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CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY :
7 Kensington Palace Gardens,
London, W,8.

PRESS RELEASE

It is now ten years since the Czechoslovak
Government crisis of February 1948. This crisis was
settled in a constitutional and parliamentary way and
made it clear once and for all that the policy G
building a socialist Czechoslovakia was to be carried
out.

The Czechoslovak Embassy in London is issuing
the following brief survey of the background to the

events of that time in the hope that it will help towards

a proper understanding of them. The Embossy believes that

such an understanding is of importance for relations
petween our two countries.
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The political weakness of the pre-war, regime

in Czechoslovakia and the policy of appeasement of
German fascilsm pursued by the W stern powers led via
Munich to the swallowing up of Czechoslovakia Dy Jermany.

The 1920 Czechoslovak Constitution, Article 3, paragraph

1, teades; "The territory of the Czechoslovak Republic
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form a unified and indivisible whole, the borders of which
may be changed only by constitutional law". Article 5
Furthep stivhlates "Changes in this Consitution and its
Separate parts rcquire a three-fifths ma jority of all
members of Paliament",Contrary to .these provisions in
Constitution, and without the agrecment of Paliament,
the Czechoslovak Government of the time accepted the
Munich Agrcement which led to the loss of a considerable
part of the territory of the Czechoslovak Republic and
subsequently to the extinction of Czechoslovak indepcndence,

In the strugglc against the Gyrman occupation
unity between the Czcch and Slovak pooplga;pontaneously
crecated. This unity later found expression in the
"National Front of Czechs and Slovaks",

in 1945 @hcre wore seven political parties in
the Czechoslovak Republic. These parties agreecd on a
common governmental programme, the so-called Kosice
Goverment Programme,

In the autumn of 1945 al1l the allied troops on
Czechoslovak tecrritory, that is, Soviet and American,

left the country. Parliamentary elections took place on

May 26th 1946 with the following results:
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Qomnuniet Bg et 2.695,22 114 secats 38 %
Socinl-Lomeecrat Party L BEE B28 B v 12,55 %
Slovak Freedom Party 60,200 G 1%
Slovak Party of Work 50.214 2 y 0.67 %
Nationgl Socialist Party 1,298,980 B 18055 %
Pzople s Party 1,411,000 L 8 15,30 %
Slovak Dgmocratic Party ¢ 25L R Y 2 et .5t %

On the basis of these results the President
of the Revublic, Dr. Eduard Bene§, called on the
Chairman of the largest party, the Communist Party,
GolTeRm Es néw Government. All the political parties
werce cgain represented in the Goverrment, This had

o

the e¢ffect of emphasigipg the Contlnl oy Ofilhc

Government s policy /in the spirit of the Kosice Programmc/

An official British parliamentary delegation was
prescnt at the debate in Parliament when the new
Government s programne was aaceptea, One of the
Communist members of thc Czechoslovak Parliament, in
welccming the British parliamentary delegation,emphasised
that the visit would greatly assist the development of
friendly relaticns between the Czechoslovak National
Assembly and the House of Parliament 1nBritain,
Subsequently the leaders of some of the political
parties began to abandon the accepted Government
programme. This caused serious differcnces to arise

in the CGovernment and also between the leaders and the
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rank and file of the non-Communist Parties. The main
differences werc over questions of further nationalistion
/the nationalisation of the basic industries had taken

place in 1945/ and the implementation of the land reform,

The workers dcmanded further natimalisation and the
peasants and farmers demanded the carrying out of the
land reform. Both these dcmands werc opposed by
recpresentatives of some of the political parties, in
particular the National Socialist and People’s Party.

In their efforts to prevent further Socdalist development
in Czochoslovakia 12 ministers out of the 26 ministers
in the Government honded in their resignations.

In accordance with Article 70 of the Constitution
of the Czcchoslovak Republic, Dr, Eduard Benes accepted
the rcsignations of these ministers on February 25th 1948
and completecd the Govorﬁment by appointing the new
ministers as follows:

Prime Minister  Mr., Klement Gottwald /Communist Party/
Deputy Prime Minister Mr.Viliam Siroky /Communist Party/
Deputy Prime Minister Mr,B,LauSman /Social-Democrat/
Deputy Prime Minister Mr.A,Zépotocky /President of the

: Czechoslovak T,U,C,- Communist/
Ninistor of Foreign Affairs Dr, h.c.Jan Masaryk /None-party/
Ministcr of Foreign Affairs Dr. V. Clementis /Communist Party/
Minister of Dcfence Gencral L.Svoboda /None-party/
Minister of Foreign Trade Dr.A.Gregor /Communist Party/
Ministor of Interior Mr, V,Nosck /Communist Party/
, Minister of Pinance Dr,Jaromir Dolansky /Communist Party/
i Minister of Education Prof.Dr.Z.Nejedly /Communist Party/
Minister of Jystice Dr. A. Cepicka /Communist Party/
“ Minister of Information Mr.V. Kopecky /Communist Party/
B Minister of Industry Mr. Zdcné&k Ficrlinger /Social Dmocezt /
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Agriculiure Mr, J.Duris /Communist Party/

Trade . My, Bl Kegicip
Transpcrt Mr, A.Petr

/Communist Party/
/People s Party/

Communications Dr,A,Neuman /National Socialist/
Work and Social Care Mr, E,Erban /Social Dgmocrat/

Health ©P,dJ.Plojhar /People’

S

Party/

Pood 1Ing.L,Jdankovcové _/Social Democrat/

Construction Ing.Dr. E,Slechta

/National Socialist/

Unification Dr., V.Srobér /Slovak Democratic Party/
State Sgeretary, Ministry of Defence Dp.dan Sevéik
/Slovak Dgmocratic Party/

Y in aceordance 'with Articiles W5 and '\l of the

Constitution thc ncw Governmcnt was duly presented, with

its programmc, before the Notional Asscmbly which had been

clected in 1946 by secrect, direct aond equal baollot,

Artdcile’ 75 ‘of \the Constituticn states:

"The Government

is rcsponsible to the House of Deputies who can declare

their lack of confildenee tin it Buch 2 decisionimusy

be supported by more than helf the deputies,

by moic

than half the fotal number of wotes, and voting by name",

250 feputies voted for the Government programme out of

HeGal e AR

Somec of the dcpities who thus frcely

participated in this debate, and gave thcir vote for the

Governmeht,

subsequently went abroad and began propagating

the idea that the Government had come to power by force.

Tye facts regording the events of February 1948

make it plain that these events took place without any

violerce cor boodshed. The Government programme had the

full support of the workers and peasants. The policy of the
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Government was supported by morc than two million trade
unioni:ts and thc majority of the peasants cnd farmers.
Proo” ci this was to be secen in the General Strike which
took place at 12 noon on February 24th at all Pactories
and Effices throughout the Czechoslovak Republic.

Onc of thosec taking part in this token strike 1n
support of the Government s policy was the then Foreign
Minister, Jan Masaryk, who in answecr to a question from

a French journalist replied: "I always go with the
people',

After February 1948, the corrying out of the
Govermment programme of 1946 could be completed, ..
particularly those parts of it which had been heltb u;
by the resirning ministers: the passing of the new
Copstitution, the introduction of agricultural rcforms
and the National Insurance scheme.

The “zvelopment of Czcchoslovakia since 1948 has
shown“that the Government crisis, which was provoked by
the Opohonts of Socialism was settled in the interest
of the working people of Czcchoslovakia, In proof 0f this

we give the following facta:
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Lven before the sccond world war Czechoslovakin
was known as a country with an 2dvanced industry., From
1948 to 1957 industrial production went up by 268 %
an-average of 16 % annually. Under the Constitution,
and thanks to the fact that the economy is planned,
anybody who wants to work in Czcchoslovakia is sure of
cmployment, There has been no uncmployment since the end
of the war, The social insurance is demonstrably the best
in the world. All mcdical treatment and medicines arc
completcly frec. Hospital and sanitorium treatment is
also free. /In Czcchoslovakia therc is one doctor to
cvery 684 persons, in Britain one to cvory 1.858 persons/
During sickness and employcd person rcccives up to 90 %
of the earnings he had before he fell ill for a period
of up-to ohe ' year. Ola age and invalid pensions are also
high. Prices arc continually falling.R,nts arc low and
in the majority of cases rcpresent less than 10 € of
income. Recaol wages by 1956 were 30.8 % higher than in 1937.
The Number of students attending the universitics and
technical colleges in Czechoslovakia during 1957 was
77.697, which in proportion to the population is twice as
ma;y as in Bpitaoin /in Bpitain 195 per 1,000 inhabitants,
in Czcchoslovakia 370 per 1,000/, Average food consumption

in Czechoslovakia per head is almost ‘the same as in Great

Britain.
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