Psychological consistency and the Knobe effect – Bryony Pierce (Bristol)
Abstract: The “Knobe effect” is an asymmetry in attributions of intentional action in cases where side-effects differ in moral status.  Participants in experiments have been shown to be more willing to say the agent brought about a side-effect intentionally when the side-effect is bad than when it is good.  This paper reviews some of the experimental philosophy literature on the Knobe effect, considering some ways in which aspects of the survey design may influence results.  I will argue that Knobe’s survey introduces at least one extraneous variable that has been overlooked and present the preliminary results of my own work testing an alternative hypothesis, the “psychological consistency hypothesis”.

