Philosophy in Practice: Introduction to Critical Reasoning

Exercise 1:
P1: If the mind and body are distinct then we may survive our bodily deaths.
P2: The mind and body are distinct.
____________________
C: We may survive our bodily deaths.





Exercise 2:
P1: If backwards time travel were possible, then people would have come back from the future to visit us.
P2: People haven’t come back from the future to visit us.
____________________
C: Backwards time travel is not possible.









Exercise 3:
P1: Either the giant duck is the biggest bird or the giant sparrow is the biggest bird.
P2: The giant sparrow is not the biggest bird.
_________________________
C: The giant duck is the biggest bird.







Exercise 4:
P1: If there is a God then there is an objective morality.
P2: There is an objective morality.
____________________________
C: There is a God.









Exercise 5:
P1: If the Democrats win the election, then Western civilisation is doomed.
P2: The Democrats won’t win the election.
_____________________________
C: Western civilisation is not doomed.







Exercise 6:
P1. If I have the flu, then I have a sore throat.
P2. I have a sore throat.
_________________________
C. I have the flu.









Exercise 7:
P1. If it's raining, then the streets are wet. 
P2. It isn't raining. 
_________________________
C. The streets aren't wet.







Exercise 8:
P1. If I want to go to the concert I have to get hold of some tickets.
P2. I want to go to the concert.
_________________________
C. I have to get hold of some tickets.









Exercise 9:
P1. If you give a man a knife, he may kill someone.
P2. He doesn’t have a knife.
_________________________
C. He won’t kill anyone.







Exercise 10:
P1: If human beings have moral obligations then human beings have free will.
P2: Human beings do not have free will.
_____________________________
C: It is not the case that human beings have moral obligations.









Exercise 11:
Capital punishment is wrong. The main reason for thinking this is that capital punishment involves deliberately killing a human being, and it’s always wrong to deliberately kill a human being.









Exercise 12:
Rational people should only ever believe things that there is good evidence for. Despite centuries of investigation and argument, there is no good evidence for the existence of God. Therefore, rational people ought not to believe in God’s existence.










Exercise 13:
In our increasingly atheist society, most people now implicitly endorse materialism about the most profound of metaphysical questions. One primary example of this is the question of the relationship between the mind and the brain. Many just take it for granted that all mental phenomena can be explained in terms of physical processes in the brain. People really need to snap out of this science delusion.           






















Exercise 14:
There is a trend today that supports regulating British industry in the name of the environment. For example, ‘green’ organisations advocate the placing of limitations on the amount of carbon our industries can expel into the atmosphere. It is my view that we must not give in to this demand. The principal reason for this is that curbing carbon emissions simply will not solve the problem that it is supposed to address: the problem of global warming. We shouldn’t adopt policies that don’t solve the problems they are supposed to address.
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Exercise 15:
You should avoid Danny. He has some very dubious ideas. For proof of this, look no further than the fact that he’s a member of the BNP!






Exercise 16:
In our disenchanted society it has become fashionable to say that morality is all just a matter of opinion. But if morality was subjective then people wouldn’t think that it is possible to be mistaken about moral matters. With this in mind consider the following: we think that previous generations were in error when they believed that slavery wasn’t wrong. Also, we think that psychopaths who say there is nothing wrong with killing innocent people are saying something which is obviously false. I really think people should reflect more about these things.










Exercise 17:
They recycle obsessively, insist on real nappies and compost every scrap of organic vegetable peeling and used Fair Trade teabags – and they’re not slow to tell you about it. But when it comes to sacrificing their jaunts to Tuscany and weekend breaks in Prague, it seems that even the most pious of green crusaders waver in their zeal for saving the planet. Coldplay frontman Chris Martin - who uses his lyrics to urge environmental responsibility - flies home between gigs, while George Clooney – who drives a low-emissions Tango car – also uses private jets. It goes without saying what the public’s attitude ought to be towards the advice of both of these eco-hypocrites.           









