[bookmark: _GoBack]The BEME systematic review ‘Assessing competence in veterinary medical education: where's the evidence?’ was published in 2008 [1]. As a result of the review findings we were motivated to facilitate improvements in veterinary assessment practices by supporting colleagues, from new staff examining for the first time to those responsible for assessment policy, by writing “A Guide to Assessment Methods in Veterinary Medicine” (Baillie and Rhind 2008), which is available in print and online: http://www.live.ac.uk/html/assessment_download.html. 
The guide begins with an overview of the challenges, with reference to Bloom’s taxonomy and Miller’s pyramid, followed by sections describing methods used in veterinary and medical assessment. The guide is systematically laid out. For each assessment method there is: a short description, a list of the skills assessed, some practical considerations (e.g. resources), a discussion of validity and reliability issues, and a list of key references. The first section of the guide covers the methods commonly used in UK veterinary schools. The second section describes assessment methods used in medicine and other health professions that have been designed to address the challenges of assessing performance in a valid, reliable and feasible way when the trainee is engaged in clinical work. 
The guide is in use as part of institutional staff development programmes at six of the seven UK veterinary schools and copies have been ordered and used for staff training and assessment workshops in Utrecht (The Netherland’s only veterinary school), Guelph in Ontario, Canada and most recently in Norway (October 2011). The online version has been downloaded by veterinary schools across the world. It was featured on ‘MedEdWorld’, an international online network for sharing educational expertise and resources, in 2009 with the reviewer describing it as “indispensible” and “of use to both new and experienced veterinary and medical educators... at the undergraduate and postgraduate education levels”. 
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