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PREFACE TO 1531 ROMAN EDITION

Considering how much honour is atiributed to antiquity, and
how many times (leaving aside many other examples) someone
has purchased a fragment of an ancient statue at a great price to
have it near him, to decorate his home, and to have it imitated by
those who delight in that art, and how those artists with every
diligence then strive in all their works to representit, and, on the
other hand, seeing that the most virtuous enterprises the histor-
ies show us to have been carried out in ancient kingdoms and
republics by kings, generals, citizens, lawgivers, and others who
have laboured for their native lands are praised with astonish-
ment rather than imitated (indeed, are avoided by everyone in
every way, to the extent that no trace of that ancient ability has
survived), Icannot be butboth amazed and saddéned Andiam
even-more 6 when I see that i the civil disputes thar arise
among citizens, or in the illnesses that afflict men, we always
have recourse to those remedies or those judgements that have
been pronounced or prescribed by the ancients, sirice civil laws
are nothing other than the decisions delivered by the jurists of
antiquity which, organized into a body of laws, teach our con-
temporary jurists how to render judgements, nor again is medi-
cine anything other than the experiments performed by the
doctors of antiquity upon which today’s doctors and their dia-
gnoses rely. Nevertheless, in organizing republics, maintaining
states, governing kingdoms, in instituting a militia and adminis-
tering a war, in executing legal decisions among subjects, and in
expanding an empire, no prince, republic, military leader, or
citizen can be found who has recourse to the examples of the
ancients. I am persuaded that this arises not so much from
the state of weakness into which today’s education® has led the
world, or from the harm an ambitious idleness has done to many
Christian provinces and cities, as from not possessing a true
understanding of the histories, so that in reading them, we fail
to draw out of them that sense or to taste that flavour they
intrinsically possess. As a result, it happens that the countless
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BOOK 1

CHAPTER 1

What the Beginnings of Cities Have Always Been,
and What the Beginnings of Rome Were Like

Those who read about the beginnings of the city of Rome, about
its lawgivers, and how it was organized will not be surprised that
so much ability was preserved there over so many centuries, nor
that afterwards it gave rise to the imperial power which that
republic attained. In wishing first to discuss its birth, I must say
that all cities are built either by men who are natives of the place
where they are built or by foreigners. The first situation comes
about when the inhabitants, scattered in many small groups, feel
they are not living in security, since cach group on its own,
Becatise of both its location and its small size, cannot resist the
onslaught of anyone who may attack it, and in uniting for their
defence when the enemy comes, they are either not in time, or
even if they are, they are forced to abandon many of their
strongholds, and in this way come to be ready prey to their
enemies. Hence, to escape these dangers, moved either by them-
selves or by someone among them of greater authority, they
draw closer to each other to settle in a place they have chosen
which is more convenient to live in and easier to defend.
Among many others, Athens and Venice were cities of this
type. The first, under the authority of Theseus, was built for
similar reasons by scattered inhabitants; as for the second, once
many peoples took refuge upon certain small islands that stood
at the end of the Adriatic Sea to escape those wars that arose in
Italy every day because of the arrival of new barbarians after the
decline of the Roman empire, they began, without any particu-
lar ruler to give them orders, to live under those laws that they
felt were most apt to sustain them. This turned out happily for
them because of the long peace that the site afforded them; the
sea had no harbour and the peoples tormenting Italy did not
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and where the material is corrupt, carefully enacted laws do no
good, unless they are initiated by a man who, with enormous
power, causes them to be observed in such a way that the mater-
ial becomes good. Whether this has ever occurred, or whether it
might ever possibly occur, I do not know, because it is evident,
asldeclared above, that oncea city has begun to decline through
the corruption of its substance, if it ever manages to rise again,
this occurs through the exceptional ability of a single man who
is alive at the time and not through the exceptional ability of the

peopleasawhele who support good institutions; and as soon as
that man is dead the city returns to its former habits, just as in
Thebes, which, through the exceptional skill of Epaminondas,
was able to maintain the republican form of government and an
empire while he was living but once he was dead returned to its
former disorders.* The reason is that no single man can live long
enough to train well a city long accustomed to bad habits. If one
man with an extraordinarily long life; or one skilful ruler suc-
ceded by another; does not set it back in order, the lack of such
men, as I have said above, brings it to ruin, unless they have, at
the risk of much danger and bloodshed, brought about its
rebirth. Thus, such corruptionand so little aptitude for living in
freedomarise from aninequality thatexistsinthecity, and if one
wishes to bring the city back toa state of equality, it is necessary
o employ extraordinary measures, which few know how or

wish to employ, as will be discussed in another place in greater
detail®

CHAPTER 18

How a Free Government Can Be Maintained in
Corrupt Cities If One Already Exists, or, If One
Does Not Already Exist, How to Establish It

Idonot consider it outof place or in conflict with the commen-
tary above to consider whether or notitis possibleto maintaina
free government in a corrupt city if one already exists; or
whether ot not, if one does not already exist; it can be established
there. On this subject, let me say how very difficult it is to
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except those citizens who deemed themselves worthy, and to be
refused was disgraceful; as a result, in order to be deemed wor-
thy of them everyone behaved well. This system later became
extremely harmful in the corrupt city, because those with the
most power rather than those who possessed the most ability
asked for the magistracies, and those lacking power, no matter
how able; refrained from asking for them out of fear. Rome did
not arriveat this disadvantageous situation all at once, but rather
by degrees, justas one falls into all the other kinds of difficulties,
because once the Romans had conquered Africa and Asia and
had brought almost all of Greece under their control, they
became secure in their freedom and did not feel they had any
other enemies capable of making them afraid. This sense of
security, along with the weakness of their adversaries, caused
the Roman people, in granting the consulate, to take charm
rather than ability into consideration, raising to that rank those
men who knew best how to please others rather than those who
knew best how to conquer their enemies, and then, from those
who had greater charm, they descended to giving it to men with
more power, so that good men, through the defect in this insti-
tution, remained completely excluded from such offices. A trib-
une or any other citizen could propose a law to the people, and
every citizen could speak either in favour or against it before the
law was enacted. This was a good institution while the citizens
were good, because it has always been proper for anyone who
understood the commonweal to be able to propose a faw, and it
is right for anyone to be able to express his opinion of it, so that
the people, after hearing them all, is then able to select the best.
But once the citizens became wicked this institution became
very harmful, because only the powerful proposed laws, not in
the name of a common freedom but for the benefit of their own
authority, and against them no one could speak for fear of
reprisal, so that the people came to be either deceived or forced
into deciding upon their own destruction.
It'was therefore necessary, if Rome wished to remain free amid
the corruption, that just as the city had created new laws in the

 course of its existence, it should also have created new institu-

tions, because different institutions and ways of life must be
established for a subject who is evil rather than good, nor can
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murdered the ephors:in order to rule alone; and if Romulus
killed his brother and Titus Tatius the Sabine
sons, and afterwards they employed this autho
wemustremind ourselves, nevertheless, that neither the onenor
the other had a subject stained by the corruption we have been
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CHAPTER 19

After an Excellent Prince, a Weak Prince Can Maintain
Himself; but After a Weak Prince, No Kingdom
Can Be Maintained With Another Weak One

Considering the exceptional ability and the modes of conduct
characteristic of Romulus, Numa, and Tullus, the first three
kings of Rome, one may see that Rome enjoyed extremely good
fortune, having a first king who was extremely fierce and war-
like, a second peaceful and religious, and a third similar in fero-
city to Romulus and more 2 lover of war than of peace. InRome
it was necessary for a founder of its civic institutions to arise
during its earliest beginnings, but afterwards it was likewise ne-
cessary for the other kings to reclaim the ability of Romulus,

since that city would otherwise have become effeminate and

prey to its neighbours. From this fact, it can be noted that sy

cessor who possesses less ability than the first ruler can maintain
a state through the ability of

the man who governed it before
him; and can enjoy the fruits of his labours, but if it happens
either that this successor hasa long life or that after him no other
arises who reclaims the ability of the first ruler; that kingdom
must, by necessity, come to ruin, Thus, onthe contrary, if two
ss extraordinary ability, it is
ish the greatest deeds and that

~ David was undoubtedly a man of the greatest excellence in
1ms, religion, and judgement; his ability was so exceptional that
quered and overcome all his neighbours, he left

his Son Solomon a peaceful kingdom, which Solomon was able
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also through the institutions of those kingdoms, which are not
damaged beyond hope. It is quite evident that in the provinceof
Germany this goodness and religion are still strong among the
people; this causes many republics there to flourish in liberty
and to obey their laws in such a fashion that no one outside or
within these republics dares to occupy them. And to show it is
true that a good portion of that ancient goodness still prevailsin
these republics, I wish to give an example similar to the one cited
above about the senate and the Roman plebeians. When these
republics need to spend some amount of money for the public
welfare, the magistracies or councils that have the authority to
do so assess all the inhabitants of the city at 1 or 2 per cent of
their income. Once they have made this decision, according to
the regulations of the city, each citizen comes before the tax-
collectors, and after he has taken an oath to pay the proper sum,
he throws into a strong-box designated for this purpose what,
according to the dictates of his conscience; he thinks he muse
pay; of this payment there is no other witness exceptthe person
who pays. Hence, it is possible to surmise how much goodness
and religion still exist in these men. It must be assumed that each
citizen pays the right sum, because if this sum were not paid, the
tax would not produce the amount they estimated on the basis
of what they usually collected in the past; if someone did not pay
the fraud would be recognized, and with this recognition, some
means other than this would be employed. Such goodness is all
the more to be admired in these times since it is so rare; indeed,
it is clear that this practice has survived only in that province.
This arises from two causes: the first is that they have no exten-
sive contacts with their neighbours, for their neighbours have
not gone to visit them, nor have they themselves visited anyone
else, because they are content with these goods—to live on the
foods, and to dress themselves with the wools the country pro-
duces; in this way, the reason for any contact and the beginnings
of any kind of corruption have been eliminated, since they have
not been able to take up the habits of either the FErench, the
Spanish, or the Italians, nations which taken together constitute
the corruption of the world. The other reason is that these

republics, where an uncorrupted body politic has been main-
tained, do not tolerate any of their citizens acting or living like
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hand that with absolute and excessive p(;‘)w“ezfﬁl t)izon pose ¢
restraint on the excessive ambmgn anh corh tﬁe i i
mighty. This explanation can beverifiedt xg)ug e
Tuscany, where it may be obsefved how t ;‘ee period dini
ence, Siena, and Lucca, have f:xxsteé ove;.’ g Gﬂg g}e odorte
within a small expanse of territory, anc‘l alt cm%1 theother e
of that province are in a way subservient to the it e
that with their courage or with their institutions; tney

or would like to maintain their liberty- This is brought about by

i of no

the fact that there are no lords zxth castles ang ;r:g; fi?eqm}_
in thi ince, but there exists suc £ eq;

oblemen in this province, 2 state .

gﬁy that a prudent man with a knowledge of ancient c:x:ﬁgzmg -

could easily introduce a free form of government . But

i nily, ithas
Tuscany’s misfortune has been so great that until recently, ‘
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not come upon any man who has been capable or knowledge-
able enough to accomplish this.

It is-possible, therefore, to draw 2 conclusion from this dis-
course: that anyone wishing to establish a republic where there
are many noblemen cannot do so unless he first does away with
them all; and that anyone wishing to establish a kingdom or a
principality where there is great equality cannot ever do so
unless he removes from that state of equality a large number of
men with ambitious and restless spirits and makes them noble-
men in fact, and not in name only, giving them castles and pos-
sessions and favouring them with goods and with men, so that
when he is placed in their midst he may maintain his power
through their support, while through his presence they further

their ambition, and the others are forced to bear the yoke that
force and force alone can make them endure. Since a proportion
is established in this way between those who force and those
whoareforced, each man will remain fixed in his own rank. And
since forming a republic out of a province well suited to being a
kingdom, and a kingdom out of one well suited to be a republic,
is a matter for a man who is rare in intelligence and authority,
there have been many who have wished to do so but few who
have known how to carry it out. For the grandeur of the task
frightens men in part and in part hinders them and causes them
to fail in the very first stages. I believe that this opinion of
mine—that where noblemen exist it is impossible to organize a
republic—will seem contrary to the experience of the Venetian
republic; in which no one may hold any rank whatsoever unless
he is a nobleman. To this objection, one can reply that such an
example does not constitute any contradiction, because the
noblemen of that republic are noblemen more in name than in
fact, for they obtain no large revenues from their possessions,
since their great wealth is founded upon commerce and move-
able property. Moreover, none of them possesses a castle or has
any jurisdiction over other men, but for them the title of noble-
man is a title of dignity and respect without being based upon
any of those qualities required in other cities for bestowing the
title of nobleman. Just as other republics have divisions under
different names, so Venice is divided into noblemen and com-
monérs, and the Venetians allow only the former to hold (or to
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be able to hold) all the offices, while the others are g:omépleti};
excluded. This does not create disorder in that Cflty or [he
reasons stated on another occasion. The founder o ha repx;sted
should, therefore, organize it where there exists or :s; e);mi—
great equality, and on the contrary, jfhoever {nst;tgtgt ' ;; inci-
pality should do so where there exists great inequa g;f her
wise, he will do something lacking in proportion an

duration.

CHAPTER 56

: ina City ora
Before Important Events Happenin a City
Province, Spigns that Foretell Them or Men Who
Predict Them Appear

i d
is comes about T do mot know, E'aut both ancient an
izgfegj 1es)szzmplfzs demomﬁra’fﬁ that no bsenouz eeg;r;z gv:irt ggjxﬁ;
i ity or a province that has not been p
?;rzucézteﬂers?revelaiions, extraordinary events; or by othjz
celestial signs. And so as not to stray far from home to }prg ¢
this, everyone knows that Brother Girolamo Savoriar?\] :;Haf
foretold before it happened the coming of King Char 33 e o‘
France into Italy,* and that, besides this, throughouta g ; us
cany people were said to have seen and heard soldiers kg ting
against each other in the sky above Arezzo. Evzrjzohr/;ie b nngf;
besides this, that before the death of Lorenzo de’ Me 1;:1 the
elder,* the highest part of the Duomo was stﬁ?ck by ace ;s ;a
thunderbolt, with very great damage to that edifice. E:Verg (}) 2}7
knows as well that a short time betore Pierc Saiierxm, Wi o-ha S
been made gonfaloniere for life by the Florentine pe?p e ng{
driven out of the city and stripped of his rank, the p}z ?;ce 1j:sed
was struck by lightning.* Mcre.examgles of this couI ecite .
which I shall pass over to avoid tedium. 1 shall on 1Y .reco;md
what Livy says about the situation before the Gauls m? e
Rome: namely, that a certain plefbezan named Marcus Cae hm\i]us
reported to the senate that, while he was passing through Via
Nuova at midnight, he had overheard a superhuman voice
warning him to tell the magistrates that the Gauls were coming
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to Rome® The cause of such occurrences; ] think; must be dis-
cussed and interpreted by men who have the knowledge of
things natural and supernatural, which we ourselves lack. It may
be, however, as some philosophers maintain, that the air is flled
with incelligences, who by means of natural abilities foresce
future events and, having compassion for men, warn them with
similar signs so that they can prepare their defences. Whatever
the case may be, however, it is evidently true, for after such

events, extraordinary and unusual things always happen in
every provinée,

CHAPTER §7

United the People Are Courageous, but
Divided They Are Weak

After their native city had been destroyed following the inva-
sion of the Gauls, many Romans went to live in Veii against the
statutes and orders of the senate: to remedy this disorderly
behaviour, the senate, through its public edicts, enjoined every-
one to return to live in Rome within a certain time period and
under certain penalties. At first these edicts were ridiculed by
those against whom they were passed; later, when the time to
obey them drew near, everyone obeyed. Livy offers these
remarks: ‘their united defiance changed to individual obedience,
everyone having fears for himself.* And truly, nothing can
demonstrate the nature of a crowd any better, in this regard,
than what is shown in this text. A crowd of people is audacious
in speaking out on many occasions against the decisions of their
ruler; then, when they see the penalty in sight, they do not trust
each other and race to obey. Thus, it is quite evident that you
should not give much consideration to what the people say con-
cerning their good or bad inclinations as long as youare organ-
ized in such a way as to be able to maintain the people’s
goodwill, if they are well disposed, or, if they areill disposed, to
make provisions so that they cannot harm you. This refers to
those unfavourable inclinations that peoples possess, which
arist from no other cause than either having lost their liberty or
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g e s s
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f people without a leader, still,
than an uncontrolled crowd of Leade, still on
i ing that is weaker, because desp
theother, there is nothing thatis wea spite the fac
d, it will be easy to subdue it p
that the crowd may be armed, torsubduc b pro-
i ou can take refuge from
vided you have a place where you ¢ . e
ir animosity cools down a bi
assault, because when theiran ' bitand they
home, they begin to hav
all see that they must return o e s by
ink about saving themselves,
about themselves and thin Y
escaping or by coming to terms. Hence, crovczd of ngst
excited in this fashion that wishes tiz avlouii thesg 22%::; mus
1 i its ownranksaleader who eit,
immediately select from its own: R guideis,
it uni i 1 its defence, as Roman p .
keep it united, and think abou Roman p cbeids
i the death of Virginia; choosing
did when they left Rome after inday choosing
i ir own ranks to save them: :
twenty tribunes from their ko msclves.s 1
is i saysin the passage
 this is not done, then what Livy age cited above
: ther the people are bold,
always happens: that all toge
eachyc;ne tgzlzn begins to think of the danger he faces, hebecomes

cowardly and weak.

CHAPTER 58

The Multitude Is Wiser and More Constant
Thana Prince

i i ot
Nothing is more unreliable or inconstant than:a crowd

vy, b her historians: It often
le: so affirms our Livy, like all the ot
gzggr: thatin recounting the deedsd o}f mr}:n we}see thte i}rjﬁjgﬁ
ente
condemned someone to death and hds later Jamn hista
e the Roman people did wit
and deeply regretted’it, as we see t did e
i itohi first condemned to death.an
Manlius Capitolinus, whom they and
i the words of the author:
then deeply regretted it. And theseare wordsof chequuior
! long the people remembered only his good g s,
xiifrﬂi}e}a: ?hgere WI;,S rlio danger from him, and regretted their
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loss.™ Elsewhere, when Livy is recounting the events that arose
in Syracuse after the death of Hieronymus, grandson of Hiero,
he declares: ‘indeed, that is the nature of crowds: the mob is
eithera humble slave or a cruel master.” I do not know if, wish:
ing to defend an argument which, as I have said, all writers
attack, I may not be assuming a task that is difficult and full of so
many problems that it will be necessary for me either to aban-
don it, earning shame, or to pursue it, earning blame. Bur how-
ever that may be, I do not think, nor shall I ever think, thatitisa
mistzke to defend any opinion through arguments without
using either authority or force.

Imust say, therefore, that the defect for which writers bBlame
the crowd can be attributed to all men individually and most of
all to princes, for each person who is not regulated by the laws
will commit the very same errors as an uncontrolled crowd of
people. And this can be easily understood, for there exist and
have existed many princes, and the good and wise ones have
been few in number: T am speaking of princes who have been
able to break the constraints that can correct them, among
whom may not be numbered those kings who arose in Egypt
when, in the most distant antiquity, that province was governed
by laws, nor those kings who arose in Sparta, nor those who in
our own days arise in France, a kingdom which is regulated
more by laws than any other kingdom in our times about which
we have information. These kings that arise under such consti-
tutions are not to be placed among that number whose individ-
ual natures we must consider in order to see if they resemble the
multitude. Such a comparison must be made with 2 multitude
likewise regulated by laws, just as they are, and that same good-
ness we find in these kings will be seen in that crowd, and we
shall see that it neither rules arrogantly nor humbly obeys, just
like the Roman people, who never humbly served nor arro-
gantly ruled, while the republic endured uncorrupted; indeed,

with their institutions and magistrates, they held to their ranks
honourably. When it became necessary to rise up againsta power-
ful individual, they did 5o, as can be seen in the cases of Man-
lius, the decemvirs, and others whom they sought to suppress;
and when it was necessary to obey the dictators and the
consuls for the public welfare, they did so. If the Roman people
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regretted the death of Manlius Capitolanus, it is }2)0;: surp:fs}ifcgg
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people), but from having more or less respect for the laws under
which one or the other lives. Anyone who considers the Roman
people will see that for 4oo years they were enemies of the very
title of king and lovers of the glory and the welfare of their native
city, and he will see many examples displayed by them in Rome
that bear witness to both of these qualities. If anyone were to
remind me of the ingratitude that the multitude displayed
against Scipio, I would respond with the same argument I made
above when this subject was discussed at length, where it was
demonstrated that peoples are less ungrateful than princes.* But
with respect to prudence and stability, I would say that a people
is more prudent; more stable; and of better judgement than 2
prince: Itis not without reason that the voice of a peopleiscom-
pared with that of God, for it is obvious that popular opinion is
wondrously effective in its predictions, to the extent that it
seemsto beabletoforeseeits own good and evil fortune through
some occultpower. As for making judgements, when the people
hear two opposing speakers of equal skill taking different sides,
it is only on the rarest occasions that it does not select the best
opinion and that it is not capable of understanding the truth it
hears. If in matters of courage or of seeming utility, as was men-
tioned above, the people errs; a prince will also often err because
of his-own passions, which are more numerous than those of 2
people. It is also evident that in the sélection of magistrates the
people make far better choices than a prinde, for one can never
persuade the people that it is good to elect to public office an
infamous man with corrupted habits, something that a prince
can be persuaded to do easily and in a thousand ways. It can be
seen how a people may begin to loathe something and will
remain of this opinion for many centuries, something that is not
true of a prince. In both of these two matters I think the Roman
people bears sufficient witness, forin so many hundreds of years
and in so many elections of consuls and tribunes, they did not
make four choices which they were forced to regret. And, as I
have mentioned, the Roman people so hated the very title of
king that no merit on the part of any citizen who aspired to that
title could enable him to avoid the just penalties. Besides this, it
is evident that cities where the people hold power quickly make
enormous conquests and much greater ones than cities which
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cen under the rule of a prince, as Rome did gfter
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foolish actions nor the evil at han_«d need befeared; utrat eird .
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much confusion. But with evil princes the opposite happens: thz
present evil is to be feared and the future holds hope, since men
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persuade themselves that the prince’s w1ck¢d lif
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state of liberty to arise. Thus, you see the difference between the
two, which is the difference berween things that are and things
thatare to be. The cruelties of the multitude are directed against
those whom they fear will take possession of the public prop-
erty; those of a prince are directed against anyone he fears will
take possession of his own property. But this sentiment against
the people arises because everyone speaks badly about the
people without fear and in complete freedom even while the
people rule; everyone always speaks badly about princes with a

thousand fears and a thousand reservations. Nor does it seem

beside the point to me, since this subject leads me to it, to discuss
in the following chapter the kinds of confederations that are

most reliable, those created with a republic or those created with
aprince

CHAFPTER §9

Which Confederation or Other Kind of League
Is Most Reliable, That Created With a Republic
or That Created With a Prince

Because it happens every day that one prince and another, or one
republic and another forge a league and a friendship with each
other; and, likewise confederations and agreements are also
formed between arepublic and a prince, it seems proper to me o
examine whose word is more reliable and should be given
greater consideration, that of a republic or that of a prince. After
examining everything, I believe thatin many cases they are simi-
lar; and thatin some cases there is some difference. I believe fur-
thermore that agreements made by forcé will never be observed
either by a prince or by a republic; I believe that when the fear of
losing the state arises, both kinds of government will break faich
with you and will treat you with ingratitude in order to aveid
losing it. Demetrius, the man who was called conqueror of cities,
had bestowed countless benefits upon the Athenians: then it
happened that after he had been defeated by his enemies and
sought refuge in Athens, as in 2 friendly city obligated to him, he
was not received by that city; this grieved him even more than if
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CHAPTER I

In Order for a Religion or a Republic to Havea Long
Life, Tt Is Often Necessary to Bring It Back to Its
Beginnings

¢ things of this world have alimited exist-
h go through the entire cycle of life
eaven are generally those which do not
disorder but maintain them in an
hanges, or if it changes, it is

Ttis very truethatall th
ence, but those whic
ordained for them by h
allow their bodies to fall into

orderly way, so that either nothing ¢
<o their welfare, not to their detriment. Since [ am speaking of

mixed bodies, such as republics and religions, let me say that
changes which bring such bodies back to their beginnings are
healthy. The ones that have the best organization and the longest
lives are, however, those that can renew themselves often
through their own institutions, or that come to such a renewal
through some circumstance outside these institutions. And itis
clearer than light itself that if they do not renew themselves,
these bodies will not endure.
The method of renewing them is, as was stated, to bring them
back to their beginnings, because the beginnings of religions,
republics, and kingdoms must always contain in themselves
some goodness through which they may regain their early pres-
tige and their early expansion. And because in the course of time

that goodness is corrupted,
bring it back to its proper limits,
body. Those doctors of medicine declare,

cure from time to time.* This process of bringing something
back to its beginnings, when referring to republics, is produced
cither by some extrinsic accident or by some intrinsic prudence

As for the first means, it is evident how necessary it was for
Rome to have been taken by the Gauls in order for it to be

if something does not come aboutto
it will, of necessity, kill that
speaking of human

bodies: “Every day the body absorbs something that requires a
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contrary to theirs. Those men in Rome who produced particu-
larly good results were Horatius Cocles, Scaevola, Fabricius, the

two Decii, Regulus Atilius, and some others; all of whom with

their uncommon and worthy examples created in Rome almost
the same effect that was cre

ated by the laws and institutions * If
the enforcement of the laws noted above, along with these par-
ticular exemplary actions, had occurred at least every ten years

inthat city, it would have necessarily followed that Rome would
never have become corrupted, but as they became both few and
far between, corruption began to increase. For this reason, after
Marcus Regulus no similar exemplary actions were seen in
Rome, and although the two Catos* rose up in Rome, there was
foo great a space of time between him and them, and then
between the two of them, and they remained so isolated that
they could not, with their good examples, accomplish any good
work; this is especially true of the last Cato who, finding the city
for the most part corrupt, could not; with his own exsmple,
make the citizens better. And this should suffice as far as
republics are concerned.
But as for religions, it is also evident that these revivals are
necessary through the example of our own religion which, had it
not been brought back to its beginnings by Saints Francis and
Dominic, would have died out completely;
their poverty and the example of Christ’s life; restored religion
to the minds of men where it had been extinguished; and their
new institutions were powerful enough to prevent the dishon-
esty of the priests and leaders of this religio
by continuing to live in poverty and enjoying such trust among
the people in the confessional and in their preaching, they made
them understand that it was evil to speakill of the evil, that it was
good to live in obedience to them, and that if these priests com-
mitted errors, they should be left to the punishment of God.
Thus, the clergy do the worst they can, because they do not fear
and in which they do not
ained and still maintains this

for these men, with

nfrom ruining it; and

Kingdoms also need to renew themselves and to bring their
aws back to their beginnings. What good effects this practice
ichfeves can be seen in the kingdom of France, which lives under
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CHAPTER 2

How Very WiseItIsto P retend to Be Mad
atthe Proper Moment

No one was ever as prudent as Juntus B_rm:us, ngrb?as i;?; .
ever held in such high regard for any of hzs'remar able :; i
he was for feigning stupidity. Aitheggh LIV§; eexgxgis}f sao
him to such pretence, ;
than one reason thatled h preten : o
able to live more securely and to maintain his patrimony, ne

Book I1I Chapter 2 251

theless; considering his method of conduct; it c¢an-also he
believed that he feigned this in order to be less closely observed
and to have greater ease in overthrowing the king and in liberat-
ing his native land, whenever he was given the opportunity. The
fact that he was contemplating this can be seen first in his inter.
pretation of the oracle of Apollo, when he pretended to fall
down in order to kiss the ground, judging that if he did so he
would have the godsinfavourofhis plans; and then when stand.-
ing over the dead Lucretiain the presence of her father, husband,
and other relatives, he was the first to pull the dagger out of her
wound and to make the bystanders swear that they would never
inthe future tolerate any king ruling in Rome.*

From his example, all those who are dissatisfied with a riler
have something to learn; they mustfirst measure and weigh their
own forces, and if they are so powerful that they can revesl
themselves as his enemy and wage war openly upon him, they
must select this path, as less dangerous and more honourable.
But if their condition is such that their forces are insufficient to
wage open war on him, they must seek with great diligence to
make themselves his friend, and to this end they must enter upon
all those paths they deem necessary, following his wishes and
taking pleasure in all those things in which they see he takes
delight. This intimacy will, in the first place, allow you to live in

 safety and, without the risk of danger, to enjoy the ruler’s good

fortune along with him; it also provides you with every oppor-
tunity to carry out your plans. It is true that some will declare

you ought not to live so close to rulers that their downfall will

harm you as well, nor so far away that when they come crashing
down, you would not have time to climb up on their ruins; this
middle course would be the most reliable ifit could be followed,
but since I believe that it is impossible, it is necessary to reduce
one’s choices to the two methods described above, that is, either

o such things, I seek neither honours nor profit, I wish to live
ietly and without trouble’, for these excuses are heard and not

; ho possess standing choose to do
even if they truly choose to do so and are withoue any




