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Scott Zornig (2011) 

� “[…] We must be loud and our voices 
must be heard. We cannot let up until 
our sport is purified and distanced 
from the sports which cause 
confusion.” 



� “…a set of common or joint activities 
bound together by a network of 
communications” (Kling and Gerson, cited in Strauss 
1984: 123) 

� “…groups emerging, evolving, 
developing, splintering, disintegrating or 
pulling themselves together, or parts of 
them falling away and perhaps 
coalescing with segments of other groups 
to form new groups, in opposition, often, 
to the old.” (Strauss 1978: 121) 



www.warwick.ac.uk/go/channelswimmer 





http://www.thelongswim.blogspot.com 





Brittany King (Shape magazine) 

� “I found that sometimes you have to 
adjust your goal to reach your dreams. 
I never planned to wear a wetsuit, but 
I had to face reality that I am not a 
penguin. My body just couldn’t handle 
the hypothermia. Every person is 
different. But the end result was still 
the same.”  



Steve Munatones (DNOWS) 

�  “What we find surprising is that she had a wetsuit 
on board her escort boat in the first place, 
especially one that fit her. That is not something 
that the usual English Channel aspirant does, no 
matter how honorable their charity channel 
crossing is. […] There is no shame in calling it a 
day. But calling for a wetsuit rubs the Channel 
swimming and marathon swimming communities 
the wrong way, especially when so much publicity 
is the result.”  







�  “The swimmer, Capt Webb, 
is the original pioneer who 
inspires successful and 
aspiring Channel swimmers 
to this day.” (CS&PF) 

�  “The sport of Channel 
swimming traces its origins to 
the latter part of the 19th 
century, when Capain Matthew 
Webb made the first observed 
and unassisted swim across the 
Strait of Dover swimming from 
English to France in 21 hours 
and 45 minutes.” (CSA) 



Evan Morrison (Freshwater Swimmer) 

� “The tradition: The knowledge that 
when we enter the water to begin a 
long swim, we’re using the same 
simple technology (textile suit, cap, 
goggles) as those who came before us, 
as far back as the 19th century. What 
other sports can boast as level a 
playing field over time?” 





Diana Nyad (water drip device) 

� “But many of us in this sport are 
entering new territory in these swims 
that have never been done. While 
respecting the clear rules of no 
unnatural flotation, no help in forward 
speed, many of us are innovating as 
much as we are plain swimming” 



� “I await the introduction of inflatable arm 
bands to Channel swimming with great 
excitement.” 

� “While you’re at it, why not just put in a 
mini Jacuzzi off the side of the boat […] If 
someone lets in hot water necklaces, 
someone else will let in the Jacuzzi and 
then we have a corrupted sport with no real 
accomplishment / honor / valor associated 
with it.” 



Kiewa (2000: 150) 

� “If the distinctions are blurred to 
insiders, from the outside they are 
quite invisible. Climbers are climbers 
to the general population, who would 
not normally distinguish among them.” 



� “[…] It remains highly unlikely that 
any of the pets who may receive life-
saving support from the charity will 
give a rat’s ass if their salvation came 
gift-wrapped in a wetsuit.” 



� “I’m swimming the Channel next year 
in a suit. I don’t particularly care if a 
group of people that not many other 
people care about don’t certify the 
swim. If it means I swam a mile less 
than someone not wearing a wetsuit I 
can live with that. Will I have swum 
the Channel? Well, I wouldn’t have 
walked across, [would] I?” 



Scott Zornig (2011) 

� “My single, simple request is please do 
not label it [long distance wetsuit 
swimming] a ‘marathon or endurance 
swim’ because it falls into a 
completely different category which 
the word ‘swim’ has no part of.”  



Kiewa (2002: 156 

If you –  

Brag of your climbs 

Publicize your climbs 

Climb in poorer style than the first ascent 

Bring the climb down to your level 

Call the climbs by numbers 

Make any monetary gains via the cliffs 

You’re not a climber! 

 



� “So sad that a publicity hound who skews 
the facts to promote herself is the one who 
gets an article written about her. There are 
so many swimmers who train hard and 
follow all Channel swimming rules and 
never see one word of ink regarding their 
efforts.”  



To conclude… 


