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Concept Note

1. Background 

Academics all over the world study and produce research work related to the World Bank’s policies and operations. However, the findings of their work often do not receive due recognition. Similarly, the World Bank does not profit from the conclusions reached by external researchers. In order to close this gap, the “Research Bank on the World Bank” project was initiated. The project was a joint venture between the ESRC Centre for the Study of Globalisation and Regionalisation (CSGR) at the University of Warwick, the Center for Policy Studies (CPS) at the Central European University (CEU) in Hungary, the Researchers Alliance for Development (RAD) and the Paris Office (External Affairs Vice-Presidency) of the World Bank.

2. Research Bank on the World Bank, Budapest Workshop
Under this theme, the Central European University in Budapest hosted a workshop for doctoral students and a group of young researchers to present their work on their main subject of study: the World Bank. The two-day workshop in April 2005 provided a unique opportunity to discuss and reflect on World Bank policies and programs together with World Bank staff and provided a platform for exchanging experiences and best practice.

As a result of the Workshop, a volume of papers presented in Budapest was published by Routledge, with a preface by Ian Goldin, former Vice President for External Affairs, Communications and United Nations Affairs. Participants of the Budapest Workshop also initiated an e-mail distribution list in order to continue the discussions on World Bank related themes. 
Learning from the Budapest initiative, the World Bank developed a project aiming at a systematic collection and dissemination of research generated on various topics related to its activities. The “Share University Papers’ project aims to give students the opportunity to share the papers they have prepared as part of their university curricula and which have a focus on development and on the actions of the World Bank. It also gives the possibility to read and discuss what other students around the world have written on the World Bank on a common web platform. www.worldbank.org/sup. The project was officially launched during the ABCDE Conference in Tokyo by Paul Wolfowitz, President, the World Bank Group and Francois Bourguignon, Chief Economist and Senior Vice President, the World Bank. 
3. Budapest + 1, Singapore Workshop
A follow-up meeting for young researchers, Budapest+1, was planned to coincide with the World Bank – IMF Annual Meetings in Singapore. The workshop in Singapore was supported with a grant from the Economic and Social Research Council of the United Kingdom. It was organised by the Centre for the Study of Globalisation and Regionalisation at the University of Warwick in conjunction with the Researchers Alliance for Development, the Lee Kwan Yew School of Public Policy and the External Affairs Vice Presidency of the World Bank (Paris Office).  

The Singapore papers and presentations by thirteen doctoral researchers addressed various aspects of activity of the World Bank Group.  For example:

· World Bank-IMF relations

· The Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers

· Academic/civil society outreach of the Bank

· The Comprehensive Development Framework

· Governance and World Bank organisational restructuring

· Country studies of World Bank policies and projects

The workshop sessions were chaired by prominent academics and with World Bank staff in the role of discussants. In addition, a group of academic and civil society representative attending the Annual Meetings attended the workshop as observers. The workshop was also the occasion to officially launch the Budapest volume of papers. 

4. Budapest + 2, Bled Workshop

The next workshop is scheduled to coincide with the Annual Bank Conference on 

Development Economics (ABCDE), which will take place in Bled, Slovenia, on May 17-18, 2007.  Approximately twelve doctoral researchers have been invited to present papers on a range of topics related to World Bank activities and policies. As in previous workshops, the intention is that World Bank staff, members of parliamentary Network on the World Bank, and RAD Steering Committee members will act as chairs and discussants during the workshop to provide feed-back and critical commentary on the papers. 
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