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Abstract: Philosophical zombies present a persistent problem for developing a theory of consciousness that is compatible with physicalism. I argue that the zombie problem can be overcome by adopting necessitarianism as a metaphysical position. If we accept necessitarianism, it turns out that even if the concept of a zombie is logically consistent, no existing conscious creature could have been a zombie. While this may not be enough to save physicalism, it nevertheless provides a starting point for advancing on the hard problem of consciousness. 
