Hi there, over in the eLab web team we are very kean to tell you about our new Interactive Map there's loads of good features and would be useful for staff and students and visitors to the University.  There are various ways you can get to the interactive map you can type directly the go address http://go.warwick.ac.uk/interactivemap or you can use my personal favourite method you can search for the map using the search box on the top right of the University website.  Just start typing interactive and in the popup window down below the search box you will see the interactivemap listed or you could have browsed to the interactivemap on the university website where you will find it within the About section.  

Okay so once you are at the campus map you can use the various features within it. You can move around the map by dragging it with the mouse or using the arrow keys and you can zoom in to each of the views.  On the road view you will see as you zoom in the car parks, roads and building details appear, hover over a car park and you will see it's name and more information about it, which is quite useful (e.g. pay and display or permit when you need to pay and if there are any disabled spaces). Each of the different buildings on the may have different amounts of information about them.  One of the nice things about parking is that you can click the link labelled 'disabled parking spaces' to mark where those spaces are on the map.  

So let's try something practical like finding the library building so I can see the library road so I know I am warm.  Hovering on the (i) icon on each of the buildings allows you to see what they are, the library information tells you the opening hours, and some contact information and links to library websites. So that's what you can do with road view.

There are other views as well, aerial view is a photographic view which is nice to see you can see the buildings including the library.  Looking straight down isnt that easy to recognise buildings so there is also a bird's eye view which is kind of a sideways on view of buildings, there is university road, (moving the map around) look there is the back of the library, you will see also on the menu their are labels which can be switched on and off in bird's eye or aerial view. So that's zooming and moving around the map.

So maybe if we have a friend visiting us on campus and we want to meet in the Arts Centre for a coffee. How would we do that? Far the easiest is to just search for the arts centre (when typing it appears in a drop down list) and we can see the arts centre as the first entry select that, here is the arts centre, it also tells us whats on at the arts centre you can even search for things, like films coming up, etc. The building is shown with red outline around it.  Zooming out you can see what's in the vicinity in aerial view you can see the parking and you can switch back to the road view and you can still see those disabled space indicated on the map.  New students could find their way to the Students' Union, type for that and select it from the list, the map will move across to show the students union in the centre of the map.  Scrolling over the Student's union building show you the information window about it.  Another useful things you could search for are Banks and the information view shows which banks there are and links to web pages about the banks.  Another search you could do is for bus stops to find out where the bus stops are.  We can which bus stops are for Kenilworth, Coventry and both. Links to timetables are there too.  If you hover over the bus stops you can see the buses that serve the stop and the next times buses are due. What else can you look for, well you can look for gym facilities and you'd find the Sports Centre the information page shows the opening ours and facilities.  Searching for tennis shows all the tennis facilities.

Saving the best till last if you are a student with a timetable a new student you might be struggling with finding rooms around the campus, I've already seen a few students wandering around Westwood campus with a map, so if you just have a room number can the interactive map help you? well just enter your room number for example S101 and you can see that there are two rooms in social studies, so the map will zoom in on the social studies building and put a pin on the building to say what it knows about that room which is that S1.01A is in Floor 1, the North Section of the social studies building, it cant tell you the exact position of every room on campus but it can give the floor and section for the rooms in its database.  To find something in humanities enter for example H099 and it wil give you the next nearest rooms.

Going back to the scenario of a visitor coming onto campus to the arts centre who might want driving directions, right click on the bulding you are 'driving to' and zoom out to find where you are driving from and for this example our visitor is coming from Westwood business park then right click on the business park and select 'driving from' and the interactive map will calculate a route and will tell you the number of miles, and roughly how long the journey will take (written driving directions are also shown).

