
                                      
            

 

 

NHS Cancer Screening Programmes and Warwick Medical School ESRC Collaborative 
Studentship: Communicating Biopsy Results in Breast Cancer Screening 

This ESRC-Funded Collaborative PhD will investigate how to communicate biopsy results to women in 
the NHS Breast Screening Programme. The research approach will be mixed methods with an 
opportunity to involve a randomised controlled trial.  

The project is a collaboration between the NHS Cancer Screening Programmes and the University of 
Warwick. The academic supervisory group will include Sian Taylor-Phillips, Harbinder Sandhu, Aileen 
Clarke and Janet Dunn. The collaborators from the NHS cancer screening programmes are Julietta 
Patnick, Claire Borrelli and Margaret Casey.  

The NHS Cancer Screening Programmes include breast, cervical and cancer screening in the UK, 
http://www.cancerscreening.nhs.uk/. The NHS Breast Screening programme screens over 1.9 million 
women each year, of which 80,500 are recalled for further tests, 35,000 have a biopsy as part of those 
follow up tests, and cancer is found in 15,700. Communicating results in a timely and sensitive manner 
is key to minimising the harms of screening. The NHS Breast Screening Programme are updating their 
quality assurance guidelines and this PhD research will directly influence this best practice guidance 
and policy. Of particular interest is how biopsy results confirming that there is no cancer present 
should be communicated to women, and the differences in communicating results in person or over 
the telephone. This research is of international interest, particularly in the US where screening is three 
times more frequent, starts at an earlier age, and has a higher recall rate than in the UK.  

The successful candidate will join a vibrant and expanding research group at the University of Warwick, 
as part of the CLAHRC West Midlands Prevention and Detection of disease team (http://www.clahrc-
wm.nihr.ac.uk/research/theme3-prevention-detection-diseases/index.html). The University of 
Warwick has been awarded prestigious Doctoral Training Centre (DTC) status by the ESRC and the 
successful applicants will receive additional postgraduate training from the DTC.  
 
There may also be opportunities to do work within the NHS Cancer Screening Programmes, depending 
on qualifications and experience. Any questions please contact Sian Taylor-Phillips (s.taylor-
phillips@warwick.ac.uk).  
 
This studentship is available to Home and EU students, according to fee status, that meet Research 
Council eligibility requirements based on residency. Further information can be found here: 
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/postgraduates/prospective-
students/eligibility/index.aspx  
 
Funding: ESRC studentships cover academic fees along with a tax free maintenance allowance in line 
with Research Council UK standard stipend (£14,057 for the year 2015/16) (if eligible).  It also includes 
extensive support for research training, as well as research activity support grants.  
 
Application process 
 
To apply for this funding please send a CV and 500 word statement on why you are interested and 
qualified to take on this PhD studentship to n.c.maillard@bham.ac.uk by 1st April 2015.  
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