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10:00 - 10:30  Registration and Coffee 
 
 
10:30 - 12:30 Panel 1:  

Introduction and Overview: Reflections on the Ideational Turn 
 

Andreas Gofas (University of Warwick, UK) 
Between the Scylla of ‘Ontological Terrorism’ and the Charybdis of ‘Methodological 
Opportunism’: Reflections on the Ideational Turn 
 

Lia Potec (Central European University, Hungary) 
On the ontology and epistemology of the ideational.   
 

Matthias Leonhard Maier (European University Institute, Italy)  
Discourse and cognition as action and as structure: a conceptual framework for the analysis 
of ideas in politics 
 

George Welton (University of Aberystwyth, UK)  
The Problems of Cultural Selection in a Socially Constructed World. 
 

Discussant:  Prof. Colin Hay (Birmingham University) 
 
 
12:30 – 13:30 LUNCH 
 
 
13:30 - 15:15 Panel 2:  

Ideas, Discourses and Policy Outcomes: Untying the knot. 
 
Lars Tønder (Johns Hopkins University, USA) 
Ideational analysis and the question of causality 
 

Mary Martin (Pembroke College, Cambridge, UK) 
Ideas, power and policy: a complex relationship 
 

David Hudson (University of Birmingham, UK) 
Rogue Traders: The Discursive Contestation of Financial Normality and Knowledge 
 

Dóra Piroska (Central European University, Hungary) 
Exploring ideational factors in the Hungarian and Slovenian banking sector policy formation 
since transition 
 

Discussant:  Dr. Diane Stone (University of Warwick) 



15:15 – 15:45 COFFEE BREAK  
 
 
15:45 - 17:30 Panel 3:  

Ideas, Discourses and Diffusion Mechanisms: Bringing Rigour to 
Ideational Analysis. 

 
Jim Dratwa (Harvard University, USA; Ecole des Mines de Paris, France; Fonds 
National de la Recherche Scientifique; Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium) 
From the European Commission to the Construction of our Common World:  
Communicating the Precautionary Principle 
 

Stella Ladi (Leeds Metropolitan University, UK)  
The Role of Discourse in a Structure and Agency Relationship: The Case of Knowledge 
Institutions in Processes of Policy Change.  
 

Andreas Antoniades (London School of Economics, UK) 
Communicating Discourses: The ‘Public’ through the ‘Hegemonic’ and the ‘Hegemonic’ 
through the ‘Public’.  
 

Discussant:  Dr. Ben Rosamond (University of Warwick). 
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