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Experts: Japan Budget Boost Won't Hit Goals

Ation guidelines to work together more closely.

e of severe budgetary restrictions and the MoD's purchasing strategy of
major weapons in small lots, the P-1s will be deployed in groups of five

n 2018 and 2021, and Japan's Aegis fleet will not be expanded to eight ships
al 2020.

br, under the headline-making purchases, the MoD is quietly upgrading its F-
F-2 fighters and building out its submarine fleet from 16 to 22 boats, including
ng the propulsion systems on its already advanced, stealthy Soryu-class

ines.

budget clarifies three points about Japanese defense, said Alessio
0,a professor at the Department of War Studies, King's College London.

he Japanese are serious about their security, and they are seeking to retain
ent edge in implementing sea control in the East China Sea, whilst adding a
mphibious component adequate to defend the archipelago. Second, the

ent is not a blank check. Procurement is targeted to either develop niche
ities or modernize aging platforms. Third, this budget confirms the myth of a
se militarization. It is a cautious, moderate choice aimed at confirming the
ation of military power in the tools of statecraft, without seeking to challenge
onal or international order," Patalano said.

er, analysts differ as to how far Japan is from establishing the "Dynamic
e Force" set out by the nation's 2014 National Defense Program Guidelines.
juidelines stressed for the first time a "full amphibious capability" for the

re of remote Japanese islands subject to invasion.

g a Dynamic Joint Defense Force, which emphasizes both soft and hard

b of readiness, sustainability, resiliency and connectivity, reinforced by

ed technology and capability for C3I, with a consideration to establish a wide

f infrastructure to support the SDF's operation, is a multiyear task still in its

ar of implementation under the National Defense Program Guidelines for FY
d beyond," said Jun Okumura, a visiting scholar at the Meiji Institute for
Affairs.

the necessary overhaul of the hardware, software and wetware involved, it
P very much a work still in progress," he said.

ewsham, a senior research fellow at the Japan Forum for Strategic Studies, a

ink tank, welcomed the steps taken as a sign that Japan is finally paying long
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P attention to the need to establish a military presence in the Nansei Shoto.

e not there, you're not interested. Amphibious capability is essential and the
recognizes this. The Ospreys will also help extend Japanese coverage in the
n areas,"” he said. "The AAVs also deserve comment. To use them properly,
bund Self Defense Force and the Marine Self-Defense Force have to

hte. It's rare that a piece of hardware — and an inexpensive one at that — has
gic effect.”

orces, tentatively named the Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade (ARDB),
number 3,000 by 2018, said Corey Wallace, a Japan security policy expert at

paland's University of Auckland. Around 700 troops have already undergone
aining in preparation for the core group to be set up this year. The brigade will
up at the Ground Self-Defense Force Ainoura base in Sasebo, Kyushu.

rt of the shift south, the Ground Self-Defense Force will deploy the small 303
surveillance unit on far-flung Yonaguni Island, only 70 miles from Taiwan.

is adding more MSDF capacity to try to prevent China asserting sea control in
5t China Sea, and Japan is demonstrating that it is serious to defend the

n islands, even if it still has a long way to build the necessary capacity," said
pher Hughes, an expert on Japan's military, and professor of international

and Japanese studies at the UK's University of Warwick.

sham argued that the current budget levels are chronically insufficient, as are
All purchases of advanced hardware and that Japan's budget is about "half"
should be if it had been unable to rely on the US.

s of percentage of [gross domestic product], Japan is still about at the same
5 Nepal," he said.

is buying some useful equipment and hardware, but there are no silver bullets
Her weapons that will make up for six-plus decades of too little defense

g," Newsham said. "Japan needs a number of consecutive years of genuine
es. And beyond simple hardware, it's about time JSDF personnel got a pay

d more money allocated for training. That would say plenty about how serious
s about defense."

bkallender@defensenews.com.
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