Making the Church Holy: The Fabric of the Sacraments, 800 – 1800.

Across Europe, the parish church has stood for centuries at the centre of local communities; it was the focal point of its religious life, the rituals performed there marked the stages of life from the cradle to the grave. Nonetheless the church itself artistically and architecturally stood apart from the parish community. It was often the largest and only stone-built building in a village; it was legally distinct being subject to canon law, as well as being consecrated for the celebration of religious rites. The buildings associated with the ‘cure of souls’ were sacred sites or holy places, where humanity interacted with the divine. The accretions of the centuries make the parish church a palimpsest which provides a record of continuing and changing attitudes towards religion and sacred space. Developing out of recent work on sanctity and holiness,
 this research project focuses on buildings with the ‘cure of souls’, looking at what the physical fabric of the church and its furnishings can tell us about sacred space and the way in which it was perceived. By concentrating on the period 800 to 1800, we can explore the gradual evolution of the parish churches, as well as consider the parallels, changes and continuities in sacred space over the centuries. It is an interdisciplinary project which draws upon the expertise of art historians, architectural historians, legal historians, archaeologists, as well as historians and ecclesiastical historians. This project will not lead to a series of case studies of particular churches, but rather will provide a better understanding of the evolution and importance of this religious building within communities across Europe during the medieval and early modern period.


It is intended that this project will lead to an international interdisciplinary conference in 2008 but there will be three smaller workshops held looking at aspects of the parish church. Each one-day workshop will have five invited speakers giving 30 minute papers on aspects of the project with time also allocated for further discussion.

Workshops

July 2005
Building and Refurbishment Rhythms of the Parish Church, 800-1800

March 2006
The Liturgy and Architecture of the Parish Church, 800-1800

March 2007
The Parish Church as Repository of Memory, 800-1800

Conference

Easter 2008
Making the Church Holy: The Fabric of the Sacraments, 800-1800
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