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Abstract: In order to use and understand others’ uses of words, infants must have some grasp of what it is to mean something by uttering. But what is it to understand meaning, and what cognitive abilities does understanding meaning require? Grice’s analysis of meaning provides answers to both of these questions, but this analysis posits as necessary cognitive abilities – in particular, the concept of belief - only controversially attributable to infants of the age when they first learn to use and understand others’ uses of words. This would entail the absurd conclusion that infants cannot learn what they do in fact learn. I consider empirical and conceptual reasons for rejecting this conclusion. In particular I argue that the Gricean analysis of meaning is wrong and suggest an alternative account, which characterises meaning in terms of an intention to be understood. I then discuss the cognitive abilities that would be necessary for having intentions to be understood, and consider empirical evidence for whether or not infants around 14 months do possess such abilities.
