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But on the second day of March, the friar, while preaching in the cathedral,
took leave of the people, saying that he was going to give way to the wrath
of his adversaries, but he invited his audience to the Church of San Marco.
There, continuing to preach on the explication of Exodus, he delivered ser-
mons full of terror, more than ever severely chastising the clergy and all the
other generations of men. Indeed, despite the respect due the excommuni-
cation, the crowd of auditors multiplied so much that, since this church
lacked the capacity for such a multitude, it was necessary that he preach there
to the men only, and it was ordered that Fra Domenico da Pescia preach to
the women in the nuns’ Church of San Niccolo on the via del Cocomero.
Given the state of the times and of affairs, both the priests and the friars of
the city, almost everyone in the parish—whether because of remorse and the
prick of conscience, or because of envy and hatred, or because of fear and
the danger of losing their benefices and other signs of respect—did not want
to give absolution, or give Communion, or bury in consecrated ground the
bodies of those who believed the prophecies of those friars or attended their
sermons. In spite of such and so great a persecution and prohibition, it came
about—1I know not how—that the people, seized with a like conviction, not
only went to hear the sermons, but more and more would go every day to
the monastery of San Marco to join the religious life. So great were the
division, the schism, the travail, and the confusion among every sort of peo-
ple that in Rome and all over Italy they debated about almost nothing else,
and in Florence, on Carnival day and the days preceding it, through the
instigation and encouragement of the said Fra Girolamo and Fra Domenico,
a great number of men, women, and young people went to confession and
Communion, and in the said church he celebrated a devout and solemn sung
Mass. When Mass was finished, the said friar came with the Sacrament in
hand and mounted a pulpit erected for the occasion at the door of the
church, and while the friars and the people, kneeling all around, sang many
hymns and psalms, after he had silently said a few brief prayers, with the
tabernacle of the Sacrament [i.e., monstrance] in his hand he blessed all the
people who were in the piazza, admonishing and-asking everyone to pray
fervently, and he prayed to God that if he had not prophesied and said and
done truly, without deception, all the important things which he had pre-
dicted and affirmed by the word of the Lord, that that God, Who among
Christians is believed to be really and truly in that Sacrament, should ex-
pressly and clearly show a sign to that effect.
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