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Layering	and	displacement	
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focusing on the building’s thermal performance in terms of the average U-value (W/m2/K). 
In 2006, the codes were redefined in terms of annual energy use (kWh/m2/year)6. 

 
Figure 1 The development of minimum energy performance requirements at different levels of 
government. 

  
Parallel to the development of the EPBD and the national building codes, local initiatives 
and programmes on minimum energy performance requirements were developed. In the 
late 1990s, several municipalities started supporting experimentation and spearhead 
projects; the most well known projects in Sweden from that time are Hammarby Sjöstad 
(Stockholm) and Bo01 in the Western Harbour (Malmö) (Green 2006). In 1997, 
Stockholm City developed a more institutionalised local programme with energy 
requirements on all new buildings built on municipal land7. The programme also addressed 
other aspects of buildings’ environmental qualities. Other municipalities followed suit and, 
in 2009, local programmes were introduced on a broader basis in Sweden including those 
of Gothenburg and Malmö (in cooperation with Lund)8. Many of these programmes were 

                                                

6 Before 2006, this was indirectly addressed by national regulation by allowing for deviations from the overall 
compliance requirements on the building envelope if calculations could demonstrate that the energy 
use for the building would not exceed the energy use when fulfilling the requirements on the building 
envelope (BFS 1993:57 Chapt. 9 §1). 

7 The programme’s components concerning energy had been developed in a separate programme since 1993, 
but the 1997 programme meant a more institutionalised form for energy performance requirements as 
part of a comprehensive programme of “ecological construction”. 

8 Stockholm re-launched their requirements on energy in 2010, after the former, more comprehensive 
programme had been abolished in 2007. 
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