
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY LITERATURE 
FIRST ASSESSED ESSAY 
 
Write an essay of 2,500 words on one of the following topics.  Your essay 
should be uploaded to Tabula by 12.00 noon on Tuesday 16th January 2018.  
Visiting Students have an earlier deadline of week 10. As this is a short 
essay, you may wish to write about just one of the texts you’ve studied in 
Term 1, and we would discourage you from looking at any more than two. 
 
Please make sure that you’re aware of the department guidelines for the 
presentation of essays and of the regulations on plagiarism. The only 
exception here is that you are allowed, within reasonable limits, to work on 
the same material in both WIKI and essay projects. This essay is worth 
30% of your course mark. 
 
These questions are suggestions only.  You are more than welcome to meet 
with either of us to discuss a modification of one of these subjects or a topic 
of your own making.  Our office hours and contact details are on the 
module website. 
 
1. Consider the presence and/or absence of the satirist in the satirical text (verbal 
or visual). 
 
2.  Where does the novel come from?  Using examples from the syllabus 
consider its origins in either drama or satire (visual or textual). 
 
3. Explore one of the five senses – sight, smell, sound, touch, or taste – in the 
texts you’ve studied.   
 
4. Must satire be comic?   
 
5. Explore the relationship between interiority and exteriority in the texts you’ve 
studied.   
 
6. “Satire begins in a relation of threatening proximity and then works to 
establish difference.” (Frederic Bogel). Do you agree?   
 
7.  How do the texts you’ve studied gender the commodity? 
 
8.  In what ways might eighteenth-century writing be seen as encouraging 
readers to apply their own judgments/reason to the world around them? 
 



9.  How significant does the historical rise of letter-writing and exchange seem 
to be to eighteenth-century fiction?   
 
10.  Of the genres you’ve looked at so far, including graphic representation, 
which seems most effectively to capture the experience of class difference? 
 


