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In 1536 the parishes of the duchy of Chablais converted to Reformed religion. This paper looks at the state of Reformed religion in the parish of Choulex in the Chablais during the 1590s. What impact had sixty years of Reformed religion made on life in the village? This paper will look at two surviving glimpses into parish life in Choulex. The first is a record of a 1591 disciplinary case led by the local minister against some of the leading families of the village over moral conduct and marriage outside the church. It offers some sense of Reformed communal cohesion and moral norms ruptured by a ‘scandal’. The second episode in 1595 was an investigation by the Genevan authorities into the ‘scandalous conduct’ of the minister in Choulex. What do these occasions reveal about local solidarities and about moral values in Reformed Choulex? What sort of relationship had developed between the Reformed minister and his congregation? In what ways had ‘being Reformed’ become integrated into Choulex parish life and identity? How far had an elite version of Reformed Christianity, promoted by the authorities in Bern and by nearby Geneva, come to structure religious life in Choulex? Is it helpful to think of an elite religion being imposed on, or accommodated by, popular religious practices and values in rural parishes? Can Choulex be reliably taken as a representative example of a wider pattern of rural religious life in the region? During the 1590s Catholic missionary efforts and Savoy state intervention undermined the Reformed church in the duchy of Chablais. In 1598 Choulex’s Reformed minister converted to Catholicism. In 1601 the practice of Reformed religion was banned in the duchy of Chablais. What does the evidence from Choulex in the 1590s tell us about rural Reformed religion on the eve of its demise?

