halter 
to enter with a halter or wearing such a hanging cord/rope around the neck is to indicate that a figure is (1) contemplating suicide, (2) facing execution, (3) calling attention to his abject position as if to say “my life is in your hands”; signals for halters linked to suicide are enter “with a halter ready to hang himself” (Edward I, 2108, also 2135), “with a Halter in his hand, looking about” and “offers to hang himself” (Caesar and Pompey, 2.1.0, 24), “with a Halter about his neck” and then “strangles himself” (Sir Thomas Wyatt, 2.3.70, 84); see also David and Bethsabe, 1415; Humorous Day’s Mirth, 5.2.108; Folio Every Man Out, 3.7.0; All’s Lost by Lust, 5.3.0; Vow Breaker, 2.4.0; sometimes one figure offers a halter so as to suggest another commit suicide, as in  Epiœne where to taunt Morose Truewit “shows him a halter” (2.2.27); see also Believe as You List, 1915; Novella, 146; occasionally the figure carries both a halter and a dagger (Spanish Tragedy, 3.12.19; Looking Glass for London, 2041-2); in both these scenes, moreover, another direction refers to the halter as a rope (Spanish Tragedy, 3.12.0; Looking Glass for London, 2065).

Figures facing execution enter “bound and Halters about their necks” (Little French Lawyer, 441; Bonduca, 102); see also Bondman, 5.3.239; Believe as You List, 2199-2200; Perkin Warbeck, 5.3.184; for other halters linked to executions/murders see Old Fortunatus, 5.2.156; Guy of Warwick, C4r-v; All’s Lost by Lust, 4.2.0; Jews’ Tragedy, 1996-7; 2012, 3131-2; for examples of abject figures, the former  followers of Jack Cade appear before Henry VI “with halters about their necks”(2 Henry VI, G3v, 2860-1, 4.9.9) so that Clifford glosses the gesture “all his powers do yield, / And humbly thus, with halters on their necks, / Expect your highness’s doom of life and death”; similarly, a messenger bearing a rebel’s defiance to a king enters “with a halter about his neck” (Edward I, 1965), a group of nobles pleading for forgiveness from their ruler enters “in shirts nightcaps and Halters” (Wasp, 534-5), a group enters to deliver a petition “with ropes about their necks, their weapons with the points towards them” (Christian Turned Turk, H1v), a repentant rebel enters “with a halter about his neck” (Captain Thomas Stukeley, 1279-80) announcing that “I bear this hateful cord in sign of true Repentance, of my treasons past”; see also Edward III, I3v.
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