Call for MOAC 8-week MSc research project proposals

Molecular Organisation and Assembly in Cells Doctoral Training Centre

MOAC students carry out three 8-week research projects during their MSc. A key objective of these projects is to immerse each student in the research environment of a discipline so that they become conversant in that culture. The three projects may be linked scientifically but may be completely independent; the 8-week period includes write-up time. The PhD proposal call for 2012 will come out after Easter. At least one of the PhD supervisors must have submitted a mini-project proposal in 2012. For information the draft call is also available on the web site.
The Project selection committee, including representatives of all interested departments, will vet the scientific remit of all proposals. In 2012 there will be an increased emphasis on the analytical science aspects of projects as the scientific remits of MOAC (see figure) and W-CAS (Warwick Centre for Analytical Science) will be merged for any future proposals to EPSRC. The proposals will also be assessed for the following qualities:
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high quality research within MOAC’s and W-CAS’s remit 
2. strategic scientific development for Warwick 

3. technical training provided

4. originality

5. feasibility

6. adventure

Students are given the choice of projects they will undertake. In cases where a student has played a significant role in designing the project, they will have first option on that project. In other cases, if more than one student chooses a project, priority will be given to the student with the highest average module mark available at that time.

Please note that mini-project supervisors who do not have a permanent university post or who are on probation must identify an academic member of staff who has agreed to mentor them by providing support and advice and also to meet with the student briefly on a weekly basis.

· This call is open now. Proposals are due by Wednesday 8th February 2012. Please use the form attached. 

· Each student takes one project in each of the following disciplines: Experimental Biology, Experimental Physical Sciences and Theoretical.
· Report formats for projects 1, 2 and 3 are (respectively): Thesis followed by a brief viva; poster and seminar at DTC Annual Conference from the 24th(27th July; journal article and seminar to an A-level audience at the MOAC Seminar Day (Tuesday 25th September 2012, tbc).
· Projects are mono-disciplinary, but may form part of a multi-disciplinary research programme. It is possible (and attractive) for collaborating groups to offer linked mini-projects that are carried out in different departments but have a common underlying theme. 

· Each student will be allocated a total mini-project consumables budget of £450 in the first instance to cover the consumables for all three mini-projects. In special circumstances, an application may be made to the MOAC Management Committee for additional consumables support.
· Supervisors whose projects are chosen will be required to mark 2 other projects.
Deadlines
i) Submission Miniproject proposals: Wednesday 8th February 2012
ii) Steering Committee vetting: w/c 13th February 2012 

iii) Email out to submitters: the day following the steering committee

iv) Revisions due: Monday 27th February 2012
MOAC 8-week mono-discipline research project proposal

Submit up to TWO pages, including the black text on this header page BUT NOT THE PREVIOUS PAGE or the red or blue text to http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/moac/intranet/miniproj/mp_proposal_submission_form_2011_12 by 8th February 2012.

Any queries contact Sarah Shute moac2@warwick.ac.uk 
	Project offers training in

(tick all that apply)

	Project timing

(tick all that apply)

	 
	( Experimental biology
	( Slot 1 (19/3 to 13/05/12)
	Submission of thesis by 9 am 14/05/12; Viva to be scheduled in agreement with supervisor

	
	( Biophysical chemistry
	( Slot 2 (14/05 to 08/07/12)
	Submission of poster and slides by 9 am on 9/07/12; presentation of poster and talk at annual MOAC conference

	
	( Mathematics/computing
	( Slot 3 (9/07 to 03/09/11)
	Submission of paper by: 9 am 3/09/12

Talk: 25/09/11, tbc, MOAC Seminar Room


Project title: 


Students may choose to take up to 2 weeks holiday during the duration of their projects by arrangement with all supervisors concerned and the MSc Course Director. MOAC’s Annual conference is 24-27 July 2011, but MP2 poster and talk slides should be submitted earlier to the S. Shute. Attendance at the conference is compulsory for students; supervisors are very welcome. All marks for mini-project 3 must be submitted no later than Wednesday Sep 19th 2011, 12 noon.
Supervisor (the person who will be doing the day to day supervision of the mini-project):  

Name:


Department: 

Building, Room: 


E-mail address: 

Phone number: 


Supervisor’s advisor (for non-permanent members of staff or those on probation: academic who agrees to mentor the supervisor and to meet the student briefly at least once a week): 

Name:


Department: 

Building, Room: 


E-mail address: 

Phone number: 


Project proposal:

Make sure you include the following headings:

A. Background to project

B. Programme of work 

C. Skills to be learned

D. Resources required (budget per student for all three is £450 unless a special case is made)

E. Outline of a literature review, including starting references.

� EMBED PowerPoint.Show.8  ��� Scientific programme for MOAC indicating


the core theme (blue), the applications areas (green)


and the tool kit (orange).
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