MEMORANDUM

on the recent political trial in Prague.

On Thursday, June 8, 1950 there ended in Prague a political trial of
thirteen Czechoslovak patriots. There were four sentences of death, five of
the accused reccived prison scntences for life and the rost fram 15 to 25

yocarse. These victims includc throc women.

0 The staging of the trial and the course it took followed the pattern of
those that could be scen in other big trials in Bulgaria, Rumania and Hungary
and, prior to these, in the Soviet Union; free people in the West cannot imagine
what these trials arc like, Mon and women cf good cducation, lofty character and
great moral worth - as known to us here and to the overwhelming part of the nation
at home - werc deascribed by the prosccution as-®loathsome agents of Western
“impepialists, criminal wammongers and murderers®, The trial was conducted in a
wey that is an absolute denial of fairness apd justice.
The accused had statoments drawn from them by undue suggestion in which
0 they, with broken voices, called themsclves wreckers, traitors and spies. Their
statements were accompanied by remarks of the procurators - two of wham were
fron the ranks of uncducated workmen - about "hatred of the people and the State,
about the efforts of the accused to cause war, the slaughter of women and children,
etcs" They were condermed as traitors, their "high treason" being that they did
not agree with the Communist ideology of the State and society, that they cul-
tivated the idea of a United Europe, the possibility of free elections in Cze-
choslovakia, the rencwal of democratic freedom as understood in the West, com~

pensation for the nationalisation of property, etc.
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The trial was a cynical propagande show. In the course of the proceedings,
workers and farmers were brought into the court room from every part of the
country, and the trial was so conducted as to ovoke their hatred for the accused,
for opponents of the regime at home and abroad, as also for England and America.
To heighten the effect on the audience at the trial ono corner of the court roam
was arranged as a flood-lit exhibition of murderous weapons which the accused
werc alleged to have becn collectinge. The Cormunist procurators and judges in-

.“ tended thereby to convince the sight-scers that the accused were just cormon
bullies and criminals.

Actually facing the recal eriminals werce people in the dock whose sole
weapons were at all times the power of the spirit,s the verity of ideas and
programnes., The condermed women had spent the major part of their active lives
in offorts aiming at the cmancipation of Czechoslovak women in public and so-
cial lifc, in efforts for the spread of social justice and progress and the
heightcrning of cthical values in the family, public life and human society as
a whole,

These worien were

. Dr, Milada Horakova, 49 ycars of age, former Member of the post-war Parliament
of Czcchoslovakia, President of the Council of Czechoslovak
worien, Menbor of the International Council of Wormen.

During the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia she was in-

prisoned for four years in a concentration campe Now scn-
tenced to be hanged,

Frantiska Zeninova, 69 ycars of age, former Member of the Czechoslovak Parlianent
froa the inception of the Czechoslovak Republic in 1918, de-
puty chairman of the National Socialist Party (chairman
Dr, Potr Zenkl)e Throughout her life she fought for the
social betterment particularly of the working and middle
classcs, She reccived a sentence of 20 years rigorous
inprisonment -~ aggravated on every anniversary day of the
judgnent by solitary confinement and a hard bed.

Anna Klcinerova, 45 yecars of age, former Member of the post-war Czechoslovak
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Parlionent and head of the Socicty of Friends in Czocho-
slovakia, During thc Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia
inprisoned for four years in a concontration campe She
now reccived a scntence of imprisomment for life.

The men conderned werc people who used to be in the vanguard of cultural

and noral efforts of the Czechoslovak nation for its better living and social
conditions,

Dr, Zdenek Peskn, former Member of the Czochoslovak post-war Parlicment,
professor of Iaw at the Caroline University of Prague,
one of the greatest authorities on Constitutional Iaw,
During the Nazi occupation interned for three years in a
concentration canp. Now sentenced to 25 years rigorous
imprisonnent.

Vaclavy Dundr, . 71 years of age, forner senator of the pre-war Czechoslo-
vak National Asseribly. A metal worker, father was o niner,
Beearie Gencral Secrotary of the Social Derwocratic Party.
During the Nazi occupation interned in a concentration
canps Now sentenced to 15 years rigorous imprisonment.

Frantisek Preucil, o bookseller and publisher and former Member of the post-
war Czechoslovak Parliarment. Received a sentencce of in-
prisonment for life,

Dr, Josef Nestaval, Merber of the Municipality of Praguc, for 5 years in a
Nazi concentration camp, now received a sontence of in-
prisonment for life.

Dr., Josef Hejda, journalist and national cconomist, mconager of the Kolben-
Danck Enginecring Works, now imprisoned for life.

J. Buchal, police officer, scntenced to death.
Dr. O Pocl, industrialist, sentenced to deaths
Z, Kolandra, professor and publicist, a Cormunist up to 1936, when

expelled from the Party for having criticised it, sen-
tenced to death.

Dr. B, Hosticka, barrister, 28 years rigorous imprisonments

Dr. Je Krizek, barrister, former legal adviser to the British Embassy in
Progue, 22 years rigorous inprisonnent.

Can anyonc believe that men with such prominent antecedents could, unless

forced by some frightful neans of compulsion - speak of themselves as having
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betrayed the people, that they had prepared the murdering of women and children,
that they as Socialists, had worked against the interest of workers, that they
were ending their lives as traitors and spics, etc.?
The stage on which the sacrificial part was played by the condemned, has
nothing in common with the carrying out of justice as understood in the West.
The procurators and the courts have become the dread instruments of dictatorship.
Profoundly moved, with unutterablc grief in our hearts at the fate of the
innocent people who have become the victims of Communist violence we, Czechoslovaks
. in exile, fervently appeal to the conscicnce of the free world that in view of the
fact that Communist bestiality is planning shortly to sclect additional victims

of its terror amongst the best of Czechoslovekia' s sons and daughters, it should

mobilize all moral forces and condemn these tragic perversions, for the regime
which is at the back of thesc tribunals is a mendacious and brutal body of wreckers
with which no reconciliation is possible.

London, June 10, 190,

Vaclav Ma jer, Dr, Jaroslav St rans ky,

former Czechoslovak Minister University Professor, former Czechoslovak

of Food. Ministor of Educatione
'Dr.ladislavFeierabond. Dr, Sammucl Be 1 1 1u 8

former Czechoslovak Minister of former Slovak Commissioner for

Finance, Informations

Dre Maxtin Kvet ko , Gen. Alois L is ka,

former Slovak Commissioner for former Officer Commanding the Czechoslovak

Agriculture. Armoured Brigade in W, Europe.

Inge Dr. Stepan Ben d a , ProVilem Ber na td

former Member of the Czechoslovak former Mcmber of the Czechoslovak

Parliament Parlioment .

Dr, Bohumir B un 2z a , Edward Fus e k

former Member of the Czechoslovak former Member of the Czechoslovak

Parliament . Parliament.

Vaclav Ho lu b , Dr. Jan Stransky,

former Member of the Czechoslovak former Member of the Czechoslovak

Parliament., Parliament.
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Jarmtln TRl p o ars Pavel ¥ 3 b o e-hiy

former Mcnmber of the Czechoslovak former Member of the Czechoslovak
Parlioncnt. Parlianent.

Joaromira Z & ¢ k o v a - Batkova, Dos Jon P a-u 'ldnre il gt by
former Member of the Czcchoslovak forrer Envoy Extraordinary.

Parlianent.

8 o L e ROATED =0 o BB < 0 YOI s o 0" 00 Jan 8 .2 D ¢
Major of the Czechoslovak former Head of the Presidium,
Army in We Europe. Czcchoslovak Ministry of Agriculture.




Wi ESPECIALLY RECOLMEND THE FOLLOWING NAMES TO
WHOM YOUR APPEAL COULD BE ADDRESSED

Mr. Trygve Lie, Secretary General
United Nations
Lake Success, N.Y,

Ambassador Heman Santa Cruz, President
Economic and Social Council, United Ngtions
Manhattan Building,
New York City

. Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Chairman
Commission on Human Rights
United Nations

Mlle. Marie Helen Lefaucheux, Chairman
Commission on the Status of Women
United Nations

Delegations to the United Nations
Mr. Klement Gottwald
Prgha - Hrad

Czechoslovakia

Premier Joseph Stalin
lMoscow, U.S.5.R,

. International Red Cross Committee
Geneva, Switzerland.
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