
Detail given in various docs:

• Curry Commission (2002)

• HMT / Defra on CAP (2005)

• Defra FS (2006)

• Cabinet Office Strategy Unit review 2007-
08 � Food Matters (July 2008)

• HMT Global Commodities paper (2008)

• 2nd Defra discussion paper (July 2008)

• Current Defra indicators project (Oct)

Policy complicated by different 
accompanying meanings…

• Food nationalism: self-sufficiency, autarky

• Food defence: feeding in dire circumstances

• Food control: the actions of state (rationing)

• Food resilience: capacity to withstand shock

• Food risks: factors which threaten goals

• Food sovereignty: ensuring societal control

• Food democracy: full social engagement

• Food capacity: capability to produce

• Community food security: local food systems



Policy battles

• Where do we fix boundaries? global, 
national, local, town/village, family?

• What do we mean by ‘food’? quantity, 
quality, health, appropriateness, taste?

• What supply routes? home, traded, local?

• What price? affordability, buyer price, real 

price, externalised costs?

• What policy frameworks? national or 
multilevel?

• Which actors? state, supply chain or 
consumers?

The New Fundamentals
all certain but synergies less so

• Climate change

• Fuel / oil / energy

• Water

• Biodiversity 

• Soil

• Land use

• Labour

• Urbanisation

• Demographics / pop’n

• Nutrition transition

See: 

1. IAASTD report (2008). http://www.agassessment.org/

2. T Lang Rachel Carson lecture: http://www.pan-uk.org/Projects/RCML/index.htm

3. Chatham House project: http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/research/global_trends/
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UK has a lot of catching up? eg. Fruit


