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The old school scarf: women’s networks

The first generation of women biochemists entered a much less mixed research culture than

would later develop after 1914 in centres like Cambridge and the Lister Institute. It is perhaps in

this early period, therefore, that alumni associations proved most important for providing a shared

forum for women to leave behind the still male-dominated laboratory and share both their past

memories and present experiences.

One such association was the KES Old Edwardian’s Club, which counted a remarkable number of

biochemists amongst its alumni, including Ida Smedley, Annie Homer, and Muriel Wheldale.

Another prominent biochemist is quoted here in the Club’s Newsletter from 1914: Dorothy

Jordan-Lloyd (1889-1946).

Jordan-Lloyd’s speech was given to mark the retirement of the school’s science teacher, Miss

Davison, who had taught at KES from its inception in 1883 until 1914. Particularly striking in this

speech is the sense of a shared community of ‘science girls’, who Jordan-Lloyd here warmly

suggests had ‘all’ collectively acquired skills for their teaching and research careers while at the

school.

Groups such as the British Federation of University Women (1907), as well as school- and

university-cohorts, allowed women to remain in touch and promote their collective professional

status. Such networks offered one means for women to compare their experiences and forge

independent identities as researchers.
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