IT333 MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE SHORT FICTION

Autumn 2017

You are required to write an essay of no less than 2000 words on one of the topics listed below. This is an assessed essay, which contributes either 100% or 50% (depending on whether you choose the long or short option) to the total mark awarded for this module.

Essays must be turned in online, using Tabula, and will be checked for plagiarism. For deadlines and penalties for lateness, see the SMLC website.
N.B.:

· You are free to devise a topic of your own choice on which to write your essay, but if you choose this option, you must seek your tutor’s approval of the topic in advance. 

· Unless otherwise stated, your discussion must refer substantially to at least two stories.

· Be sure to make appropriate use of the critical literature.

Questions:

1. Mazzotta argues of the Decameron that 'Boccaccio warns us that essential is not to learn, for knowledge comes too early or too late to be of any real use. Essential is to love'. Discuss the relationship of learning and love, either in Boccaccio or in Chaucer (short essay) or in both (long essay).

2. Discuss to what extent either Boccaccio or Chaucer (short essay) or both authors (long essay) provide a moral framework for their characters or their readers.
3. Consider the literary and/or philosophical sources on which either Boccaccio or Chaucer (short essay) or both authors (long essay) draw. 

4. To what extent can one see developments in the form of the short story in either Italian or English literature during the period examined in this module? Give concrete examples, drawing on both the primary and the critical literature.

5. Can we believe the comments made by either Boccaccio or Chaucer (short essay) or both authors (long essay) with regard to their intended audiences? Why or why not? Present clear evidence.

6. Do Boccaccio and Chaucer employ similar or different strategies in their use of  jests and humour, and to what extent is this a primary aim of their works?

7. How does the frame-device work differently in Boccaccio and Chaucer? Discuss with reference also to the role of the various narrators.

8. Portrayals of the clergy are a common aspect of both the Decameron and the Cantebury Tales. To what extent were the authors criticizing developments in contemporary society?

9. Is there a sense in which Boccaccio or Chaucer (short essay) or both authors (long essay) abandon the common moral framework of the period in order to embrace playfulness, sensuality, or human experience? Illustrate your interpretation with reference to both the primary and secondary literature.

10. Outline and discuss the effects of the registers of language used in the Decameron and/or the Canterbury Tales.

11. 'Boccaccio's laughter [in the Decameron] is an end in itself. Its aim is to drive away melancholy and prevent tedium, and that is all' (De Sanctis). Discuss this statement (short essay) or determine to what extent it may be applicable to the Canterbury Tales as well (long essay).

12. To what extent can it be said that Boccaccio or Chaucer (short essay) or both authors (long essay) try to promote certain virtues in their readers? If they do, which virtues exactly do they try to instil in them and why?

13. Consider and discuss the relationships between men and women either in Boccaccio or Chaucer (short essay) or both authors (long essay). Are there unexpected elements in their depiction, and if so why? 

14. Discuss any aspect of the Decameron and/or the Canterbury Tales in relationship to the contemporary cultural, social, economic, religious, linguistic, or other context. To what extent are either Boccaccio or Chaucer (or both) influenced by their setting or departing from it?

