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Republican tradition and the maintenance of 

'nut ional ' re1 igious traditions in Venice 


It was precisely during the papal Interdict of 1606-7 on Venice, coinciding 
with a vacancy in the patriarchal succession in the diocese of the city, that 
the Republic itself privately expressed alarm at the state of the Church in 
the dogado. This concerned not least the lax standards in the female convents 
of the city and lagoon: a matter of concern to the papal nuncio too, after 
the post-Interdict restoration of a diplomatic presence. The interim govern- 
ment of the diocese of Venice by the patriarchal vicar, who at the time was 
a supporter and follower of Sarpi, was also alleged by the revived nunciature 
to have led to a collapse of standards in the admission ofcandidates to clerical 
orders.' But the peculiar procedures maintained in the city meant that 
clerics were seldom of the type envisaged by the Tridentine decrees for 
improved training of the clergy. 

The distinctive conditions in the patriarchal see of Venice were the more 
clearly defined by contrast with developments in Torcello, still a separate 
diocese of the dogado in the post-Tridentine decades. In that small and im- 
poverished see Bishop Antonio Grimani was able, on paper at least, to order 
the affairs of clergy and laity according to standards which were truly reminis- 
cent of Borrromean Milan. The laity were ordered to obey ecclesiastical 
regulation on the observance of feast-days, the suppression of blasphemy, 
the accounting for confraternities, seating in churches, and other issues often 
contested elsewhere in post-Tridentine Catholic Europe, quite apart from 
Venetian territories. But the apparent apathy of the Republic to such an 
unusual assertion of episcopal independence, by synodal decrees, issued at 
the very heart of the state, within the lagoon itself, is arguably explained 
by the economic weakness of the Torcello bishopric. The small number of 
inhabitants and clergy in the localities constituting the bishopric, and the 
impoverishment of the Church there, left perhaps little room for practical 
as opposed to theoretical demonstrations of episcopal authority. To  erect 
a diocesan seminary, for example, was admitted to  be impossible in these 
circumstances.' 

Archivio Segreto Vaticano: Scgrctcria di Stato: Venerid: Volume x'cxvrii, fos. 2'ff [A.S.V. 
Venezia xxx\.llI; 2'ff.l:14Junc 1607-24 May 1608; Uf.,7.Bourvsrna, l'enrcr arid the UI.fensr of Repuhlicari 
Liberty: Rer~aissance Values in the Agu of the (;ouriter Ruformat~on 18erkelev and Los Angeles, 1968). 268. 
387 and  n. 250, 488. 51:4; G. H r n ~ o n i ,'I "trologi" minr~ri dell' Intcrdrtto', Arch Vmrto,  126 (1970), 
31ff: pp. 48, 51f., 56f. 71. 

' G. Cappelletti, Storza della chzpsa dz Venezia, v', i-ii (\'errice 1850. 1855), 574ff-, 899ff. 
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406 Anthonj Wright 

The training of the cler<gy in the diocese of Venice itself, however, remained 
for long divergent from Tridentine ideals for other reasons. Although a 
patriarchal seminary was eventually founded, the pre-Tridentine practices 
found originally throughout Western Christendom remained in force at 
Venice into the eighteenth century. Clerics attached to one of the parish 
churches of the city served there as parish clerks and altar servers, acquiring 
a knowledge of the externals of the cult rather than any directed spiritual 
formation o r  specially devised vocational training."he patriarchal exam- 
ination of clerics who had attained the priesthood for suitability, on their 
presentation to a benefice, was difficult to  impose with any rigour.4 For 
the patricians resident in each city parish exercised a determining influence, 
by a variety of related systems, in the choice of parish priests.? Moreover, 
the priests of each clerical congregation, in a given part of the city, elected 
their own superior: in this they were distinct both from the archpriests 
and provosts, incumbents of the ancient mother church of an  area, found 
elsewhere in Venetian and Italian territories, and from the post-Tridentine 
form of rural dean, the uicuri forunei (vicars forane) favoured by Italian 
and other bishops as being entirely dependent for their office on the bishop's 
continuing goodwill. In the patriarchal see of Venice, moreover, some 
clerics claimed exemption from any episcopal examination on entry to 
a benefice, alleging the privileges of the ducal chapel of San Marco and 
its clergy. The mitred primicerio of St Mark's, appointed by the doge, indeed 
claimed to admit some clerics to holy orders without reference to the 
patriarch." 

Furthermore, the non-diocesan seminary instituted at St Mark's continued 
to provide some post-Tridentine extension of the ancient model of clerical 
education at cathedral o r  monastic schools, once common in parts of 

A. Stella, Chzesa e stato nelle relazioni dei n u u i i  pontifici a Venezia. Ricerche sul p2urzsdiiionalismo vene-
ziano dal X V I a l  XVlllsecolo (Vatican City, 1964). 249, 320f; cf. Bihlioteca Sazionale Marciana. Venice 
[B.N.M.]: MSS Italiani, classe VII, no.  15.56 (8890), fos. 77'ff. 

' Archivio d i  Stato, Venice [A.S.Ven.l: Capi del Consiglio dei Dieci: Lettere di Amhasciatori: 
Koma: husta 25, nos. 128E 21 Oct. 1570; Secreta Archivi Propri Koma, 17, fos. 60'ff: 11 Aug. 
1565-19 Apr. 1567; 18: 12 Apr.-23 Aug. 1567; Fondazione Cini, Venice: Microfilms [F.C.M.]: A.S.V. 
Segr. d i  Stato: N u n ~ i a t u r a  in Veneria: filza 265, fos. 79fk 8 Sov.  1573-1 1 Sept. 1574; "Vunziature di 
Venezia, IX (Rome 1972), ed. A. Stella, nos. 221ff: 22 July 1570-10 Jan. 1571; XI (Rome, 1972), ed. A. 
Buffardi, nos. 14ff 8 Aug. 1573-10 Apr. 1574; B. Cecchetti, L a  Republica lsicl di Venezia e La Corte di 
Koma net rapporti della relzgone (2 vols., Venice, 1874), I, 176. 

I A.S.V. V e n e ~ i a  xxxrl; 644'ff 10Jan. 1604-12 Feh. 1605; XXXVIII; 187'f: 1607; B.S.M: MSS Ital., 
cl. VII, no. 1556, fos. 100'f% 104'ff; ,Vuniiature di Venezza, XI, no.  14: 8 Aug. 1573; Stella, Chiesa e stato, 
39, 134f, 148f, 193, 249, 320f; Cecchetti, La Republica, I, 134, 165ff, 441; Boi~wsma, Venzce and theDefense, 
77, 121f, 268, 448f; B. Pullan, Rich and Poor i n  Renaissance Venzce: The Soczal lnstztutions o f a  Catholzc 
State, to 1620 (Oxford, 1971), 8, :44:4; D. M'ootton, Paolo Sarpi Between Renaissance and Enlightenment 
(Cambridge, l!%%$), 170 n .  133. 

l' A.S.V. Venezia xxxrlr; 305'fk 28 Dec. 1602; B.N.M.: MSS Ital., cl. VII, no. 1556, fos. 58", 112'ff, 
127.'; Stella, Chiesa estato,  193fk Cecchetti, La Republica, I, l 90  n. 1; Bouwsma, V a z c e  and the Defen.ie, 
401 n. 31 1; B e n ~ o n i ,  'l "teologi" minori', 51f; G. Cozzi, I1 Doge ~Vicolo Contarini. Kzcerche sul patrziiato 
veneziano agli inizi del sercento (Venice and  Rome, 1938), 31, 254f; P. Prodi, "I'he structure and  organisation 
of the Church in Renaissance Venice: suggestions for research', in Rrnazssance Venice, ed. J .  R. Halc 
(London, 1973), 409fE p. 41 1 and  nn .  
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407 Republican and 'national' religious traditions 

Western Christendom.' But by the early seventeenth century the seminary 
attached to St Mark's was no  longer under the Counter.Reformation influence 
of the Somaschi, a sixteenth-century order with important Milanese associa. 
tions. Instead the lectures which clerics might attend at St Mark's were given 
by lecturers predominantly associated with Sarpi and his anti-Roman 
teaching .qhe  appointment of such lecturers, at the ducal chapel, just as 
much as the choice of professors at the state university of Padua or  the suc- 
cession of schoolmasters in each sestier of the city of Venice, was naturally 
controlled by the Republic and its various magistracies, supervising equally 
the state library, the Paduan botanical garden or  the college of medical prac- 
titioners at Venice." 

The ritual splendours and musical establishment of St .Mark's clearly 
outshone the liturgical life of the patriarchal cathedral, isolated at the edge 
of the city, at Castello."' In the annual cycle of religious celebrations in 
St Mark's and the piazza, in which the laity of the city were involved through 
the appointed participation of the major confraternities, the Scuole Grandi, 
the patriarchs had no  more prominent part than had been played by their 
predecessors, the mere bishops of Castello." Yet the importance of the 
patriarchal office to the Republic was evident in quite other ways, not 
necessarily conducive however to  the interests of pastoral government." 
The Republic had, in the patriarchate of Venice, one undisputed instance 
of a right of nomination to  an episcopal see.13 The greater patronage, in 
such full rights of nomination, enjoyed by other Catholic states, as in Spain 
and France still after the Council of Trent, was regarded with jealousy by 

Cecchetti. L a  Republica, 1, 191 and n.  2; D. Ha). The Church zn Italy i n  the Fifteenth Century 
(Cambridge, 19 i i ) ,  22ff, 52ff, 81. 

"A.S.V. Vene7ia xxxvrir: 233.ff: 26 Jan.-22 Liar. 1608: Stella, Chiesa e stato, 194ff; Cecchetti. L a  
Republica, I .  191 n. 1. 

A.S.Lren.: Keforrnatori dello Studio di Padova: filza 64: 10 July(?) 1583-31(?) Dec. 1622; 'Vunzza. 
lure di  V e n ~ z i a ,  IX, nos, 14ff: 27 Apr.-21 hiay 1569: Cecchetti, L a  Republica, I, 50, 469; Benzoni, 'I 
"teologi" rninori', 51f: tdem, Lbneiza nell'eta della contrortforma (Slilan, 19731, 138f; P. F. Grendler. The 
Roman Inquisztion and the I/enetian Press, l j 4 U - l 6 0 5  (Princeton, S J . ,  19771, 13if. 220f. 256, 264ff, 269ff, 
276: P. Brizzi, Laformazzone della classe dirzgente nel Sei-Settecento (Bologna, 19761, 25, 52f. 

l "  Stella, Chzesa e stato, 293f. 
" A.S.V. L'enezia xxx\.: 5i 'ff:  6 Liay 1600; Stella, Chzesa e stato, 59, 288, 293f; Cecchetti, L a  

Republica, I ,  108; Bouw-srna, Venice and the Defpnse. 74 and n. 79; Pullan, Rzch and Poor, 5lff and n.  87, 
123ff. 138, 142f, 146ff, li4f, 189ff; Prodi, 'Structure and organisation', 410f and nn.; B. Boucher, Jacopo 
Sansovino and the choir of St Mark's', Burlzngton, 118 (19761, 552ff; C. F Black, Italian Confraternztzes 
zn the Stxteenth C e n t u v  (Cambridge, 1989) 2. 110-1 1; cf. R. blackenney, Tradesmen and Tr&s: The IVorld 
of the Guilds zn Venzce and Europe, c.1250-c.16jU (London, 19871, 60, 71, 170-1, 177, 198-9, 
202. 

" A.S.V. Venezia xxx111; 181'ff; xxx\.; 27'ff: 29 Jan. 1600-29 Jan. 1602; G. Benzoni, 'Una cqntrover. 
sia tra Rorna e Venezia all'inizio del '600: la conferma del Patriarca', Bollettino dell%tituto di Storia 
della Societa e dello Stato Veneziano. 3 (1961) 12lff. 

" A.S.V. Venezia xxxir; 660'ff; XXX\.: 82'ff.; XL; 724'f: 29 Julv 1600-25 Dec. 1610; .A.S.Ven.: Secreta 
Archivi Propri Rorna: 18: 1 Dec. 1565-5 Apr. 1.567; B.S.41.: MSS Ital. cl. VII, no. 1553 (87271, passzm; 
P. Sarpi, Htstorza particolare dell? cos? passate tra'l Sommo Pontefzce Paolo V e .  . . Venetia (Lyon, 16241, 277f; 
Stella, Chiesa e stnto, 26, 32, 80f, 133, 204; Bouwsrna, Venice and the Defense, 75, 114, 121, 485; Cozzi, 
Contarini, 130 n.  1: Prodi, 'Structure and organisation', 41 1 and nn.; A. D. Wright, 'The Venetian \iew 
of church and state: Catholic Erastianism?', Stud Secent, 19 (19781, 75-108. 
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the Republic,'+ which in the immediately postConciliar years watched 
closely the process of episcopal appointments in other territories, such as 
Mantua," o r  Florence, where Medici co-operation with the papacy ever 
since the Council was rewarded with the grand-ducal title and much de 
fucto patronage."' For the appointment of bishops to sees elsewhere in the 
Republic was dependent on Roman goodwill, being in papal hands." Even 
the debated procedure for choice of the archbishop of Candia involved Vene- 
tian and papal co-operation, and the loss of Cyprus, offsetting the victory 
of Lepanto, removed another area of Venetian ecclesiastical patronage." 
Republican insistence on the necessary qualities for a patriarch of Venice, 
even before the Interdict, stressed the experience of public affairs which a 
patrician of some standing in secular office ~ i o u l d  best have."' The transla- 
tion of celibate patricians directly from lay noble status to clerical was overtly 
praised and pursued, even if not at every succession after Trent."' This was 
in a way the culmination of a wider tradition, typified also by Rollani, of 
Venetian noble families limiting the marriage of their sons as well as of their 
daughters. While undowered daughters were placed in female convents, un- 
married nobles frequently maintained an  extended bachelor life, with 

A.S.Ven.: Secreta Archivi Propri Roma: 17, fos. 2 'ff  3 Mar. 1565-1 5 Sept.; 18: 1 June 1566, 4, 
25 Jan., 22, 29 Mar.. 19 Apr., 19 July, 30 Aug. 1.567: ,Vunzzaturr di  Venezra, X I ,  no .  114: 20 Apr. 1574; 
L a  corrispondmza da iMadrrd dell'ambasczatore Lronardo Dona, ed. M. Brunetti and  E. Vitale (Venice and  
Rome, 1963), nos. .5O, 130: 19 Ocr. 1.570-1 7 So\. 1571. 

l '  A.S.Ven.: Secreta Archivi Propri Koma: 17, fos. .59'ff: 11 Aug. 1565; 18. I6  Mar. 1.566-2 Aug. 
1567; cf.. ~Sunzzature di  l'enezia, IX, no .  78: 24 Sept. 1569: cf. S. Fagano, I1 processo di  Endzmio Cnlandra 
e I'lnquisizzone a ~ M N ~ ~ O U Unrl 1567-1568 (\'atican (;it\., 1991), 20-1. 

l "  A.S.Ven.: Capi del Chnsiglio dei Dieci: Lettere di  Amhasciatori: Roma: busta 25: nos. 29, 128f. 
164f: 17 Llay 1567-24 Feb. 1571; Secrera Archivi Propri Korna: 17, fos. 24'ff 1') May 1565: 18: 6 July 
1566-23 Aug. 1567; B.N.M.: MSS ltal., cl. 111, 110. 1556, f.os. 67'ff.; F.C.M.: .&.S.\'. Segr. di Stato: Nun- 
rialura in Veneria: filra 265, fbs. 248ff: 14 Aug. 1,574-18 I k c .  1574; .Vunzlnture dr L'enezza, IX, nos. 17R 
3 >fa) 1569-10 Mar. 1571; XI,  nos. 162ff: 14 Aug. 1574-25 Feb. 1.576; (:orrispondunza da M a d r ~ d ,  nos. 
15ff: 12 May 1570-16 Apr. 1571; Bounsma, l'enzcr and the D f i s e .  189; A. d5Addario, A ~ p e t t z  della 
Controrforma a Fzrmze (Rome, 1972), 152ff 212, 497ff: cf. A. Erba, La chivsa Sabauda tra Cznque r S~irrr~ lo .  
0rlodo.ssia Tr idml ina ,  Gnllzcanrs~mo Savoiardo e Assolutismo ducalr (1580-1630) (Kome, 197Y), 3 f ,  23ff, 
73ff, 261ff. 

I '  A.S Ven.: Capi del Consiglio dei Dieci: Letrere di  Amhasciatori: Roma: busta 25: nos. 80, 230: 
10 Mar. 1569, 21 N o \ .  1573; 26, nos. 61, 102: 13 Aug. 157.5, 5 Lfay 1576; Secreta A r c h i ~ i  Propri Roma: 
18: 24 Nov .  1565, 16 No\ .  1566. 5,Jul> 1567; ,Vunz~ature di Vmez ia ,  IX,  nos. 38ff: 25 June 1.569-17 Jan. 
1571: XI, nos. 508, 332: 1 Oct., 3 Dec. 1575: Cecchetti, La Kepublica, I, l 56  n. 1, 439: cf. P. Simoncelli, 
I1 caso Kt.gznald Pole. Eresza e santztri nvlle polemlche religzo~e dvl Cinquecento (Kome 1977), pp. 17ff. 

I "  A.S.Ven.: Secreta Archivi Propri Roma: 18: 3 Sov .  1565-6 Sept. 1567: inquisitor^ di  Slaro: 
Lerterc agli Arnbasciatori a Koma: busta 163: 82, 95: 1SJune  1623, 26 Feb. 1628; ,l 'unzzaturvd~ Vvnezza, 
I X ,  no. 90: 22 Oct.  1569; Cecchetti, La Rqbublica, I ,  422 n .  1; 11, 3.ilf. 

''I A.S.V. Venezia uxx\ ;  9.irff: ~ X X V I I I ;215-ff: 26 Aug. 1600-22 Llar. 1608; B.N.>l.: LISS Ital., cl. VII, 

no .  1556, fos. 104'ff; Bouwsma, I'enlce and the D e p n e ,  487; (;orzi, Contarinz, 37 and  n .  3, 59 n. 2. 75 
n. 3, 119, 218 n. 2, 294; Pullan, Kirh and Poor, 343;Grendler, Roman Inquzsition, 269ff; Benfoni, '1 "teologi" 
rninori', 46: G. Soranzo, 'Rapporti  d i  San Carlo Borromeo con la Kepubblica Venera', Arch Venrto, 
.5th ser., 27 (1940), Iff: p.  25; cf. A. D. Wright, 'The Vcnetian &feditersanean Empire afler the Council 
of Trent', in The  Church and Souerezgnly: Sludies rn Church Historj, Subszdia IX  i n  Honour o/)M. J. iVilk.\, 
ed. L). Wood (Oxford, 199 l),  467-77. 

'li A.S.V. Venez~aXXXV; 77'fE; xxx\ 111; 246'ff: l 5  Jul) l(i00-8 Mar. 1608; ,Vunziuture dr Vvnvzza, IX, 

nos. 11 1, 114: 17, 24 Dec. 1.569; Stella, Chlrsa e stato. 182, 184; Bouwsrna, Venzce and the Drfensv, 2.52f, 
268, 51 1; C o z l i ,  Conturznr, 222 n. 2. 
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service to the state in secular o r  ecclesiastical office or  in both in succes- 
sion." Only Republican concern to limit the extent of any one family's 
ecclesiastical wealth and possessions could occasionally be a complicating 
factor within this tradition." 

As with Bollani of Brescia, so with those post-Conciliar patriarchs of Venice 1 
translated directly from the secular service of the Republic to clerical life, 1 
pastoral inexperience did not necessarily prove to mean pastoral incom- 1 
petence." ' rhe  tradition, also found in many Venetian noble f'amilies, of 1 
conspicuous devotion among the male members, extending even to volun- 1 
tary recitation of the clerical breviary, and often a theological literacy of a 1 
notable degree, partly compensated for the lack of more formal clerical train- 1 
ing.'4 But it was equally natural that the papacy should attempt after 'rrent 1 
to impose on candidates fi)r the Venetian patriarchate, just as on Spain's 1 
nominations for other Italian sees for example, a rigorous examination, to  
be conducted at Rome, to determine suitability by the letter of the l 'r iden- 
tine decrees on episcopal appointments." While Spain resisted such exam- 
ination with regard to  Sicilian sees by claiming that they were transmarine, 
and  not  to be identified with other Italian sees, the position of the patriar- 
chate in the Venetian lagoon, as primate also of Dalmatia, could not be used 
so easily in such an argument.'" 'l'he contests over examination of Venetian 
rlominations to the patriarchate not only coincided with the Interdict, but 
threatened a ma-jor breach with Rome outside that episode itself." 'She 
claims of the post-l'ridentine papacy that the patriarchs of Venice should 
be free to  make ad limirla visits to Rome, like bishops elsewhere in the 
Republic or  in other Italian states, were also on occasion opposed at Venice, 

'l B.N.M.: MSS Ital., cl. \ I [ .  no.  1157 (Sli lO). foc. 46f. 84f: Stella, Chzesa e stato. l1 7: Pullan. Rzch and 
Poor. 409: B e n ~ o n i ,  ' l  "teologi" rn~nol-i ' ,  (i2f': ( ; r cnd l r~ .  Romuri Inquz.rztzon. 137f: Krizzi. La formazzon~, 
"5: cf. G. Fragnito, Gn~i~(zroC:ontczrrrlr. ( ' ? I  magzrtrato uenpzrnno nl .rurvizzo della Cristianztd (Florence. 1988). 
" '4.S.V. \ 'eneri,~ \II; 4; \hull; .54?'ff: \ W \ ;  l t i i ' ff  \ X X \ I I I :  14'ff 1569-24 bla) 1608: A.S.Vcr1.: 

lnquisitori d i  Stato: Letter? agli :\tnbn.rc~.ltor~ a Kolna: busta no.  165; 7f: 27 A ~ I . ,  11 Slay 1591; 19: 
28 Mal-. 1609: ,\'i~nzzalure dz Ihzrzzu. K. nos. 61, 160: 13 Aug. 1367, 11 Mar. 1570: Ceccherti. La Kepuhlicn, 
I .  421f: B o u l ~ s ~ n a .  Contnrtni. 37f. 69. 70 a n d  n .  1. 218 n .  2. 241tt.Venice and the Urfirtsr, 328: C o ~ r i ,  

279 n .  1. 286 an(\ n.  1. 293, 294 a n d  11.1. 


-' A.S.\'en.: Capi dcl (:on\iglio dci 1)icci: 1,ettcre d i  Amhasciatori: Roma: busta 25, nos.  187f; 18 
Oct. 1572; Secreta A r r h i ~ i  I'ropi-I Uoma: 17. 105. l ' ff:  :4 Mar. 1565: Cappellctti, Storin, \ I .  377K 487ff. 
441K 495ff; 749ff OO6fk (;rcn(lle~-. Romnn IriquZ.(z!~or~. 271; C.  Cairns. Domenico Hollani, Bishop of Bretcin: 
Deuotzon to Church ar~d  Slatr zn the Republic o/ V e n r c ~171 the Sixteenth Century (Xieuwkoop, 197ti), 140. 
167. 178, 2l:iff, 22.5 n. 55.2R:iff; A. Foscar~,  Lbrmonla P I conflittz: In chiesa dz San Frnncesco della V i p a  
nplla Venezzn del '500 (Tur-in. 1983). 

A.S.1'. V c n e ~ i a  xxx\.111; 2Sl 'ff:  1 >far. l(i08; A.S.Ven.: Capi del Consiglio dei Die1 i: I.ettere di  
Arnhasciatori: Rorna: busla 2.5. n o .  231: 11 N o v .  1573: Kouwsrna. Verzicec~nd the Defensr. 445 and  n. 132. 
" A.S.V. Venezia xxxv; 220'ff: 28 Fch. 1601; A.S.\'en.: Capi del Cor~siglio dci Dieci: L e r ~ e r e  di  

Arnhasciatori: Korna: busta 25, nos. 221ff.: .5 Sept.-12 Dec. 1573: Secreta Archivi PI-opri Uoma: 17, 
ros. i ' f f  Y 1 x 5 .  

"' A.S.V. V c n e ~ i a  XXXIII: 211 ' ;  xxxv; 77'fk ~xxvl l i :  14'ff: l 5  July 1600-17 May 1608; P. Sarpi,  Istorin 
dell7nterdetto e altri scritlz, cd. C;. Gamharin, l11 (Bari, 1440), 25Y; Stelld, Chiesri e stato, 73. 

' A.S.1'. Venezia ~ I I ;  14'ff.: 26 Feb. 1600-31 May 1608; Sarpi, 1Jf. Sept.  1.569; xxx\ ;  til'ff: ~ X ~ V I I I :  
Historia pc~rlicoiar~,  :134. 347. 486, 31 1; S3f; Stella, (,'hircci P stc~to,38, 43; Rouwsma, lirnzce and the &/else, 
Corzi, Contarznz, 63  n. 1, 7 3  n.  3, 119, 120 and  n. 1: Benzoni, 'l "teologi" rninori'. 62ff; idem, C'ener~a 
nell'etd della conlror~forma, G?. 



where there was always awareness of the successful resistance of Spain to 
demands that the bishops of Sicily, or  of the Iberian peninsula itself, or  of 
the overseas empire, should pay ad limina visits in person at intervals deter- 
mined by the papacy.?' 

Moreover, the private visit of Charles Borromeo to Venice and Padua in 
l580 did not reflect Republican willingness to allow wide exercise of his 
legatine authorit) in the state. His role in 1375 as apostolic visitor in the 
part of the hfilanese Church province lying within the Republic was not to 
be repeated in other areas of Venetian possessions, whether in the city of 
Venice itself or  the patriarchate of Aquileia."' The inclusion of the papal 
nuncio at Venice in the limited apostolic visitation finally allowed in the 
city in 1580-1 was in addition to the involvement of Agostino Valier, bishop 
of Verona, since the patriarch as diocesan was supposed to be subject to 
investigation himself, as Borromeo formally was during the apostolic visita. 
tion of Milan by the Venetian prelate Ragazzoni?" Republican insistence on 
the exclusion from the visitation at Venice of the patriarchate's female 
convents and lay confraternities also secured freedom from any implemen. 
tation of the important Tridentine provisions for episcopal super\.ision of 
such institution^.'^ 

The Republic itself, from the end of the Council of Trent to the Interdict 
and beyond, continued to maintain its own control of these and other aspects 
of city religious life, by means of special government magistracies, operating 
in the dogado. The supervision of female convents had been entrusted in 1521 
to a magistracy charged u.ith excluding those without licence from the 
parlours of such institutions?' For the maintenance of noble families' 
honour, by virtue of the conspicuous chastity of daughters placed as nuns, 
was the whole purpose of the magistracy, not the imposition of ascetic living 
nor the reduction of convents to houses for those only u.ith an individual 

" F.C.11.: A.S.\'. Segr. di Stato: S u n ~ i a t u r a  in \'enei.ia: film '265,fos. 66ff: 23 Oct. l57Y-Dec, 1.574: 
.Vunzrature di lerlezia, X I ,  nos. 79ff' 16 J a n .  1.774-21 J a n .  1575; Grendler.  Komari Inquisition. 268f. 
272. 

A.S.\'en.: Capi del Consiglio dei Dieci: 1.ettere di Amhasciatori: Roma: hr~sra 23, no. 240: 26. 
nos. 27ff 19 Dec. 1575-24 Sept. 157.5: Collegio: Kelarioni di Retrori: Bergamo: husta 33: Rela~ ione  
del Capo.  SIarc' hn ton io  Slemo. 1576; cf. ;\.S.\'. \ ' e n e ~ i a  XXX\.III:l34'ff. 18:I'ff :I S o \ . .  1 Dec. 1607; 
.Yunziature dr I pnezra. IX,no.  126: 28  Jan. 1570: \ I ,  nos. 327. 330: 2ti S o \ . .  :I Dec. 157.i: (;l? atti della 
I~is7taAposfolrca di  Sari Carlo Horromeo n H~rgamo,  etl. A. G.  Roncalli a n d  P.  Forno (2  vols. in 5 . Florence. 
1036-37). passim: Cecchetti. L n  Repuhl~cn.  I. 7Y. Y98f. 440: Stella. Chiesn P stnfo. 30ff'. 113f. 121. 127ff. 
147f; Cairns. Rollnni, 140. 147 n. 76. 162ff. 168. 101 n .  195. 208ff. 212f'f. 227f n n .  81. 97: Bouwsma. 
I'enrce and the Defntse. :127f. 330: Cozzi. Contnrtni. 998E L. C i s ~ a n o .(;regorzo .YII i.Yicco1d Sfondrali) 1535-91 
(Turin. 1957). 226f and  n. 77. 

' Cappelletti. Storia. 1.1. .i58ff; Stella, Chtrtn u slnto. 32. :IS. 63f a n d  nn.  2.3: Cairns. Hollant, 160. 
' '  A.S.\'. I'enezia XXXII:44.5fE X\ \ I I I :  248'f: \ s s \ :  49'ff: xxx\ 111: l67'f'f 29 Apr.  1600-8 Slar.  1608: 

A.S.\'en.: Secreta h rch i \ i  Propri Konia: 18: 24 SIa) 1367: Ceccheui. L n  Krpublicrc. I .  134, 21 1; Stella, 
Ctuesa P 5fafo.91 n .  44. :I? n. 46, 97. 39. 72 and n .  22. 103: (:ozzi. Corztnr~ru.100f: Pullan. Rich and Pour, 
46 a n d  n .  60. 47. 3291: 338. 94J .  404f'. 

* A.S.V. I ' e n e ~ i d  111: l7ff:  28  Sep. 13(i0: .A.S.\'en.: Pro\\editol.i  copra SIonasteri: husta 260: 
F.C.11.: .\.S.\'. Segr, di Stato: Sunr ia tura  in V e n e ~ i a :  f i l u  26.5. fos. 08ff Dec. 1579-91 J r ~ l )1.574: 
.Yunziaturr di  l r r i ~ z i n ,  X I ,  no. 291: 13  .Aug. 1575. 
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and tested vocation to the religious life:"' On the contrary any such reduc- 
tion, by stricter enclosure or  release from vows for those without an ascetic 
vocation, was overtly resisted, as spelling the ruin of noble economies -just 
as at Saples in fact? Patriarchal authority over female convents, or  that of 
the vicar of the bishop of Torcello elsewhere in the lagoon, was thus barely 
acknowledged, despite continuing scandals.'" 

The nobles who had particular oversight of each individual convent were 
supposed to be of a suitably advanced age."' But another secular magistracy 
which extended its authority, first delegated in 1537 by the Council of 
Ten and its Cupi, precisely in the post-Tridentine period, when the noble 
superintendents of female convents became more active after the disrup- 
tion of the Interdict, had an even larger influence on the religious life of 
the city."' The magistrates charged with the suppression of blasphemy 
naturally extended their investigations and sentences to  the popular brawls 
and gaming which so often gave rise to b la~phemy."~  But by a distinct if 
related extension this magistracy also dealt with certain cases of defamation 
and even of matrimonial disputes and irregularities, at least among the lower 
orders. Here again ecclesiastical authority, as represented by the patriarch 
and his vicar, was largely ignored. Yet elsewhere in Catholic Europe, as for 
example in Spain or  Saples, either church courts o r  Inquisitorial tribunals 
were increasingly insisting, after Trent, that all departure from the newly 
codified church law on marriage, in the Conciliar decrees, was to be treated 
as disrespect for a sacrament, and so potentially as indicative of heresy. At 
Venice, however, such an implication was resisted, as was also the suggestion 
that blasphemy was indicative of heresy. 'Vhe Venetian practice, as op- 
posed to more complex theory, was to judge almost all blasphemy as an of- 
fence against the authority of the Catholic Kepublic, without a presumption 

' l  A.S.V. I'enelia xxx\111: :307'fl: 29 h1a1-. I tiO8: A.S.Ven.: Psovvedito~-i jopra Monnsteri: busts 260: 
29 Mar. 1605~Ju ly  I(i1.j; ,\'un;iaturr dr I'rnrira, IY. nos. 98 f I  16 No \ .  1569-31 h1a1-. 1571: Cecchetri, 
La I{rpubl~ca, I, 208: Stella. Chlesn P slalo. 53. 

A.S.1'. V e n e ~ i a  xxxll; .5Oi'lf: X X ~ I I I :  259'fl: xxx\: 108'ff: xxx\ 111: 14'ff: 16 Sept. 1600-4 Ocr. 1608: 
A.S.I'en.: Capi del (;onsiglio dei Dieci: Lrttere tii Arnh;rsciatori: Korna: busta 25, nos. 2:Z91: 26. fbs. 
189'ff: 12 Dec. 1375-1 Mar. 1578; secret;^ Arclliji Propri Rorn;i: 17, h.84": l:$ Oct.  1365: B.N.hf.: 
hISS Iral., cl. \ I I ,  110. 1156 (8877): 12 Mar. 1.588: no. 1556, 10s. 82'fl: F.C.hf.: A.S.V. Segr. tli St;tto: 
Nun7iatura in I ' ene~ ia :  filza 265, fos. 118. 168: 51 Jan.. 1 May 1,574; .Vunzratur~ di I'enrizm, XI, nos. 82-9. 
12:1: 31 Jan., 6 Frh.,  22 hfa) 1574: Cecchetti, La Republ~ca, I, 2001; 208; Srella, O't~iesnr stalo, 31 n.  44, 
32 n. 46, 59 n. 66, 65f and  n .  ?I, 117, l'l2f, 250: (;ail-ns, Hollani, 200 n.  248, 25411; (:oui, (,'onfnr~nz, 
68, 69 and  n.  1; Reri7oni. 'l "trologi" minol-i', .ilC 7Of: K. I'illal-i, Thr Kmolt of ,V[L~/P.\ ((:ambridge, 
1993). 225 n. 117. 

" A.S.I'en.: Prov\.editori sopra Mori;rste~-i: hurta 260: 31 Julv l6Oci-'l Feb. 1615: Cecchetti, La 
Republicn, I, 84 11. 6: Rrnzorii. 'I "teologi" ri~iriori'. 311. 

"' A.S.Ven.: Provvrditori sopra Mori;rrte~-i: hmta  260: :31 M ~ I - .  1605: <:ecchetti, Ln Kepublicn. I. 

207ff. 
i' A.S.L1rn.: Esecutori coritra Resrernrnia: bust;^ 57, fos. 1 '  ': 12, 22 Jllrlr 1582; Cecchetti, La 

Rrpuhlica. I, 5Ofk B. Pullan, ' "A ship with two rudders": "Righetto hlarrano" and  the  Int~uisitivri iri 
I'enice', HIS / , / .20 (1977). 25-58: p. 32. 

l" A.S.Ver1.: Esecutori contra Besteniniia: husra 57, k)s. 5'11: 22 Srpt.-2:l Dec. 1382. 
'" A.S.I'er1.: Esecutori contra Rejremmia: hllsra 57, 1'0s. 2'lf: 14 J u l ?  1582-15 Sept. 158:3: Cecchetti, 

Ln Rrpuhlrcn. I, 27, 34f, 52ft. 61, 59, 92f: <;rendler, Roman Irtquitrtron, 26, 207ff, 213. 
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of heretical intent.4" In any case the nobles who supervised the work of the 
tribunal of the Roman Inquisition at Venice itself, the Saui all' eresia, were 
required to control the extent of Inquisitorial clairns of competence;.just as 
were the rettori who attended the local tribunals elsewhere in the Republic." 

The distinct magistracy at Venice charged with supervision of the Jewish 
communities of the city also restricted any intervention by the Inquisition 
in Jewish life, as opposed to certain cases involving accusations of apostasy 
o r  judaizing by Christians of Jewish racial origin." The Republic equally 
guarded the subject population of the Greek rite, whether in the city o r  else- 
where in Venetian territory, from Inquisitorial intervention, in most cases 
at l e a ~ t . ~ '  Republican control over printing and publication, as over the 
licensing of imported books, was increased, not least at the time of the 
Interdict and thereafter, limiting in practice any independent episcopal o r  
Inquisitorial action to  enforce the authority of the Roman I n d e ~ . ~ '  

*" A.S.17en.: Sanro Ufficio: husra 1.53: 12 Aug. li11.5: Cecchrtri. La Rrpubllcrr, I, 27. :W, 79, 4511: 
Grendler, Roman Inquisition. 2121; cf. R. Martin, Il'itchcrfl n d  lhr Ircquisitron 1n I'micr 1550-1650 (Oxford, 
1989). 

" A.S.V. Veneria 2'ff; x1.11 (C:): 348'ff: XLII  36'ff. 4 No\. XXXII; 85l'ff; s x n :  1:%4'fk XXX\III :  (G); 
lti00-20 Jan. 1618: A.S.Ven.: Capi del Consiglio dei D~eci :  l.rttere di Ambasciarori: Roma: husra 2.5, 
nos. 28fE 26, nos. 8, 60: 1SJuly 1.367-l:3 Aug. 1.57.5; Santo Ufticio: busra 1.5:): 1567, 19, 20, 25 June, 
27 Sept. 1.570. 8 Feb. 161 1. 1 Apr. 1621, 1622, 14 Mar., 24 Apr. 1625, 14 July 1626, 25 1fav 1629; 
B.N.M.: MSS Iral., cl. \ ']I,  no. 1553 [101601: F.C.ll.: A.S.V. Srgr, di Srato: Nunriatura in Venrzia: film 
26.5. SOS. 78ff: 266. fos. 29ff: 7 No\. 1575-13 Aug. 1575; ,Vunzrrrturr di knczza, lr, p. xiii, nos. 1:lf.f; 
XI,  nos. 41fP 27 Apr. 1569-26,June 1576; P. Sarpl, D1.scorso drllbrzgine, formrr, l e w ,  rd i~so dell' Lrrc~o 
drll'lnqurs~tronr[Genr\al (163!l), pass~m,esp. p. 114; Ceccherti. La Republzca, I, 22ff. 29, 30 and n. 1, 
89f. 405ff: Stella, Chiesn r stato. 77. 281, 285f; 29OfC Bouwsma, Venirr and the Defmsr, 189, 251, 970. 
488, 501, 513, 558 ancl n .  15, 561, 590; Corri, Contarrn1, 31, 120. 121 n. 1, 122 and 11. 1; Gairns. Rollrrni, 
152. 202ff. 224, 276; Benroni, 'l "teologi" minori', 48Sf, .ilf, li2fS, 65, 67, 70ff; Pullan, ' "A ship ~\'irh 
r%o rudders" ', 31 and nn. 25, 27. 28. pp. 92t; Grendlel-. Roman Inquis~tzon, 40 n. 40, 50ff, 54f, 61f, 
104, 126. 134ff. 198, 20611, 212ff. and n. :i6. 21511. 218ff. 222. 266ff; 27:iff, 281ff; idem, 'T11r Tresnuil 
soprn eresia 1.547-1605: a prosopogl-aphical study'. Stud l'rnrz, n.s. 3 (1979). 283-340: 287ff, 336ff; cf.. 
F. Scaduro, Stato P chirsa nellr dur Szc~llr (2 \.ols.. Palerrno, 1969). I. 30.5, :i1 1 ,  :448. 

l' A.S.V. Veneria XhX\.lH; 274'ff 1 Mar.-7 June 1608: .&.S I'en.: lllquisirori agli Ehrci: husta 19, fos. 
2.58'ff, XY4". 39.5', 401'lf; 45'i'ff. 608'ff: l.iiO-9.5: S. Ltficic,: husta 133: 1581; B.N.11.: MSS Ital., cl. VII ,  

no. 1453 1101581; fi-.C..M.:A.S.V. Segr. di Stato: Nunziarura in I'eneria: filra 265. fi)s. 118ff: 31 J a n . 1  
&'La) 1574; Sunziaturr d? I'rnrzia, Ir, no. 56; XI, nos. 411T: :3 Aug. l3(i9-19 Mar. 1574; Stella, Chirsa e 
stato, 28Cif, 289; Bouwsma, Vrnzce n71d the Ilrfmsr. 11 7: Cairns, Hollanz, 153: (;rendler, Romrrn I7~qu1sztion, 
XOff, 9lf.f. 117, 140ff, 212f. 2.55; Pullan, Rich and Pool-, .i36ff, ,3451. 558f. 579ff. 588ff, .iSSf; idrm, '"A 
ship with two rudders" ', 3.5, 45, 56f; zdem, Thr ,Jms ofEurope and the I~~quisztzon I/e?t?ce,1550-1670of 
(Oxford, 1983); C .  Roth, Historj of the Jews In Ife7~zrr (New Yol-k, 1975), 131ff. 
" A.S.V.Venezia ~ X X \ . I I I ;  9.5.ff; x1.11 (F); 143'ff; x1.11 (H): 1 Sept. 1607-1621; A.S.Verr.: Capi del 

Conaiglio dei Dieci: I.etrere di Arnbasciatori: Koma: husta 25, nos. 54-5: 6, 13 hlar. 1568; Collegio: 
Kelarioni di Retrori: husta 84: 1567; Inquisitori di Stato: Ixrrere agli Ambasciarori a Roma: husra 
165; 9f: 31 Dec. 1.594, 7,Tan. 159.5; S. Ufficio: busta 153: 4 Mar. 1576, 19 Dec. 1623; B.N.M.: MSS Ital., 
cl. \X, no. 1.553 121, 1131: Sal-pi, Lliscorso, 12, 94ff; "Vunziature dz Venezza, IX, p. xiii n.  2, no. 116: 31 Dec. 
1569; Cecchetri, La Rrpublica, I ,  34f, 62, 79, 88ff, 14551ff, 464ff, 469. 489ff; 11, :351f, Stella, Chiesa e stato, 
26, 38, 15Sff, 290. 305ff, 308, 310, 313ff; Bouwsma, IfrnLe and the Drfense, 73 and  nn., 75, 225, 248f, 
354, 488, 313; Corri, (;ontarznz, 120, 292; G. Fedalto, Ricerche storichesu/laposzzioneguridicard ecclescastzca 
dez (;re61 a Vrnezia nezsecoli XV e XVI (Florence, 1967); P.  Argenri, Thr Orcupat207~ ofChios by the L'rnrtzans 
(1694) (London, 11135); idem, The Religous ~Minorztirs of Chios, J m s  and Roman Catholrcs (Oambridge, 1970). 

" A.S.V. Vene~ia  XXX\III ;  3Ol'ff: 29 Mar.-19 Apr. 1608; A.S.Ven.: Capi del Consiglio dei Dieci: 
1.erler-e di  Ambastiatori: Koma: husta 25, no. 87: 18 J u n e  1.569: S. Lfficio: husta 133: 25 Feb. 1570, 

http:F.C.ll.
http:B.N.11.


' Ih r  tlrvotional life of the laity ir1 the city of Venice was in one respect 
tnore atr1rrl:tble to  patriarchal direction. 'I'he hurnblc pal.ochia1 confiater- 
nities of' C:ounter.-Rcfortr1;1tio11 inspiratioli, declicatcd to the clilt of the 
Reserved Sacrament, were, as elsewhere in C::ttholic Europe, sul?ject to  
episcopal sul)ervisior1."' 'I'heir relatively lowly social cotnposition ancl eco- 
nornic stanclirlg distinguished them f ~ o t n  the control exercised ovcr thc rich 
Sruol? (;rarrdi, as over testitlnents ant1 t~c1ucsts generally, 1)). nol)les of' the 
1.uling class a n d  especially the l'rocurators."' Some adv:tnce was also rnatle 
in the city in populal- catrchetical i~lstruction, as plirsued clsewhcre too 
in pas-'l‘l.ideritirle (:atholic socirty, t ~ yInearls of thc Schools of' Christian 
Doctrine. 'I'he exl)ulsiori horn the Republic tluririg the Interdict of tllc.]csuits 
anti thc long refusal to allow the Society to ret1n.n to Vcnctian territory, 
howevcr, callsec1 difficulties in thc running of these Schools in the city.'' 
Sensitivity ~~~~~~~~~~e in the Venctia~i territories, \~ l i r ther  or1 the terrafer~na 
or on the 1):tllnatian littoral, to any corltillued Jrsuit irifluence after the 
lrlterdict, t)y educational attractiolis i l l  ~ieighbourillg states, personal cor-
responderice or  publications, rernaitiecl rn:trl\etl.'" 

(;oritrol of ecclesiastic:tl lifi. atid thc loyalty of thr  lay population also 
raised particular problelns i l l  the cxtcnsive territories of' tlir patr-iarchatr 
o f  A(l~ileia.l"'l'he occlipatio~i 1)). the Austrian 1IaI)sl)urgs of a part of thrsr 
lands, ancl Austrian itiflueticc i11 the chaptei- of Xcluileia Ird to Republican 

l<l \1;1\ 1607: Rilo1-111~1~or1 ( 1 1  I I I / ~ I  (2:28 Lo \ . .  .5 1)ec. lfiO7, 7 S c p .  IIiO~l, (lcllo S I I I ( ~ ~ I I  l ' ~ ~ ( l o \ ~ ~ .  
< ) , J I I ~ \  l 6 l f i ;  13.S.51.: 5lSS lt~11.. cl. { I I .  1111. l.-).-)li, lo\.  l;:+ If; , \ z i ~ i z i / ~ / l i ~ ( ,  110s. 8fC l ( i  .Apr. d~ I.(>rirzlli, I \ ,  

15(i<)-lOJ I I I I ~1570; S<irpl, / ) ~ \ ~ O I - S I J .  c,\[>. I X I I ,  1~ R o p z ~ I ) / ~ ( ~ i ,:3:<ff, 40.5, [ ) I I \S~ I I I .  l 14,511: ( : c c c t ~ ~ , t ~ ~ ,  I ,  

'107f. l 12, (:o//i. ~ , ' I J ~ I / ~ I ( : ~ I ~ I .l20 ' I I I ~11. l :  ( r ~ c ~ ~ ( l l e r ,  /r~(/zii \ i / iorr,/ < ~ ~ I / I I I  21;. X O I ,  !lllf, 138, l tOll, l 5 l l l .  
ItiOtf, If;:<, 18.3, l!)? 11 .X%, 201 11. l. 20!), 2,5.5, 21;2Il, 27 $ 1 1 ,  28lft:  I ~ o L I \ \ \ I I I ~ ,  l ' lmir(,  ur111 / / I ( ,  / ~ / ~ T I \ P ,  

l 17, 1 2 .  2.72, .5l :<:111il11. 15% 13e11~o11i. lO(i,id~rrz. 12~11~~21~1 d2//(1 r o ~ z l r o ~ ~ / o ( : r ~ z ~ ~ ,  'I "teolog~"I I I I I I ~ ~ I ' ,  rzcl/>~/n 

:<9 
l )\.S 1'. \ '?II?LI<I\ X \ \ I I I :  3.5 fl: 21 ]III\  lliO7; I ' I I I I ~ I I I ,  / < / ( / I  l'oor-. 279, :<?S, :577tt, :<8:<tt ;111il n. ~ I I I ~  

,511. : 3 < ) i f f ,  400t. fj.'+i: P. 111Ils. ' P I ~ I \  \ cnic?. I ' i ~ ~ t o r c ~ t o  Scuolc< I I I ( I  {),1llon,igt,111 ( . I I I ( I I I ~ ~ ~ I I I I I  ,111il tt~c, 
del Sci( 1~~1111erlto', ,41-l f / l \ / .  fi ( 1  !)8:3J, :3(l-,l:<; 1. 1.. ( . t ~ ~ l ~ l ~ i c ~ ~ ,  7 7 ~  I!/ / / I ( ,  I )n f io~ i t  /~.ii111[)(, ( C : ; I I I I ~ I ~i(lgc, lc)X!l), 
:$W, 15, 42-:<, X!], !]l, 103, IOfi, 110-20. l : $ + ,  212-13. 

"' .A.S.\'. \'ene/1;1 X \ \ \ ;  .5i If: \ \ \ \ I I I ;  123 If: 1; hlCi\ IIiOO-3 5l'1\ 1608: A.S.\'cll.: Procur.ito1.i ili S,III 
\l.ir(o: 1'1-o(u1-,111,i (lc S~ lp rd ,  d c  (:itlrl I. (11. ( : ~ I I I I I I I \ \ ~ I I - ~ C :  IIO\. 1553 l t~ . .~ .  H 1 . 5 1 .  51SS ltCil.. (I .  \ I I .  

181: l.55fi, 105. 6.5'f: ( . c cc t~c t~ i ,  l, X4 1112/i Re,t)zi/)I~ro, 3, 110, I?tif, 134, lfi.r~, 241; S~ell:t, ( ; /L~P \ ( I  \ / / I / O ,  

l!l:3; 13ou\\\111~1. 117111 I ~ I ~ ( , I I \ ( ~ ,  I ' I IOI, 4fit. 121, ?.*I:$, :+:37 1'er11(<> l l i ~  2:3:+l. 2.50, :3,1.5, 518; 1'1111:11i, Rirtz / i r ~ ~ i  

,III(I11. :37. :+:+!l, :34:+t, 401: l l : ~ \ ,  ( ' / ~ z ~ r l l i  / / ( I /Y , ( i l l l ,  78lf. 111 
l 

P\ 5.1' X X \ \ I I I ,  5'tl: \ I  1 1  1(;07-22 A L I ~ .  S ~ < I S I I ~ I\'e11?11~i ((,): 222' ': 30 J ~ I I I ~  1615; d .  .A S V 1 . U  
Iti205: 13.h.51.: SISS 11'11.. cl. \ I ( ,  no. I.i.'h, l<) \ .  140~C l.? Xo\.  l(ilLl; S < i ~ q ~ i ,  li!l,HI \ /O I - I / I  , ~ ) ( I I / I ~ o / ( I I ~ ,  

(:ec<11?11i,/,/I R ~ / ) I I / ) / ~ ( ( I ,  I ,  1;,111re/l11/1 I l ( f ~ n \ e ,1<)6, .-1l0; ( ;oui ,  (;o~z//ir1711,15fif; 15ou\\\111~1, L / I P  282; I ~ I I L ~ I I I ,  
'I "lcologi" I I I ~ I I ~ I I ' ,  17ir Lz i~op( ,  ltrr I lrc~011l. 22, l.'+:$: cf. \'iIl;~l.i. I f n , o / / .  p.l!), 67, 70: cf. ( ~ l i i ~ e l l i e ~ - ,  I)/ 

ix: (1. 1;. Rur~tlc.  1 ( ; ~ \ I I I / I/I , ! ~ I / ~ I I O :  f' ~ I I I ( / I I ~ ( ~ T I / Or(,L~giorz~ po11111li 71rl \rro~z(lo (Ro111c. 1$)92J. 
.\.S.\'?II.: R ~ ~ O I - I I I L ~ I O I . ~  di  l '~ i ( lo~; i :  11e11i./*(Iilcllo S t ~ ~ i l i o  f i l / ;~  lj4: :$l) )\LIS. l fill l ,  [ 160!11: ( :?c  

l < r p i ~ I ) / i r / ~ ,I, 408; I%~.i//i. .->?l; cf. C.. ' \ 'cnc/i;~ c i l  lri1~11.11o ilci (;c\t~iti/ ,a  / i ~~ - r r z~~z io rz~~ .  S i g ~ ~ o r o t t o ,  
(l6Ofi-lfi57)'. Ri iv \ tn  111 S1o11n r I . r t l r r t ~ l u r ~ i  R r l ~ g i o \ a( 0 ~t. 1992). 277-:$l 7. 
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determination to influence the governing of the remaining territories."' 
The choice of the patriarchal vicar was supervised by the local Venetian 
representatives, and secular authority was also asserted in relation to any 
inspection of lay confraternities and their funds within the patriarchate."' 
The succession of Venetian nobles to the see was pursued by means of com- 
plicated negotiations at Rome, designed to provide at all times a coadjutor 
with right of succession, thus precluding an interregnum or  any claim by 
the chapter to free election."' But after the Council of Trent such questions 
were further vexed because of doubts at Rome about Patriarch Giovanni 
Grimani. The dismissal at the C;ouncil itself of suspicions of heretical lean- 
ings on the part of Grimani was not sufficient to persuade the papacy to 
allow him a cardinal's hat o r  even the pallium of a metropolitan arch- 
bishop.":' The quality of his coadjutor was also much debated, while the see 
continued to suffer from non-residence." 

Yet Venetian insistence on the Republic's own competence in all ecclesi- 
.. 

astical questions remained constant." In 1628 the Senate ordered Patriarch 
Tiepolo, a former primicerio of St Mark's, to restore to the local church calen- 
dar peculiar observances for St Mark and San Rocco, two saints whose cult 
was prominent at Venice. The patriarch had proposed alterations, to comply 
with regulations from the Roman Sacred Congregation of Rites. These 
liturgical peculiarities thus survived under his successor, Cardinal Federico 
Cornaro,just as they had always done, despite the attempts after the Council 
of Trent of Pope Pius V to reduce such local variations in the interests 

" l  A.S.\'. Venezia VII: I lff ,  13fI  Sept. l56$1: A.S.\'cn.: Capi del C:onsiglio dci Dieci: Lettrre di 
Ambasciatori: Koma: husta 25, nos. l If, 9:if.: 26 Jul? 156tj-12 Nov. 1569: B.N.M.: MSS Ital., cl. V I I ,  

no. 1553 [3 l ;  ,lhnzrnture di  l'enet7n, IX,p. xv, nos. .56ff; XI ,  nos. :412. 317-18: 3 Aug. 1569-5 Nu\. 157.5; 
(:ecchetti, 1.0 Rrpuhlicn, I, 2:3, 939: Stella, Chrr~a  r rlnto. 204t: Cairns, Rollu711. ItiXR'. 

' l  A.S.\'en.: ( k p i  del (:onaiglio dei 1)irci: I.rttere tli Ambasciarori: Roma: busta 2.5, nos. 178, 247: 
26, nos. 1 92'ff: 26 Mav 1571-1 2 July 1578. 

" A.S.\'en.: Capi del (:onsiglio dei Ilieci: Lettcre (li Ambasciatori: Roma: husta 25, nos. 46, 87: 
26, nos. 18. 144-5: 1 Nov. 1567-29 Feh. 1.577; Secreta Archivi Propri Rorna: 18: l 9  Apr., l 7  Ma). 
26Ju ly  1567: ,Vunzlnturr d7 Ve~lpzia, XI,no .  46: 21 Nov. 1.575; Cecchetti, 1.n Republicn, I, 156, 188 n. 1, 
346 and  n .  2, 165. 

' ' A.S.\'rn.: (:api del Consiglio dei Dieci: Lrttere tli Arnhasciatori: Roma: husta 25, nos. 82, 184: 
30 Mar. 1569-27 Sept.  1572; Secreta Archivi I'ropri Roma: 18: 22 Dec. 15i5 ,  5, 12, 26 Jan.,  23 Mar.. 
6. 27 Apr., 14 May 1.566: ,Vu?rzrmturr dz Vrnrtra, I Y ,  no. SS: 29 Oct. 1569. 

" A.S.Ven.: (:api del Consiglio dei Uieci: Lettere (li Arnhaaciato~-i: Koma: busta 25, no .  230; 26. 
nos. 6fT: 21 Nov. 157:i- 18 Oct.  l .578: Srcreta Archivi I'ropri Rorna: 18: 16 Feb., 18 Mav 1566, 19 Apr. 
1.567;,\'unzinturr dl l '~nt=t?a.  1s.nos. 179. 184; XI, nos. 14ff: 12 Apr. 1570-30 June 1576: Cecchetti, L a  
R~puhlrcn ,I, 36.k P .  B. (Lima, Sprzrr rpz~cupor~rm (Katishon, 1873). 774; G. ' lrcbhi.  Fr-ance\co Rarhr~ro, 
fit,-rrro V P T L P ~ OPntrinrcn di  A q ~ r i l e ~ a  P (Ldine,  1984). 


" A.S.V. Venezia 111; 16tt: XXXII I ;  
266'ff: x s s \  111: 6.5'tE Sept. 1.569-1 1 Aug. 1607: B.N.M.: MSS Ital.. 
cl. VII ,  no. 1160, foa. .39'f: 31 Mar. 162:l: ,Yunzzature dl Ve~enrzin, is, p. xiii n. 2, p. xiv, nos. 24tt: 14 May 
1569-29 Nov. 1570; Stella. Chirrn r steto, 79 n .  44; Bouwsma, Ibnice and the D P ~ P ~ L \ P ,  7.5, 120f, 326tT; 
C o ~ r i ,(;ontnruzi, C i 8 ,  69 a n d  n.  1, 95, 100t. 218 n.  1; Pullan. Rich and Pour, 59; I'rodi, 'Structure and  
organisation', 409fTand nn.: C;.  Del Torre ,  '1.a politica rcclrsiastica della Rrpubblica di  Vrnezia nell' 
e t i  rnoderna: la fisraliti', in A.\lo re l lpo~ie  stnto 7iell'eti cor~fe\fr,rzonnle, etl. H. K e l l r n h e n ~  a n d  1'. I'rodi 
(Bologna. 1989). 987ft: cf. M. C:. Giannini.  'Polirica spagnola e giurisdirione eccleaiastica nr l lo  Stato 
di Milan(,: il conflitto tra il cardinale F e d e r ~ r o  Borromeo e il u~rztnrlorrcgio don  Fr l ipr  d e  Haro 
(1 606- l fi07)'. Stud Horromnrrf~, 6 (1 $192). 195-226 
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of introducing a standardized Koman Kite in the Western Church. The post- 
Conciliar papal programme for liturgical uniformity also involved the 
standardisation of liturgical texts, which was a contributory factor in the 
difficulties encountered by the Venetian printing and publishing trade 
after Trent."" Yet in other ways popular and even more learned piety at 
Venice was changing in the post-Tridentine period." The ceremonial dis- 
tinctions accorded to the doge might survive, and the jurisdictional argu- 
ments asserted by the Republic's legal and theological advisers, certainly 
during Sarpi's lifetime, continued to draw on the Old .Testament type of kings 
with priestly powers, as well as on the precedent of the Byzantine emperors' 
prerogatives:'" 

But devotion to the quintessential Counter-Reformation figure of Charles 
Borromeo, after his early canonization, spread to Venice, in educated circles 
as well as among the people.'" He indeed became an  additional saint in- 
voked against plague, together with the traditional patrons San Kocco and 
St Sebastian. This new cult thus existed alongside the traditions\ dedication 
o f  certain churches in the city to Old Testament figures."" And even those 
nuncios most disillusioned with jurisdictional obstinacy or  clerical in-
discipline at Venice remarked on the healthy devotional life of the city's 
laity, including the reception of sacraments and the frequenting of devo- 
tions particularly promoted by the post-Tridentine Church."' The lower 

"' A.S.V. Veneria xsx\-111: 167'f, 269 ' f t  17 So\. 1607-23 Feb. 1608; A.S.\'en.: Secreta Archili 
PI-opl-i Rorna: 18: 22 Feh. 1.5(i5; Rifor~nator i  tic110 Studio tli Pado\a:  filra 64: [16041; F.(:.M.: A.S.V. 
Segr. d i  Stato: Nunriatura in Venezia: filza 263, fos. 48ff: 266, fos. loft: Sept. 1573-25 J u n e  1.i7.i: 
~Vunziaturedi I'rr~ez?a, IY, nos. 12:ift; XI, nos. 21 1.f: 21 Jan.  1.570-19 1.576; Grendler,  Roman 1nyu1s1- 
tion. 9, I69ff; 171, 225ff; 229ff, 236, Z'18ff. 241ff, 24.iff, 250ff. 235ff a n d  n. 25, 2fjIff; Bouwsma, 1Znicr 
and the DeJirnsr, 41ti: Cecchrtti, La R~pubblrra, 11, 2fi'): H. F. Rrourl, The I'en~tzan Printzng F'rrss (Lontion, 
1891), 140ff; A. Battistella, 'La politica ecclesiastics tlella Repuhhlica di \'ene/ia3, ,\'uoil Arch l'enrto, 
16 (1898). 386Sf. 

" Bouwsma, Vrnicr und thr Ilefrr~.fe, 72 and n.  68, 112, 224f Prodi, 'Structure a n d  organisation'. 
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''I A.S.V. Venrzia x1.11 (1):83'-': 18 Feb. 162% Stella, Chzcra r stato, 26 11. 31; Cozzi, Co~ltnrzni,94 and 
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6 Aug.-91 Dec. 161 1; Bouwsma, IZnrrr and the De/ense, 348, 5.58, S99; Prodi,  'Structure a n d  organisa- 
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Ital., cl. \.IT, nos. 1553 [41, [181: 1556, fos. 38'f.; F.C.M.: A.S.Ir. Segr. d i  Stato: Nunriatura in Veneria: 
filra 265, fos. 2ff; 266. f ~ s .  35ff: 12 Dec. 1573-30 Jul!, 1.575; "Vur~zzature di  Venmza, IY, pp. xiiif, nos. 
2fE XI, nos. 211: 30 Mar. 1569-23June 1576: Sal-pi, Dzscorco, passim, esp. pp.  115, 121f; Cecrhetri, La 
Republica. I, 134, 264 n .  3, 267 and  n.  1, 422 n.  1; Stella, Chirsa r .rtato, 36 n .  15, 66 n.  3, 80, 84, 110, 
117f, 152, 154f, 286E Bouusma, Venncrand lhr Drfensr, 78, 81f, 112, 114, 116f, 251, 268. :127f. :1:33, 342, 
346 and  n. 28, 330, :168f, 383f, 383, 398, 491, 4!16, 51 1, 542; Corl i ,  Contarini, 25 n.  1, 123, 218 n. 1 ,  
294; Grendler,  Roman Ir~yuisrtion, 209 n. 23,  222; Prodi 'Structure a n d  organisation', 412; Benzoni, 
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