
 1

Curriculum Vitae: Nicholas F. R. Crafts 
 
Born 
 
March 9, 1949, Nottingham, England; married with 3 children. 
 
Educated 
 
Trinity College, Cambridge. First Class Honours, Economics Tripos, parts I & II, 1967-1970. 
 
Employment 
 
1971-2: Lecturer in Economic History, University of Exeter. 
 
1972-7: Lecturer in Economics, University of Warwick (on leave 1974-6). 
 
1974-6: Visiting Assistant Professor of Economics, University of California, Berkeley. 
 
1977-86: CUF Lecturer in Economics, University of Oxford and Fellow in Economics, 
University College, Oxford (on leave 1982-3). 
 
1982-3: Visiting Professor of Economics, Stanford University. 
 
1987-8: Professor of Economic History, University of Leeds. 
 
1988-95: Professor of Economic History, University of Warwick. 
 
1995-2005: Professor of Economic History, London School of Economics. 
 
2006-9: Professor of Economic History, University of Warwick. 
 
2009-: Professor of Economic History and Director of ESRC CAGE Research Centre, 
University of Warwick. 
 
Honours 
 
Wrenbury Scholarship for Best Degree in Economics at Cambridge in 1970. 
 
Fellow of the British Academy, 1992. 
 
Honorary Professor, University of Warwick, 1995-2005. 
 
Founding Academician, Academy of Learned Societies for the Social Sciences, 1999. 
 
Major Grants 
 
1992-3: 279,000 Ecus from European Commission to direct Research Network on Postwar 
Economic Growth, with G. Toniolo. 
 



 2

2001-5: £167,654 from Economic & Social Research Council for research on "Understanding 
the Effects of Different Generations of Large-Scale Technological Change", with T. Leunig.  
Project report graded "Outstanding" by ESRC. 
 
2006-7: £98,912 from Economic & Social Research Council for research on "The Effect of 
Ownership and Regulation on British Railway Performance , 1850-2006", with T. Leunig. 
 
2010-14: £3.6mn. from Economic & Social Research Council for ESRC Research Centre on 
Competitive Advantage in the World Economy (CAGE). 
 
Publications 
 
a) Book 
 
1) British Economic Growth during the Industrial Revolution (Oxford: Clarendon Press,  
     1985); reprinted in paperback 1986, 1987, 1990, 1991. Pp. 193. 
 
b) Edited Books. 
 
2) The British Economy Since 1945 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991) with N. W. C.  
     Woodward. 
 
3) Essays in Quantitative Economic History (Oxford: OUP, 1991) with N. H. Dimsdale and  
     S. L. Engerman. 
 
4) Britain in the International Economy, 1870-1939 (Cambridge: CUP, 1992) with S. N.  
     Broadberry. 
 
5) Economic Growth in Europe since 1945 (Cambridge: CUP, 1996) with G. Toniolo. 
 
6) Quantitative Aspects of Postwar European Economic Growth (Cambridge: CUP, 1996),  
     with B. van Ark. 
 
7) Work and Pay in Twentieth Century Britain (Oxford: OUP, 2007), with I. Gazeley and A.  
     Newell. 
 
c) Occasional Papers 
 
8) Can De-Industrialization Seriously Damage Your Wealth? (London: IEA, 1993). Pp. 92. 
 
9) Britain's Relative Economic Decline 1870-1995 (London: Social Market Foundation,  
     1997). Pp. 68. 
 
10) The Conservative Governments' Economic Record: An End of Term Report (London:  
     IEA, 1998). Pp. 45. 
 
11) Britain's Relative Economic Performance, 1870-1999 (London: IEA, 2002). Pp. 116. 
 
12) High Quality Public Services for Scotland (Glasgow: Fraser of Allander Institute, 2004). 



 3

     Pp. 64. 
 
13) The Economic Impact of ICT: a Perspective from the Age of Steam (Lancaster University,  
     2005). Pp. 14. 
 
14) Interpreting Ireland's Economic Growth (background paper for UNIDO, Industrial  
     Development Report, 2005). Pp. 20. 
 
15) Productivity at the Periphery: What Can Wales Do To Compete ? (Cardiff University,  
     2005). Pp. 9. 
 
16) "The Historical Significance of Transport for Economic Growth and Productivity",  
     background paper for Eddington Report (2005), with T. Leunig.  Pp. 65. 
 
d) Papers in Refereed Journals. 
 
17) "Trade as a Handmaiden of Growth: An Alternative View", Economic Journal (1973),  
     83, 875-84, reprinted in C. K. Harley (ed.), The Integration of the World Economy, 1850- 
     1914 (Elgar, 1996). 
 
18) "The Role of Simulation Techniques in the Theory and Observation of Family  
     Formation", Population Studies (1975), 29, 75-95, with N. J. Ireland; reprinted in Russian  
     in Novoe V Zarubezhnoi Demografii pod redaktsiei A. G. Volkora, Moscow, 1980. 
 
19) "English Economic Growth in the Eighteenth Century: A Re-examination of Deane and  
     Cole's Estimates", Economic History Review (1976), 29, 226-35. 
 
20) "A Simulation of the Impact of Changes in Age at Marriage before and during the Advent  
     of Industrialization in England", Population Studies (1976), 30, 495-510, with N. J.  
     Ireland. 
 
21) "Family Limitation and the English Demographic Revolution: A Simulation Approach",  
     Journal of Economic History (1976), 36, 598-623, with N. J. Ireland. 
 
22) "Determinants of the Rate of Parliamentary Enclosure", Explorations in Economic  
     History (1977), 14, 227-49. 
 
23) "Industrial Revolution in England and France: Some Thoughts on the Question 'Why 
Was  
     England First?'", Economic History Review (1977), 30, 429-41; reprinted in J. Mokyr  
     (ed.), The Economics of the Industrial Revolution (Rowman and Allenheld, 1985). 
 
24) "Enclosure and Labor Supply Revisited", Explorations in Economic History (1978), 15,  
     172-83. 
 
25) "Entrepreneurship and a Probabilistic View of the Industrial Revolution", Economic  
     History Review (1978), 31, 613-4. 
 
26) "Average Age at First Marriage for Women in Mid-Nineteenth Century England and  



 4

     Wales", Population Studies (1978), 32, 21-5. 
 
27) "Victorian Britain Did Fail", Economic History Review (1979), 32, 533-7; reprinted in D.  
     N. McCloskey, Enterprise and Trade in Victorian Britain (Allen and Unwin, 1981). 
 
28) "National Income Estimates and the British Standard of Living Debate: A Re-appraisal of  
     1801-31", Explorations in Economic History (1980), 17, 176-88. 
 
29) "Regional Price Variations in England in 1843: An Aspect of the Standard of Living  
     Debate", Explorations in Economic History (1982), 19, 51-70. 
 
30) "Illegitimate Fertility in England and Wales in 1911", Population Studies (1982), 36,  
     327-31. 
 
31) "British Economic Growth, 1700-1831: A Review of the Evidence", Economic History  
     Review (1983), 36, 177-99. 
 
32) "Gross National Product in Europe, 1870-1910: Some New Estimates", Explorations in  
     Economic History (1983), 20, 387-401. 
 
33) "Economic Growth in France and Britain, 1830-1910: A Review of the Evidence",  
     Journal of Economic History (1984), 44, 49-67. 
 
34) "A Cross Section Study of Legitimate Fertility in England and Wales in 1911", Research  
     in Economic History (1984), 9, 89-107. 
 
35) "Patterns of Economic Development in Nineteenth Century Europe", Oxford Economic  
     Papers (1984), 36, 438-58; reprinted in B. van Ark (ed.), Economic Growth in the Long  
     Run: A History of Empirical Evidence (Elgar, 1996). 
 
36) "English Workers' Real Wages during the Industrial Revolution: Some Remaining  
    Problems", Journal of Economic History (1985), 45, 139-44. 
 
37) "Some Evidence of Insider Knowledge in Horserace Betting in Britain", Economica  
     (1985), 52, 295-304. 
 
38) "Comparative Advantage in UK Manufacturing Trade, 1910-1935", Economic Journal  
     (1986), 96, 629-45, with M. F. Thomas; reprinted in C. H. Feinstein (ed.), The Economic  
     Development of Britain since 1870 (Elgar, 1996) and in C. K. Harley (ed.), The  
     Integration of the World Economy, 1850-1914 (Elgar, 1996). 
 
39) "British Economic Growth, 1700-1850": Some Difficulties of Interpretation",  
     Explorations in Economic History (1987), 24, 245-68. 
 
40) "How Much Have We Learnt about Fertility Change during Modernization?",  
     Contemporary Sociology (1987), 16, 679-81. 
 
41) "Long Term Unemployment in Britain in the 1930s", Economic History Review (1987),  



 5

     40, 418-32. 
 
42) "Cliometrics, 1971-1986: A Survey", Journal of Applied Econometrics (1987), 2, 171-92. 
 
43) "The Assessment: British Economic Growth over the Long Run", Oxford Review of  
     Economic Policy (1988), 4(1), i-xxi. 
 
44) "British Industrialization in an International Context", Journal of Interdisciplinary  
     History (1989), 29, 415-28; reprinted in C. K. Harley (ed.), The Integration of the World  
     Economy, 1850-1914 (Elgar, 1996). 
 
45) "Trends and Cycles in British Industrial Production, 1700-1913", Journal of the Royal  
     Statistical Society (1989), series A, 152, 43-60, with S. J. Leybourne and T. C. Mills. 
 
46) "The Climacteric in Late Victorian Britain and France: A Reappraisal of the Evidence",  
     Journal of Applied Econometrics (1989), 4, 103-17, with S. J. Leybourne and T. C. Mills. 
 
47) "Long Term Unemployment, Excess Demand and the Wage Equation in Britain, 1925- 
     1939", Economica (1989), 56, 247-54. 
 
48) "Duration of Marriage, Fertility and Women's Employment Opportunities in England and  
     Wales in 1911", Population Studies (1989), 43, 325-35. 
 
49) "The Impact of the Depression of the 1930s on Productive Potential in the United  
     Kingdom", European Economic Review (1990), 34, 599-607, with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
50) "Measurement of Trend Growth in European Industrial Output before 1914:  
     Methodological Issues and New Estimates", Explorations in Economic History (1990), 27,  
     442-67, with S. J. Leybourne and T. C. Mills. 
 
51) "Explaining Anglo-American Productivity Differentials at Mid-Century", Oxford Bulletin  
     of Economic and Statistics (1990), 52, 375-402, with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
52) "European Productivity in the Twentieth Century: Introduction", Oxford Bulletin of  
     Economic and Statistics (1990), 52, 331-41, with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
53) "Reversing Relative Economic Decline? The 1980s in Historical Perspective", Oxford  
     Review of Economic Policy (1991), 7(3), 81-98; reprinted in W. Grant (ed.), Industrial  
     Policy (Elgar, 1995) and in T. Jenkinson (ed.), Readings in Macroeconomics (Oxford  
     University Press, 1996). 
 
54) "Institutions and Economic Growth", West European Politics (1992), 15, 16-38. 
 
55) "Output Growth and the British Industrial Revolution: A Restatement of the Crafts- 
     Harley View", Economic History Review (1992), 45, 703-30, with C. K. Harley; reprinted  
     in B. van Ark (ed.), Economic Growth in the Long Run: A History of Empirical Evidence  
     (Elgar, 1996). 
 
56) "Britain's Productivity Gap in the 1930s: Some Neglected Factors", Journal of Economic  



 6

     History (1992), 52, 531-58, with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
57) "Productivity Growth Reconsidered", Economic Policy (1992), 15, 388-426. 
 
58) "Adjusting from War to Peace in 1940s Britain", Economic and Social Review (1993), 
25,  
     1-20. 
 
59) "Trends in Real Wages in Britain, 1750-1913", Explorations in Economic History (1994),  
     31, 176-194, with T. C. Mills. 
 
60) "Labour in Power but Not in Control", Labour History Review (1994), 59, 45-47. 
 
61) "The Industrial Revolution as a Macroeconomic Epoch: An Alternative View", Economic  
     History Review (1994), 47, 769-775, with T. C. Mills. 
 
62) "Cotton Textiles and Industrial Output Growth during the Industrial Revolution",  
     Economic History Review (1995), 48, 134-144, with C. K. Harley. 
 
63) "Macro-inventions, Economic Growth and 'Industrial Revolution' in Britain and France",  
     Economic History Review (1995), 48, 591-598. 
 
64) "The Golden Age of Economic Growth in Western Europe, 1950-73", Economic History  
     Review (1995), 48, 429-447. 
 
65) "Recent Research on the National Accounts of the UK, 1700-1939", Scandinavian  
     Economic History Review (1995), 43, 17-29. 
 
66) "The Golden Age of Economic Growth in Postwar Europe: Why Did Northern Ireland  
     Miss Out?", Irish Economic and Social History (1995), 22, 5-25. 
 
67) "Exogenous or Endogenous Growth? The Industrial Revolution Reconsidered", Journal  
     of Economic History (1995), 55, 745-772. 
 
68) "De-Industrialisation and Economic Growth", Economic Journal (1996), 106, 172-183. 
 
69) "The First Industrial Revolution: A Guided Tour for Growth Economists", American  
     Economic Review Papers and Proceedings (1996), 86, 197-201. 
 
70) " 'Post-Neoclassical Endogenous Growth Theory': What are its Policy Implications?",  
     Oxford Review of Economic Policy (1996), 12(2), 30-47; reprinted in T. Jenkinson (ed.),  
     Readings in Macroeconomics (Oxford University Press, 2000). 
 
71) "Trend Growth in British Industrial Output, 1700-1913: A Reappraisal", Explorations in  
     Economic History (1996), 33, 277-295, with T. C. Mills. 
 
72) "Modelling Trends in Economic History", The Statistician (1996), 45, 153-159, with T.  



 7

     C. Mills. 
 
73) "British Economic Policy and Industrial Performance in the Early Postwar Period",  
     Business History (1996), 38, 65-91, with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
74) "Some Dimensions of the 'Quality of Life' during the British Industrial Revolution",  
     Economic History Review (1997), 50, 690-712. 
 
75)" Economic Growth in East Asia and Western Europe Since 1950: Implications for Living  
     Standards Since 1950", National Institute Economic Review (1997), 162, 75-84. 
 
76) "Endogenous Innovation, Trend Growth and the British Industrial Revolution", Journal  
     of Economic History (1997), 57, 950-956, with T. C. Mills. 
 
77) "The Human Development Index and Changes in Standards of Living: Some Historical  
     Comparisons", European Review of Economic History (1997), 1, 299-322. 
 
78) "The Postwar Settlement: Not Such a Good Bargain After All", Business History (1998),  
     39, 73-79, with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
79) "Forging Ahead and Falling Behind: The Rise and Relative Decline of the First Industrial  
     Nation", Journal of Economic Perspectives (1998), 12(2), 193-210. 
 
80) "East Asian Growth Before and After the Crisis", IMF Staff Papers (1999) ,46, 139-166. 
 
81) "Implications of Financial Crisis for East Asian Trend Growth", Oxford Review of  
     Economic Policy (1999), 15(3), 110-131. 
 
82) "Economic Growth in the Twentieth Century", Oxford Review of Economic Policy  
     (1999), 15(4), 18-34. 
 
83) "After the Golden Age: A Long Run Perspective on Growth Rates that Speeded Up,  
     Slowed Down and Still Differ", The Manchester School (2000), 68, 68-91, with T. C.  
     Mills. 
 
84) "Simulating the Two Views of the First Industrial Revolution", Journal of Economic  
     History (2000), 60, 819-841, with C. K. Harley. 
 
85) "Competition and Innovation in 1950s Britain", Business History (2001), 42, 97-118,  
     with S. N. Broadberry. 
 
86) "A Perspective on UK Productivity Performance", Fiscal Studies (2001), 22, 271-306,  
     with M. O'Mahony. 
 
87) "UK Real National Income, 1950-1998: Some Grounds for Optimism", National Institute  
     Economic Review (2002), 181, 87-95. 
 
88) "The Human Development Index, 1870-1999: Some Revised Estimates", European  
     Review of Economic History (2002), 6, 395-405. 



 8

 
89) "UK Productivity Performance from 1950 to 1979: a Restatement of the Broadberry- 
     Crafts View", Economic History Review (2003), 56, 718-735, with S. N. Broadberry 
 
90) "Globalisation and Economic  Growth: an Historical Perspective", The World Economy  
     (2004), 27, 45-58; reprinted in Chinese in Comparative Economic and Social Systems  
     (2005). 
 
91) "Sectoral Output Trends and Cycles in Victorian Britain", Economic Modelling (2004),  
     21, 217-232, with T. C. Mills. 
 
92) "Was Nineteenth Century British Growth Steam-Powered ? the Climacteric Revisited",  
     Explorations in Economic History (2004), 41, 156-171, with T. C. Mills. 
 
93) "Long Term Growth Prospects in Transition Economies: A Reappraisal", Structural  
     Change and Economic Dynamics (2004), 15, 101-118, with K. Kaiser. 
 
94) "Steam as a General Purpose Technology: a Growth Accounting Perspective", Economic  
     Journal (2004), 114, 338-351. 
 
95) "Productivity Growth in the Industrial Revolution: a New Growth Accounting  
     Approach", Journal of Economic History (2004), 64, 521-535. 
 
96) "Regional GDP in Britain, 1871-1911: Some Estimates", Scottish Journal of Political  
     Economy (2005), 52, 54-64. 
 
97) "The First Industrial Revolution: Resolving the Slow Growth/Rapid Industrialization  
     Paradox", Journal of the European Economic Association (2005), 3, 525-534. 
 
98) "TFP Growth in British and German Manufacturing, 1950-1996", Economic Journal  
     (2005), 115, 649-670, with T. C. Mills. 
 
99) "What Explains the Location of Industry in Britain, 1871-1931 ?", Journal of Economic  
     Geography (2005), 5, 499-518, with A. Mulatu. 
 
100) "Market Potential in British Regions, 1871-1931", Regional Studies (2005), 39, 1159- 
     1166. 
 
101) "Regulation and Productivity Performance", Oxford Review of Economic Policy, (2006)  
     22, 186-202. 
 
102) "How Did the Location of Industry Respond to Falling Transport Costs in Britain before  
     World War I ?", Journal of Economic History (2006), 66, 575-607, with A. Mulatu.  
 
103) "Recent European Economic Growth: Why Can't It Be Like the Golden Age ?",  
     National Institute Economic Review (2007), 199, 69-81. 
 
104) "Total Factor Productivity Growth on Britain's Railways 1852-1912: a Reappraisal of  
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122) "Managing Decline?: 1870-1990", History Today (1994), 45(6), 37-42. 
 
123) "Asia's Miracle: They Think Its All Over...It Need Not Be Yet", Economic Outlook  
     (1998), 23(1), 11-21. 
 
124) "A Perspective on UK Productivity", New Economy (1999), 6(1), 3-16, with M.  
     O'Mahony. 
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Visiting Lecturer, NAKE Course for Dutch Economics Ph. D Students, Groningen, 1997. 
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