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International business pervades all aspects of society. Global events and thinking about international politics, economics, culture, exchange rates, and investment opportunities influence virtually every management decision being made today. In trying to understand this global business environment this module aims to explain: the politics behind how international business standards are created and by which actors; the environments within which global firms operate; national and regional variations in business culture and regulation; the politics behind differences in business environments; the development of business-government relations at the national and international levels; the interaction between business and other non-state actors; the emerging policy role of businesses and private authority in the national and global arenas.   

Aims, Objectives and Student Requirements
Aims: 

1. To examine the changing environment for businesses within the international political economy.

2. To engage critically with the key approaches of International Political Economy in explaining multinational and other business activities and debating their role and influence in the international system.

3. To develop a critical understanding of the emerging international business agenda.

Objectives:
This is a student-led module intended to enhance students’ understanding of international business issues in an International Relations/International Political Economy conceptual context but also, to develop students’ skills in researching a topic in a critical manner, presenting key findings to a group and conducting discussions based on readings and personal research findings. In order to achieve this, in this module you will:

1. Evaluate and discuss a broad range of theoretical material and empirical studies concerning international business activity, the creation of international business standards, the role of multinational corporations and their impact on home and host environments, as well as the emerging international business agenda. 

2. Develop research skills through individual and group project work.  With assistance, you will develop research questions for your written assignments and undertake an independent research project and a group research project, which you will present to the class.  These processes will provide you with practise and skills in the application of the theoretical material that you have studied.

Student Requirements

Formal teaching consists of a weekly two-hour seminar, in which you will be expected to participate formally and informally as agreed at the start of the academic year. Attendance at seminars is compulsory. It is also essential that you come to the seminars prepared to participate fully, and that you try to cover the required readings for each week. It is understood that you will undertake 10-12 hours per week of independent study on the module (outside contact hours). 

Assessment will be by means of two essays of 5,000 words each (essay lengths are to be strictly adhered to). The dates for submission can be found in the department regulations, and it is imperative that you observe these deadlines.

Additional assignments include:

· A 15-minute presentation: in the second week, you will choose a presentation topic and asked to prepare a presentation that will raise salient issues and stimulate critical discussion. 

· A 5-minute discussion presentation: in cooperation with the student preparing a presentation, you will be asked to prepare short discussion notes responding to the main presentation issues and facilitating further discussion and debate.
Assessment Essay Titles

A list of pre-approved titles for your assessed research essays will be made available on the module tutors webpage within the first few weeks of the module commencing. You are free to choose to write your essays based on any of these titles. However, the titles are only indicative and you may also negotiate a separate title with your tutor. Whether you choose a title from the preapproved list, or negotiate a title with your tutor, please remember that you must ask your module tutor to sign a submission title form and submit it to the Graduate Office by the deadline listed in the PAIS Postgraduate Handbook.

Background Reading:

Braithwaite and Drahos, Global Business Regulation, Cambridge, 2000.

Stopford and Strange with Henley, Rival States, Rival Firms, Cambridge, 1991.

Gourevitch and Shinn, Political Power and Corporate Control, Princeton, 2005.
Mattli and Woods, The Politics of Global Regulation, Princeton, 2009.

Additional Reading
Students are encouraged to find material relevant to the course from academic journals accessible through the library’s electronic databases. The following are likely sources of material:

	American Behavioral Scientist 

American Journal of Sociology

American Sociological Review 

Comparative European Politics

Ethics and International Affairs

European Journal of International Relations

Global Economic Governance

Global Governance

Global Networks
Governance

Government and Opposition

International Affairs


International Organization

International Politics

International Relations of the Asia-Pacific 

International Studies Perspectives


	International Studies Quarterly

Journal of Common Market Studies

Journal of International Business Studies

Journal of International Relations and Development 

Journal of Public Policy
Millennium 

New Left Review

New Political Economy

Pacific Review

Review of International Organizations

Review of International Political Economy

Socio-Economic Review

Theory and Society

World Development

World Economy

World Politics


And there are many more that are relevant, of course. Google scholar is also a useful resource for finding material. Please note that the readings for seminars are all available electronically from a computer on campus. 
	Week One
	THEORIES - Principals and Agents
	5/6 October


Readings:

Peter A. Gourevitch and James Shinn (2005), Political Power and Corporate Control, Princeton, Chapter 1 - http://press.princeton.edu/chapters/s8086.pdf
Walter Mattli and Tim Büthe (2003) ‘Setting International Standards: Technological Rationality or Primacy of Power?’, World Politics, Vol. 56, No. 1, pp. 1-42

http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/25054244.pdf
Daniel W. Drezner (2001) ‘Globalization and Policy Convergence’, International Studies Review, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 53-78
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/3186512.pdf
see also All Politics is Global Princeton 2007.

	Week Two
	THEORIES - Fields of Governance
	12/13 October


Readings:

Marie-Laure Djelic and Kerstin Sahlin-Andersson (2005) ‘Transnational Governance in the making – Regulatory Fields and their Dynamics’ 3rd ECPR Conference, Budapest, September
http://regulation.upf.edu/ecpr-05-papers/mdjelic.pdf 

See also: Djelic, M-L and K. Sahlin-Andersson (2006), Transnational Governance: Institutional Dynamics of Regulation, Cambridge University Press.
A. Claire Cutler (1999) ‘Locating "Authority" in the Global Political Economy’, 
International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 43, No. 1, pp. 59-81
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2600965 
Doris Fuchs (2005) ‘Commanding Heights? The Strength and Fragility of Business Power in Global Politics’, Millennium - Journal of International Studies Vol. 33, No. 3, pp. 771-801
http://mil.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/33/3/771
see also Doris Fuchs (2007) Business Power in Global Governance, Lynne Reiner.

	Week Three
	THEORIES – Actors and Markets
	19/20 October


Readings:

Marion Fourcade (2006) ‘The Construction of a Global Profession: The Transnationalization of Economics’, American Journal of Sociology 112(1): 145-195.

http://sociology.berkeley.edu/profiles/fourcade/pdf/AJSII.pdf
Frank Dobbin and Dick Zorn (2005) ‘Corporate Malfeasance and the Myth of Shareholder Value’, Political Power and Social Theory, Volume 17, pp. 179-198.

http://www.wjh.harvard.edu/~dobbin/cv/articles/2005_PPST_CorpMal_Zorn.pdf
Marion Fourcade and Kieran Healy (2007) ‘Moral Views of Market Society’, Annual Review of Sociology Volume 33, pp. 285–311.

http://arjournals.annualreviews.org/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev.soc.33.040406.131642
	Week Four
	CONTEXT –  Private Power and Law 
	26/27 October


Readings:

Glenn Morgan and Sigrid Quack (2005) ‘Institutional Legacies and Firm Dynamics: The Growth and Internationalization of UK and German Law Firms‘, Organization Studies, Volume 26, No. 12, 1765-1785 (2005)
http://oss.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/26/12/1765
Neil Fligstein and Jennifer Choo (2005) ‘Corporate Governance and Economic Performance’, Annual Review of Law and Social Science, Volume 1, 61-84.
http://sociology.berkeley.edu/profiles/fligstein/pdf/AR258-LS01-04_061-084_.pdf
Cohen, Edward S. (2008) ‘Private Law Pluralism and Harmonization in the Global Political Economy’, Review of International Political Economy Volume 15, Number 5, pp. 770-799
http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/730671_731197558_906034515.pdf
	Week Five
	CONTEXT – International Organizations and Business
	5 November

Venue TBA


Seminar leader: Arthur Mühlen-Schulte

Readings:

Benedicte Bull, Morten Bøås, and Desmond McNeill (2004) 'Private Sector Influence in the Multilateral System: A Changing Structure of World Governance?' Global Governance Vol. 10, Issue 4, pp. 481–498.

Available from HeinOnline via library databases. 

http://0-www.heinonline.org.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/
Craig N. Murphy (2007)'Private Sector' Chpt. 15, The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations, Weiss T.G. and Daws, S., (eds.), Oxford, pp 264-74

Can be read online at:

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=CRDQy1thH-sC&lpg=PR14&ots=eLOZP2QRtF&dq=Craig%20N.%20Murphy%20The%20Oxford%20Handbook%20on%20the%20United%20Nations&lr=&pg=PA271#v=onepage&q=Craig%20N.%20Murphy%20The%20Oxford%20Handbook%20on%20the%20United%20Nations&f=false
Arthur Mühlen-Schulte (2009) ‘Full Faith and Credit for Sub-Prime Sovereigns? Development and Rating in the UNDP's Private Sector’, CSGR Working Paper 262/09 Centre for the Study of Globalisation and Regionalisation, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Warwick

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/csgr/research/workingpapers/2009/26209.pdf
	Week Six
	READING WEEK 
	9/10 November


	Week Seven
	CONTEXT – MNCs and Global Networks 
	16/17 November


Readings:

Neil M Coe, Martin Hess, Henry Wai-chung Yeung, Peter Dicken and Jeffrey Henderson (2004)  ‘Globalizing’ regional development: a global production networks perspective’, Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, Vol. 29, pp. 468–484.

http://courses.nus.edu.sg/course/geoywc/publication/2004_TIBG.pdf
Ben Ross Schneider (2009) ‘A comparative political economy of diversified business groups, or how states organize big business’, Review of International Political Economy, Volume 16, Issue 2, pp.178 – 201. 

http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/530439_731197558_912712806.pdf
Tim Bartley (2009) ‘Standards for Sweatshops: The Power and Limits of Club Theory for Explaining Voluntary Labor Standards Programs’, revised version to appear in Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Approach, edited by Matthew Potoski and Aseem Prakash, forthcoming (2009), MIT Press.

http://www.indiana.edu/~tbsoc/club%20theory%20chapter-Bartley-v2.1.pdf
	Week Eight
	CONTEXT – Business Lobbying 
	23/24 November


Readings:


Cornelia Woll, (2007) ‘Leading the Dance? Power and Political Resources of Business Lobbyists’, Journal of Public Policy 27(1): 57-78.

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=649256
Susan K. Sell (2008) ‘The Global IP Upward Ratchet, Anti-Counterfeiting and Piracy Enforcement Efforts: The State of Play’, mimeo, Institute for Global and International Studies, George Washington University, June.
http://www.twnside.org.sg/title2/intellectual_property/development.research/SusanSellfinalversion.pdf
Amy J. Hillman, Gerald D. Keim, Douglas Schuler (2004) ‘Corporate Political Activity: A Review and Research Agenda’, Journal of Management, Volume 30, No. 6, pp. 837-857

http://www.jstor.org/pss/256661
	Week Nine
	CASES –  Sovereign Debt Standards and Moral Action in the World Economy
	3 December

Venue TBA



Seminar leader: André Broome

Readings:
Thomas M. Callaghy (2004) ‘Innovations in the Sovereign Debt Regime: From the Paris Club to Enhanced HIPC and Beyond’,  Washington, DC: World Bank Operations Evaluation Department. 

http://lnweb90.worldbank.org/OED/OEDDocLib.nsf/DocUNIDViewForJavaSearch/4BC77E9BEC2CAAFC85256E4A00536A04/$file/hipc_wp_sovereign_debt.pdf
André Broome (2009) ‘When do NGOs Matter? Activist Organizations as a Source of Change in the International Debt Regime’, Global Society Volume 23, No. 1, pp. 59-78.

http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/684119_751308121_907429538.pdf
Eric Helleiner and Geoffrey Cameron. 2006. Another World Order? The Bush Administration and HIPC Debt Cancellation. New Political Economy Volume 11, No. 1, pp.125-40.

http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/53927_731197558_743783896.pdf
	Week Ten
	CASES – Accounting Standards
	7/8 December


Readings:

James Perry and Andreas Nölke (2006) ‘The Political Economy of International Accounting Standards’, Review of International Political Economy Volume 13, No. 4, pp. 559-586.

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/routledg/rrip/2006/00000013/00000004/art00002
Sebastian Botzem and Sigrid Quack (2005) ‘Contested Rules and Shifting Boundaries:

International Standard Setting in Accounting’, WZB Discussion Paper, SP III 2005-201, Berlin
http://skylla.wzb.eu/pdf/2005/iii05-201.pdf
Walter Mattli and Tim Büthe (2005) ‘Accountability in Accounting? The Politics of Private

Rule-Making in the Public Interest’, Governance: An International Journal of Policy, Administration, and Institutions, Volume 18, No. 3, pp. 399–429.
http://www.duke.edu/~buthe/downloads/MattliButhe_GovernanceJul05.pdf
	Week Eleven
	CONCEPTUAL EXTENSIONS
	11/12 January


Note: This seminar is concerned with both reviewing concepts used in seminars thus far and considering what possible extensions to these concepts and theories can be drawn from economic sociology to understand changes in international business in the international system.

Readings:

Neil Fligstein (2008) ‘Theory and Methods for the Study of Strategic Action Fields’, mimeo, Department of Sociology, University of California at Berkeley. 
http://sociology.berkeley.edu/profiles/fligstein/pdf/Theory%20and%20Methods%20for%20the%20Study%20of%20SAFs.pdf
Ansari, Shazad, Peer C. Fiss, and Edward J. Zajac (2010) ‘Made to Fit: How Practices Vary As They Diffuse’, Academy of Management Review, forthcoming.
http://www-rcf.usc.edu/~fiss/Ansari_Fiss_Zajac_AMR.pdf
Josh Whitford (2002) ‘Pragmatism and the untenable dualism of means and ends: Why rational choice theory does not deserve paradigmatic privilege’, Theory and Society, Volume 31, No. 3, pp. 325-363.
http://www.columbia.edu/~jw2212/Writing/jwTandS2002.pdf
	Week Twelve
	CASES –  The Business of Private Security and Surveillance
	18/19 January


Readings:

Abraham L.  Newman (2008) ‘Building Transnational Civil Liberties: Transgovernmental Entrepreneurs and the European Data Privacy Directive’, International Organization Volume 62, No. 1, pp. 103-130.
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FINO%2FINO62_01%2FS0020818308080041a.pdf&code=fc186231225aaf07e6bbfbf916a408e1
Louise Amoore and Marieke De Goede (2005) ‘Governance, risk and dataveillance in the war on terror’, Crime, Law and Social Change Volume 43, Nos 2-3, pp. 149-173.
http://www.springerlink.com/content/k1757476wt318722/fulltext.pdf
Elke Krahmann (2005) ‘Regulating Private Military Companies: What Role for the EU?’, 
 Contemporary Security Policy,Volume 26, No. 1, pp.103-125.
http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/991009_751308121_713999785.pdf
Rita Abrahamsen and Michael C. Williams (2007) ‘Securing the City: Private Security Companies and Non-State Authority in Global Governance’, International Relations, Volume 21, No. 2, pp. 237-253.
http://ire.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/21/2/237 

	Week Thirteen
	CASES – Drugs
	25/26 January


Readings:

David Tyfield (2008) ‘Enabling TRIPs: The pharma-biotech-university patent coalition’, Review of International Political Economy, Volume 15, Number 4, pp. 535-566.

http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/974811_731197558_904754916.pdf
Blanchard, Jean-Marc. "Corporate Hegemony in Remission: The Pharmaceutical Industry and the HIV/AIDS crisis" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Le Centre Sheraton Hotel, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, Mar 17, 2004 <Not Available>. 2009-05-26<http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p73345_index.html>
Susan K. Sell and Aseem Prakash (2004) ‘Using Ideas Strategically: The Contest

Between Business and NGO Networks in Intellectual Property Rights’, International Studies Quarterly Volume 48, pp. 143–175
http://www.asc.upenn.edu/usr/ogandy/C45405%20resources/Sell%20and%20Prakash%20using%20ideas.pdf
	Week Fourteen
	CASES – Corporate Social Responsibility
	1/2 February


Readings:

David L. Levy and Rami Kaplan (2007) ‘CSR and Theories of Global Governance: 

Strategic Contestation in Global Issue Arenas’, in Andrew Crane, Abagail McWilliams, Dirk Matten, Jeremy Moon and Donald Siegel (editors) The Oxford Handbook of CSR (2007). Oxford University Press.

http://www.faculty.umb.edu/david_levy/CSR2007.pdf
Kelly Kollman (2008) ‘The Regulatory Power of Business Norms: A Call for a New Research Agenda’, International Studies Review, Volume 10, 397–419

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/121385703/PDFSTART
David Vogel and Jeremy Moon (2008) ‘Corporate Responsibility, Government and Civil Society’, in Crane, McWilliams, Matten, Moon, and Seigel, (eds), Oxford Handbook of Corporate Social Responsibility, Oxford University Press.

http://faculty.haas.berkeley.edu/vogel/vogel_oxford_chapter.pdf
	Week Fifteen
	CASES – International Utilities Markets
	8/9 February


Readings:

David Coen (2005) ‘Business-Regulatory Relations: Learning to play regulatory games in European Utility Markets’, Governance, Volume 25, No. 3, pp. 329-505

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/118704454/PDFSTART
David Levi-Faur (2003) ‘The politics of liberalisation: Privatisation and regulation-for-competition in Europe's and Latin America's telecoms and electricity industries’, 
European Journal of Political Research, Volume 42, No. 5, pp, 705–740.
http://poli.haifa.ac.il/~levi/levifaurejpr.pdf
Ian Bartle (2002) ‘When Institutions No Longer Matter: Reform of Telecommunications and Electricity in Germany, France and Britain’, Journal of Public Policy, Volume 22, No. 1, pp.1-27.
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FPUP%2FPUP22_01%2FS0143814X02001010a.pdf&code=a1466af6c619ad27c3e652438a6bb5dd
	Week Sixteen
	READING WEEK
	15/16 February


	Week Seventeen
	CASES – Business and the Environment
	25 February

Venue TBA


Seminar leader: Arthur Mühlen Schulte
Readings: 

Robert Falkner (2003) ‘Private environmental governance and international relations: exploring the links’, Global Environmental Politics, Volume 3, No. 2, pp.72-87.

http://muse.jhu.edu/login?uri=/journals/global_environmental_politics/v003/3.2falkner.pdf
Philipp Pattberg: The Institutionalisation of Private Governance: Conceptualising an Emerging Trend in Global Environmental Politics. Global Governance Working Paper No 9. Potsdam, Amsterdam, Berlin, Oldenburg: The Global Governance Project.

http://www.glogov.org/images/doc/WP9.pdf
Peter Newell, ‘Civil society, corporate accountability and the politics of climate change’, Global Environmental Politics, Vol.8 No.3, 2008.
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/global_environmental_politics/v008/8.3.newell.pdf
Sasser, Erika N.; Prakash, Aseem; Cashore, Benjamin; and Auld, Graeme (2006) ‘Direct Targeting as an NGO Political Strategy: Examining Private Authority Regimes in the Forestry Sector’, Business and Politics  Volume 8, No. 3, Article 1.
http://www.bepress.com/bap/vol8/iss3/art1
	Week Eighteen
	CASES – Financial Risk Management
	1/2 March


Readings: 

Leonard Seabrooke and Eleni Tsingou (2009) ‘Revolving Doors and Linked Ecologies in the World Economy: Policy Locations and the Practice of International Financial Reform’, CSGR Working Paper 260/09 Centre for the Study of Globalisation and Regionalisation, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Warwick

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/csgr/research/workingpapers/2009/26009.pdf
Michael Power (2005) ‘The invention of operational risk’, Review of International Political Economy, Volume 12, No 4, pp. 577-599.
http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/403086_731197558_748089563.pdf
Michael R. King & Timothy J. Sinclair (2003) ‘Private Actors and Public Policy: A Requiem for the New Basel Capital Accord’, International Political Science Review, Volume 24, No. 3, pp. 345-362.
http://ips.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/24/3/345
	Week Nineteen
	CASES – Carbon Trading
	8/9 March


Readings:

Peter Newell and Matthew Paterson (1998) ‘A climate for business: global warming, the state and capital’, Review of International Political Economy Volume 5, No. 4, pp. 679–703.
http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/368607_731197558_713780059.pdf
Larry Lohmann (2009) ‘Toward a different debate in environmental accounting: The cases of carbon and cost–benefit’, Accounting, Organizations, and Society, Volume 34, pp. 499–534

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VCK-4SHN0BK-1&_user=585204&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000029838&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=585204&md5=14e42186104d925df9ca54f1ec624213
Edward Page (2008) ‘Distributing the burdens of climate change’. Environmental Politics, Volume 17, No.4, pp. 556-575.

Available from WRAP: http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/
	Week Twenty
	CONCLUSION AND REVIEW
	15/16 March


Readings:

Marco Schäferhoff, Sabine Campe, and Christopher Kaan (2009) ‘Transnational Public-Private Partnerships in International Relations: Making Sense of Concepts, Research Frameworks, and Results’, International Studies Review, Volume 11, pp. 451-474
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/bpl/misr/2009/00000011/00000003/art00001
And please review the readings from weeks one to week three.
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