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The west front of  Knole, Kent 
NTPL 1829555 

Copyright at NTPL/Robert Morris 



Armchair and footstool 
Vizagapatam, c.1800 

Teak, ivory, lac 
Sackville Collection 



Tray 
Srinagar, India, c.1850 

Papier-mâché, painted with colours and gold leaf  
1620-1854 

Copyright at Victoria and Albert Museum, London 



Dean and Leibsohn argue that ‘hybridity neither 
inheres within, nor describes, specific objects or 
activities’...‘Rather hybridity is produced and 
enacted when particular kinds of  things and 
practices are brought together that in some way 
challenge presumptive norms.’ 
 

Carolyn Dean and Dana Leibsohn, ‘Hybridity and its 
Discontents: Considering Visual Culture in Colonial Spanish 

America’, Colonial Latin American Review, 12:1 (2003), p. 6.  



Knole, Kent 
National Trust 



Armchair and footstool 
Vizagapatam, c.1800 

Teak, ivory, lac 
Sackville Collection 



Burgomaster Chair 
Vizagapatam, 1760-70 

Veneered with ivory, with caned seat 
V&A Museum, London 



Armchair and footstool 
Vizagapatam, c.1800 

Teak, ivory, lac 
Knole, National Trust 



James Henry Brady, The Visitor’s Guide to Knole, in the County of  Kent 
(London: James Payne, 1839), p. 123. 

 
‘The Spangled Dressing-Room’ 
 
‘This also is an elegant apartment. In the 
centre of  it stand a beautifully wrought chair 
and footstool of  ivory, (also presented by earl 
Amherst, who brought them from India), in 
which, surrounded by the fine creations of  
the pencil which grace the walls, we should 
presume that a lady might sit with tolerable 
satisfaction during her toilet.’  



Armchair and footstool 
Vizagapatam, c.1800 

Teak, ivory, lac 
Sackville Collection 
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Country Houses Owned by East Indian Company  
Families, c. 1780-1857 



Detail from ‘Map of  the County of  Selkirk’,  
(Edinburgh, 1851) 



Ah, happy boys! such feelings pure, 
They will not, cannot long endure; 
Condemn’d to stem the world’s rude tide, 
You may not linger by the side; 
For Fate shall thrust you from the shore, 
And passion ply the sail and oar. 
Yet cherish the remembrance still, 
Of  the lone mountain, and the rill; 
For trust, dear boys, the time will come, 
When fiercer transport shall be dumb, 
And you will think right frequently, 
But, well I hope, without a sigh, 
On the free hours that we have spent, 
Together, on the brown hill’s bent. 
 
Walter Scott, Marmion: A tale of  Flodden Field (Edinburgh, 1808), pp. 65-66. 

 

Marmion 



Where India's green woodland in summer is smiling,  
Where's Gunga's dun wave rolls crested with foam,  
Each scene that is lovely, fond fancy beguiling,  
I’ll say it is Scotia, I'll think it is home.  
How sweet the delusion; too soon it is over;  
And far from thy lands must I long be a rover,  
Ere the dim mist of  time, rolling off, can discover,  
Thy mountains, my Scotia, and show me my home.  
 
John Alexander Pringle, Select Remains of  John Alexander Pringle (London, 1841), p. 6. 
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