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This	presenta=on...	
  Project	background,	design	and	theoreEcal	
underpinnings	
  Findings	
  RecommendaEons	
  Ongoing	quesEons	
  Responses	from	stakeholder	group	
members	
  Discussion/quesEons	
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Project	Background	2	
  Lack	of	research	on	conferences,	despite	billion-dollar	value	of	
industry	(Rowe,	doctoral	work)	

  Emphasis	on	longer	term	mobility	in	studies	on	academic	
mobility	

  Conferences	represented	as	BOTH		
–  pointless/boring/unnecessary	AND		
–  vital	for	disseminaEng	research/making	(internaEonal)	networks/

collaboraEons	
  Conferences	as	spaces	of	marked	inequality	of	access:	border	
poliEcs,	funding,	employment	status,	disability...caring	
responsibiliEes...	

  Access	to	conferences	v.	access	within	conferences	(from	
Beyond	Access,	Aikman	&	Unterhalter,	2005)	



Research	ques=ons	

  'How	do	academics'	caring	responsibili=es	affect	their	
a@endance	of	and	par=cipa=on	in	conferences?’		
–  What	are	the	specific	factors	of	caring	responsibiliEes	that	
impact	upon	academics'	conference	a`endance/
parEcipaEon?	

–  What	are	the	strategies	that	academics	employ	to	manage	
caring	responsibiliEes	while	a`ending	conferences?	
(Including	support	from	the	academic's	insEtuEon	or	from	
the	conference	itself,	as	well	as	other	sources	of	support).	

–  Do	these	factors	and	strategies	differ	in	relaEon	to	
interna=onal	travel	for	the	purpose	of	a`ending	
conferences?	

Photo:	‘Two	Sets	of	Stuff’	by	Emily	Henderson	



Theore=cal	underpinnings	

Time/subjec=vity	
-  Time	as	external	
-  Academics	chasing	Eme	
-  Academics	managing	Eme	
-  SubjecEvity	formed	in	relaEon	to	illusion	of	

managing	Eme	
(Guzmán-Valenzuela	&	Barne`,	2013;	Henderson,	
forthcoming;	Lapping,	2016)	

“Academic”	
-  Self-idenEfied	
-  Call	for	parEcipants:	‘academic/researcher/

teacher	in	Higher	EducaEon/student’	
-  Importance	of	including	research	students	and	

those	working	in	the	‘precariat’	
-  Gender/intersecEng	idenEty	characterisEcs/

wariness	of	idenEty	categories	

Care	
-  Importance	of	

conceptualising	academics		
-  Not	unencumbered	

individuals	
-  But	nodes	in	a	network	

of	relaEonships	
-  Self-defined	
-  Inclusive	definiEon:	

‘including	children,	parents	
and	other	relaEves,	pets,	
friends	and	kin’	

(Hook,	2016;	Jöns,	2011;	Leemann,	
2010;	Moreau	&	Robertson,	
forthcoming;	Ralph,	2016)	
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Research	design	
Stage	1:	
Pre-conference	

Stage	2:	
Conference	

Stage	3:	
Post-conference	

-	Determined	
conference	travel	
dates/locaEon/s	
-	Shared	research	
instruments/consent	

-	QuesEonnaire	about	
arrangements	and	
caring	responsibiliEes	
for	and	aoer	the	
conference	
-	Time-log	of	(i)	contact	
with/about	CRs,	(ii)	
conversaEons	about	
CRs,	(iii)	thoughts	
relaEng	to	CRs	
(Sullivan	&	Gershuny,	
2017;	Wigley,	2017)	

-	1-hour	interview		
-	Part	I	–	quesEons	on	the	
Eme-log	and	about	the	
conference	
-	Part	II	–	quesEons	about	
general	conference	
a`ending	pracEce/
strategy	

Did	it	affect	
parEcipants’	

conference/care	
experience?	

Why	choose	to	
focus	on	one	
conference?	



Par=cipants	
  20	interview	parEcipants	(+some	quesEonnaire-only	
parEcipants)	

  Mostly	UK-based,	also	included	Australia,	Austria,	US.		
  Range	of	naEonaliEes/mobility	trajectories.	
  Range	of	disciplines,	mainly	Social	Sciences	and	
HumaniEes.	

  Range	of	insEtuEons	and	academic	posiEons.	
  Different	ethniciEes,	religions,	relaEonship	types;	
majority	of	parEcipants	are	women.	

  Conferences	ranged	from	a	1-day	event	on	campus	to	
1	week+	including	internaEonal	travel	to	other	
conEnents.	

  Caring	responsibiliEes	varied	hugely	–	more	on	this	
shortly...	



Findings:	Access	to	Conferences	1	

  Key	consideraEons:	
–  Can	I	get	back	if	something	
happens?	(SubjecEve	scale)	

–  What	can	I	get	away	with?		
•  Frequency	
•  When	was	the	last	one	
•  What	else	is	going	on	
•  Guilt	factor	

–  Availability	of	care	
•  CompeEng	schedules/prioriEes	
(diary	clash)	

•  Booking	with	child/pet	care	
–  Availability	of	‘Plan	B’/reliability	of	
‘Plan	A’	
•  Sole	parenEng	
•  Partner/support	has	illness/
unpredictable	job	

•  IntersecEng	factors	eg	religion	plus	
family	commitments	(travel	
restricEons	in	Judaism	–	P20)	

	

I	pulled	out	of	one	[conference]	
because	the	childcare	
arrangements	were	just	too	
complicated,	I	just	gave	up,	
decided	it	wasn’t	worth	going.	
(P17)	

[The	way	in]	which	conferences	
work	in	[the	country	that	I	
research]	is	if	you’re	asked	to	go	
to	a	conference	and	you	turn	it	
down,	you	ooen	don’t	get	
another	invitaEon	(p17)	



Findings:	Access	to	Conferences	2	–	Interna=onal	v	Domes=c	

  Key	
consideraEons:	
–  Can	I	get	back	if	
something	
happens?	
(SubjecEve	scale)	

–  Jetlag	
– DomesEc	can	feel	
internaEonal	and	
vice	versa	

I	think	I	probably,	I	think	I	probably	
would	have	gone	for	no	conference	
instead	of	[one	in	the	US]	(P15)	

The	thing	that	made	me	decide	not	to	
go	[was]	when	my	dog	[...]	didn’t	have	
long	to	live,	because	I	thought	if	
something	happened	to	him,	I	[...]	
would	have	been	up	in	[...]	the	north	
of	Scotland,	but	it	would	have	taken	a	
hell	of	a	long	Eme	to	get	back.	(P13)	

I	think	I	would	not	go	anywhere	
internaEonal	at	the	moment	that	has	
jetlag	implicaEons...I	was	supposed	to	
be	going	to	a	conference	in	[another	
conEnent]	-	and	I’m	not	going(P5)	



Findings:	Care	Constella=ons	1	
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Findings:	Care	Constella=ons	2	
Effect	of	mobility	
We	live	in	[Country	A],	we	are	
[from	Country	B].	My	husband,	
he’s	a	wonderful	dad,	he’s	a	
wonderful	partner	but	he	
doesn’t	speak	[the	language	of	
Country	A]	(P16)	

Change	over	=me	
I	am	not	the	primary	parent	and	
I	am	not	the	primary	
housekeeper.		
	
So	this	was	actually	a	li`le	bit	of	
an	outlier	conference	for	me	in	
that	my	husband’s	grandmother	
was	just	diagnosed	with	cancer.		
	
He	has	several	very	major	work	
deadlines,	he	usually	works	part-
Eme,	he’s	actually	bumped	his	
hours	up	to	full-Eme	for	this	
enEre	month	(P20)	

Dual	mobility	
My	partner	was	abroad	so,	she	
was	in	[another	country]	and	
she	was	about	four	and	a	half	
hours	ahead,	and	this	meant	
that	I	was	thinking	differently	
about	when	I	could	be	in	touch	
with	her	during	the	conference	
(P7)	



Findings:	More	than	Just	a	Few	Days	

Conference	

Weeks/months	
before:	
-  NegoEate	with	

partner/other	
support	about	
dates	

-  Includes	
previous	
conferences	
a`ended/
missed	

Week/days	before:	
-  Prepare	for	

those	staying	
behind	
-  Food	
-  Clothes	
-  InstrucEons	
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Findings:	‘In	Two	Places	at	Once’	-	Strategies	

Strategies	
-  CommunicaEon	

-  Phone-checking		
-  Regular	emails	
-  Scheduled/regular	calls	
-  Goodnight	catch-up	
-  Breakfast	family	call	
-  Exchanging	photos/videos	

-  Back-up	support	
-  Schedule	cleaner	to	come	

more/different	day	
-  Schedule	extra	childcare	

Strategies	break	down	
-  Wifi	dependence	
-  WaiEng	for	responses	
“It	didn’t	help	that	[my	partner]	didn’t	reply	when	I	sent	a	message	to	
just	be	like,	‘Everything	okay	this	morning?	Can	I	just	have	an	update?’	-	
and	I	wasn’t	able	to	ring	him”	(P5)	

Phone	checking	
-  Keep	in	bag	and	

check	in	breaks	
-  Keep	on	table	but	

face	down	
-  Keep	on	table,	face	

up,	on	silent	
-  Keep	in	lap	
-  Observe	others’	level	

of	phone	use	and	
emulate	



Findings:	‘In	Two	Places	at	Once’	–	Managing	the	Unexpected	

P16	–	daughter’s	disaster	
haircut	

P12	–	bus	didn’t	arrive	to	get	
home	

P16	–	daughter	sent	home	ill	
from	school	

P40	childminder’s	car	in	
garage	–	child	has	to	be	
dropped	off	

P47	–	panic	a@ack,	couldn’t	
get	through	to	partner	for	
support	

“Her	new	bike	had	a	
puncture	and	it	was	just	
like,	you	know	-	we	walked	
out	of	the	house,	and	it	
was	the	last	thing	I	needed,	
you	know?”	(P15)	



Findings:	‘In	Two	Places	at	Once’	–	Managing	Time	

I	don’t	really	like	having	my	phone	
on	silent	so	it’s	always	kind	of	in	the	
back	of	my	mind,	even	though	I	try	
not	to	think	about	it	(P12)	

Missing	parts	of	the	Conference	
-  Cuxng	down	Eme	away		

-  P16	overnight	flight	->	
conference	opening	

-  Leaving	early			
-  P14	–	aoer	school	club	

-  Answering	calls	
-  P16	–	ran	out	of	keynote,	

daughter	had	forgo`en	Eme	
difference	

-  Weighing	up	making	a	call	v.	going	
to	a	presentaEon	
-  P7	–	Eme	difference,	

opportunity	for	day-end	catch	
up	

Divided	a@en=on	

I	felt	quite	distracted	a	lot	I	think,	
and	once	you	stop	focusing	on	like	a	
keynote	say,	it’s	very	hard	to	zone	
back	into	it	(P5)	

My	mind	wanders	from	the	
presentaEon	and	I	think	about	my	
daughter	and	all	the	things	I	have	to	
sort	out	for	her	new	bedroom	as	we	
are	moving	house	in	5	weeks	(P14)		



Findings:	Is	it	Worth	it?!	

Useful	for	research	
This	one	was	parEcularly	useful	to	
really	help	my	thinking	in	terms	of	
analysis,	and	that’s	what	I	hoped	it	
would	be	and	it	kind	of	came	at	the	
right	stage	(P12)	

No	choice?!	
In	our	department,	[a`ending	this	
conference]	it’s	like	dead	or	alive.	
(P16)	

Professional	iden=ty	
It’sgood	for	my	career	and	I	was	a	
hundred	percent	sure	that	I’m	not	
ready	to	be	just	a	housewife,	stay	
home	mum	(P19)	

A	close	balance	
I	don’t	know	[if	it’s	worth	it]	and	I	
think	this	is	part	of	been	my	
withdrawal	from	conferences	and	
stuff	over	the	last	few	years	has	
been	that	ooen,	I’ve	put	an	awful	
lot	of	effort	into	going	and	it	
hasn’t	been	worth	it.	
-  PresenEng	and	feedback		
-  InteresEng	papers	(but	already	

knew	the	work)	
-  Met	people	in	person	aoer	

virtual	contact	
-  Helped	to	think	through	ideas	
Whether	I	got	enough	out	of	it,	
first	of	all,	to	have	gone	through	
what	we	did	[...]	I	don’t	know	[...]	I	
would	have	said	it’s	a	close	
balance.	(P15)	



Recommenda=ons	
  Give	people	noEce	about	conferences/seminars	so	they	can	
plan		
–  Two	weeks’	noEce	is	not	enough	
–  Include	social	acEviEes	in	the	schedule	(spontaneous	acEviEes	are	

exclusionary)	
  Shorter	day/later	start	Eme		
  Importance	of	a	day	rate		
  Distance	opEon/distance	rate	
  Care	bursary	(include	pets)	
  Childcare/child	friendly	space	(older	children)	at	conference		
  Reliable,	easy-access	wifi	
Formalised	day	off	day	aoer	returning	



Ongoing	Ques=ons	
  Whose	responsibility	is	it	that	academics	
a`end	conferences?	
–  Individual	
–  HEI/insEtuEon	(workplace)	
–  Conference	organiser	
  Who	could	do	what	with	the	findings?	
–  How	to	bear	in	mind	the	complexiEes	of	caring	
(rather	than	quick	fix	for	most	common	issue)?	

–  How	to	consider	access	within	as	well	as	access	to	
conferences?	
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