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How can the Library help you to find 
resources? 

• Information on the Library website 
• Online tutorial to guide you to data sources 

and show you how to search them 
• Individual enquiry support  
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What can I do to support you? 

• Advise you on relevant available sources 
• Hunt for data sources 
• Show you how to search the databases 
• Help you to find relevant books, articles 

and working papers 
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What can I not do??? Among many 
other things, I can’t…. 
 

• Advise you on methodology – contact your 
supervisor or tutor 

• Help with Stata or other software – contact IT 
Services or your supervisor; or look for books in the 
Library to guide you 

• Buy a new database 
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What should you do? 

• Familarise yourself with the Library tutorial 
• Be aware of Library resources 
• Try out the databases 
• Have a Plan B as well as Plan A – be 

flexible! 
• PLAN AHEAD – to choose your topic and 

look for data 
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Use the Library website to find 
available databases 
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Recommended sources for journal 
articles 

• EconLit – specifically intended for 
Economists 

• Business Source Complete 
• ABI/Inform 
• Plus working papers from:  
• RePEc – Research Papers in Economics 
• SSRN – Social Science Research Network 
• Google Scholar… 
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Why use Library databases??? 

• Google may suggest too many results 
• The quality of free sources on the internet varies 

greatly 
• Using a database like EconLit allows you to find 

relevant and reliable articles quickly 
• Save time searching and spend it more profitably! 
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Data sources - especially recommended:  

• UK Data Service  
• OECD i-Library 
• Datastream 
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Check out the reliable free websites, 
e.g. 

• United Nations – UNData 
• World Bank 
• OECD 
• Eurostat 
• FAOSTAT 
• And more… 
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What if data is unavailable? 
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Remember… 

• There is more data for some countries than for others 
• There may be gaps in data for certain countries 
• Some measures of data were not provided in earlier 

years – you could do the calculations yourself! 
• Avoid commercial data publishers offering to sell you a 

dataset – even if you are sure of the quality, it will be 
expensive 

• Some reliable data may be freely available 
• Pick data which is readily available for a Warwick 

student 



connecting you with information,  
support and your community 

If in doubt, always contact me 

• Plan ahead and seek guidance to turn the 
nightmare into success! 
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For subject support, you can always 
contact your librarian  

• Contact details are on the Library website 
• E-mail is the recommended way to contact 

me 
• You can also phone or ask staff at the  

Floor 1 help desk to see if I am free 
• helen.riley@warwick.ac.uk  
• 02476 572712 
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