
IMPORTANT RULES 

The TEM environments are just as fragile and sensitive as the experiments performed within. If 

permitted, the lab can deteriorate into a chaotic mess within only a few days. That is why it is crucial 

to establish an organizational system in the lab. 

As we are sharing the facilities and the space, here are a few of recommended tips for creating and 

improving order for the benefits of everybody, this will become part of our daily activities and this 

will cover organization, cleaning, curtesy and even safety. it is a form of respect to each other and I 

really count on your help on this.  

1- Organize Your Work Space: 

You will notice the tables are very clean and well organized. You should routinely clean and organize 

your work space. It is very easy to ignore the waste and clutter that has enveloped the work space 

after a long day of work and different samples to analyse. However, neglecting to clean up at the end 

of the session is often the beginning of a cycle that will result in delays down the road. SO PLEASE: 

1- Make sure, all the samples are clean and well stored in clean dedicated boxes.  

2- It is highly recommended to use your own tweezers to manipulate your samples, this will 

certainly reduce contamination and unwanted debris on them.  

3- All the samples should be removed after you finish your session.  

4- Keep your work area clean after use (as you found it)!! 

 

2- Notebook and Data management: 

You will notice the presence of fresh and new logbooks. SO PLEASE: 

1- Keep a good and clean record of your work in a data entry notebook with: dates, times, 

names, samples, holders, the techniques to be used, and the emission as shown on the 

logbook. 

2- If you will notice any issue, please write it down in the comments space with a short and 

clear words, this is primordial for the maintenance side. 

3- Before a major or complicated experiment that you are not familiar with (HRTEM, 

diffraction or STEM) write out in a brief format, the hypothesis to be tested… and e-

mail it to one of the RTP stuff (Houari A., Steve H., Steve Y. or Richard B.). 

4- Use the data servers to collect your data (No external drives are allowed to be connected 

to the microscope computers). 

 

3- Microscopy: 

 

1- There is a new operation manual on the website for the JEM 2100 

http://moodle.warwick.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=15719. Please use this to reduce 

alignment issues. If any doubt, come to discuss it with our stuff. 

2- For the specimen holders, after gently loosen the screws TWO turns, gently rotate the 

cover plate away and mount specimen. NEVER OVERTIGHTEN THE SCREWS!!! 

4- After placing firmly your sample and to avoid vacuum leak, always check that the 

holder’s O-rings are completely free of dust. Carefully use tweezers to remove any dust 

or fibres.  



5- If you are the last user of the day, insert the ACD heater and plug it in, then turn on the 

ACD heat by clicking on Maintenance, ACD & Bake, and pressing ON in the ACD Heat 

tab. 

 

Work Together 

No matter how organized you may be, it won’t help much if your colleagues are not. It can lead to 

lab unhappiness if you and your labmates don’t have the same standards of cleanliness and 

orderliness. If we (all) will make the right efforts on the right place, in time, cleaning and 

organizing will become a habit to which you all will become accustomed, and a noticeable overall 

lab order will take place naturally. 

 


