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The Centre for the Study of the Renaissance is a well 
established multi- and inter-disciplinary research 
centre with a high international reputation. With 
more than 30 staff members from the Departments of 
English and Comparative Literature, History, History 
of Art, Theatre Studies, Classics, French and Italian 
involved in its activities, the Centre has one of the 
world’s largest concentrations of expertise on the 
Renaissance. Members’ interests include, but are not 
limited to, the classical tradition, religious and social 
history, intellectual culture, the relationship 
of Latin and the vernacular, and the history of art 
and performance. 

The Centre has strong links with major centres 
and universities world-wide (in particular with the 
Warburg Institute in London and the Newberry Library 
in Chicago), and maintains an Erasmus student 
exchange with the University of Paris (Sorbonne) and 
the University of Venice (Ca’ Foscari). Its initiatives are 
supported by a variety of national and international 
funding bodies, including the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council, the Leverhulme Trust, and the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

RESEARCH DEGREES

MA BY RESEARCH (MAR)

MASTER/DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (MPhil/PhD)

TAUGHT MASTER’S

MA IN THE CULTURE OF THE 
EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE 

CONTACT DETAILS:

Centre for the Study of the Renaissance 
University of Warwick 
Coventry CV4 7AL 
United Kingdom 

+44 (0)24 7657 3963
renaissance@warwick.ac.uk 

RESEARCH AREAS

Classical tradition

Several members of staff are interested in the 
continuing influence, during the Renaissance, of 
ancient works and authors, including Aristotle, Plato, 
Augustine, and the Bible.

Social and Religious History

This is an area of special interest to staff members in 
the Department of History, particularly for the areas 
of Britain, France, central Europe, and Italy.

Visual Culture

The Department of History of Art has particular 
strengths in Italian and Nederlandish art, but staff 
with interests in visual culture are present throughout 
the Faculty of Arts.

Literature, Language and Culture

The Departments of Classics, French, Italian, and 
English and Comparative Literature include a high 
number of Renaissance specialists, also in areas 
such as theatre and performance (not limited 
to Shakespeare). Literature tends to be studied 
contextually and comparatively.

Intellectual History

The history of ideas, and the influence of ideas 
through manuscript and print (or through genres 
such as translations and commentaries), are subjects 
of interest to numerous staff members across 
departments. Ideas are firmly placed within their 
social and cultural context.

History of Science and Medicine

Several staff members study developments within 
Renaissance science and medicine which are 
profitably compared with the persistence of ‘pseudo-
sciences’ (such as astrology) and magic, and the 
concurrent pressures of religious thought and reform.
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Funding

An extensive list of funding opportunities are 
available on the department’s website. Other 
funding opportunities are listed on the Graduate 
School Website: www.warwick.ac.uk/go/
graduateschool

TAUGHT MASTER’S DEGREE

MA IN THE CULTURE OF 
THE EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE 

Standard Duration: 1 year full-time, 2 years part-time 
Places available: 15

This taught MA is an interdisciplinary course of study 
offering a broad survey of the Renaissance period, 
both across disciplines and throughout Europe. 
It will appeal to students who have taken their 
undergraduate degrees in English or Comparative 
literature, Theatre Studies, History, History of 
Art, Music, Religious Studies, Classics, or Modern 
Languages (especially French, Italian or Spanish).

The course consists of a year-long, interdisciplinary 
core module, supported by methodology and research-
training classes; two modules (one each term) chosen 
from the offerings of allied departments; and a 
dissertation of 15,000 words.

APPLICATION FACT FILE 
(TAUGHT MASTER’S)

Entry Requirements

A good 2:i Bachelor’s degree in a related discipline.

English Language Requirements

IELTS 7.0, TOEFL (iBT) 105 

Application

All applications for taught Master’s degrees should 
be made online www.warwick.ac.uk/go/pgapply 

Application Deadline

15 June. Applications received by 1 February or 
earlier are more likely to be considered for any 
funding opportunities that might be available. 
(Applicants should contact the Director of 
Graduate Studies as soon as possible to be advised 
of funding deadlines.)

Tuition Fees

(2011/2012 rate; please note that fees for 2011/12 will 
be published online in spring 2012.)

Home/EU: Full-time £6,080, Part-time £3,040 
Overseas: Full-time £12,325, Part-time £6,163

Funding

An extensive list of funding opportunities is 
available on the Department’s website. Other 
funding opportunities are listed on the Graduate 
School Website: www.warwick.ac.uk/go/
graduateschool

RESEARCH DEGREES
MA BY RESEARCH (MAR)

Standard Duration: 1 year full-time, 2 years part-time

Students who already have a considerable base of 
knowledge, and who have a firm idea of where their 
interests lie, may choose the MA by Research. The 
degree requires no coursework; the main focus is a 
40,00-word dissertation, supervised by an appropriate 
member of staff. You will be encouraged to 
undertake relevant research-skills training and, where 
appropriate, further language study.

MASTER/DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (MPhil/PhD)

Standard Duration: 3 years full-time, 
5 years part-time 

This degree requires no coursework; the main focus is 
a dissertation of 80,000 words, completed under the 
supervision of an appropriate member of staff. You 
will be encouraged to undertake relevant research-
skills training and, where appropriate, further 
language study.

You may apply if you already have (or are finishing) 
an MA, you wish to pursue further research, and 
have a clear project in mind, which can be pursued 
under the direction of a Warwick staff member. 
Students are initially registered for the MPhil, and 
upon completion of a successful upgrade are placed 
on the track for the PhD.

APPLICATION FACT FILE 
(RESEARCH DEGREES)

Entry Requirements

MA by Research: A good 2:i Bachelor’s degree 

MPhil/PhD: A good 2:i Bachelor’s and Master’s level 
degree

Applicants also need a strong sense of the topic 
they wish to pursue in the dissertation, as 
evidenced by a research proposal.

English Language Requirements

IELTS 7.0, TOEFL (iBT) 105 

Application

All applications should be made online 
www.warwick.ac.uk/go/pgapply 

Application Deadline

15 June for an October start. Applications received 
by 1 February are more likely to be considered for 
any available funding opportunities. Applicants 
should contact the Director of Graduate Studies as 
soon as possible to be advised of funding deadlines. 

Tuition Fees (MAR/MPhil/PhD)

(2011/2012 rate; please note that fees for 2012/13 will 
be published online in spring 2012.)

Home/EU: Full-time £3,900, Part-time £2,340 
Overseas: Full-time £12,115, Part-time £7,269
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