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Project Outline
Based on an existing manuscript by M. W. Phillipson and P. A. Capper †, Ruth Barbour is working on a history of post-Reformation Catholicism in Warwick in general and the parish of St Mary Immaculate (founded in 1860) in particular. Supported by an educational grant from Your Heritage, the project aims to produce an up-to-date and accessible account of the religious life, personalities and challenges of Catholicism in and around Warwick. This will include a fresh look at the late medieval background, early places of worship (Wappenbury, Hampton on the Hill), times of persecution and martyrdom, but also support networks based on strongholds such as Baddesley Clinton and the Dormer family. The illustrated book, due to appear in the ‘Archdiocese of Birmingham Historical Commission’ series (c. 2008) will take the story right up to modern times which saw, among many other highlights, the marriage of JRR Tolkien in 1916 and the refurbishment of the social centre in 2006. 
A history of the St Mary Immaculate School, founded in 1905, is already available: http://www.bawden.demon.co.uk/StMaryHistory.pdf.

Steering Committee
· Ruth Barbour (Editor / English Local History, University of Leicester)

· Michael Hodgetts (Midlands Catholic History / Catholic Record Society)

· Beat Kümin (Warwick University / Warwick Network for Parish Research)

· Canon Stewart (Parish priest) 

Project Advisors

· Dr Judith Champ (Oscott Seminary); Prof. J. J. Scarisbrick; Rev. Dr John Sharp (Birmingham Archdiocesan Archives)
Input from parishioners and the general public is very welcome.

Contacts

Ruth Barbour, Norton Lindsey: rb193@leicester.ac.uk
Parish website: http://www.bawden.demon.co.uk/AboutUs.htm 
