







Chancellor’s Scholarships

For entry in the 2012-13 academic year

· Are you an outstanding student who is interested in studying for a PhD at one of the UK’s top research-led universities?

· Would you like to receive an attractive funding package to support your studies?

Warwick Graduate School is delighted to offer the Chancellor’s Scholarships, which include either or both of:

· The payment of your academic fees at the Home/EU rate

· A maintenance grant in line with the UK Research Council standard stipend (£13,590 for full-time award holders in 2010/2011) 

Please continue for further details and how to apply for the Chancellor’s Scholarships 






Chancellor’s Scholarships – 2012/13 entry

Guidance Notes for Applicants and Terms and Conditions

1.	An Introduction to the Scholarships

The Warwick Graduate School offers around 70 scholarships each year for outstanding students who wish to pursue a PhD. 

You are eligible to apply if:

· You are applying to study or are currently studying for a three-year full-time PhD or MPhil/PhD at the University of Warwick. Students who are currently studying can only apply in the first year of their registration.

· You have obtained or are expected to obtain at least an upper second class honours degree (or equivalent) from a recognised institution of higher education before 31 July 2012.

Competition for the awards is extremely intense. Normally, awards go to applicants with a first class degree or distinction at Master’s level (or the equivalent from overseas). Applications are discouraged from those who fall significantly below this level. 
 
2.	Selection criteria and process

Competition for the awards is very high and awards will only be made to candidates who are able to demonstrate academic excellence and the potential to be an outstanding researcher. 

Departments are asked to nominate applicants and provide statements of support. Please note that you are not required to submit the statement of support from the academic department with your application – if your department wish to nominate you they will submit this directly to the Graduate School. 

The nominated applications are graded by a sub-committee of the Board of Graduate Studies. Each of the four faculties at Warwick is normally represented on this Committee. 

The Committee grades applications purely against the Scoring Criteria, which are available to view in full at go.warwick.ac.uk/graduateschool/scholarship/wprs. 

When considering applications the committee will pay particular attention to your degree results, research proposal, reference letters and supporting statements from departments, plus evidence of relevant professional or extracurricular experience.

Please use the opportunity on the online application form to describe how your previous academic and professional achievements demonstrate your potential and your ability to carry out your proposed research project successfully within the time allowed. 

If you are interested in an AHRC doctoral award, the process is managed alongside the scholarship application process and only one application is necessary; when Chancellor’s Scholarships are allocated, we will allocate AHRC awards to the best eligible students in AHRC-supported subjects. You can find out how many AHRC awards have been allocated to your discipline at
 <go.warwick.ac.uk/services/academicoffice/gsp/scholarship/funding/ahrc/>.

	Please note that if you are in receipt of other funding, you are required to disclose such information on their scholarship application. Failure to disclose such information will constitute an act of fraud.

3.	Who is eligible to apply for an award?

You can apply to hold an award in any department at the University of Warwick. 

You must be a PhD student at, or applicant to, the University of Warwick. Chancellor’s Scholarships are not available to support Master’s degrees, either taught or by research, nor for any other category of degree course. 

Current students may apply in the first year of PhD study only in order to fund the second and third years (the award will not offer any retrospective funding.) 

PhD applicants must be applying, or have already applied, for a place at the University in order to make a scholarship application. A single, combined application form is used for the application for both admission and the scholarship. 

All conditions, if any, of your offer of admission must be met in order for you to take up a Chancellor’s Scholarship, although if you are a PhD student permitted to provisionally enrol with one condition of your offer outstanding then the Chancellor’s Scholarship will cover the period of provisional enrolment. 
 

How does the award scheme work?

How to Apply

Please see full details at <go.warwick.ac.uk/graduateschool> .

What do the awards cover in financial terms?

The scholarship may cover either or both of following depending on your final score: 

a) Academic fees at the Home/EU rate( this is £3,900 in 2011/12).

b) A maintenance grant set at the standard UK Research Council rate (£13,590 in 2011/12). This will normally be paid on a monthly basis, subject to enrolment and provision of UK bank details. 

Please note that your accommodation fees are not covered by the scholarship. You should expect to pay these out of the maintenance award shown above.

Chancellor’s Scholarship recipients are normally expected to study full-time, but requests to receive the scholarship whilst studying part-time will be approved if a strong reason for this arrangement is presented to the Chair of the Graduate School. For such part-time students the scholarship would normally cover the academic fee at the Home/EU rate and a reduced maintenance stipend. 

Renewal of Awards

a) In the summer term each year, you will be required to submit an Annual Report Form to the Graduate School Office. This should include a statement by you which details the progress that you have made with your research during the academic year and a statement by the Director of Graduate Studies of the department which comments on your progress. Provided that the Committee considers these statements of progress to be satisfactory, your award will be renewed for the following academic year. 

b) Successful applicants will be required to abide by the Terms and Conditions of Award, in addition to the University rules and regulations, available online at http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/gov/calendar/regulationsnewtoc/.

c) Award holders will normally be registered on only one PhD course to be undertaken at the University of Warwick and will notify the University of any other scholarship, studentship or external source of funding used to fund their studies.

How long are the awards for?

a) Awards will be made on an annual basis for up to 3 years for full-time students or 5 years for part-time students, subject to satisfactory progress. Progress reports will be requested on an annual basis from you and your academic department. Current first-year PhD students who are successful will be allocated the scholarship for a maximum of two years. No funding is retrospective. 

b) It is not possible for the award to be renewed past the end of your registration or past 3 years, whichever expires first.

What happens if I wish to temporarily or permanently withdraw from my award?

a) Temporary withdrawals will only be considered if you can demonstrate that you are unable to continue with your studies due to exceptional circumstances which are out of your control. All requests for temporary withdrawal should be submitted to your department in the normal way. If your department supports your request, they will be required to seek approval from the Chair of the Board of Graduate Studies. The maximum period of suspension that will be permitted for the duration of your award is normally 12 months, although up a further 12 months may be permitted in the most highly exceptional circumstances. You will not normally receive a maintenance award during a period of temporary withdrawal.

b) If you wish to permanently withdraw from your course of study, you must notify your department immediately. Your maintenance and fees award will be terminated at the date of withdrawal.

c) If you withdraw during a period for which you have already received a maintenance payment, you will be required to repay this amount of funding on a pro-rata basis.

Further Questions?

If you have any questions relating to the Chancellor’s Scholarships that have not been answered in the information given above, please email us at graduateschool@warwick.ac.uk.
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