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W 
elcome  to the first issue of the 

History Subject Centre Magazine. 
This has been a busy and chal-

lenging year for the History 
team. History is now established independ-
ently at the University of Warwick and the 

team are devoting their energy and attention 
to supporting and enhancing teaching,  

learning and the student experience across 
the whole History community. In a year that 
has seen the announcement of a new  

framework for Higher Education, a review of 
student fees, consultations on the REF and 

the óimpactô agenda and reports on the  
diminution of History teaching at secondary 
level, the challenges facing Higher Education 

History remain exacting. The Subject Centre 
continues to liaise with the History subject 

associations and departments and academics 
across the country to ensure that History 

continues to have a strong voice at national 
and policy -making level.  
 

The launch  of History as an independent  
centre was accompanied by the design of our 

brand new website 
www.historysubjectcentre.ac.uk   
 

The website  has a number of features de-
signed to facilitate access to our resources. 

These include news feeds direct from our blog 
to social networking sites such as Twitter and 
Facebook; a theme browser which draws  

together events, resources and external links 
on key topics; and an e - library of open  

educational resources. We are delighted to  
announce the introduction of two new publica-
tion series.  

Historical Insights: Focus on Teaching  
published its first two issues Teaching as a PhD 

Researcher by Kate Bradley and  Hollywood for 
Historians by  Andrew Dawson in September 
2009.  In January 2010 a third edition Medieval 

Castles by Robert Liddiard will appear along 
with the first publication in the sister series 

Historical Insights: Focus on Research .  
Focus on Research is co -sponsored by the  
Institute of Historical Research in London and 

will concentrate on the use of sources and  

methods in historical research. The launch 
publication will be Mark Freemanôs guide to the 

use of Quantitative Methods in historical  
research.  
 

The Centre  has been active in participating in 
projects promoting the scholarship of teaching 

and learning in History. Reports on our  
projects are included in the Newsletter and we 
will continue to keep the community updated 

on our work with open educational resources 
and student feedback. One characteristic of the 

projects that we are keen to extend is the  
employment of undergraduate student  
researchers ensuring direct student engage-

ment with the work of the Subject Centre. We 
have continued to undertake departmental  

visits and provide grants and funding for 
teaching - related conferences, workshops and 

development projects. The Regional networks 
have been lively this year with workshops and 
seminar series in the Midlands and North -West 

with further activities planned for the East  
Midlands.  

 
Our flagship  annual conference will take place 
this year at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford from 

23 - 25 March 2010 . The conference will be 
celebrating ten years of the National Teaching 

Fellowship Scheme and we hope to have many 
past History National Teaching Fellows present. 
There will be a strong international presence at 

the conference as well as UK speakers  
disseminating their research.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sarah Richardson  

 
Director,  

History Subject Centre  

http://www.historysubjectcentre.ac.uk
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T 
hrough our  work, we are investigating the 

changes and continuities in the use and 

design of learning spaces at Warwick and 

other universities across the country. We 

have chosen to conduct archival research  

documenting the development of our campus, use 

photo elicitation to visually chart this progress and 

have reviewed relevant literature outlining  

pedagogy and architecture, in an attempt to offer  

plausible theoretical explanations for these shifts 

in space use. We are also conducting a series of 

interviews with prominent figures within universi-

ties to identify the ideas and ideals surrounding 

the concepts of the óuniversity studentô and the 

university as a ólearning spaceô, and discover 

whether they have remained constant over time.  

 

Whilst we  had many different reasons for getting 

involved in the project, our common reasons were 

to gain experience for a future academic career, it 

is an opportunity to collaborate with academic 

staff in our department and it is a flexible job with 

good rates of pay ðideal to fit in around studies.  

 

Our initial  lead, the obituary of David Medd (a 

prominent figure in primary school architecture in 

the 1940s) showed we each had different research 

interests on this varied topic. To begin with the 

thought of being let loose on a research task with 

[intentionally] very little staff input for 7hrs a 

week was incredibly scary.  

 

Yet as  the project has gone on, we have bonded 

as a team and arranged our own research meet-

ings  and ócontact time, and we feel now that the  

  

research has some direction; with our three  

different angles coming together to portray a theo-

retical, visual, and policy informed analysis of edu-

cational space over the last one hundred years.  

We feel  that conducting research at undergraduate 

level enables students to apply what they discuss 

in the classroom to a real life situation, grounding 

the methodology and theory in reality, and im-

prove understanding by ólearning through doingô. 

Thus we argue, that active field research should 

be made more accessible for social science stu-

dents.  
 

We have  all been influenced by the work we have 

undertaken and feel that it has been a rewarding 

experience. We are all proud to be part of the  

Reinvention Centre and to be participating in the 

academic world as researchers. Working as part of 

a team has given us the confidence to attend  

academic events and to present our research at 

conferences, something that is a key skill for  

post -university life. We all agree that this has been 

a greatly enjoyable experience.  
 

Whilst it  is apparent that the óSpaces and Storiesô 

project has influenced our lives on a personal 

level, we also hope to contribute to the academic 

community. We have already attended  

conferences related to our research field and are  

presenting our work at the History Education  

Society conference at the University of Sheffield in  

December 2009. We aim to synthesise our results 

in a paper for the Reinvention Journal of  

Undergraduate Research and finally, present our  

completed project in a research exhibition at  

Warwick in April 2010.  

 

For more information visit the History Subject  

Centre website and click on Research.  

We have learned from the research process 

that self motivation and initiative is vital; that 

research is a messy and often frustrating en-

terprise; yet also that this experience has 

been beneficial to our own studies, as we are 

now more confident in using the facilities 

available to us at the University, such as the 

Modern Records Centre and library databases.  

 

Reinventing Spaces ðSpaces and Stories of Higher 
Education: a historical investigationô.  
A report on the active engagement of  

undergraduate research in learning communities.  

The History Subject Centre  has funded a project this year (led by Dr Cath Lambert and Danny  

Wilding of the Reinvention Centre at the University of Warwick) to investigate the design and de-

velopment of teaching spaces in Higher Education.  An important consideration for the Centre was 

the proposed engagement of undergraduates in the research team:to gain insight into the benefits 

and challenges for all concerned, which could be shared with our subject community.  We have 

been impressed with the focus and methodology developed by the researchers and so, a review of 

the project to date is best left to Laura Moorhouse (second year History and Sociology), Hannah 

Lever (third year Sociology) and Laura Evans (second year Sociology), from a paper they gave at 

the Student Teaching and Learning Network Conference at the University of Manchester,  

13 th  November 2009  


