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Amartya Sen’s early work informed the challenge to the governmental assumption that economic growth was the pre-eminent indicator of progress.  His concepts underpinned both the creation of the United Nations Development Project ‘Human Development Indicator’ which included education and longevity alongside income as indicators of progress and also the wide range of aspirations underpinning the UN Millennium Development Goals.  In ways such as these, Sen’s work supported global justice projects.  But Sen’s work is open to multiple readings.  Some recent, more theoretical, interpretations have focused on the elements of choice and opportunity that are also present within his concept of capabilities.  This shifts the emphasis away from ‘just outcomes’ towards the prioritisation of choice and opportunity.  The Equality and Human Rights Commission is developing a new Equality Measurement Framework, drawing on Sen’s work on capabilities – but which Sen?  What is the relationship between the frameworks of equality, human rights and capabilities?  Can they be aligned and synthesised; or are there intrinsic tensions between these approaches?  What is Sen’s legacy for projects of global justice today?  
