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Angela Childs
024 7632 3003
propertyenquiries@uwsp.co.uk

Innovation Centre at Warwick 
Technology Park

John Barnes
01926 623000
WICpropertyenquiries@uwsp.co.uk

Business Innovation Centre, 
Binley Business Park

Karen Aston
024 7643 0000
BICpropertyenquiries@uwsp.co.uk

Blythe Valley Innovation Centre, 
Blythe Valley Business Park

Norman Childs
0121 506 9000
BVICpropertyenquiries@uwsp.co.uk

£50 Prize Word Search
Ten Words, all found in this edition of ‘SPARK’,
are hidden in this word search. 

The words are hidden in any direction - vertical, 
horizontal, diagonal and ‘back to front’. Simply 
put a line through, or around each word 
and return the grid to the address below with 
your full details.

The words are:
Difficult – Credit – Seed – Fingerprint – New– 
Company – Award – Potential – Space – Training

A £50 prize goes to the sender of the first correct 
entry opened, chosen at random on Friday 27th 
February 2009.

Return to: Angela Childs,
University of Warwick Science Park, 
The Venture Centre, Sir William Lyons Road,
Coventry, CV4 7EZ.

Spark News from The University of Warwick Science Park  Winter 2009

The Science Park extends a warm 
welcome to its new tenants:

Main Site:
Planova UK
Webropol

Warwick Innovation Centre:
Vydec Limited
PelicanCorp Limited
Eneco

Business Innovation Centre:
SAM Electronics
Q Networks Limited
West Midlands Brokerage Services Limited
Datalog International Limited
The Purple Pod Limited

Blythe Valley Innovation Centre:
AA Projects Limited
Big Umbrella Media Limited
i-wave Limited

NEW COMPANIES

SPACE AVAILABLE

University of Warwick Science Park projects and the
Riley Court Building  are part-funded by the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF). 

The Student Project Scheme is also sponsored by the 
European Regional Development Fund and UWSP. Kitts 
is sponsored by Advantage West Midlands.

The University of Science Park Ltd, The Venture Centre, 
Sir William Lyons Road, Coventry, CV4 7EZ. Telephone: 
024 7632 3000 Fax: 024 7632 3001 
E-Mail: uwsp@uwsp.co.uk 
Internet: www.warwicksciencepark.co.uk

You are welcome to contact us about articles in this
newsletter, or to submit stories of interest.
Please contact: Angela Childs on 024 7632 3003 or
E-mail: angela.childs@uwsp.co.uk

Name:

Company:

Address:

Daytime Tel:

E-mail:

NEW INITIATIVE BEING LAUNCHED TO SUPPORT BUSINESS START-UPS.
FIND OUT MORE ON PAGE 2

UWSP Helping to grow your business - Regular feature. 
Students and Graduates for projects, Ignite programme, 
Access to finance, Techmark - Technical Marketing.
turn to page 3

News from The University of Warwick Science Park Winter 2009

COMPETITION WINNERS
The £50 Prize winner from the last
edition of SPARK: Gaelle Roche,
Of Gaelle, The Technocentre, Coventry.
The ipod winner of our e-newsletter
competition is: Janet Richards,
Housemark, Coventry.

Shell Step, which 
is supported by the 
European Regional 
Development Fund 
and UWSP, places 
undergraduates in small 
and medium sized 
companies to carry out 
and complete particular 
business projects.
 
Johnathan Milson, 
aged 21, spent eight 
weeks with 50-strong 
Westfield Sportcars 
in Kingswinford. The 
company manufacture 
high-performance kit 
cars, which it sells to 
racing enthusiasts across 
the globe.

Westfield wanted 
Johnathan to use a 
computer-aided design 
(CAD) program to 
replicate old car part 
drawings for its database 
– but after impressing 
them with his 
automotive engineering 
design skills, he was 
moved onto a team of 
six people developing a 
new vehicle.

And Johnathan’s 
contribution has led 
to the firm bringing 
forward the vehicle’s 
production date by 
several months.

“When I moved onto the 

team developing a new 
car and started drawing 
new parts, it was very 
exciting and great fun,” 
said Johnathan, who 
will complete a Masters 
degree in Mechanical 
Engineering next year.

“I had prior knowledge 
of CAD and the new 
model is now completely 
designed using this 
package, so having an 
extra person to draw has 
benefited them. 

“I’ve drawn eight or nine 
different parts for the 
vehicles and a couple of 
parts will go in the new 
model, including the air 

box and the pedal box, 
which I helped with.”
 
Ross Dickson, design 
manager of Westfield 
Sportscars, said 
Johnathan’s skills had 
greatly benefited the 
engineering team.

“We have a small 
engineering department 
and so having an extra 
head was very useful,” 
he said.

“Johnathan’s 
background 
and skills 
from his 

degree have 
helped us 
move forward 
with various 
parts and the 
project. His 
input into the 
design has 
also been of 
great value.”

“The parts he has 
designed have been 
impressive and to the 
necessary high standard 
and so it was a great 

help to have him on the 
team.”

Penny Robb, Project 
Manager of Shell Step 
programme for the 
West Midlands, said: 
“The benefits which the 
students have brought 
to businesses in the 
area this year has been 
fantastic.

“Shell Step gives 
students the opportunity 
to develop their skills 
and gain practical 
experience, while 
giving companies the 
opportunity to work 
with bright, young 
minds to enhance their 

business. There has been 
a tangible benefit to the 
firms and the feedback 
from them all has been 
very positive.”

Businesses and 
students interested 
in learning more 
about the Shell 
Step programme 
should contact 
the University of 
Warwick Science 
Park project team
on 024 76 32025
or by emailing
student@uwsp.co.uk

Penny Robb, Project Manager of Shell Step 
Programme pictured with Johnathan Milson.

Car Manufacturer
Speeds Up
Production With
Help From UWSP
A Warwick University undergraduate who helped a 
midlands car manufacturer speed up production of 
its latest vehicle was named the West Midlands’ Most 
Enterprising Student at the local final of the 2008 
Shell Step work placement programme.

Concurrent Thinking, 
a leading provider of 
High Performance 
Computing (HPC) 
systems and software, 
is typical of the type 
of company that 
MTSF supports at its 
foundation stage.  
The investment will 
be used to fund 
international sales 
and marketing of 
Concurrent Thinking’s 
newly released products 
and to further expand 
the company’s product 
portfolio.

Dr Mark Payton, Fund 
Principal for MTSF 
commented: “As a 
leading provider of 
investment into high 
growth technology 
businesses based in the 
West Midlands, and as 
an existing investor in 
Concurrent Thinking, 

we are delighted to 
continue our support 
for management as they 
drive the expansion of 
the business”. 

MTSF is a c£13m 
venture capital fund 
looking to provide 
equity finance to early 
stage/seed technology 
businesses, based in the 
West Midlands with 
high growth potential.  
Since the launch of the 
Fund in March 2007, 
10 investments have 
been made so far with 
several more in the 
pipeline.

MTSF has invested 
in several companies 
based on the Warwick 
Science Park including 
Opscape, Advancesis, 
Warwick Effect 
Polymers, Digeprint 
and Warwick Audio 

Technologies.
Key Fund Information:
Size: c £13m
Investment stage: seed/
early stage
Focus: High growth 
technology businesses 
based in the West 
Midlands
Investment Amount: up 
to £750k
Key Investors: 
Advantage West 
Midlands, Regional 
Universities, University 
of Warwick Science 
Park, The Forward 
Group.
Fund Manager: WM 
Enterprise

For more information 
on the MTSF please 
visit www.merciafund.
co.uk or contact Dr 
Mark Payton on 07811 
435199 or markp@
merciafund.co.uk

IdeasForTheKids.com has won another 
prestigious award – the HSBC Start-Up 
Stars Award. Despite having been online for 
less than 18 months, IdeasForTheKids.com has 
made a big impact. The website, which is the most 
comprehensive online source of places to take kids in 
the UK, has outperformed hundreds of businesses in 
the Midlands and been named a Regional Winner 
in the 2008 HSBC Start-Up Stars Awards, one of 
the most prestigious start-up competitions.

Based at the Business Innovation Centre in Binley, 
the website was recognised earlier this year, winning 
third prize in the BT Online Excellence Awards 
Best Kids Website category, behind the BBC’s 
CBeebies and Disney sites.

IdeasForTheKids.com makes it really easy to find 
fun and exciting places to take your kids. It lists over 
11,000 child-friendly venues and attractions and 
was developed to appeal to the 12 million families 
in the UK. The site is also attracting an increasing 
number of ‘grown-up’ kids of all ages, from late teens 
and twenties to retired people looking to make the 
most of their leisure time.  

For more information,
visit www.ideasforthekids.co.uk

Mercia Technology Seed Fund 
Supports Concurrent Thinking 
in £1m Investment Round
Mercia Technology Seed Fund (MTSF), a leading provider 
of venture capital to early stage technology businesses 
in the West Midlands, has recently contributed to a new 
£1m investment round into Warwick Science Park-based 
Concurrent Thinking. Continued Success For Family Website 

The Venture Centre:
Unit 6		  685 sq ft
Unit 22		  433 sq ft
Unit 23a		 280 sq ft
Unit 25		  700 sq ft (approx)
Unit 43		  645 sq ft

Vanguard Centre:
Unit 3		  2385 sq ft 
Unit 4		  2385 sq ft 
Bio-Incubator available April 2009
Unit 5		  3740 sq ft 

Viscount Centre:
Unit 1A		  3530 sq ft 
Unit 1B		  3530 sq ft 

Sovereign Court 1: 
Unit A1 (GF)	 2000 sq ft 

Sovereign Court II: 
Unit 4B		  2000 sq ft

Riley Court:
Unit 3		  3000 sq ft 
Units 4 & 5	 6000 sq ft 
(combined or can be split)

Blythe Valley Innovation Centre:
Unit 2 		  291 sq ft
Unit 3	  	 291 sq ft

Business Innovation Centre:
Unit 1 		  474 sq ft
Unit 3 		  772 sq ft
Units 18/19	 1679 sq ft
Units 26/27 	 980 sq ft
Unit 29 		  826 sq ft

Warwick Innovation Centre:
Unit 4		  1245 sq ft
Unit 9b		  325 sq ft
Unit 19b		 260 sq ft
Unit 22		  290 sq ft
Unit 29		  772 sq ft
Unit 30		  527 sq ft
Unit 44		  280 sq ft
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