SAFETY ALERT – Defective Plugs on Removable Mains Supply Cords

PLEASE CHECK YOUR PLUGS! – It is easy to spot IF you know what to look for – see attached picture.
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An insulated earth pin, or partially insulated earth pin may prevent a proper earth connection which will not protect you if a fault develops in the appliance.

During portable appliance testing several defective plugs have been identified in two departments across the University primarily associated with computer and ancillary equipment, but this may not be restricted to this type of appliance.    All defective leads that have been currently identified appear to have been bought independently and NOT via the University approved suppliers. The University preferred suppliers can be found on the Purchasing and Insurance website:     
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/finance/purchasing_and_insurance .  
 
[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f7/Double_insulation_symbol.svg/60px-Double_insulation_symbol.svg.png]A standard three pin 13Amp mains plug must nowadays have a partial plastic sleeve on each of the Live & Neutral pins for safety, but NEVER on the Earth pin (the largest pin).   In the faulty plugs, the earth pin is found to be partially insulated by means of a sleeve (as shown).    British Standard 1363 specifically forbids sleeved earth pins unless the equipment is double insulated (Class 2), in which case it will be bear the label: ‘Class II’ or ‘double insulated’ or display a double insulated symbol:          These are often found with a solid plastic earth pin.

There is at least one company manufacturing mains plugs and leads with this design flaw.    The faulty items have even been found to display BSI numbers, CE marks and “Kite” marks.   

Please check your plugs, particularly if you have a piece of equipment that has been brought into the University via another means other than via one of our ‘preferred’ suppliers, especially equipment purchased within the last 2 years.   If any of these are found at work please report the matter via the University Incident Reporting system at http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/healthsafetywellbeing/incidents/.
Replacement leads will need to be sourced.
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