;'1'[[['!2 . =
¢ ¢ from Denmark fiwil n | |
Imi ienfeld returned from Berlin, says there is an atmosphere of ‘mute
Blutl !

. in the city. The bloodbath was worse than admitted — Frau Dember
wspail = . A o . _ '
dﬂ:“{{'u%li wieghardt say that few people abroad believe in a reg] ‘revolt’
id GU .d organised a ‘St Bartholomew’s Eve s ! '
sthet Hitler had organised ;l. 5t | 1|.II1LTlumn__w S Eve’ - the government was
[ anished in every respect and close to collapse, but that would not be
W ' . : i L :
f“l wed by better times, since the economic breakdown was immense and
3 . _

dl

fol
irrepamhlﬁ- "= e . -y

stumentfeld is parti nl.:.rlx _a_:lr.m[T.:}‘ about the specifically Jewish future. He
helieves anti-Semitism 5 tit."-'.’"-’" MasEg L"'L'l'*."-f“'f"lﬂ'ﬁ and in the process of Spread-
i.m: and intensifying. He himsell 1s tending more and more to the side of
national Zionism. | | |

philology of the National Socialists: Goering said in a speech in front of the
gerlin City Hall: “All ol us, from the simple SA man right up to the prime
minister, are of Adolt Hitler and through Adolf Hitler. He is Germany.' Lan-
guage of the Gospels Something of the Eil{'u'lmp:n:du stvie, somewhat
E:‘}diﬁm!, is now also present In the government'’s edicts. It hints, it warns,
it threatens whom?! Ihe public is kept in fear, individual or groups
ly. Decree issued by Justice Minister Giirtner on
21st July: ‘lllegitimate attempts to influence the course of the judicial Process
are to be most L'I]]|fh.llh.+IH‘~' rejected and ill'lﬂ"lﬂi.“ﬂti‘l}' FE[_H'I[H}{I O -"'-UPEI'}UI"
authorities ..." Is that aimed at Colonel Hindenburg,* or Papen,* or a par-
ticular 8S leader, or a group? Before, Eva used to say that the government'’s
publications were distinguished by ‘shameless candour’, I always pointed out
to her the mixture of candour and lies. (First 7, then 77 ‘put up against the
Wall’. - The fiction that only homosexuals were involved, that it had been an
actof moral cleansing.) Now this new element of hidden threat. They say: We
know everything, be careful! Yet this is also a flight into openness. And how
does that fit with the constant emphasis that the people stand behind Hitler,
the ‘revolt’ is over and done with?

-]

, F_i‘f'E BPECts so far: 1) the mechanical style, 2) the Encyclopaedic style of the
g;“:igféﬁ (Gusti Wieghardt says that in France they are called Les chez-nous),
1€ Encyclopaedic style of the government, 4) the advertising style, 5) the

G, :
Smanic style: Names, name-changes [...], months ... Cf. the months of the
Revolution: pew ones!

(which?) threatened indirect
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Ist August, Wednesday |
{ do not know whether history ’r" Susmc ahiead or Standing stipy On
dav of June, the 5t Bartholomew’s Eve, at the l'H_L1 Of luly, the Alstr the J,
the murder of Dollfuss, Italy's complete f?:u';iﬁ With Germany | Ha
intention here to register individual historical facts. Only this f,,-;-.-n.
holding one’s breath: ‘Will the bull collapse this time — 41 the HI”H;I
blow to his brow?” Again he does not collapse. And now this bulle ; .t
Hindenburg’s condition giving cause for concern. Surely the . u-;i:::
come now. If the next few days do not see Hitler’s fall he Will lﬂaf-.;e !
President, i.e. he will let himself be chosen in a ‘free’ vote by the yng;
love of his people. What [ want to note is again only one point: /]
the 3rd Reich’. Yesterday's newspapers appeared with banner head
the front page: Execution of the Dollfuss Murderers. | ‘nderneath
headlines about this and that. But the name Hindenbure
in any prominent position. The bulletin only came further d
three or four column divisions, and no bolder than much
I5.50 common nowadays that it does not stand
intensification of advertising).
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why vote first? It just costs a lot of monesy

offices ¢
4rmy [Wr | i
~eacden el R T Says
1,111&*:‘*}_ ently: . The people nardly
'il-ullHH“Iﬂ “omplete coup d’etat, it all takes place in silence, drowned ou b
e 5 the dead Hindenburg. 1 would swear that millions upon millions
s ,[:h--u what a monstrous thing has occurred. — Eva says ‘And 1
have no 16e -

we itv]-::r]H

t vand of slaves.” In the evening as a tyre burst, dismissivelv: ‘It is no 4
1S LY . . ... '

to ' _ e had alwavs 1J|ilt_t't|: hi_'l]'lt“h in the [{{EILI'H":\"-":]"H'.' !flhi][”—,k:"-.l E"~“}'|1L.'T had

shot. = : rmied T our. that it wac nnl b

- s long dgu, as a confirmed rumour, that it was Only waiting for the

h of Hindenburg to act. And now it calmly gives its oath to the

er-in-Chief of the Wehrmacht',

ELJId L
’mnum;-m deat

. o
new ' ‘ommarnd

gut vesterday Hitler's letter to the Minister of the Reich: He had been
rrusted with his oftfices in a ‘'constitutionally legitimate’ fashion. but all true
entru

~ower must come from the people, and so a plebiscite will take place.”” - Since
: hen does he g"]]]]"'h-.l"ﬁ!"ﬁi_' '-_'1'1!'[15“"|.-|'[".|l.:"'-1[_lu.fl]]:.l"'l-'_I L_'.&-lI‘;'i._'f T-.".'i:"'!k"l_; |.j:_:'l:‘:~ OnNne SwWear in Tht'
whe : '

yrmy and have an ‘election’ alterwards? Was that the original intention? Did
.ﬂ. i LB H
E‘n"i.“f"r'T.i't'lT].!q work out

T"{q_\'i.'v;'iﬂi?lt‘r 110 i 1S NO 10114
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L Oon the 19th of August? The

7th August, Tuesday evening

The Kithns were here on Saturday. He spoke very forcefully about Hitler's
stupid demagogy’. He said that it had already been obvious at the time of the
Rihm Revolt that an agreement had been concluded with the Reichswehr.
Hitler had undoubtedly bound himself to move his government to the ‘right’.
But that must within a short time bring him into conflict with the Communists
who had been absorbed. He, Kithn, now considers civil war imminent and
unavoidable.

That fits very well with the interview with General Reichenau published
today amidst the din of the | lindenburg-Tannenberg ceremonies™ [...] which
cloaks everything. Who is General Reichenau?* [. . .] He declares to the French
journalist, Hitler can rely on the Reichswehr and the Reichswehr can rely on
him. When has the army in Germany ever emphasised such a thing? It is
making a big show of an agreement of mutual assistance with a usurping
Statesman. [t will support him as long as he does its will. Against whom?
Reichenay explains, Rohm wanted to merge ‘the political army of the SA’ with
the Reichswehy, Hitler has promised never to do that. — A pact against the
Mass of the National Socialist Party. [...]

It fits with the new alliance, that in the reports of the ceremonies yesterday
“nd today the princes put in an appearance again. ‘The former Crown Prince,




I Shall Bear Witness
78

——
~—

o

o

Gruppenthrer Prince August Wilhelm, could be seen iy, ¢, box 2
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11th August, Saturday forenoon

Until the end of July we suffered from the ti!.HI_i.i!_h!. We had to Wate

evening, the taxi costs were considerable. Since building Started

constant fear. It can delav us, and our intention is to Move i

October. We have been lucky until now. Last Saturdav

began in the afternoon - work stops at one o’clock

Monday moming. After that, for the whole week, the aActu; s

(Séven until four) escaped the rain, The excavation has been almosi COm %1 f”ﬁ&

and a large part of the foundation walls are already standi, '8 Building Ejll;trd'

is to be delivered today. Of course, it is not tertain whether we Will he m]. i

by the st of October, and of course there is no lack either of WOTTie ;m‘-’
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time after time presented on film - wonderfy) But if
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with the present government the opposite

yposite to the point of absurdity. Tj =

same state
the funeral
’ as if Hindenhurg
-ﬂt 'I'&tﬂ”"r_ . evident reproduction
really WT® instead creates the illusion that the event is literally taking place
of an act t".“_ this act happens to be the funeral of the ‘fatherly 1}La-nd' and ]'I.I'i
wice, and !L”“‘”““.I then something holy is desecrated, it iE:: automated and

pccasions

{
entry qnto
made ridiL'ulnLu_

-+ Tuesday
3fffﬁ*:;i*ilj:};:}dmi}alnuilt pballots on the 19th of August against 38 million
!_}t‘; voted Yes mean L-t!m'.jlll_}; SO much more than simply a ninth of the total
F U;_.{-J];_ some courage and :u_-lla;dmu.. ._\.ll ;t._hr: a-u:jteIs. E"-'c_Ffr_ ‘;n!imiﬁgwd and
.-']-;mxiuatvd with !‘:ilhht‘ﬁ- and 1‘-."*[.['1 C %Einh.t,:-_. ..k }-I‘ll:_—thll'.u ‘:1&11-3_. 111::'.:. Outi of rear, one-
.:iurd out of intoxication nn-._--'..!::n.t out of tear is.;‘:d Intoxication. And Eva and
Elia!‘.%ﬂ EimP]‘ﬁ-' put a cross at NO out of a certain lj{“}:I,IE't: Ol -:i.#:ﬂp."-.ir and not
1.-,-1;j;!z:-rtilf;{*:jfﬁh. dh'ki"i':'»' the moral deteat: Hitler is the 1.1!1&“%[_‘&1{1'&! victor, and
is no end in sight

rh;ﬂ:;: _:ﬁu_-k by the brevity of the propaganda barrage, It opened only a very
few days before the 19th, but then with a frenzy of flags, appeals, radio
addresses—a gamble on stupidity and primitiveness. The country lets yesterday
be drowned out, the Rohm Revolt, the Dollfuss murder etc. ete. One can only
start such anaesthesia immediately before the operation. — But how long does
the psychosis last, and among whom? On the 17th Hitler gave his big election
speech in Hamburg, and that was the hub of the festive jubilation that had
been ordered. In fact he received the most Noes in Hamburg, 21 per cent of
votes cast.

Today I heard from Fllen Wengler the same thing Kithn had recently asserted:
Hitler has given the Reichswehr binding promises, he is no longer free, it is
really their dictatorship. Can one place hopes for his fall in that? I am very
much without hope at present,

The practice in the banning and permitting of foreign newspapers to be
fnoted. Faraway places can no longer be cordoned off, too many people listen
fﬂ loreign broadcasts on the wireless. So as far as possible they give the
"FPrESSiun of not being afraid of the toreign press, in the hope that the masses
Will not look at iy anyway. Only in very serious cases is there a ban. But of
tourse: the German press from abroad (Austrian, Swiss) is kept out.

The Construction s making good progress (although we are worried about

e ‘-L
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ich is already expensive anthin short supply, 3 MOp op |
materials, ‘rfm'llmmiﬂt'n”' the Voltaire chapter creeps ahead line by line
iil . s = 5" ] 2 Al s
and rubber e the SoONS by Buck. A tremendous epic uuhl-:'rrcm .
Today we will ini ent.
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ening
per, Saturday evenin,
L i | according to plan. It was supposed to be the d

o did v gﬂn?:}::' Last week, after lengthy preparation of the ina{?h?f the
Imf'm':ﬁf;i?{jen ‘.;’;1“5 rose very quickly. My impression Changeg daj;{:i‘tla]
gf;m;;mfﬂt 1 think | have & dog kennel in front of me, at dNother the *lin at
Jooks more reputable. Today, Imwev_m', such a heavy EI.LI[ mnn. downpoy; began
during the night and continued LII'IITI‘JIIL'I'l‘lIIHL.‘tII‘_n,-‘ until cvening, that the et
could do absolutely nothing at all. The root will !].tt‘l'l_‘hr!'r be put on Comg
Monday or Tuesday and the roof-raising ceremony will be then. | haye left the
arangements to Pritorius, who has literally grown younger as buyjg
progressed.

[t was good that nothing materialised today. For the past week Fyv
suffering increasingly from a stomach bug, last night was fais
lay down all day.
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- . the cakes disappeared in a ﬂahh: .[-'.lh:n Wengler took pictures
5€, 1y, After five we went on to the ‘raising feast’. The Zum Kirschberg
‘Altfrankener Strasse. A bare room for us. A greyish w
Hlll'l”"’“"j to get a Beflstick (=beefsteak) with

the
pnthud ‘
Ht‘u;tiil'r""ﬂ :
ch pr_-;ﬂﬂ W
L e rL,H“}Ur{l
anping around, turned out
Lll!i ‘hat the tall foreman-carpenter had eaten two portions, he also got
d 5 i . g :
”"l <alad | left on my plate. Apart from that each got beer tokens
) Deilddk = s - - I 5,
¢ — of whom there were several — could buy lemonade with them or
'II- —

for cash; two got bars of chocolate as an altern

jasticd 5
n A ireless set.
as _ potato salad —
nt had only prepared fourteen, those without ROt pork - there

another Beffstick was found after all, it

the ]'p{]'lﬂ

totalle :
2 ;1111: them ative; three
ha

| orkers also received money, two carpenters 10M each, a mason 6M.

leading W +ht cigarettes and cigarillos with me. 1 had to make a short speech
[ had |}]’UI_I.1-.1 1wur~' not going to make a long and beautiful speech they L't":uid
hat every day on the wireless, and here we wanted to be cheerful But
o hl was not understood. Then the tall, lively carpenter read out a speech
. hés, then the foreman haltingly uttered ponderous thanks and words
ft of building in wood, then Frau Pritorius, a little disjointed
hetorical, but nNex ertheless fluent apuut her particular branch of construction -
;er-]h' to my astonishment Eva. Fluent and spirited. Links with the Thirty
jer Nordic forebears arrived in Germany in their wooden house

[C
exc

[ said that
he
the |0
full of chiC

ahout the cra

years War. | _ G o 1
th Gustav Adolf.™ When we saw a Cdrgo of Swedish wood on the deck of a
Wi £ :

freighter, she alwavs thi li_l_:.!\]].. I. [here ﬂf_‘.l'ult*'i my hf'}313t;".'
[]L'i:]I]EE'H mistrust of wooden :1+_wu~_~;;_-~_;.1nﬁ hn&nt_ta.: backer - ves, if it were built
of stone! - to cap it all, her ‘pig-headedness’. Only a miracle could save things,
miraculously a friend was found as financial backer — on the very day of our
thirtieth wedding anniversary. And now she hoped she would be able to
celebrate many another roof-raising ceremony. The house was now a baby, it
still had further to grow. — Eva also danced twice: with Frau Lehmann and
with Ellen Wengler. - How often have I heard her talking about wanting to
die, and what vitality there is in her! I am much more detached. Yet she has
no fear of death, whereas at every irregular heartbeat 1 torment myself with
thoughts of the end. Towards seven we drove off with Pritorius and Ellen
Wengler. The workers behaved well and with subdued good cheer. Any kind
of relationship with the people’ is quite impossible for me, any kind of
Capacity for celebration has been denied me all my life. I was glad that this
had passed off without serious problems and was now behind me. At home

Eva went to bed immediately, and 1 read aloud from The Green Archer for a
long time.

%’-‘*‘”3“4‘{\{1’ of the 3rd Reich: A state secretary in the Reich Education Ministry
H‘T{tea. In future primary school teachers should no longer be ‘academically’
tained. They should ‘“teach German youth counting, writing and reading’.
::;“ﬁﬂ! A total science of people and state based on the National Socialist

‘@15 at the heart of the non-denominational school.” From the journal Volk
Werden, eXcerpt in the Dresdener NN of 22nd August ‘34 a) return to the
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when i ans! 1 would like to write a book: The language of the French

harDal et

mber . =iy 8 |
At the trade fair in Bari: The Italians regard our theories with

rhey had 4 three-thousand-year-old culture, they had Virgil,
without letters to write down our fortunes! - Contempt for

the ascism, of the 3rd Reich. Basic idea: France altogether autoch-

: ;
i{m'{_‘lltmun, Of

eech of | orneille’s Romans, very reactionary language! Italy also
g | | . !
f[m'l‘f atin, fasces! But nevertheless with American and Russian
2l €l ; z y . s

alme nv on the other hand: in every way entirely un-German, even

| "'IIL'.I-
o E Jrlt"‘l- ""ILE o Farin . L :
u[L{TL estural language, Romance, Russian, American. Except in the blood
in the 8

, in the animalistic theretore!

e v vigorous activity on our building. All the trades, roofers, gas-fitters,
Very V . |

electricians, plu _ | |
.+ workers and materials. A dozen balls of peat, a mountain of slag for filling
Wi b

4 intermediate filling, a tar kiln, the thick copper wires of the lightning
Il : . oL p
f}mlurhrt' hoards, cement etc. Eva is overjoyed. We are ‘electrifying’ every-
{-t .I 1 7 : ; " o | 3 i - L ; = 3
hing, including the kitchen. I have ordered the largest goods on an instalment
plan increases the price, but a bearable way. Very warm, watery autumn

L AT
thonol

mbers etc. are working simultaneously, the place is swarming

weather. Incredible blooming of dahlias and sunflowers. Eva up at the house
Jimost every day for hall the day. Overjoyed. — Old Pratorius is, against all
expectation, proving himself both in pace and prudent management. He
«tands smiling above the chaos and declares we will be able to move in on the

1st of October

The biographical Voltaire section, little biography, many ideas, is complete.

Very good, but much long. 28 extremely packed pages in manuscript, at
leanlt 40 in print. | am still pondering the arrangement of the two volumes.
Preferably: Du coté de Voltaire, Du coté de Rousseau™ — two vertical lines
which are then brought together through a) the mediators, b) the Revolution.
But will that be feasible? Voltaire really is part of the whole century, Rousseau
comes only after so

differently in the Rousseau book than in the Voltaire book.

14th September

Language of the 3rd Reich: When he spoke to youth in Niirnberg, Hitler also
said: “You sing songs together,’ Lverything is aimed at deafening the individual
in collectivism. — In general pay attention to the role of radio! Not like other
technical achievements: new contents, new philosophy. But: new style. Printed
matter suppressed. Oratorical, oral. Primitive — at a higher level.

26th September

Incredible chaos up in Doélzschen, where we are Suppﬂﬁed to move in on the
l:_f.L Chaos beginning down here. Excessive expenditure. Everything isa ‘special
bill’, everything ‘has to be’. Moving earth, varnishing heaters, waxing steps,

. The Subordinate leaders
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wthing or talk to the others. Everyone is afraid

5 AV dl
ding .o one dares 54y : . oo SR _
nd then v _ Did the murders of last June not make an LIMPIession, the
3 f
» i el e L= . a R - ;
| pveryons anle? = ‘No, on the contrary! Then everyone praised his
L€ ¢ his own peopie: - '

«sed them.’ - What manifold corruption of children! Perhaps,

even the majority of these class leaders embezzles money. But

ht capable of it, everyone could do it, many will sav to

everyone will think that [ have done it anyway,

r]“*ﬁ[:; rhe 'l‘y'i\‘iiill im]rmml acts of slaves are E!}UJUE'Ei:.JJL:Li_

s0 why ””,; o “'j, the student body.! They congratulate themselves on having
; .

i Wy ”” : : ; i

H“”L‘*E‘“w ~umber from 12,000 to 4,000 (‘to avoid an academic proletariat’);

TELEL]L41'{H] A1e ...“13,!-,““-11 tO TOTIT a ‘united team’, live for two semesters in
ik B ! i L - " - -

HEs ieship houses’ and weat ‘standard clothing’ (i.e. barracks and uniform).

.L-[]I'[lfi!l = i

00 fraternities will no longer compete for them. (l.e. the fraternities are
heing q_ij%._‘atr|"~'l."‘.l-] NOW the fraternities are Lf.fl':.:_ﬂl"ll"} not 1}l¢£[_L‘n of liberal edu
freedom and modernity; they are even to blame for the fact that the

cation, . . yrt among the students, and ti
ational Socialists found such large support among the students, and that
ational S0Q1alists : 5

N : E
they have been deceived only ser es them right, as it does the German National
1EY ¢ —— = i L T 7 = o - .
I*'trﬁ' Nevertheless at this moment the fraternities, like the German National
partv. stand for culture and freedom 11l contrast to the National Socialists. And
i hope that a new front against the National Socialists will

18 ¥ 1
L IR LAl

| have the quiet

form among the fraternity students. But such fronts reflect no more than
disaffection. And it can take vears before there 1s a propci '.'."'-.IL"I*"H“”. Mean-
while the emptied universities will be ‘consolidated like devalued shares.
And 1 will be among the superfluous professors to be removed, al latest by

Easter. |.. .|

Write the history of the modern American novel and its relations with
Europe, at the centre always the problem of national psychology and what
determines it! It would be such a lovely theme! If 1 feit healthier, 1 would
arrange things thus: Until my mid-sixties 1 inish off my French literary history
and ‘The Language of Three Revolutions’ and my memoirs. Then live in
America for my first year of retirement, and then this history oi American
literature. But my first year of retirement will begin in 1935, and soon after
that | shall be buried.

el

Because we are moving | am returning mountains of books to the State
Library, which have been lying here for months, hardly any of which 1 have
read and which I shall have to order again later. It cannot be helped. As 1t 15
there will be something like fifty boxes of books, and a lot of them will end

up unpacked in the loft, under the ‘German roof'.

29th September, Sa turday evening

Up since half past five. The packers did their worst here from half past seven




| Shall Bear Witness

86 e
i L . _ _-__-__h‘—‘-—____
until almost four, and now it [ooks a complete mess, T, rem
s e ; Oval i
av - and veste rday there was ¢ 4l is
1o take place on Monday — 3 Chaos yp 5y th;ﬁpﬂfﬂa
Olge,
well. 15 4

We moved in here in January 28. The last few years ye,
bgugia: the land on Eva’s birthday in 1932, in April '3,
and it was fenced, in March ‘34 we built the cellar

furniture store, without hope and possibility of L:Jnti!]mm_: tO Tyrs; Oy be .
June, our 30th wedding anniversary, I signed the 12,000M I‘?"‘.Ht-}”l 1, On 2
Wengler; construction began at the end of July, s With E”[":]
Yesterday evening I was in such high spirits that | Promised h
who turned out to be a driving instructor, to take lessons fro 1 t{t.&:i iy,
spring (it has become very cheap now, 74M ncluding test) ﬂm- m. ! in th.:
was heart trouble and depression again. | H0rning ther
This evening we are eating with Gusti Wieghardt, tomeer
menfeld. TTOW with Bl

The evening before last Walter Jelski and his
they will return from the Saxon Switzer]
on them after that.

[

The Voltaire chapter has adva nced
aloud with delight - Buck, Fast Win,
and yet reminiscent of the ]

I il|l[]- oo

. *'-.I"-'ull';'f Iﬁ'i.:l"‘r'if"

Aase i S€d thra
JHmf Il d W l,_'q_'lJ'\"k, rrr"'“ e Ir“ugnl

ds [ar ds |'hl_ J'-'.Jtl_'l.ln:' poem r AT
i: West Wind \n . e reamﬂg

Lg If'Jl;_ re

FAT g o= i
CIICIrelv

8th century, of Jettroc | 0t tone
[ let au (to suckle the child oneself!) | e persanes,t by alsg g
myself - § o
thehm_r.em hFEarnEd along, rather [ act in eVerv to .
. question, as i1 definitels ha o 1. |2 TESPECt, in my work
ﬂff[[E', ¥ lad dl 1€ast dlOther H : * and

WENLy years in frops

the e
Ty " 10th Infantry Regime J'}[{f“ iy
dnls Hirche is fit

‘ s i _ | . d letter from a3 de
the Vi WY of Education thanking me for e
€ 1or my report
Languages. And then,
5 d certificate of award
- S€IVICe probable, As a

' lstry: ¢ _

ttle
UPenter, .
With 'an.xq 4 here Of the m. ek. Still the
My hears memsﬂb””}’ﬂfwﬂr;mwm’ of the elec-
tedly, Sually y ‘8 Since a week ago.

“TY despondent.

. Which will | e "
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i rrass me, Rare moments of true happiness, But despite

Ations embs | : : ,
.l"mmlulul“‘_' e and the considerable impediment of the swollen wrist Eva
L o e «

t fatik

| this confusion. |
frst lines that | have dared write here. But the bustle is far too
and everything is in the greatest disorder and full of
| stand around idle, worn down

-

L.{,nwh'i I

. 1.ac in al
1I{1LEH'~hL‘: ir (o
rhese are U8

ncomfort able
L

~ Most of the time o
nolst: - ckers came at seven on Saturday; by four everything already

e mess in the apartment. Nevertheless, one could still find

fOr I1%,

ked 4 complet

00 sround. In the evening we ate amicably at Gusti Wieghardt's,

. way . : s .
ones : time since the big Christmas argument. On Sunday Eva performed
the 1S '

dous feats of sele tion and dismantling. 1 could help a little. But also
”Hnum.t’;f itaire, Semiramniis) and read aloud (Buck's East Wind: West Wind) a
st el t.t ,} t":EH]!I;L‘I"I[{'th in the evening. After the meal, the Salzburgs, very
i #lrl- 1[Ih'm the vears since we saw them last, came with their Hri'l‘v‘h’ﬂaui]
ni:ih”i:l Ll{luﬁ H11.I-tiii.‘*-+ medicine in Rome. He talked about Hitler's visit to
GO,

ice to meet Mussolini. Hitler had made a long speech, Mussolini listened
Venice - , v
ily and then said, ‘Now we shall drink tea.” It was reported by all the
icily ¢ . |
newspapers and was now
absolutely vouched-for an incident at a performance of Don Carlos™ in
i »

Hamburg. At Posa’s word
'he next day Don Carlos was dropped form every theatre,

a household phrase in Italy. Salzburg sen. related as

s, ‘Sire, allow freedom of thought!’ there were several

minutes of applause

LI]L’JULH”.'-'. Dresden. | hhen l'lﬂl._:_hLL_‘t] trunks at home until one o'clock

On Monday I rose at half past five. The emptying of the apartment began
at seven. | think eight men were 'ﬂ.t!f;a'_i[‘:_t_f,. Two large vans, a motor vehicle
with trailer. Filled up at eleven, there was still enough stuff for another van.
Eva went up to the house with the furniture removers. | remained with the

cleaning women. While the vans were on their way, there was a thunderous
downpour. When they began unloading at the house, it was over, and then
the weather held. | sat on a folding chair in the empty music room. This
occurred to me:

At this point, 1st October 1934, the move into our own house, whatever the
circumstances, whatever my feelings, however different from what I had
imagined, however bitter the memories and however great the worries — I shall
one day begin my memoirs. If time is left me for them.

The furniture van came after two, to fetch the rest. Eva again cheerfully
between the men at the front. A coffee, for which cups were borrowed in the
house. Then up to Délzschen again. This time I too came in the big van. Then
| had to go into town again. Then the men up here were finished. Now down
with Eva in a taxi. Our cats loaded. Up finally. Chaos here. Left in the lurch
by the electrician. No light, no cooking facility.

9th October, Monday/Mistake! 8th October, Monday
Still chaos. I am writing at a bare desk. But still unpacked, boxes everywhere,

es not put up, workers — chaos, chaos, chaos, no chance of working. - 1

— '
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am 53 years old today. So far Eva has not remempe L,

: is turmoil, Walter Jelski was here 304 5 ) iy _
Amjdstaﬂ.lh _ B e ielaty o eaaln, ' or whose ‘German roof’ more than half our furniture is stored
evening with wife and sister-in-law, alone overnight @ ~ i ynder : =

, . TR Oop , * the 101% 7~ iher construction work!). The next day he travelled back to

The first evening up here theretore alone with tw - i ting for U rpanrad witth Tl P R

¢ spirit stove with unpredictable emissi Lars, Ldnd g (waith .h And vesterday he appeared with Lilo and Duding’ (Estonian = ‘Little
m:fmp&rh' to bed. The bedclothes in . 2t and treae ““mi%tiw older, very refined sister-in-law. A nice afternoon and evening
ANG Bl 4 ; h. T hich - lamg - pove [ the confusion. Meanwhile, in addition to our spirit stove, we have
opened. Slept on the bare mattresses. The whole (o nidst late and 2 little ol - _

‘th unbmshed tE’Eth The gevser in t | & | t‘_-“'ti'_i{.‘ril'[ll'\»" ‘.““L\J]I.ﬁ. p ate and a lttle plug-in hhaxlﬂg'“altr !":'[’T”E', d
‘WI : o £E) 1¢ bathro ras : Unyge a Hittle , electric light and a tiny little more space and are a quarter of the
installed. We were given a rough-and-ready temne, AN jg 0 G jttle mOTE € T Ve di e e .

. : : POrary sj I -blishing order. The ladies afterwards went to a hotel, Walter here
really do not known in any detail how this first weeal way to estabiisy
shot through with a few nice moments. Nic d | this morning. |
. . AvICe, \\.‘ht.” one i a it v wedding rings (Eva’s idea: o ki :
| , ) o the ir wedding rings (Eva's idea: I was uneasy about something
house, the beautiful autumn weather, the view n 5 Pleased . an we gave them Ot 5 FR f - = ; Hung

A _ - but alway S € ity ~nventional, she was not). They want simply to leave the ‘Eva-Victor’
of the workers, the enforced inactivity, the standine - )Pling $oiAEEE heir names engraved beside it. The rings fit th ] t]

v ) ) X q 0¥ 3 { : . : ¥ TE - - [. _L- | ;_ i a - = .- =1 - 4 14
confusion, the incredible difficulty of hotse 5 in Ol E*}.h.fH and have their I | g :"‘H, 1 - em, and they
N 1 x 18¢ g _ Ung]g, | hem on immediately. Anny Klemperer, Berthold's widow, had sent

tenen in the still damp cellar, the Jiving ‘duced slipped thel | | .
facility, absent crockery, bathrc 5 Fooms obstructeg Pacg. e a cheque for more than a 100M so that I could buy rings for them.

J ) 8] ] . r BUNE : . sl ' ' : ' : ; ' :
Money worries on top of that. Ti it uninished, electri lig , inp [ gave them the money in cash to use for something else. I like Walter's wife
On top of that the constant heart tr :l;t“‘”‘* _’i'a W expe and sister-in-law and they speak well for him. It also speaks for him that he is
improv . = e, - Ney erthele to National Socialist tendencies and would like to return to

provement and clarification of the situat J

. - . 31 L L_”u'rJ”_ .I:'I;J' ans 1 el
down tTlﬁﬂrL In the course of the R o o 1aps I sha]

W : , i &5 WEeK. :'r'xl' dinra
ety Vel either. A brief quarter of eading

% extremely hostile

Germany as soon as possible. His wife remains Christian. Something of this

.{I']Etj'}a- x .
dloud js S fate is related to ours. |.. |

3 } e : s L) I . - : | | | . - - _ | | 4 |

= SMur in the EVening a0t 80ing At the university, Gehrig and Raab, the democratic political economists,

{1 g
i ﬂhhl;” jjl_?hf”mﬁ received their n_lil:n;'HJi;t.[m on ] st »:_‘}L'hﬁbnfr._ﬂ.aat: ta‘i._ﬂt:‘:‘:fi |'_"-+ju' d _h:wéab 1:x‘i'r'va:. Spar‘m':r
Cular excessively frigh ened fti is to leave at t.-;.i"-'-.L'.E he has been appointed F{mlch D1rectmlu'rt German ﬁ'}lk
= ' studies. So the section is gradually, or, rather, quickly being dismantied. | feel
cave: ‘You I shall eat last.” To this Blumenfeld

HECESSity of Iavi | '
. -”ﬂ}mg like Odysseus in Polyphemus’s
remarked on the telephone with a comforting quick wit: But Odysseus was

lamp stil] Cannot pe
“arth sodden
not eaten, and it was Polyphemus who came to a bad end. |...]

Language of the Third Reich: The Jelskis have frequently heard and read as a
standard abbreviation: Blubo - Blut und Boden (Blood and Soil).™ [...]

1S acting career

* Dad gz POSt in the

5 then in Basle. There
WG (Charlotte

» NOW 27 (he

45 a photogr.
3 rd )y :
Iis a Crattswoman h-, i:f-:{rf} 11 Russia, she 10th October, Wednesday
J 1 j .rl.if. - - . . ] 3 » - - -
in Munich | have emptied a couple of drawers, put journals in boxes in the attic, in order

eyl the ('rifl‘ﬂ'nr;”w e
“f€asan jn : FT;::}“_”' Walter went to make space. Now that some things are standing around opened, the chaos
4t the beginning s even more unbearable than before; but perhaps if the shelves are put up
today, a degree of order will be achieved. Meanwhile never-ending trouble
: e?”“ 15,000M i« celousaitg with the electrician. He is simply unable to finish the work, there is still no
Ie Volving some l“m: ‘" -m. er cooker, and now it turns out that he provided false information about rates.
N back tq her in 5‘;’”;{?; '3”;[‘?5 fhrfatunf:d [ would claim compensation, he departed with his staff of appren-
. Walter hag hj::lgd‘;i tices, and we are xtiIIl sitting in something unfinished. + |
By With his Lilo in 5. s How muchhu_t one's past comes to the surface wherﬁ: one c:h:aars up like ‘thls,
POssib]e by Marta’s US;.] 1? ‘f’ €L but what a different aspect it all has today! A metallic identity disc, which 1
Hohe Strasse b iacties had to wear when | was sent to the front from Landsberg am Lech. (After that
lortly before | returned to my Munich unit.) A page from the Vossische Zeitung: ‘Famous
Doctors in the Field'. Felix’s picture. And his son is not allowed to be a doctor
because his father did not fall in battle. Thanks of the bereaved at the passing

nto an mhurrrm]{:{e [ war
4I€ marrying in

abscess ang g ppeared
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away of ‘Doctor Wilhelm Klemperer’, |

from the beginning of the century. Etc, ey

company with anything, everything is safe in i

see it again. And everything lectures me - |

by Fedor Mamroth™ always go through my hea ilu Ang
Ashes, ashes, ashes.’ ? Al ‘Wh;

-]

I4th October, Sunday evening
Never-ending clearing up, Lirquf;F;EIm.
boundless exhaustion, not out of th;~ nouse all
weekdays a dozen (no eXaggeration!) L_lec .m -
Stink of paint, of new dppliances, dyst ot
tI';:n‘t, down from the loft, pack up uq;“ﬂ I{}, wn {
ﬁiss fhﬂ:l;tﬂ t_he cellar. It is stj]] damp, the \I; Bisih Tom
| SVening. But [ think: Th A wet lump,
[Hhrary Will be on the shejve
hT‘ {"‘JJU.H to.be able to work » litele 3 .l-,. _— P Patkag FE
Pe: on Wednesday e o ittle
Theelectric appjia.
ﬁﬂiShEﬂ_, on]
G?d knows
vid

Geo
- Ig sends COngratulation fre
4r€ Now ip the [J A

8 must he ¢
d 0m g il
l ﬂgKiempE n0le famijy . ,-
¥ ¥ el el
t;:gEStpart of the K] & o Studying in N, N
males of the Nex Tﬂﬂm}’ IS now in ey

FEPa rI\jJJL' '
..ITJ.IHIl_‘liHIl:, L!U"l[ I
¢ LU

N0 I
Xes f'“"ﬁ.t'\.

.JI-,r[I-;|Lf

':.“4""1! IJItJ'.\r .!:,.

P 10 the
Ll "'J'I

e da R
& The day after tomopye. "™ ~ Especy
and the last tenth v . Ne-tenthy of the

pEHHHEES dre almos
Y painter Lﬁhmanﬂ
how | shall pay

[ '—ill .'”'.:'.‘_"N,L ni
Works and work« -
My lduna pojje

fn .‘\I.E\.-.'l‘l.l 1:!| 114
A, only Otto =
diNtain

i-"‘ll:!ir]

£ his sons,
Mbridge. How rich
1€ Nimself is retired.
Wrote to me; The
'S Tight: almost al|

F Illt‘-‘ {3}]11 Irlll
|

1Hrrvr[. d.” Hi
Cters 3

ﬁg?lih M Austrian e
B ~YCIything

Sian, byt

mo '
ng our Crattsmen:

ﬂ"l; FI“IIJ'IIIH lhe
JeTaMmey j
e too | S ~OUrteous, never
dITiveg Wi o I ' harms Nimselt

| N
Itt]e apprentices the lads
Ver _ € ldds never

f'h't'H'H'mr], an
IWwavs

at least as

OVS have gone
d Wealth of Excuses,

Clal Democrat.
Is himself to be a

badly
_ ICe f]‘ﬂm hl
Of the hoyge a

¢ was treating her,
‘N at the time, |, n

e the electric kitchen
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ting. The cooker is still fairly intractable — now enormous

ates take twice as long as a gas cooker, perhaps even

_ The kumi in front of our house is dissolving into slippery
Sl 1av down a firm path as soon as possible, have ordered 3 cubic

f cinders. ' :
,+o time | have to go up to the parish rooms (‘Heil Hitler! - there's

) From the height of the village a quite remarkable view over the
he city to the east. It is a real village, with real farms, but the

xpanse - urbi = |
L-‘*P[‘” ; “]m“_tf is an altogether urban affair, more like the showpiece square
h‘rlil Lll.gL !

of @ 5P@;

[l

17th October, I-‘H*:ir.‘rrnh;}- | -
gince yesterday 1 have my library in tolerable order. [...]| But apart from the
ibrary: it’s still chaos. The problem: squeezing seven rooms into three. The
damp cellar space as Kitchen — sugar €tc. always stuck together and wet. The
dining room’ next to it, the Irst celiar, still without fiftings. So forever up and
down the 13 steps. Makes 600500 steps a day. That ‘should’ change. The
craaftsmen still not finished — painter plumber, electrician. The veranda for the

F31111

cats still without a rai

On top of all the lack of spaci
of lack of monesy | he painter 11 DATTI ular is L-'é':til']g me up at such a rate that
tulfilling all our financial obligations in the

= L

and confusion there is the eternal f:;t'i""*i-“”*'l'ﬂ""'n

| do not see any |

coming months. This never-ending worry is terrible. In addition my constant
heart problems. — But the little house is pretty and the view — in the changing
light of the autumnal storms, downpours, play of the sun - is magnificent.

[t is still impossible to think of work. Perhaps tomorrow or the day after
tomorrow -~ manana. In fact | am not much inclined to the 18th Century.
What really attracts me is the language of the three revolutions and my
memoirs. | doubt whether | shall write either.

| hardly get round to reading aloud: we are too tired in the evening, and the
light is too poor - Trojahn is still not finished, the man will drive us to despair.
-]

loday Annemarie and Dressler, the ‘unrespectable’ Kéhlers, are coming for
coffee and supper. We intend to put one of the two living rooms, at least to
Ome extent and provisionally, in order. As [ write, Lehmann senior is painting
the doors, there is an immense amount of muck lying on the floor, and torn
paper, pieces of furniture stand higgledy-piggledy, the settee standing on end. -
The mystery of the central heating is still unsolved; now frost, now heat.

L firmly resolve to continue writing on Voltaire tomorrow, even if it is only
4 couple of lines.
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