General Situation in Poland
Autumn 1948 '7

While there has never becn any doubt about the complete
subservience of Poland to the Communist regime of the U.S.S.R.
the political and especially the economic measures introduced
in the first two years after the end of the war suggested that
it was not the intention to enforce on Poland the same measure
of Communism as is enjoyed in Russia itself. On the one hand
g variety of political parties was toleratecd, and on the other
the decrecs nationalising industry laid down explicitly that A
enterprises not nationalised - which represented between 40-50%
of the industry and trade of the country - were to be allowed
not only to exist, but to expand; moreover, obvious efforts
were made to persuade the people that the Government was
essentially Polish, and nothing was done to hamper the spirit
of nationalism which has always been a dominant characteristic
of the Polish people.

It was of coursc clear that the Government was out to
destroy Mikolajezyk's party as being tainted with the influence
of the wartime Polish Government in London and of post-war
Polish emigrant circles, Tt was also perhaps evident that
efforts were being made to persuade the other political parties
in Poland to come into line with the Polish Communist Party, but
there was little evidence to show that this was being done by
very violent methods. on the economic side the Minister of
Industry and Commerce, M.Minc, apparently stood for the
continuation of private enterprise, and for the continued
employment in executive positions in gtate controlled industry
of pre-war managers and technical men,

This situation has suffered a drastic change since the
summer of this yeur. It may be that the opposition of
Yugoslavia to the Cominform's efforts towards that country's
further integration into the Communist bloc came as something
of a shock to the Committee of the Communist Party in Moscow.
Be that as it may, there has undoubtcdly been a decision to
press on actively with the removal of all elements in the
satellite countries which might turn out to be a source of
weakness to the Communist regime. In Poland this change of
attitude was brought to public notice by the August meeting
of the Exccutive Committec of the Polish Communist Party.

At thet meceting, M.Bicrut, the Moscow eppointed President of
Poland, harangued M.Gomulka, the Secrctary-gencral of the
Polish Communist Party, in a long tirade criticising him
bitterly for his "right and nationalist deviations".
M.Gomulka in en answering spcech admitted these crimes, and
he was thereupon replaced as scerctary=-Gencral of the Party
by M.Bierut himself, ,

M.Bierut's spcech, to which groat publicity was given in
Poland, was fclt by cverybody there to be an cxposition of the
"porty line". 1t was followcd by great activity throughout
the Communist Party insPolend, and by a purge which is still in
progress of all persons who might be considered to hove fallen
into the same crrors as M.Gomulka. Turther, the fusion of the
Polish Socialist Party with the Communist Party, which has long
been the acim of the Communists, has been brought nearcr to
recalisetion by the elimination of the remaindcr of its important
members who had hitherto opposed the fusion. The date for
this fusion has now becen officially fixed for the 8th December,
ond thercafter thcre will, for all practical purposcs, be only
onc party in Poland, namely the Communist Pgrty.

There has been a great speeding up of the communisation
of the country in other directions. It was declargd that
the agriculture of the country must be transformed into
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communal co-operative farms - on the Russian model; the larger
peasants, i.e, those wlio employed lebour on their farms, were
denounced as "kulaks", and an ideological war was started
against them as "enemies of the working class", In industry
measures have been introduced which spell an early end to
private enterprisc, In education instructions have been
issued by the dMinistry of Education for the introduction of
new lines of tecching the young, in particuler instructions
as to thce menner in which the traditional Polish nationalism
is to be converted into a petriotism owning allegiance to
the Communist working classes of the world as opposed to the
xisting bourgeois, narrow and chauvinistic conception of
patriotism towards single country. In various other
fields similar action has been teken,

It is intcresting to note that none of these
changes is being brought brought about by specific
legislation, either by Laws passed by the Diet or by
Government Decreces. 'he Communist regime has discovered
that it can achieve its aims quite c¢ffectively by administrative
orders, since there is no method by which the constitutional
legality of such orders can be questioned., Any Polish
citizen brave enough to raise such a qguestion of legality
would find himsclf immecdiately arrested by the Security Police.

While only a close and continuous study of the
development of affairs in a Communist country would enable
one to understand thc full details of the working of the
rcgime, even a short experiencc of the daily life of the
country throws & good deal of light on how the machine works.
In general it may be assumed that the Executive Committce
of the Communist Party in Polend, in close association with
Moscow, lays down the broad lines of policy, which the various
Ministers then carry out. A Ministry works along two lines;
firstly through the direct control exercised by it throughout
that section of thc life of the country which it esdministers.
Secondly it excrciscs its influence through Communist "Circles",
onec of which exists in every linistcrial department, and in
every industrisl, commercicl, agricultural, social, cultural
or other organisction or enterprise in the country. Where
matters of communistic policy are in gquestion, thc ilinistry
does not issue instructions - which might perhaps offer too
explicit a picture of what was being done. It sends round.
to the "Circles" conccrned o paper headed "proposal for
discuscion" and copies of..these are circulatcd to the members
ofithe "Giyeclel, In practice these proposals are regarded
by the "Circles" as being instructions of a most definite
kind, and they form the basis of the activity of the
Woircles" themselves. These "Circles", which correspond to
the Russian "Soviets", were formed in every department or
enterprise immediately after the liberation of Poland.,
They were in the first place chosen from among the Communist
workers and, enjoying as they have done the support of the :
Government and its orgens, particularly of the Security Police,
they have become all powerful in their particular spheres.
Since August these "Circles" have becn instructed to shqw an
intense activity, particularly in the direction of eliminating
both from the "Circles" themselves and from the management
and executive of the department or enterprise concerned,
such elements as might be considered eilther actively harmful
to the Communist regime, or inefficient at their jobs,
Meetings of the "Circles" take placc every fortnight, and
every member is cxpected to criticise some phase or other
of the work and personnel of the "Circle" Ltsell, and‘of
the enterprisc in general. This constitutes a very important
factor in the purgc, dealing as it does with whet may'be
called the lower levels, and it has already resulted in the




elimination of a very large number of "fellow travellers"

and luke-worm Communists from the "Circles" themselves and
of employces from the enterprises. A member of a "Circle"
who shows little enthusiasm for criticising either his colleagues

in the "Circle", or the monggeriul stuff or cmployees of the
enterprise, is regarded as a bad Comnmunist and is turned

out 'of the "Circle", There hos consequently been a spate

of accusations of all kinds, and many cmployecs of Government
contreolled Departments or other enterprises have been accused
cither on account of their bourgecois antecedents, or their
politicel attitude, and charged with incompetence, and have
had action taken agoinst them. Alrecady by the end of October
the purging action had gone further then was intended, as too
meny men with pre-woar manageriel end technical experience were
being dismissed, and the Government has had to tell the
"Circles" to slow dewn the process where this perticular

type of employce was concerncd.

Tn its turn the Executive Committec of the Communist
Party have direct influence on the “"Circles". Each
individusl "Circle" elects a member to represent it on
a local Committec, The locel Committees in their turn
elect represcatatives to the District Committces, which are
cgain represcnted in the Exccutive Committee, Allathese
elections are carefully staged, so that in effect it is
the Exccutive Committee which nominates the members of
those Committccs right down to the "Circles" themselves.

The obove described orgenisation thus gives the
Executive Commititce of the Communist Party a dircct control
throughout the whole administrotion of the country, and since
it controls also the Sccurity Police through the Ministry
of the Interior, it is able to exercise its will unrestrained.

The method by which the Government proposes to communise
agriculture has not yet been officially disclosed. The
announccment of the Government's policy was badly reccived
in the countryside, cnd it is thought that no such direct
action is likely to be taken in Poland as was taken in Russia
in the ecorly thirties. Rather it is cnticipated that
indirect aciion will be adopted, and that thc bringing of
ecoromic pressure on the peasants by way of taxation will De
the method chosen. Sporadic cction against wealthicr
pecsants has already been token, and the success of this
method hoth with thesc peasents and in cases where the
Governent has wished to climinate individual private
: es puggeats thot it would be successful in the case
of the mass of 1 easants ¢lso, and that in order to retain
any meons of liveiihood at all thesc latter will, as time
gocs on, voluntarily form themselves into co-operatives
which the Geves ]
into communal coorcrative farms on the Russian plan,
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With regard to thc new policy of eliminating all
private industry and commerce, this tarxation method is evidently
to be the chief method used, The recent announcement of

taxation to be applied as from 1lst Janaury 1849 shows that
any enterprisc whose gross profits during the ycar excced

£5, 300 will hovc to pey 65% thcrcof by way of incomc tax,
5% by way of "compulsory nes! which cannot be usecd for
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ny practical purposes and are thercfore moryly nnothcr form
taxation, and additional charges for trading licences etc.,
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which will bring the total taxation to about 94% of the gross
profits; in addition to this the fiscal authorities have
shown themselves adept at imposing arbitrary taxation against
which there is no appeal. Cases have already occurred

where owners of privatc enterprises, foreseeing that there

is no future for thcm, have begun to liquidate their business
but have been informed by the Security Police that they must
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cogﬁlnuelio run the business as long as they have any assets,
‘ﬁagv Pailn of arrest, It is understood that the Communist
P?rjd hav e @;YOJd thaet private enterprise munt be eliminated
by the end of March lou Whether this is the correct date
Or Nty it o afldcnt that, in gpite of official declarations
by_rhu winister of Industry and Trade that private ecnterprise
will *cotiaue, its fate is in fact sealed. Ovners of such
Cntorprices no longer expect to be able to keecp their bu
GLLEy, aud merely speculate os to whether they can last
montrs lunger, or possibly six months or = years

@cthod of attock on private enterprisc is by way
tive QOrders issucd by the linistrics. These
*“rcLy published and arc very often retroactive

, lhus the owner of a leV;ub enterprise never
anW; yﬂfunwv Oor not his business is subjcct to an Order of
which Iic 1S nsver heard. For cxamplec, o recent Order gave
the Authoritics the right to scquester any industrial property
which was nct actively worklng for production, and cven any
ingividual n inc thet was standing idle, Since the greater
part of leVfubly owned industry is working in onc wayv or another
a8 an auxilizry to Steate owned industry, thc latter has only to
cancel orders for matcrials cte., from o small factory or
workshop to render it idle and thercfore subject to this Order,
Another casec noted wos whore the Central Organisation of a
pgrtlgulur nctionaliscd industry scnt to all its units a
circular instructing them not to use ony other than State
owned fwwmo lOT p.*ulculu“ Borvices; the private firms
carrying out these services thus uddcnly lost the whole of
their clientele,
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The B vnﬂlty Police are also brought in on occasions,

2 the Government having apparcntly d001d 2080 “‘JQ5
of e coal distribution trade into its own hand
rroeted the owners and some of their staffs of ulJ
ool distributing firmg; the number of people involved
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485 8¢ e be sbout 4,000, These arrests took place in.
Septewper, ¢ no charge seems to have yet been made against the
pCUUlu Blrrssted, In the mcantime Government uhoLoyue have

been put in to run the firms, and they will no doubt in every
cage find evidence that the private owners have transgressed

in somc wey or other some Regulation or Order. And cen therefore
be charged with an offence. In the case of a well known pre—

wapr Iirm of forwarding agents in Gdynia, which had escaped

nation: lina,xon, the whol of thc personnel were recently
arreste

The position of professional men is also threatened.
Thus a week or so ago the Vlcc Minister of JUutICL CL]l d a
mecting of the whole legal faculty of Warsaw at which some
seven to eight hundred lawyur° were present, and informed them
that htnubeJUh they must form themselves into cooperatives;
each such grecup would have a manager who would allocate cases
amongsﬁ the group, would collect the fees and distribute them
to the lawyers, retaining a considerable proportion, for whose
bencfiﬁ was not precisely explained. Quite apart Ifrom TﬁJu,
the legal profession in Poland is undergoing a general cris
since iveve business interests are less and legs able 30
asmselves cgainst administrative action by
eppealing te the Courts,

ipect of '1life in Polend which cannot but strike the

visitor is the cztent to which the Communist Party are trying

to win over the youth of the country. Through its control of




eduqation in the schools the Pupils have been increasingly
Subgeot to Communist Propaganda, which of course is ethically
ant}—rcligious. On leaving school the children are caught

UP 1n youth movements and are given many incentives to remain
agtlve members of them, They are provided with uniforms,

with excellent sports facilities, with excursions and amusements
of gll kinds, By the time a lad has reached the gpeor
military service he nas in most cases imbibed a great deal of
Communist doctrine, the more so since in the absence of any
oanti-communist influences in the rFress or publications he

has in most cascs met with little influence which might
encourage him to be critical of Communism, At home his

parents are frequently afraid to express anti-Communist

views, and there remains only the Church, which although still
powerful in Poland, meets with the intense opposition of the
regime at every stage. It would probably be wrong in these
circumstances to expect that the Polish army in a couple of years
time will contain many men who are ideologically opposed to the
Communist regime, In this connection it must be remembered that
the failure of the Western Govermnments to prevent Poland from
Talling under the hated Russian domination left a great deal
of bitterness in the country, which the Communists have not
failed to turn to their advantage against the West,

A very significant change has taken place in regant to
the attitude towards Russia. Up to the events of August
this year, Russia was kept very much in the background. Every
cffort was made to pretend that the Government was a purely
Polish Government, and that even if its external policy had
to be kept in line with that of Russia, this was in the
intcrests of Poland as a country; it was insisted that
Russian influence went no further than this, The month of
October this year was announced as being a month of Russo-
Polish friendship. The newspapers were filled with articles
in praise of Russia and of its role in bringing the blessings
of Communism to the world; there were visits of Russian
sports teams, meetings at which Russian poetry and music were
given, the towns were decorated with Polish and Russian flags,
and the portreit of Stelin was exhibited everywhere side by
side with that of president Bierut, Although the month of
friendship came to an end at the end of October there has been
no diminution of the amount of pro-Russian propaganda, and it
has to all intents and purposes already been accepted as
having a permancnt place in the life of the country.

As will be seen from the above, the stage is now set
for thc complete integration of all aspects of life in Poland
into thc Russian communist system, and although it may be a
long timec before Poland becomes a member of the Union of
Soviet Republics in neme, the process of intcgration is
being pressed on so drasticelly that a comparatively short
time will suffice for the main differences in the political,
industriel and social orgenisations of the two countries to be
eliminated,

It will no doubt come as o great surprisc to many to :
lcarn how repidly Poland, with its traditional hatred of Russia,
and its traditional love of individual freedom, is being
lined up in the ranks of Communist countrics. It is now held
by meny obscrvers of events in Poland to be the case that
the Polish intelligentsia have shown less resistence to
Communism than the mass of the workmen, end especially the
beasants. The cxplanction of this may lie on the one hand
in the fact that cconomic pressurc has forced the majority
of the Polish intelligcntsia into the service of the State




in one form or another, and that they have been forced to
find in the insidious "dialectitically materialistic"

Marxian philosophy as expounded by Lenin eud Stalin, a
philosophic excuse for this acceptance of service in" the
Communist regime with all that it entails in surrendering
freedom of thought and of conscience, It.is a fact that
the position of the intelligentsia in Poland has improved
considerably during the past year, as opposed to that of

the masses of workmen and clerical employecs, and this in
itself offers them an inducement to see a good side of
Communism. That this should be the case at a time when

many of the intelligentsia are suffering from the purges above
referred to may appear paradoxical; but once a man accepts
the philosophical basis of larxism hc also accepts the
necessity of purges in much the samc way as mediaeval Europe
accepted the institution of the Inguisition and the heresy=
hunts that went with it.
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